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President’s Message
The end of the school year typically is marked by both
celebration and reflection. It is a delight to hear from students
and parents about their Mercy experience. Our seniors talk
about the wonderful friends they have made, friends I can attest
will be friends for life! They are also so thankful for their
superb academic preparation and recognize that their college
acceptances and scholarship dollars merited were made
possible thanks to the rigorous curriculum Mercy offers. One
Mercy father commented that his investment in his daughter’s
Mercy tuition “more than paid for itself” because of his daughter’s college scholarships.
Both parents and seniors often remark they will forever remember the traditions that
are so central to the Mercy experience: Spirit Week, Golden Mass, Mission Month,
May Day, Moving Up Day, and Rose Mass. From my perspective, in large part, all of
this is made possible because we are an all-women’s institution, grounded in faith,
creating the next generation of women leaders.
In this issue, you will read about Mercy’s most recent Career Day, inspired and
sponsored by Heather Hanson Goodbody ’87. On that day, 22 alumnae, representing
a diverse array of careers, shared their morning with our high school students. The
alumnae ranged from graduates from the 1970s to two recent graduates from the class
of 2013. They all had much in common – a love of their alma mater, an eagerness to
share their professional journey, and a distinctive presence. Each of them demonstrated
a positive spirit, a strong sense of self, and a high level of both competence and
confidence. I believe Mercy’s atmosphere is central to the development of young women
into competent, confident, and compassionate women like these alumnae, determined
to make a difference!
Daily, I see our young women grow both in faith and confidence. Our talented and
committed faculty create an environment that uniquely finds each girl’s strength and
builds on it. In an all-women environment, there is considerably less pressure to look
or act a certain way. Our young women are comfortable taking risks, experimenting,
and taking the lead. They are not simply encouraged to speak out – they are expected
to. Everywhere at Mercy, students get the message that nothing can stand in their way.
Whatever their dream – to become an author, architect, ambassador, attorney, or
astronaut, the message they receive is “you can do it!”
Thank you for the significant part you play in making the Mercy experience possible for
today’s generation of young women.

Accepted Students Picnic
Mercy welcomes prospective new Mercy Girls

I

t was a beautiful May evening for a gathering of future
Mercy Girls and their families at Our Lady of Mercy
School for Young Women. This annual tradition of
welcoming accepted students into our family is the beginning
of a wonderful new school experience for girls at Mercy. There
are over 13,000 Mercy alumnae throughout the world, and
each one started out exactly as these young women – nervous,
excited, and full of potential.

uneasy at first, and then laughing arm in arm with a new friend
while posing for photos. It’s magical!”

“The Picnic is one of my favorite ways Mercy says hello to our
new students,” said Theology Teacher Sister Joan McAteer,
RSM, MA ’66. “It’s fun to watch the girls enter the event a bit

Mercy’s Admissions Department is always available to welcome
young women and their families to our school. Call 585-288-7120
for information on the first steps to becoming a Mercy Girl. You can
also check out www.mercyhs.com. We look forward to meeting you!

Over 300 guests enjoyed a presentation, delicious picnic
dinner, information fair, scavenger hunt, bookstore sales, and
games. Academic scholarships were also awarded to many of
the new students. Welcome to Mercy!

Once a prospective student becomes a
Mercy Girl, she enters an unbreakable
sisterhood that lasts a lifetime.
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Heidi Fine (center) works with
students in a Mercy chemistry class

The Power of an
All-Girl Education
I have spent 20 years of my life learning in an all-female
environment; four years a student, and 16 years as an educator.
When I graduated from Our Lady of Mercy School for Young
Women in 1996, I took for granted the power of an all-girl
environment. It wasn’t until I majored in Biochemistry in
college that I realized what my all-girl education did for me. I
exuded confidence in all of my college courses thanks to the
rigorous education and sisterhood I enjoyed in high school.
Because of the foundation I received at an all-girls school, I
never had a problem taking a leadership role, problem-solving,
or actively participating in college in any number of endeavors.
I excelled and it was because of Mercy’s academic environment.
It was safe. It was demanding. It was fun. It is exactly what
a girl needs to become a leader. After I graduated, I knew I
needed to return to Mercy to help the next generation of girls
develop the confidence, competence, and compassion that
made me who I am today.
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By Heidi Liebert Fine
1996 Mercy Graduate and Teacher

Every day I come to class happy to see these young women.
All of the teachers here know how lucky we are to teach in this
all-girl environment. I tell my students, “Many of you will be
future doctors and engineers, and it is my job to make sure
you succeed.” Mercy Girls thrive and grow. They are not
encumbered by the dynamics that may be present in some
co-educational school environments.
I am so proud when my former students return to Mercy
and share stories of their success. They are scientists, wealth
managers, authors, political strategists, U.S. Marine captains,
entrepreneurs, and directors of industry. They are everything
imaginable. But no matter who they are, or how they change
the world, they are first and foremost – and will always be –
Mercy Girls.

Our Lady of Mercy is the only college preparatory, faith-based
private school exclusively for young women in the Rochester region.
We build life-changing competence, confidence, and compassion
that prepares and inspires young women to achieve the highest
level of success in college, in career, and in the community.
Check out our stats:

CLASS OF 2018
124
1,016
54
23
2018 MERCY
GRADUATES

COLLEGE
APPLICATIONS

NATIONAL HONOR
SOCIETY MEMBERS
AP SCHOLARS*

*2017 DATA

21 with Honors, 1 with Distinction

Nearly $26,000,000 in total college scholarship offers were awarded
to the Class of 2018. That averages nearly $210,000 per student.
Our seniors continue their education at these amazing colleges and universities:
Allegheny College
American University
Auburn University
Bentley University
Boston College
Brown University
Bucknell University
Case Western Reserve University
Catholic University
Champlain College
Clemson University
Cleveland Institute of Art
Coastal Carolina University
Colgate University
College of Charleston
Continental School of Beauty
Cornell University
Daemen College
Dartmouth College
Fairfield University
Fashion Institute of Technology
Fordham University
George Mason University
Harding University
Indiana University
Iona College

Isabella Graham Hart School of Nursing
John Carroll University
Le Moyne College
Loyola University - Maryland
Manhattan College
Marist College
Mercyhurst University
Miami University-Oxford
Michigan State University
Monroe Community College
Nazareth College
Northeastern University
Pennsylvania State University
Providence College
Roberts Wesleyan College
Rochester Institute of Technology
Saint Joseph’s University
Salve Regina University
St. Bonaventure University
St. John Fisher College
SUNY Albany
SUNY Binghamton
SUNY Brockport
SUNY Buffalo
SUNY Fredonia
SUNY Geneseo

Syracuse University
Tarrant County College
Temple University
Union College
University of California - San Diego
University of Colorado - Boulder
University of Dayton
University of Delaware
University of Maryland
University of Massachusetts - Lowell
University of Notre Dame
University of Pittsburgh
University of Rochester
University of San Diego
University of Tampa
University of Toronto
University of Vermont
University of Wisconsin - Madison
Utica College
Villanova University
Walsh University
Wellesley College
West Virginia University
Xavier University
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My Mercy
Reflections
By Mary Alice Lawrence-Khalil ’80

This fall will mark the 90th year that our dear
OLM opened her doors to young women in
Rochester. I am impressed, but not surprised at
the tremendous impact Mercy has had on the
community and thousands of young women since
1928. I am honored and humbled to be a member
of such an elite group of compassionate women,
making a difference all over our world.
When I reflect on my school’s legacy, I am even more
grateful for the opportunities Mercy provided me
during my four short years racing through her hallways
from class to class, and from the E-wing to the ‘old’
gymnasium (then the only gym at Mercy). Trust me, at
the time it didn’t seem like four short years when all I wanted
to do was get my license, graduate, go off to college, get a job,
and ‘begin’ my life.
By the time I was
old enough to
enter high school,
my two older
sisters Barbara
Lawrence
Asselin, MD ’73
and Kathleen
Lawrence, Ph.D
’76 had already
started a family tradition in the Circle of Mercy. I am guessing
I was tethered to OLM the day I was born. I did have other
options for high school, but Mercy was calling me. I had a
compelling feeling; I can’t put a finger on it or put it into words
– I just wanted to be a Mercy Girl. This is one title I am proud to
shout out to this day. Maybe it was because my mother would
have loved to attend OLM if she had grown up in Rochester.

6
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Mercy’s 1980 yearbook.

Perhaps it was seeing my two older sisters growing into smart,
strong, kind, courageous young women. I, in turn, wanted to be
that role model for my younger sister Joan Lawrence ’82 (P’19
and ’22). She obviously didn’t need my support as she was a
leader in the making. I know what you are all thinking – ‘wow,
those are some impressive alumnae.’ Yes, my sisters are, but
so are you and the rest of the Mercy alumnae community. Our
community is made of up of thousands of strong, knowledgeable,
compassionate leaders guided in their daily lives by respect for
the inherent dignity of all.
I was your typical high schooler. I wasn’t the top scholar, the
stellar athlete, the teacher’s pet, or the lead in the school musical.
I may have spent a little too much time in the bookstore buying
penny candy (quality time with Sr. Dismas), or on the phone
outside the cafeteria. But I was ALL IN! I am blessed to say that
many of the friendships I made in my classes, in the cafeteria,
and soaking up the sun on the parking lot steps (now the
Gallery steps) are still a part of my core family of friends today,
38 years later.

Too quickly it was time to go off to college, where
I would graduate with a bachelor’s in Finance
with a minor in Economics. I began a career in
commercial lending after college. Fast forward to
the early 1990s, when my husband David and I
had two daughters – Hannah Khalil ’10 and
Victoria “Tori” Khalil ’12. From the moment
they were born, I knew I wanted our daughters to
have the same high school experience that their
aunts and mother had. As our daughters grew, and
our son Daniel was born (McQuaid ’15), I chose to
stay home and work part-time.
During that same time, I volunteered on my parish
council, serving as chair on school advisory and
development committees. I remain active on
various other charities’ boards around Rochester. I
have raised over $90,000 in donations for Gilda’s
Club, and co-founded a not-for-profit organization
for children living with life-threatening illnesses
called Muddy’s Buddies, Inc.

Golden Mass
Continues
Wonderful
Tradition
Mercy students, teachers, alumnae, and friends celebrated
Golden Mass last December. Sponsored by the Campus
Ministry Board, this long-standing tradition of providing food,
clothing, and gifts to families in need is perhaps the most
moving ceremony held at Mercy. Each homeroom ‘adopted’ a
family and purchased much-needed items for them. Following
a magnificent liturgy, where the wrapped gifts and food baskets
were blessed, students and families personally delivered these
items to people in need throughout our community. Golden
Mass is quite often the most moving act of service for our
students. Many alumnae and families returned specifically to
celebrate Mercy’s Golden Mass.

I didn’t realize during my four years at Mercy,
that the walls were more than a structure. They
held people together creating a safe place – a
place where I could be myself, where sisterhood,
compassion and service to others wasn’t a class to
study, or an assembly to attend. It was in the air.
The walls became a cornerstone to my future; I
knew I could take risks, having come from such a
positive environment, where I was encouraged to
face challenges with perseverance and grace.
Without realizing it in the moment, the Sisters of
Mercy and our lay teachers were living examples
of respect for others, compassionate service, and
hospitality to others. It is what defined a Mercy Girl
90 years ago, and continues to define her today.
These core values are what have kept me connected
to Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women
following graduation. I am honored to be currently
serving on a committee at Mercy, and hoping to
be a part of its growth and progress in the future.
As I look back over the years, I realize the gift of a
Mercy education and its core values have been the
cornerstone to this wonderful life in which I have
been gifted.

7

Black Box Theatre Showcases
Afflicted – Daughters of Salem
In March, Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women
presented its spring drama, Afflicted: Daughters of Salem – a
drama in one act by Laurie Brooks. The performance, held in
Mercy’s intimate Black Box Theatre, was a chilling tale which
featured some of Mercy’s finest actresses under the direction
of Megan Camacho-Bianchi.
Set in 1691 puritan New England, Afflicted: Daughters of Salem
told the story of five Salem girls and the events that led up to

8
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the infamous Salem witch trials. This origin story examines how
these teenage girls became accusers and caused 20 people to
be put to death for witching. Afflicted: Daughters of Salem,
supported by the National Endowment for the Arts, explored
not only the history and causes of the trials but also how girls
raised in oppression have negotiated alliances and power
throughout history, just as they do today.

Mercy Leading
the Way
In May, when the Rochester Business Journal published an article
on how local schools teach students to be leaders, Mercy
jumped at the opportunity to contribute. After all, it’s what
Mercy does best – transforming young women into world-class
leaders. As the only college preparatory, faith-based private
school exclusively for young women in the Rochester region,
Mercy has a unique story to tell.
Mercy’s curriculum in grades 6 through 12 is grounded in
the skills and attributes of “World-Class Learners.” This
framework was developed as part of the school’s Strategic
Plan and is the core of its academic program. In addition to
possessing a Moral Compass, students are:
• Risk-Takers
• Globally-Ready
• Problem-Solvers
• Resilient
• Communicators

trailblaze in their own field of expertise or interest. Every
student follows her passion, and they all share significant
roles throughout the school.
Mercy’s extensive extracurricular program offers an array of
opportunities for young women to develop leadership skills.
Offerings such as Youth and Government, Model UN, Speech
and Debate, DECA, Mock Trial, Robotics as well as a host of
community volunteer opportunities, produce rich experiences
for our students.
In decades to come, the young women currently at Mercy
will be leaders throughout Rochester – and the broader
world. In order to keep our community strong and to
secure its outlook in the global era, Mercy will continue to
shape collaborative leaders who empower others as well
as themselves.

At Mercy, every leadership position is filled by a girl. The
president of Student Council is a girl, the chair of the Speech
and Debate team is a girl, the captain of the lacrosse team and
Mock Trial teams – are girls. Mercy’s environment generates
a sense of safety where young women are comfortable taking
risks and sharing a range of opinions and points of view. This
is accomplished primarily through Mercy’s faculty, who are
accomplished educators and keenly aware of the unique ways
girls learns. They create a learning environment that fosters
team work and collaboration that results in a high level of
student engagement.
Mercy teaches positivity, responsibility, and creativity. Students
don’t simply “do” a project, they solve a problem. They don’t
write a pre-established number of words or sentences, they
build an argument. Teachers from all disciplines model this
type of growth by constantly refining their pedagogical
practices to engage students in immersive learning
experiences with a can-do attitude.
Throughout Mercy, students have ample opportunities to lead
in a wide range of domains: academics, service, the performing
arts, sports, and various clubs. As a result, they tend to
recognize that competition is unnecessary: they can each
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Mercy Offers Scholarships for
In 2004, Sandra Uwiringiyimana ’13 was a young girl living
with her family in a U.N. refugee camp in the village of Gatumba
in Burundi, Africa when it was attacked by rebel forces. For
several hours, rebels burned tents and shot residents as they tried
to escape. Amidst the flames and confusion, 10-year old Sandra,
a native of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, watched in
horror as her mother, sister, cousins, and aunt were gunned down.
Miraculously, even after having a rebel’s gun pressed against her
head, Sandra escaped the massacre that claimed 166 lives – one
of the worst civilian genocides in Burundi.
In 2008, over 4,000 miles away in Nepal, fire raged through
another refugee camp, this one housing residents of Bhutan
who were displaced from their homeland because of ethnic
cleansing. Eight-year-old Mahema Subba ’20, forcibly removed
from her home country of Bhutan years earlier along with her
family, escaped the blaze in the refugee camp and began living in
make-shift tents in the Nepalese jungles.

Mahema’s village burns,
forcing refugees to
resettle in a tent camp.

Thanks to global relief agencies, tragedy turned to salvation for
Sandra and Mahema, both of whom eventually found their way
to the United States and established a new life for themselves
and their families. But life for refugees in the U.S. has its own
challenges, and Sandra and Mahema struggled for years to
acquire one of the most basic necessities – an education.
Despite not knowing English and learning very little in class,
Sandra was given high marks in the first two schools in which
she was placed after arriving in the U.S. She feared she would not
be properly prepared for life in America if she did not receive a
better education. Thankfully, one of Sandra’s teachers saw her
potential and set in motion a series of actions that ultimately
allowed Sandra to earn admission to Our Lady of Mercy School
for Young Women.
Mahema had a similar experience. She bounced around four
schools following her arrival in Rochester. In each school, she
struggled to learn in environments that were new to her and that
provided very little support. Just like Sandra, one of Mahema’s
teachers saw a spark and took it upon herself to get Mahema to
take the entrance exam and become enrolled at Mercy.
Passing the entrance exam and earning a spot as a Mercy Girl
was only the first step for Sandra and Mahema. Neither family
could fully afford the school’s annual tuition. Thankfully, Mercy
had an answer: the Frances Warde Scholarship Fund. This
fund, established by the Sisters of Mercy in 2005, is specifically
designed to provide need-based aid to young women who are
recent immigrants to the United States. This scholarship is aptly
named; Frances Warde, an immigrant from Ireland, was one of
the foundresses of the Sisters of Mercy in the Americas. The
scholarship is a continuation of the good works of the Sisters of
Mercy which began when they arrived in the United States in
1857. The sisters recently celebrated their 160 anniversary.
“When I first learned about the Frances Warde Scholarship, and
heard some of these stories like Sandra’s, I realized I definitely
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Immigrants and Refugees
could help someone get to a place to where Sandra is today,” said
Tom Huber, Mercy parent and Board of Trustees member.
Huber and his wife, Cathy Loder Huber ’84, not only support
the Frances Ward Scholarship through donations, they were
also instrumental in the record setting success of Mercy’s annual
Spirit Gala last November where they served as co-chairs. At
the event, Mercy highlighted the stories of Frances Warde
Scholarship recipients Sandra and Mahema. Their journey was
shared with those in attendance in the form of a powerfully
emotional video. Their stories and the impact of this scholarship
on Mercy Girls past, present, and future struck a chord – those
in attendance donated over $70,000 to the Scholarship fund that
night, 200% more than anticipated. It helped Mercy break the
Gala record of total monies raised from this event in its 15-year
history – $355,000.
“I so firmly believe in Mercy as an institution and all that it does
for the young ladies in our community,” said Huber. “If we can
extend Mercy’s reach, in this day of turmoil throughout the world,
to ladies in other countries and to people who don’t have the
means, it’s just extraordinarily rewarding.”
Since launching, the Frances Warde Scholarship has provided
over $500,000 in tuition assistance to Mercy Girls from Sudan,
Turkey, Somalia, Vietnam, Kosovo, Nigeria, Nepal, Iraq, Syria,
Afghanistan, Russia, Congo, and other countries. Each girl has
their own unique story of how they left their home countries and
found their place at Mercy… but they all have the same dream –
to make a new, better life for themselves and their families.
“Donors to the Frances Warde Scholarship Fund are not just
preparing someone for college,” said Sandra. “They are inspiring
a young woman like me to believe she can reach higher than she
ever thought she could.”

student body based on need
and academic achievement. The
school provided $1.5 million in
financial assistance to 40% of its
student population in the 20172018 school year.
Sandra graduated from Our
Lady of Mercy School for Young
Women in 2013. Her life story
and her fierce commitment
to those overlooked and
forgotten has captured the
Sandra smiling proudly at her 2013
world’s attention. She has
graduation.
addressed the United Nations
Security Council and the World
Summit. She has also been interviewed by major network news
outlets and has shared a stage with former Secretary of State
Madeline Albright. Now, five years after graduating from Mercy,
she published a critically acclaimed memoir of her ordeal, How
Dare the Sun Rise.
“Without the educational foundation
I received at Mercy, I really do not
think that I would have been able
to write this book… or even think I
could write a book,” said Sandra.
Mahema, who is planning to graduate
Mercy in 2020, now believes that her
dreams will become a reality, thanks
Mahema is on track to
graduate in 2020.
to the Frances Warde Scholarship.
“My parents always dreamed of me
becoming a nurse or a doctor, but they never thought it would
come true,” said Mahema. “But now they actually have hope.”

In addition to the Frances Warde Scholarship, Mercy offers a
multitude of financial aid options which are available to its entire
ANGLES • SUMMER 2018
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Students Make the Grade!
In April, Mercy vocal students competed at the Big Apple
Classic Music Festival in New York City and won big!
Both the Women’s Choir and Show Choir were awarded First
Place Gold. In addition, the Show Choir was named Grand
Champion of the Festival. The judges also presented three
Mercy’s soloists with Outstanding Awards: junior Julia Leahy
’19 and senior Olivia Laniak ’18 for vocals, and junior
Shirley Sun ’19 for piano.

Mercy Arts Fest! Each spring, the young women from Our Lady of Mercy
showcase their amazing abilities in the arts: music, song, dance, poetry,
pottery, decoupage, decorative cookie design, and so much more. Thank
you, girls, for sharing all your wonderful talents; and thank you, volunteers
for sharing your skills with our Mercy Girls.

Mercy’s Creative Juices Café, or CJ Café, is a coffeehouse-style gathering where students and
staff express themselves creatively. The CJ Café, held in March and April, is touted as an informal
gathering where participants are encouraged to experiment, collaborate, and share work-in-progress
creations in a low-risk and friendly atmosphere. Guests are treated to singing, poetry, instrumentals,
impromptu visual art, henna body painting, and some on-the-spot “dueling stories” and “Add-a-Line”
communal poetry.

The Mercy Father-Daughter Dinner Dance is one of the most beloved
traditions for the students and fathers at our school. Held annually at the Burgundy
Basin, this year’s party was incredible... full of dancing and laughter. It was a great
chance for the fathers of Mercy to meet and socialize. More importantly, a chance
for the dads to show off their superior dance skills with their girls!

Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women hosted its annual
National Honor Society Induction Ceremony in March, where
it welcomed 53 juniors and seniors into the Catherine McAuley
Chapter of NHS. It was a joyous celebration for all in attendance
as we recognized the accomplishments, service, hard work, and
character of the inductees. Each member is required to maintain
a minimum grade average of 93% and model Mercy’s values of
character, service, and leadership.

12
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The cold of February couldn’t stop the heat at Mercy’s Coffee House. Hosted by
the Performing Arts Boosters, Coffee House was held in Mercy’s Black Box Theatre.
More than 100 friends and family of Mercy braved the snow to listen to the talents
of over 25 performers. Songwriter and keyboardist, Elvio Fernandez of the Grammy
Award nominated band Daughtry was in attendance. ROC Star Academy band
‘BB-Dang’ performed a short set (Mercy’s own Isabella Barbagallo ’18 is a member
of this student band).

Mercy’s literary and arts magazine, Mercedes, received a rank of ‘Recommended
for Highest Award’ by the National Council of Teachers of English. Mercedes,
celebrating its 87th published edition this past year, features poetry and prose and
represents the various painters, ceramic students, photographers, and artists
in grades 9-12. Club members meet weekly to experience the arts on campus.
Congratulations to all participating Mercy Girls, Editor Alice Camaione ’19
(center), and Faculty Advisor Kirsten Jauch on this amazing recognition!

In May, our juniors celebrated a milestone event in their high
school career by receiving their school rings. The rings, blessed
at the celebration of the Mass, are a sign of the students’ journey
through Mercy’s hallowed halls, and a sign of the oneness they
share with the thousands of alumnae who also wear the ring. The
girls enjoyed the tradition of ‘turning’ each other’s rings at the
reception. Life is good in the Circle of Mercy!

Mercy extends its heartfelt gratitude to the Italian American Heritage
Foundation for their long-standing support of Mercy through their
generous scholarships. With the Foundation’s support, Mercy was able to
grant academic scholarships to (right, l to r) Ashley Zarcone ’18,
Cecilia Stocum ’19, Gianna Calcagno ’20, and Alice Camaione ’19.

Dr. Joseph L. Carbone, DPM (r) presents
the Foundation’s gift to Christian Jensen,
Mercy’s Vice President of Institutional
Advancement at the 2017 Spirit Gala.
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Pioneers of Change:
Critical Concerns Day 2018
By Sister Pat Beairsto, RSM

A phrase from the newly-crafted Mission Statement of
Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women provided the
inspiration for Critical Concerns Day held in March. Various
constituencies were consulted during the revision of Mercy’s
Mission Statement, including the student body. ‘Pioneers of
Change’ was one of the strong phrases offered by our students
to be included in the new statement.
Critical Concerns Day 2018 began with a gathering in the
Auditorium for prayer and reflection. Sister Aine O’Connor
from the Institute Leadership team of the Sisters of Mercy and
past Director of Mercy Global Action at the United Nations was
the keynote speaker. She offered her reflections on the theme
Pioneers of Change utilizing stories of individuals and groups in
our world who work for systemic change. Students then engaged
in an exercise examining the new Mission Statement about how
we can turn the words into real action. Each grade level spent
the rest of the day in various activities related to their assigned
Concern. Many resources from the community were utilized
throughout the day, including input from groups like the
Gandhi Institute which enhanced student understanding about
non-violence. The entire teaching staff generously offered

14
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their time and talents to make the day possible. The day ended a
closing prayer and reflection led by Sister Aine.
The Critical Concerns of the Sisters of Mercy were first
articulated in 2005 at their Chapter gathering in Laredo, Texas.
The sisters committed themselves to five issues: immigration,
earth, women, non-violence, and racism. The call was to
educate and embrace these concerns not just within the
community but also within Mercy ministerial settings. Shortly
after this gathering, a Critical Concerns Committee was formed
at Our Lady of Mercy to ensure these concerns were woven into
the fabric of the school community. Each department examined
their course offerings to see where these issues were already part
of their instruction, and adaptations were made both in content
and assessments to deepen understanding and commitment to
the five Concerns. The committee decided to assign a particular
focus to each grade level and to sponsor a Critical Concerns Day
each year for the entire school community.
Critical Concerns Day continues the legacy of Catherine
McAuley’s commitment to the poor, the sick, and the ignorant.
The hope is that such days will indeed inspire our young women
to be Pioneers of Change in our world!

In Memoriam
Please remember in your prayers all
our recently deceased alumnae, their
families, loved ones, and those in the
wider Circle of Mercy.

Emily, Amanda
and Megan Rigoni

Proud Parents
Credit Mercy for
Daughters’ Success
By Gary and Renee Rigoni

We are proud to report that all three of our daughters were very well prepared
for college thanks to Mercy! Emily, Megan, and Amanda were accepted into their
colleges of choice and majored in their desired course of study. They graduated on
schedule and now have careers serving the public. As parents, we are very proud
of their accomplishments and are so happy they received an education at
Our Lady of Mercy!
Emily Rigoni ’07 attended RIT in the Physician Assistance Program, passed her
certification and licensing exams, and is now a Physician’s Assistant (PA) at Unity
Hospital. It was actually at a Mercy Career Day event that Emily decided she wanted
to be a PA! She has since returned to speak at Career Day, encouraging several
Mercy Girls to shadow her at Unity. Emily is getting married in 2019.
Megan Rigoni ’09 attended University of Vermont in Burlington, earned a
Bachelor of Science in Nutrition, and a master’s degree in Public Health. Megan is
employed by the State of Vermont as the Director of Pedestrian Safety. She works
with law enforcement and several agencies within the state government to monitor
pedestrian accidents and develops programs to improve pedestrian safety.
Amanda Rigoni ’12 attended Penn State University in State College earning a
Bachelor of Arts in Architecture (thanks in small part to Principal Terry Quinn’s
architecture class!). She works for an architectural firm in Washington, D.C.
designing high-rise apartment buildings. In October 2017, Amanda was hired as
Head Coach for the Girls Freshman Team at Bishop O’Connell High School in
the D.C. area.

Marian Fess Alley ’48
Mary Louise Lorey Amering ’43
Natalie Schwetz Amering ’43
Anna Ventura Batz ’49
Patricia Gianforti Catalano ’51
Rosemarie Rivoli Cornell ’70
Eileen Bayer Coyle ’54
Jeanette Thompson Culross ’33
Marion Verstreate Damaschke ’47
Mary Grace DeCarlo ’54
Rita Voellinger Deegan ’48
Barbara Baron DeLee ’55
Margaret Connors Dixon ’44
Patricia Donovan ’49
Elizabeth Stauder Elman ’40
Dorothy Warth Forman ’51
Kay Kime Frank ’53
Patricia Meagher Gallagher ’48
Margaret Moore Gratto ’55
Maria Iannini-Laudisi ’50
Mary Kehoe Jones ’53
Carol Murphy Kenning ’51
Joan Spahn Kunz ’48
Mary Morley Loughborough ’52
Marian Mullen Maki ’61
Kathleen Nugent Mallett ’51
Sandra Donovan Marro ’69
Joyce Romeis Mawn ’49
Margaret Zimmer McClellan ’42
Sally Gerber Merkel ’58
Beverly Bechtold Moll ’51
Isabel McCarthy Mooney ’39
Mary Frank Murphy ’51
Catherine Calabria Muscarella ’44
Therese Wesley O’Connor ’44
Ruth Ostertag ’48
Elaine Saddock Parrotte ’52
Barbara Ford Pope ’60
Jeanne Thibault Potter ’41
Dorothy Thomas Reichardt ’44
Ann Marie Ryan ’73
Sharon Lovell Scantlin ’62
Kathleen Kreuzer Schlaffer ’50
Arline Streb Schlemitz ’44
Carol Schwartz ’51
Carol Winterroth Sentiff ’47
Linda Nufryk Shackle ’69
Colleen O’Connor Smith ’47
Cheryl Amering Speranza ’65
Yolande Sigl Villard ’49
Patricia Malone Vogler ’63
Nancy Hale Weimann ’59
Maureen Klein Wirth ’49
Joan Tannous Zeppetella ’58
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Robotics Team Powers Up
If you happened to walk through Mercy’s Gallery after school
between October and June, there was a distinct possibility you
could have been approached by a gleaming, metal robot. There
was no cause for alarm, as this robot had a friendly disposition
(it’s even been known to offer cookies to those it encountered
from time to time). The robot had no name, which is OK since
it only existed for a single school year before it was dismantled.
The name to remember is Mercy Xcentrics FRC (FIRST Robotics
Competition) 2340 – the team of Mercy students who built the
robot and gave it its unique personality.
The Mercy Xcentrics FRC 2340 first got its start in 2008 at
Nazareth Academy thanks to former Xerox CEO Ursula Burns.
The school was selected because it was all-girls and served a large
population of students who were under represented in the field of
STEM in the City of Rochester. In 2012, following a restructure at
Nazareth Academy, the team moved to Mercy and has continued
to excel.
The team’s main purpose is to develop and enhance members’
technical and problem-solving skills and abilities, while working
together to achieve a goal. Twice per year, the Mercy Xcentrics
FRC 2340 push their aptitude to its limits – they compete at two
major events that test their mettle and ingenuity as well as the
physical abilities of their robot. First, is the Finger Lakes Regional
FRC hosted by RIT, followed by the Buckeye Regional FRC in
Cleveland (teams that win a regional or receive highly competitive
award advance to FRC World Competition held in Toledo).
Event objectives are announced in January during ‘kickoff’ which
marks the official beginning of the design and build season.
Mercy and other teams use this opportunity to meet and compare
notes, get ideas, make friends, and get geared up for the exciting
(Continued on page 18)
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(continued from previous page)
competition season. Teams then have six weeks to design, build,
wire, code, and optimize their robots. Each year, new build criteria
(such as specific weight maximums) are introduced that students
need to keep in mind during the design process. The competition
changes each year.
“On Mercy’s robotics team, we are all learning about STEM,
applying what we learn to real world situations, and experiencing
amazing team work,” said junior LaRue Heutmaker ’19. “All of
us have found a home on this team.”
The types of robots Mercy Xcentrics FRC 2340 have built over
the years are as diverse as the team members themselves. They’ve
created robots that shoot basketballs, throw Frisbees, move and
stack crates on platforms and scales, lift themselves off the floor
to a designated height, and play soccer. Each one of the team
members has a specific skillset and purpose; they work side-byside for weeks on end, never losing sight of ultimate purpose –
build the best robot they can.

“Being on the robotics team
at Mercy has sparked my
passion for engineering.”
— Lauren Sullivan ’20
This doesn’t always come easy. Most of the new Mercy Xcentrics
2340 team members have never used power tools and lack
experiential knowledge. Because of this, there is a lot of training
that takes place before members can start to build, and learning
continues throughout the entire process. The team must also
overcome a host of other challenges as well: being a small team
(usually 10-15 students) everyone participates in all aspects of the
build which is incredibly helpful when trying to solve problems;
however, it takes more time. The team also endures a lack of
sufficient funds which would enhance functionality of the robots,
the stigma of being an all-girls team, and a lack of storage space
which forces the team members to disassemble each robot at
the end of the school year to use for the subsequent year’s robot.
While the Xcentrics are proud of their wise use of resources,
not maintaining a fleet of robots means there are no working
examples of past systems to showcase or to use as a teaching
tool for new members.
Despite these challenges, the team perseveres… and does
incredibly well at competition. At the 2018 Finger Lakes Regional
event, the team finished 22nd out of 50, reaching their goal of
finishing in the top half of the competitors. At the Buckeye
Regional, it was a bit of a roller coaster, with the team finishing
33rd out of 54 after reaching a pinnacle of 9th place early in the
competition. Regardless of where the team finishes, they always
represent the wonderful Circle of Mercy, demonstrating gracious
professionalism to other teams, judges, and referees.
In addition to the wonderful faculty mentor, teacher Ms. Barbara
Barker, Mercy Xcentrics FRC 2340 is fortunate enough to work
with mentors from Xerox and the University of Rochester Laser
Lab. Many of the mentors are parents of current and past team
members. The team’s success can be directly attributed to the
countless hours these volunteers give the students. Sometimes, a
student becomes a mentor. Emily Hebert ’13 was an Xcentrics
team member during her senior year. She recently finished her
Engineering degree at RIT and currently works at Harris
Corporation. She now joins her father, George, as a team mentor.

Mercy Xcentrics at the Buckeye Regional Competition
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“The Mercy Robotics team is a family,” said Mrs. Barker. “It’s
wonderful to see the girls work with the mentors and solve
problems together. It truly is what Mercy is all about.”

Sister Dismas ’41 Honored by
Entire Student Body

In March, Mercy students, along
with faculty, staff, Board of Trustees
members, Sisters of Mercy, donors, alumnae, and friends of Mercy
gathered to celebrate Sister Dismas, RSM ’41 on the occasion of
St. Dismas’ feast day (and Sister’s 95th birthday). A wonderful prayer
service was held in The Dismas Center for the Performing Arts (so
named by Kathy Bonsignore Walgreen ’61, generous donor and
devoted student of Sister Dismas). Following the service, a brunch
was held in the Art Gallery for the special guests. Kathy and her sister,
Ann Bonsignore Biek ’64, attended the event, flying in from Florida.
Kathy also purchased cupcakes for all 800 students. It was a wonderful
morning of reflection of Sister Dismas’ lifetime of service, kindness, and
inspiration. She is the true embodiment of a Mercy Girl who lived her
entire life for others. God bless you, Sister Dismas!

Celebrate Your Life Changing Legacy!
By Christian Jensen, Vice President of Institutional Advancement

Every year, Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women
receives estate gifts that come as a complete surprise. While
those gifts have a tremendous impact and are accepted with
sincere gratitude, they are also bittersweet because we have
missed the opportunity to thank and celebrate the person who
so thoughtfully included us in their estate plans. By informing
Mercy of your gift in your estate plans in advance, we can
celebrate your philanthropic legacy during your lifetime! One of
the ways we celebrate is to include you in Mercy’s Legacy Society.
When you partner with Mercy and let us know your intentions
to leave an estate gift, we have the opportunity to come together
and craft your vision for the impact your gift will have on Mercy
Girls for generations to come. Your gift to Mercy can be made for
a specific amount, or for a percentage of your estate.

To make a gift to Mercy from your estate, you must work with
your legal professional to create a new will, or amend your
present will. Alternatively, you can designate Mercy as a
beneficiary of a retirement plan or life insurance policy as part
of your estate plans. In addition to leaving Mercy in your will,
there are many other legacy giving options available, including
those that could provide income to you or your loved ones.

If Mercy is in your estate plans, or if
you would like more information about
estate giving, contact Christian Jensen,
Vice President of Institutional Advancement
at cjensen@mercyhs.com or
585-288-7120 x308.
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The Journey from Mercy
Anne Hurley Margulies ’74 has had successes and challenges
on her road to becoming Chief Information Officer at one of
the world’s leading universities.
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You may not think that a college student who does well in all
of her subjects except Computer Science would wind up as the
Chief Information Officer at Harvard. But then you may not
know Anne Hurley Margulies ’74. Despite “not being very
good at IT” in her younger years, Anne had a solid academic
foundation thanks to her time at Our Lady of Mercy School for
Young Women. That made all the difference.
Unlike some Mercy students whose parents contemplate
sending their daughter to Mercy or another institution, Anne
was destined to become a Mercy Girl. Her three older sisters
attended Mercy, and when it was Anne’s turn there was no
doubt she would join the “sisterhood.” Anne’s parents knew if
their daughters were going to be successful, getting an education
from Mercy was best place to start the journey.
“I loved every minute of my time at school,” said Anne. “The
values that I hold so dear now were forged in the halls at Our
Lady of Mercy. They have defined who I am as a person and
have driven my success at Harvard.”
It’s not just the values that have remained with Anne since
graduating 44 years ago… it’s also her friends. A group of
about 10 Mercy Girls stay in touch and have had weekend
get-togethers over the years. Within minutes of seeing each
other, this cadre of professionals, retirees, mothers, and
grandmothers begin acting a little less than their years
may dictate.
“I look at my friends smiling and laughing across the table,
and it’s like no time has passed; like we never left Mercy,”
said Anne. “When we get together we are somehow magically
transported back to the senior lounge.”
Some of Anne’s best memories of Mercy are simple; she loved
hanging out in the cafeteria talking with her friends while
making new ones. She says Mercy’s fun, warm, open
environment made it easy to connect with students she didn’t
know. Humans are instinctively tribal, Anne believes, but not
at Mercy; all the students were a family. Underclassmen looked
up to upperclassmen and respect was extended to everyone.
Anne also looked forward to events such as Field Day where
she would “feel the spirit of Mercy” and truly understand how
incredibly lucky she was to attend school here.

Little did Anne know that the bond she
formed with her friends at Mercy was
going to be put to the test only a few
years following graduation. While Anne
was attending college, she received word
that a former Mercy classmate passed away
unexpectedly. In shock and heartbroken, Anne
and other Mercy Girls grieved together over their shared loss.
Anne says it was at that life changing moment the teachings at
Mercy became solidified among her friends into an unbreakable
union. To this day, she continues to feel that power, and from it,
derives strength.
Today, Anne is Vice President and University Chief Information
Officer at Harvard. She is responsible for information
technology strategy, policies, and services that support the
university’s mission of teaching, learning, and research. Anne
leads Harvard University Information Technology (HUIT), which
provides IT services to 30,000 educators, students, and staff.
While at Mercy, Anne took advantage of the opportunities
awarded her, including serving as the Co-Editor of The Quill
student newspaper and President of the Ski Club. In fact, it was
Anne’s oldest sister who started the Ski Club years before and
served as President – as did her middle sister.
But it was the world class academics at Our Lady of Mercy
that really set Anne on her path to success. The rigorous and
relevant coursework truly helped her prepare for college. She felt
completely ready for her collegiate workload because her years at
Mercy set the stage for what was to come.

“If you want to learn to
be a leader, go to Mercy.”
— Anne Hurley Margulies ’74
“When I went to college I was able to absorb information, study
properly, and think critically,” said Anne. “This was due to the
courses, faculty, and expectations at Mercy.”
Before her current position at Harvard, Anne served as the
university’s Assistant Provost and Executive Director for
Information Systems in the late 1990s. Anne also held positions
(Continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)
as Assistant Secretary for Information Technology and CIO for
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and was the founding
Executive Director of MIT OpenCourseWare, MIT’s
internationally acclaimed initiative to publish the teaching
materials for their entire curriculum openly and freely over
the Internet.

body, she shared three critical lessons with the girls. While
she admits they weren’t very original, she believes they are
no less important.

The success Anne has enjoyed in her leadership positions
throughout her career can be directly attributed to her time at
Mercy. Here, she learned to dig deep within herself and take
calculated risks – the bedrock for any successful leader of
industry. While there are many reasons why Mercy was the
perfect academic setting for Anne and her fellow students
to flourish as leaders, she says it was the single gender
atmosphere that gave her the courage to push herself out
of her comfort zone.

While Anne’s journey from Mercy to a trusted leader at one of
the most respected Ivy League universities in the world wasn’t
always easy, it was fun. And that is probably one of the best
lessons she learned at Mercy – that as a Mercy Girl she can not
only have a great career, she can also have an enjoyable life.
Anne draws strength and much joy from her life outside of
work. She has three married children and enjoys spending
time with them and her grandchildren.

“Mercy was empowering to me,” said Anne. “Mostly because
of the all-girls environment. None of us were overshadowed or
distracted by boys. That was a game-changer.”

“Think of a career as a journey, and of course, take risks,”
said Anne. “But most important of all, build and inspire trust.”

“The key to a great life is balance,” said Anne. “It may not
always be easy, but family happiness, business success, and
personal fulfillment hinges on each of us finding the perfect
amount of balance in our respective worlds. Then, nothing
can stop us.”

Anne was the keynote speaker at Mercy’s annual Career Day
event in May. In her speech to the entire high school student

Anne speaks with students at Mercy’s Career Day: An Event to Inspire Career Exploration, Networking, and Empowerment.
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Class Notes
1949

In the Winter 2017 issue of Angles, Mary
Ann DiNieri Swift was listed as deceased.
Mary Ann would like everyone to know
“the old girl is still kickin’!”
In 1999, several women from the Class of
1949 began meeting for lunch on the first
Friday of the month. The luncheons have continued over
the years, although a few of the regular attendees have since
passed away. If any other members of the class are interested in
joining the group, contact either Norma Thompson Phelan at
585-865-1719 or Betty Masse Nietopski at 585-225-1045.

Do you have news to share? Contact us!
585-288-2610 • advancement@mercyhs.com • www.mercyhs.com
You can also use the form on the back of this newsletter.
attended along with her classmates, Carol Crerar Green and
Pat Gay Mueller.

1959

Members of the Class of 1959 met at Buckland Park in Brighton
on August 7, 2017 for their annual picnic. Thirty-three
classmates enjoyed celebrating a beautiful summer day with
each other and talked about their busy, active lives these days.
Carol Bauerschmidt Van Atta brought her collection of Mercy
memorabilia, everything from her “beanie” to the Vignettes,
and numerous photos. Everyone enjoyed a delicious catered
luncheon, and also some special salads and desserts created
by their culinary-inspired classmates. Plan now to attend this
summer’s picnic on Monday, August 6!
The First Friday Luncheon Group from November 3, 2017 are:
Front row (l to r): Marcia Mahon Stillman, Hildegarde DiNardo Romeo,
Julia “Judy” Gaglio Moriconi. Back row: Rose Marie DiGiacomo Warren,
Joanne Fox Miller, Norma Thompson Phelan, and Betty Masse Nietopski.
Deceased members: Mary Ann Paine Miller, Dorothy Giangreco Mon,
and Barbara Vogler Pell.

Veteran Doris Cuddeback Jones, RN lives in Gulfport, MS
and works as a summer camp nurse. For National Nurses Week
in May, Doris organized a big thank you event for the dedicated
nurses where she works. Each nurse was presented a beautiful
framed certificate of appreciation for a job well done!

1955

1963

Eighteen members of the Class of 1955 gathered for lunch in
April at Joey B’s Restaurant in Rochester. Getting together for
lunch has been a twice yearly event for some time now. There
was lots of catching up, reminiscing and laughter. Another
gathering is scheduled for October 23. If you are not on the
calling list but would like to be, contact Pat Fitzpatrick at
585-743-1164.
On June 16, an oratorio Tenebrae
on which Pat Warner collaborated
was performed at the Sage Chapel
on the Cornell University campus.
It is about Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
who stood up to Hitler and was
executed days before World War II
ended, and it parallels the passion
and death of Jesus Christ. Pat
Pat Gay Mueller, Carol Crerar
Green, and Pat Warner

A group of ’63 Mercy Girls
enjoyed a mini-reunion on
a rainy day at High Falls in
Rochester. The lunch was
in honor of Laurie Schapp
Coleman and Nancy
Peitscher Griswold who
were in town visiting. They
both miss Rochester!
Right, back: Nancy Peitscher
Griswold and Laurie Schapp
Coleman. Front: Diane
Dobrzynski O’Neill, Pauline
Bonsignore Black, and Miriam
Benson Ganze.
(Continued on next page)
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1968

Margot Murray has a coaching business called You As Creator.
In 2015, due to health issues related to a bladder infection and
spinal infection in which she was in and out of the hospital for
close to eight months, Margot decided to write a book and web
site about her healing path.

Class of 1968 50th Reunion
The Mercy Class of 1968 50th Reunion is fast approaching!
The committee has been working for months to plan a lovely
evening on October 12 from 6 to 10 p.m. at Shadow Lake Golf
Club in Penfield (it’s the same weekend as Mercy’s multi-class
reunion on Saturday, October 13. You can attend both if you
like). E-mail invitations will be sent in mid-August with more
details. As a class gift in honor of the 50th, contributions to the
Sister Mary Francesca Scholarship Fund are encouraged
(www.mercyhs.com/francesca). The more class participation,
the better! If you have friends from Mercy you haven’t seen for
a long time, call or e-mail to personally invite them. If you are
not currently receiving monthly updates about the reunion from
our Class of 1968 web site, send your name and e-mail address
to Mary Lou Wenthe at cornhillcards@frontier.com or call
585-208-4337. See you there!

1971

Since moving to Dunedin, FL last year, Tracy Ladd MacMillan
has been busy with visits from several of her 1971 classmates.
When together, they continue to sing the praises of their
dear OLM! Below, l to r, are Tracy with Marty Broomfield
Alexandrovich and Jane Gorski Lynch.

1974

Mary Kay Rawlings Bauman
has been pursuing her career of
retirement. Her husband of 30
years recently retired so they
are determined to work on their
bucket list. They have always loved
to travel, and this time, they decided their adventure would be
a cruise along the Rhine River. The landed in France, Germany,
and Switzerland (which enabled them to visit to a cousin in
Germany). While both healthy and on their feet, they are seeing
lands they only dreamed of.
Mary E. O’Brien Zeiner is still living in her ‘starter home’ in
Rochester (she’s now referring to it as her ‘senior-living facility’).
Mary and her husband, Chuck, celebrated their 40th wedding
anniversary on May 27. She works for Catholic Charities of the
Diocese of Rochester in Human Resources where she’s been
for 20 years. Their daughter, Jessica, is a Speech-Language
Pathologist in Denver and their son, Geoffrey, is an artist in
Rochester. ‘Grandmotherhood’ was granted her five years ago
with the birth of Carter Cullinan Gates… who was quickly
followed by Hudson Christopher Gates… who was quickly
followed by Samara Jade Zeiner… who will soon be joined by
grandson ‘Chicky-Hop-Hop’ Gates (which is why older brothers
should not be allowed to name their new siblings). She has two
honorary grandsons, brothers Jérôme Phillip and Garrett Milton.
Mercy is never far from Mary’s thoughts, as she has helped plan
both the 35th and 40th reunions and will be helping to plan the
45th reunion. She is the webmistress for the Class of 1974 web
site and moderates the Class of 1974 Facebook Group. She
enjoys get-togethers with several Mercy classmates.

1976

1972

Anne Kalaska became a grandma in March to grandson
Tucker Harrison Lopez. He lives in Nashville but has already
visited Anne in Chicago twice, and traveled with his mom and
grandma to visit his great-grandmother and papa in Phoenix.

1973

Susan Cady White, Marianne Haggerty, and Ellen Vogt
Stockman on Madeira Beach, Florida in February 2018.
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Mary Pat Noonan Driscoll owns and operates a tour boat on
the Hudson River called Trinity Cruises with her boat Evening
Star. Mary Pat has been a tour boat Captain for 27 years and has
operated tour boats on the Erie Canal, Blackstone River, Ohio
River, and New York Harbor. She started her own business in
2011 when she bought a former U.S. Coast Guard buoy tender.
Mary Pat and her husband, Tim, have three daughters and four
grandchildren who love being aboard the boat.

1976-1981 CONNECTION!
Lisa Amberger ’81 began working with fellow Mercian Mary Pat
Noonan Driscoll ’76 two years ago. They met when Ferry Sloops
held a fundraiser on the Evening Star. Ferry Sloops is a non-profit
environmental sailing organization that Lisa and her boyfriend
Chris Grieco lead. It didn’t take long for the two of them to realize
they were both Mercy Girls. After several fundraisers on the
Evening Star, Mary Pat learned that Lisa had her ‘6-pack’ Coast
Guard Captain’s license. When an injury left Mary Pat short of
crew, Lisa joined her as crew. Lisa is now working toward her
50-ton license. Lisa remarked, “Mary Pat and I are still wearing
blue and white uniforms just like our time at Mercy!”

1978

Ginny Segerson Lenyk and her husband
Mike adopted their daughter Kadience
Isabel Lenyk on November 3, 2017.

1979

Laura McCrank Viau is the Office Administrator and Finance
Assistant for the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra. She was
a volunteer for 20 years, working in the office during school
breaks and assisting with special events. Laura can be spotted
at the reception desk next to the box office, right in the front
window (stop in and say hello!). She uses her math skills from
her days at Mercy and prays to Sr. Dismas to guide her!

1981

1993

After eleven years in Toledo, OH, Jennifer
Moldoch Smiljanich moved to Scottsdale,
AZ to manage the Arizona office of SJS
Investment Services. Jennifer and her
husband Dave have three children: Sophie
(10), Alex (8), and Jacob (6).

1999

Katie Adams Courtney was sworn in as
the 36th president of the Greater Rochester
Association of Women Attorneys on May 23.
It is a 300-member Chapter of the Women’s
Bar Association of New York.

Growing up in Fairport together Eileen Male-Maher and her
best friend, Tracy McGrody, dreamed of someday opening a
business together. And last year, their dream came true with
the opening of Purple Moon Cottage, a store just outside the
Village of Fairport which offers unique gifts, collectibles, and
consigned furniture.

Rebecca Erbelding is an archivist and curator at the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC. She
recently wrote a book entitled Rescue Board: The Untold Story
of America’s Efforts to Save the Jews of Europe. It is based on her
doctoral dissertation, and is the first comprehensive history
of the War Refugee Board, a government agency tasked with
saving lives during the Holocaust (www.rebeccaerbelding.com).

1985

2000

Susan Bruinsma O’Brien started
silversmithing 15 years ago as a
hobby and it has progressed into a
full-time career. Working out of her
home studio in Weedsport, Susan
sells jewelry on-line as well as in retail
shops. For more information, e-mail
Susan at smojewelry@outlook.com.
Two pieces of Susan’s handcrafted
jewelry were featured on the cover of
the Winter 2018 issue of Belle Armoire
Jewelry, a national jewelry trade publication, and also
featured in a 4-page, technique-based article.
Tracy Solarek, joined Clipcentric as Director of Marketing.
She lives in the quaint Victorian village of Round Lake
north of Albany.

1987

Debbie Rickard Waidl completed her
health coach certification through the
Institute of Integrative Nutrition and the
Institute for Functional Health Coaching.
She is the owner of In the Balance Health
Coaching, LLC which specializes in
helping women who have Hashimoto’s
Thyroiditis discover their root cause,
eliminate their symptoms, while
reversing their autoimmune disease.
For more information, go to www.inthebalance.coach.

Natalie McLaren-Neil is a therapist in the Department of
Psychiatry at Strong Memorial Hospital. She is married and has
one son.

2001

Carolyn Whitbeck was recently promoted to Manager of
Youth/Teen Sports, Fitness, Leagues and Activity Centers at the
Louis S. Wolk Jewish Community Center in Brighton. In her
position, Carolyn created and runs a new youth program called
FIT Females. FIT Females encourages girls ages 8-12 to find and
follow their individual path to their health and fitness potential
through social interactions, demonstrations, and by exploring
a variety of fitness classes (running, strength training, yoga,
TRX, etc.). Carolyn has also been named a top 100 individual
fundraiser for Walk MS, an annual fundraising event for the
Upstate NY Chapter of The Multiple Sclerosis Society.
At the Annual Senior Class Breakfast in April,
Mercy’s Class of 2018 was welcomed as the
newest members of the Our Lady of Mercy
Alumnae Association. The seniors were
treated to a special breakfast and received the
traditional ‘Forever in the Circle of Mercy’
tumbler. Alumna guest speaker, Helen Root
Scalia ’01, shared a few highlights of her
journey since her days at Mercy, reminding the girls among
other things, to never lose their inner Mercy Girl.
(Continued on next page)
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2002

Molly McBride Hickey and her husband
Ryan (McQuaid class of ’98) welcomed
their daughter Anna Teresa on July 1,
2017. They are loving every minute
together as a family!
Isaiah and Caroline Whelan Tolbert
welcomed the perfect Christmas
present… daughter Eleanor Diane on
December 19, 2017.

2003

Annie Nemeth ran the 2018 Boston
Marathon in April. Despite the torrential
downpour for the entire 26.2 miles, Annie
remarked, “It was a true test of the human
spirit but I did it!” Another highlight
for Annie this year is her engagement to
Casey Browning.

2005

Erin McBride moved to Australia a little under two years ago
where she has been teaching and helping to run a pig farm. She
currently lives in Tasmania. It’s far from home, but a lot of fun.
Erin enjoys the sunshine and experiencing a new country and
amazing people!

Alexandra Benitez Skwirz graduated in May 2018 from the
University of Rochester’s Family Nurse Practitioner program.

2008

Wedding bells will be ringing from August through December
for five members of the class of 2008. Congratulations Jessica
Andrychuk, Alana Antetomaso, Flavia Colangelo, Kathleen
Covney, and Michelle Grosodonia!

2010

Katie Thomas graduated from Catholic University in 2014
with a bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering. She then
completed her master’s degree in Engineering the following
year, also from Catholic University. She currently works for
the Department of the Navy as a civilian engineer at the Naval
Surface Warfare Center in Bethesda, MD. She works on projects
involving nuclear submarines and often has to go ‘underway’
on the submarines for several weeks at a time to test various
equipment. She lives in Washington D.C., near the U.S. Capitol.

2011

Meghan Kiely has been working in the Advancement
Department at the University of Rochester since 2016. She
is currently an administrative assistant, supporting the VP of
Communications, Marketing, and Constituent Engagement.
Meghan is a member of the Rochester Yacht Club, continuing
to pursue her love of sailing which began on the Mercy Sailing
Team where she served as team Captain.

2012

2006

Kerrie Smith Mullen and her
husband, Sean, welcomed twin boys
Ryan Bennett and Brennan Renz on
April 2, both at 3:49 a.m. They are
doing well… just exhausted. Big
brother Rory is an awesome helper!

2007

Colleen Hurley Hardy and her husband, Sebastian, own
Living Roots Wine & Co. The winery includes a production
area and a tasting room which has a standing bar and retail
space stocked with wine and gifts. It is located on University
Avenue in Rochester. Living Roots makes and sells wines in
both Upstate New York and South Australia.
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Liz Thomas is a graduate of Mount St. Mary’s University
in Emmitsburg, MD. She graduated with a degree in
Communications with strong concentrations in Business
and Human Resources. Liz is currently working as a human
resource professional for Mutual of America, a major financial
firm in New York City. She enjoys walking a few short blocks to
work every day since she lives in a great apartment in
mid-town Manhattan.

2013

Emma Falk graduated from Loyola
University in May 2017. She’s been
working since June 2017 as an
account manager on the Miller Lite
team at DDB Chicago, a full-service
advertising agency.

2014

Aidan Falk graduated in May 2018
from the University of Michigan.
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At a ceremony in May, Martha
Ormanoski was awarded Cornell
University’s Merrill Presidential
Award. This award is given to
seniors who are in the top 1% of
their graduating class who have displayed strong leadership and
service skills. It also honors the high school teacher and Cornell
professor who inspired the student the most. Martha chose Mr.
Richard Hendrick, who taught her AP Physics while at Mercy.
Katie Juroe graduated in December 2017 magna cum laude
from Ohio State University with a Bachelor of Science degree
in Psychology and a minor in Business. She is working as a
marketing associate for a company in Dayton, Ohio.
Maria Geba was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and graduated from
the University of Rochester with a B.A. degree (with highest
distinction) in Mathematics. She will begin medical school
at the University at Buffalo’s Jacobs School of Medicine and
Biomedical Sciences in August.
Olivia Conti graduated in May 2018
from Ohio State University’s Fisher College
of Business with a Bachelor of Science
in Finance.
Terese Cannon graduated with honors and was selected to
deliver the commencement address at the USC Leventhal School
of Accounting. She was a Stevens Scholar, an
honor reserved for student athletes who have a
3.5 GPA or higher. Terese completed her first
season as the captain of the 5th ranked national
collegiate beach volleyball team and will return
next year to play and complete her master’s in
Accounting, also at the Leventhal School.
Maryn Cannon graduated magna cum laude
from Georgetown University McDonough
School of Business, and is excited to have
accepted a position as a brand manager for the
national firm Jet.com.

2017

Katherine Warth made dean’s list at St. Anselm College for
the fall 2017 semester. Katherine is an American Studies major
and in the honors program at St. Anselm. She was accepted
into Alpha Lambda Delta, a national honor society for first-year
students, for the 2017-2018 academic year.
___________________________________________________
CORRECTION: In the winter 2017 issue of Angles, the photo
of the Class of 1962 Spring Luncheon, Marilyn Schlueter
Guerriero was sitting in the front row third from the left;
not Marilyn Leo Schicker.

So Proud of our
Mercy Alumnae!
Laurie Gattelaro Sagona ’75, a Mercy
Associate with the Sisters of Mercy,
was selected as one of the 34 honorees
for the first-ever Rochester Business
Journal Women of Excellence awards.
The Women of Excellence awards
were established this year to recognize
women for their career accomplishments, community
involvement, leadership and sustained commitment
to mentoring.
Pam Fennell Baker ’74, P’12, a Mercy
Board of Trustees member, was a
2018 ATHENA Awards finalist. The
ATHENA Awards recognizes women
who demonstrate excellence, creativity
and initiative in their business or
profession, provide valuable service by
contributing time and energy to improve the quality of life
for others in the community, and actively assist women in
realizing their full leadership potential.
Rose Feor Cooper ’02, a member of
Mercy’s Enrollment Committee, was
a 2018 ATHENA Young Professional
Awards finalist. The ATHENA Young
Professional Awards, launched by the
Women’s Council in Rochester in 2015,
celebrates emerging female business
leaders between the ages of 30-45 who are poised to take
over high-level leadership roles and demonstrate that they
are women-to-watch.
Caroline Whelan Tolbert ’02, a
Mercy Board of Trustees member, was
a recipient of the 2017 Forty Under 40
award. Nominated by the community
and selected by a committee of business
leaders, the Forty Under 40 awards
recognize forty men and women,
under the age of 40, who have achieved professional
success and have also made significant civic contributions
to our community.
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Getting Together...
IN NAPLES AND
BOCA RATON, FLORIDA
Photos clockwise from top left:
Fred and Paula Klos Poinsett ’65,
Tom and Pat Stephan Chisholm ’65,
Dan and Karen Ewell Maginn
Mike and MaryLou Popen Herrmann ’71,
Jim and Debbie Odorczyk P ’03,
Mary and Ron Pluta P ’09
Front Row (l to r): Carol Carson Musso ’58,
Jo Ann Schneider Ackerson ’58,
Mary Heindl Tychesen ’83, Kitty Creay Stettner ‘73
Back Row (l to r): Mary Lou Ralph Doyle ’61 & P
’83, ’88, ’90 ’92, Millie Brady ’58,
Karen Ralph ’72, Margaret Stolze Bernstein ’66
Bill and Barbara Pulsifer P ’80,
Mary Lou Ralph Doyle ’61 & P ’83, ’88, ’90, ’92,
Carol Stoffel Erbland ’59

Class of 1962 Annual

Spring Luncheon
Members of the Class of 1962 enjoyed lots of laughs, lively
conversation, and good food in the Art Gallery at Mercy on
May 9. To see all of the photos, visit www.mercyhs.com.

From l to r: Column 1 (top to bottom): Sharon Somerville Dillon,
Sheila McStravick Conti, Gail Bauerschmidt
Column 2: Diane Sharick Waterstreet, Judy Spodaryk Walters,
Sue Walker Graves, Heide Froschmeier George
Column 3: Mary Ellen Carey Steele,
Marilyn Schlueter Guerriero, Mary Ellen Flynn Mount
Column 4: Jo Ann Wyman Trott, Cheri Nugent Walsh,
Donna Stack Murphy, Helen Delaire Crego, Anita Shortino Elsbree
Column 5: Jackie Lomenzo McGuire,
Mary Seelos Baxter, Carolyn Parisi Sutter
Column 6: Elaine Mangione Fitzgerald,
Marge Smith Keiffer, Carm Rehtz

Come For
Lunch at
Mercy!
28

Class luncheons provide a wonderful opportunity for alumnae to socialize with their classmates and to
continue the friendships made so many years ago. For any group that would like to schedule a lunch
(or an after work ‘happy hour’) here at Mercy, contact Karen Ralph ’72, Director of Alumnae Relations
at 585-288-7120 x313 or kralph@mercyhs.com.
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Alumnae Awards

Honor those in our
Mercy Community

Alumnae Circle of Mercy Award

award. Please include your name and contact information.
Anonymous or self-nominations will not be accepted.
All nominations need to be submitted by August 15, 2018

This award is presented annually to a Mercy graduate whose
accomplishments, personal or professional, are deserving of
recognition. The recipient’s life should reflect the Mercy values of
excellence, compassion, faith, leadership, and service. Please
nominate a woman who meets one or more of the following criteria:
• Notable achievement in her profession or career
• Exceptional support of church, parish activities or
other volunteerism
• Personal achievement

Alumnae Service of the Year Award
Presented annually, this award recognizes an alumna who has
given of her time and talent for the benefit of Our Lady of Mercy
School for Young Women. The person has demonstrated
extraordinary dedication to the school and has been an ambassador
for Mercy. She has a passion for OLM and its mission to educate
young women in academics and faith.

Nominating Process
To nominate an alumna, please submit a detailed explanation as
to why this woman should be recognized by Mercy and for which

Send nominations to:
Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women
1437 Blossom Road, Rochester, NY 14610
Attention: Karen Ralph
You may also email nominations to kralph@mercyhs.com.
A committee made up of Mercy staff members and a member of
the Board of Trustees will review the nominations. The recipients
will be selected by September 5, 2018 and the awards will be
presented by Mercy’s president at the Alumnae Reunion
in October.
Please direct all questions to Karen Ralph ’72, Director of
Alumnae Relations, at kralph@mercyhs.com or 585-288-7120
x313. This information is also posted under the Alumnae page
of the Mercy web site.

Annual Alumnae Happy Hour
The ever-popular Mercy Alumnae Happy Hour was held on May 31 at City Grill in Rochester.
Nearly 100 alumnae, representing seven decades of Mercy girls, enjoyed conversation, laughs,
and camaraderie. Thanks in large part to the members of the Class of 1982, more than $1,100 was
raised for the Mercy Fund from all alumnae in attendance... putting Mercy over the top of our goal of
$195,000! The Class of 1982 also led a rousing rendition of Mercy's Alma Mater. Thank you to all
the spirited alumnae who attended; you made it such a special evening! To see all the photos, visit
www.mercyhs.com.

(l to r): Carol Simmons Stenglein ’49,
Sophia Eliseeva ’11, Ginni Harden Pierce ’49,
Danielle Rawleigh ’11, Jeanette Kuhn Cullen ’49

(l to r): Mary Roth McDonough ’75, Laurie
Gattelaro Sagona ’75, Lucille Falzone ’75,
Pam Heal Calpus ’75, Mary Beth Ward East ’75

Michelle Grosodonia ’08 and
Julie Burke ’03

(1 to r): Paula Heddon Murphy ’90,
Kate Curran ’90, Kathleen Hurley ’79
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Mercy Fund Campaign Reaches Goal!

In November 2017, Mercy launched its critical Annual Fund
appeal. We are proud to report – thanks to the generosity of our
committed alumnae, generous friends, and dedicated staff – we
reached our goal of $195,000! Because of you, Mercy continues
to be able to instill life changing competence, confidence, and
compassion in our students. Your involvement has had a direct
impact on Mercy’s success in preparing and inspiring young
women to achieve the highest level of success in college, in
career, and in the community.

Your gift helps us keep and expand our academic programs at
the world class level; support extra-curricular programs that help
students find their passions; forge life-long bonds, and learn
lessons that can’t be taught in a classroom; open the doors for
young women of all backgrounds through life changing, needbased scholarships; and help the values of Mercy live on for years
to come. With a world class education, life-long inspiration, and
a commitment to serve others, Mercy Girls can change the world!
Thank you!

The Forgotten Donation:
Corporate Matching Gifts
By Kelly Conlan, Director of Corporate Relations and Special Events

Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women is very fortunate
to receive so many gifts each year to our Mercy Fund from our
alumnae, friends, families, faculty, and staff. One of the ways a
donor can contribute to the Fund is through a ‘matching gift’
offered by many companies to their employees. Businesses
encourage their employees’ philanthropy through programs that
donate money and resources to the nonprofits that employees
deeply care about.
Matching gifts are a great way for individuals to maximize the
donations they make to our school. Companies that implement
matching gift programs will typically match their employee’s
donation to a nonprofit at a 1:1 ratio. Some companies, however,
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will match gifts at up to a 4:1 ratio.
Employees must submit paperwork
either electronically or manually to take
advantage of their employers’ matching gift programs.
Mercy benefits from matching gift programs by receiving twice as
many donations as they normally would. Employees benefit from
matching gifts by maximizing their donations with little effort.
Companies benefit by contributing to a cause that their
employees care about. Everyone wins! For more information,
contact Kelly Conlan, Director of Corporate Relations and
Special Events at kconlan@mercyhs.com.

Farewell to Mercy’s Principal
It is with a deep sense of gratitude that we bid farewell to Mercy Principal Mr. Terry Quinn.
For the past ten years, Mr. Quinn has been at the helm of our great school, taking it to new
levels of academic excellence. He has never wavered in his diligent support of the students,
families, and the faculty. After serving as an educator for 43 years, Mr. Quinn would like to
spend more time with his wife, Ginny Teall Quinn ’70 and his growing family of grandkids.
We wish him much luck in this new chapter of his life!

Important Fall Dates

Consult the on-line calendar for details (www.mercyhs.com/calendar).
August 28............. New Parent Orientation
August 29............. Student Orientation
September 5......... First Day of School
September 14....... Middle School Picture Day
September 21....... High School Picture Day
September 27....... Mini Schedule Night
September 28....... Spirit Day
October 25........... Open House

October 27........... Family Fun Night
November 1......... All Saints Day Mass
November 9-11.... Fall Musical
November 16....... Tasting Trail Fundraiser
November 17....... Spirit Gala Fundraiser
December 11........ High School Christmas Concert
December 13........ Middle School Christmas Concert
December 20........ Golden Mass

S A V E T H E D AT E S :
19th Annual
Father Ed Zimmer
Memorial Mercy
Golf Tournament
Wednesday, July 18, 2018
Shadow Lake Golf Club
Registration includes 18 holes, breakfast,
lunch, buffet dinner, raffle prizes, and
awards. Through the generosity of
sponsors, golfers, and friends, the tourney
has raised more than $525,000 over the
last 18 years. When you partner and/or
play with us in this event, you support
the long lasting impact of a quality worldclass education for future generations.
If you have any questions, reach out to
Kelly Conlan at 585-288-7120 x312.

Alumnae
Reunion 2018

Mercy’s 16th
Annual Spirit Gala

Saturday, October 13, 2018

Saturday, November 17, 2018

It’s time for alumnae from the class years
ending in 3 and 8 to return to Mercy
and celebrate! Save the date
and spread the word to your fellow
classmates to join the celebration on
Saturday, October 13, 2018.

If you would like to support and/or
attend our event, please reach out to
Kelly Conlan at gala@mercyhs.com
or 585-288-7120 x312. For more
information, visit the gala web page at
www.mercyhs.com/gala.

The festivities will begin with mass at
4 p.m. followed by a reception and
tours of the school lasting until 8 p.m.
An invitation will be mailed in August
to all members of the honored classes.
Mark your calendars now!

Register at www.mercyhs.com/golf
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Mercy Service:
A Bright Beacon to Those in Need
The Mercy Service program (formerly known as Passport to
Understanding) is now in its 12th year at Our Lady of Mercy
School for Young Women. Since its inception, the goal of the
program has been to educate young women in the Mercy
tradition of service instilled in us through the work of
Catherine McAuley.
The program provides compassionate service opportunities
for interested high school students to learn about and help
serve the needs of others in our Rochester community,
as well as provide weeklong service trips nationally and
internationally. Mercy Service is voluntary; the school does
not require mandatory service hours upon graduation. Even
though it is not a requirement, students continue to happily
contribute their time to helping others.

Amanda Folwell, Mr. Bob Stevenson and Marissa Zajia playing
Wii Bowling at The Legacy.

“The beauty of Mercy Service is that two to four opportunities
per week are provided for each student,” said Mercy Service
Coordinator, Therese Mack Randazzese ’89. “There are so
many ways our girls can connect with our community, and
they look forward to it every time.”
It is not uncommon for Mercy Girls to volunteer at Cameron
Community Ministries and provide homework assistance to
children who live in poverty. The girls also play games and
help seniors at The Legacy and Fairport Baptist Homes, cook
meals for families who stay at the Ronald McDonald House,
cook and clean for women and children at Bethany House,
and bake cookies and learn about end-of-life care at The
Hildebrandt Hospice Care Center.

Sabrina Dursunova with children at Cameron Community Ministries.

Lily Hyde, Caroline Hellstern, Julia Cilano, Maggie Swartz, and
Olivia Obuhanych at Hildebrandt Hospice baking cookies for visitors.
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Best Buddies Forges New Friendships
The Best Buddies program is an
international, non-profit organization
dedicated to establishing a global
volunteer movement that creates
opportunities for one-to-one friendships,
and integrated leadership development
for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Founded in 1989 by Anthony Kennedy Shriver (son of Eunice
Kennedy Shriver, founder of Special Olympics) when he was
a college student at Georgetown University, Best Buddies links
Mercy students with individuals with intellectual developmental
disabilities (IDD).
Once a month, Mercy students spend time with children at Holy
Childhood building friendship through playing cards, drawing,
making crafts, talking, and laughing. Mercy’s Best Buddies
Chapter is one of over 1,500 high school, middle school, and
college campus chapters nationally and internationally. Our
Chapter Student President, Emma Kate Mancini ’19, was
inspired one day at Varsity Soccer practice this past fall.

Coach Donna Trost invited students from Holy Childhood to play
soccer with our athletes. Emma Kate was overcome with joy and
connection from practice that day that she put forth incredible effort
to bring Best Buddies to Mercy. Vice President Taylor Loiacono
’19 and Emma Kate have grown Mercy’s Chapter to over 80
middle and high school students empowering connections and
friendships for years to come with individuals with IDD.

Mercy Girls are with some buddies at the Friendship Walk on May 5, 2018.

M&M Service: Two Schools, One Mission
M&M Service, Mercy and McQuaid’s new service program,
brings together high school students from both institutions to
build healthy relationships through service. Mercy and McQuaid
parent volunteer, Connie DiFelice P’21, founder of McQuaid’s
Mother for Others, approached Mercy Service Coordinator,
Therese Mack Randazzese ’89 with the idea of bringing the
students together in a focused volunteer effort each month.
After careful planning, the idea came to life in October 2017 as
over 75 Mercy and McQuaid students joined together for the first
M&M Service: Sisters and Brothers in Service for Others. The
team visited Oatka Cemetery in Scottsville where they helped
clean headstones of those individuals who have no one to visit or
care for their graves. The group also weeded and planted spring
bulbs to beautify the cemetery. Sr. Joan McAteer, RSM, MA ’66
led the group in prayer and Sr. Beth, SSJ gave a short talk on
honoring the most vulnerable in our community.
Once a month on Sundays throughout this school year, students
from both schools helped out at the House of Mercy Homeless
shelter. Groups of 20 to 40 students and various parents gathered
first in the morning to listen to speakers and provide service.
Testimonials by former homeless individuals, Juan and Hubert,

shared their stories of compassion, resilience, reality, prayer,
faith and community as they conveyed to our students how the
welcoming spirit of House of Mercy has helped them to turn
their lives around. All participated in kitchen duty, outside yard
work, inside cleaning, or organizing. All attended noon mass
celebrated by Fr. Bob Reiser, McQuaid President and Fr. Bill
Donnelly. Afterward, they enjoyed serving and helping with the
early Sunday afternoon dinner, feeding hundreds of individuals
who are homeless.

Seniors with Fr. Bob Reiser, SJ and Sr. Grace Miller, RSM after noon
mass celebration.
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Looking
Beyond
Mercy
In April, students in grades 9-12 participated in An Event to
Inspire Career Exploration, Networking, and Empowerment.
This event focused on career exploration and the power of
networking, as well as the many professional successes of Mercy
alumnae. Twenty-two graduates of our school with a diverse
range of experience returned to Mercy to share their personal
education, experiences, and career paths.
The day began with a keynote speaker presentation by Anne
Hurley Margulies ’74, Vice President and University Chief
Information Officer at Harvard University. Anne emphasized
the importance of embracing challenge, networking, and
finding balance in your career. Following Anne’s presentation,
the students moved to classrooms for multiple breakout sessions
lead by the remarkable group of alumnae speakers. Special
thanks to Heather Hanson Goodbody ’87, sponsor and
creator of this annual event, for her vision and for her
generous support.

Anne Hurley Margulies ’74 delivers her keynote
address at An Event to Inspire Career Exploration,
Networking, and Empowerment.
Photos from top to bottom:
• Heather Hanson Goodbody ’87 and students
• Alumnae Breakout Session Speakers
• Speakers, l to r, Marie Figueiredo ’06,
Kate Roth Hildebrandt ’06, Brigid Randisi ’06,
and Colleen Hurley Hardy ’07
• Students listen with interest at a breakout session
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Sports Roundup
By Anthony Yandek, Athletic Director

The 2017-2018 winter sports season got
off to a great start with over 150 athletes
participating on four varsity teams, one
junior varsity team, and four modified
teams, keeping the gymnasiums and fitness
center busy every afternoon and evening.
The varsity Basketball team advanced to a
third straight Class AA Sectional Championship game, finishing
as runners-up after a heartbreaking loss. The varsity Bowling team
finished second overall in the Private-Parochial League and earned
a spot in the Section V Bowling Championships. On the slopes,
Mercy’s Alpine Ski Team earned a ninth-place finish in the Class A
Sectional Championships.
Meanwhile, new head coach Stephanie Barbero ’81 led the
Indoor Track team to a Class B Sectional title. Freshman Shannon
Trevor ’21 won individual Sectional titles in the 1000 meter and
1500 meter races. Junior Meredith McGee ’19 earned an
individual Sectional title in both the shotput and the weight
throw. Mercy’s 4x800 meter relay team of juniors Julia Spagnola
’19 and Kitty Bogdan ’19, freshman Shannon Trevor ’21, and
senior Julia Wade ’18 took home a Sectional title. Shannon
Trevor ’21 was also selected to represent Section V at the Indoor
State Championship meet in Albany. Lastly, four Mercy student
athletes were selected to the Democrat and Chronicle’s All
Greater-Rochester winter teams: seniors Traiva Breedlove ’18
(Basketball), Katie Titus ’18 (Basketball), and Leah Koonmen ’18
(Basketball), and freshman Shannon Trevor ’21 (Indoor Track).
With the warm weather
and sunshine finally
arriving, Mercy student
athletes could be seen
competing in softball,

lacrosse, outdoor track, crew, and sailing this spring season. The
softball team followed up last year’s Class A Sectional title by
repeating as Sectional Champions with 7-0 win over Mendon
High School. Sophomore pitcher Riley Maher ’20 was named
tournament MVP. On the lacrosse field, freshman Sami Carey
’21 recorded her 100th career varsity goal and finished as Section
V’s regular season points leader as the Monarchs advanced to the
Class B Quarterfinals. On the waterways, senior Bridey Ryan ’18
and junior Olivia Schaertl ’19 earned a Scholastic State
Championship for the Crew Team in the women’s senior doubles,
while the Sailing Team placed third overall in the New York State
Championships. Finally, the Outdoor Track team finished as
runners-up in the Class B Sectional Championships, with
Shannon Trevor ’21 advancing to the State Championship meet
after winning the 1500 meter race.
Outside of their practices and competitions, many of the
Monarch teams participated in the Athletic Department’s
Call to Service Challenge, where teams take a day out of their
busy sports schedules to give back to the community. The winter
sports season also witnessed the introduction of the Lion’s Den –
Mercy’s new student cheering section, which encouraged student
attendance at sporting events and helped sponsor contests and
competitions during halftime of home Basketball games.
Mercy athletes also continued to participate in the Sports
Medicine for the Soul program during the winter and spring
seasons. Coaches and athletes found time in between practices
and games to discuss spiritual growth, character development,
and sportsmanship by applying the principles of the Catholic faith
to athletic competition. Overall, it was a great year for the
Monarchs, where there was much enthusiasm, competitive play,
and both personal and team growth to celebrate. Go Monarchs!
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Introducing
‘Mac’ the Mercy
Monarch
From 8th grader Molly Kantz ’22:
“After spending time reading and understanding the play version
of The Diary of Anne Frank, Mercy’s 8th graders took a field trip to
Geva Theater to watch a performance of the play. While watching
the play, we felt a direct connection with Anne who, being about
the same age, dealt with feelings of loss and confusion as many
young teens do. By feeling this connection, it was easier to put
ourselves in the shoes of Anne and her family... which crushed
our hearts.”

From freshman Clare Adams ’21:
“Mercy Service volunteers recently spent time at Cameron
Ministries and had the best time dancing, playing games, and
helping the children with their homework. Going to Cameron is
so much fun because the kids are so excited to see us when we
arrive and we can create such a strong bond with each of them.
Cameron is such a great place; every Mercy girl should get a
chance to be a part of helping out.”

From senior Angel Yang ’18:
“Recently, we were at Camp Stella Maris in Livonia for a senior
retreat. Our whole senior class along with some teachers went
with us. We had many open and honest conversations with
how we feel about the future. We shared our excitements and
worries about colleges and new changes we are going to face. We
also shared with each other how we appreciate each one of our
classmates and how we see ourselves and others through our
years at Mercy. Throughout this experience, we’ve had deep
understandings with our classmates and opened our hearts to
each other.”

36

ANGLES • SUMMER 2018

ac is Mercy’s lovable stuffed
Monarch lion who tags along with
Mercy Girls on their adventures. The name
‘Mac’ pays homage to Sisters of Mercy
foundress, Catherine McAuley. Mac is a
fun, visual way our students can extend the
Circle of Mercy on mission trips, field trips,
extracurricular excursions, volunteer
opportunities, and more.

Showcasing Success
Over the past 89 years, there have been thousands of stories from
Mercy alumnae… each story as compelling as the last. In 2017,
Mercy’s Advancement Department began an initiative to capture
some of these stories and testimonials to showcase the success of
the school’s graduates on the world stage.
First displayed within the school, the posters are then shared on
social media, the Mercy web site, and in publications such as

Angles. Each poster features a photo of a current or former
student, as well as a meaningful quote they wish to impart to
others who may wish to follow in their footsteps – either as a
Mercy Girl or in a certain career. To date, these inspirational
posters have garnered tens of thousands of views from across the
United States! The latest poster subject is Clare Adams who is on
the cover of this publication.

From the Heart:
Valentines for Veterans
Thanks to the efforts of Dori Cuddeback Jones, RN ’59, Mercy was able to make a wonderful
and profound connection with the Armed Forces Retirement Home in Gulfport, Mississippi.
Through the Valentines for Veterans project, Mercy art students made hundreds of creative
Valentine’s Day cards for retired service men and women living in Armed Forces Retirement
homes across the U.S. Through the coordination of Mercy’s Art Teacher Mary Pat O’Brien-Kiely,
students produced hundreds of beautiful cards that were boxed and delivered to veterans. The
Circle of Mercy certainly extends far and wide!
ANGLES • SUMMER 2018
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Farewell to
our Seniors
The 87th commencement ceremonies of Our Lady of Mercy School for
Young Women took place on June 8, 2018 at the Eastman Theatre.
Hundreds of parents, grandparents, siblings, aunts and uncles cheered
for the 124 seniors as they proudly transitioned into the next chapter
of their lives. The graduates will make their way to over 75 colleges
and universities in September, including Brown, Dartmouth, Cornell,
U of R, Notre Dame, Villanova, Duquesne, Northeastern, Penn State,
Xavier, Colgate, Wellesley, University of Buffalo, Binghamton,
Manhattan College, and RIT among others. Our young ladies will be
studying Nursing, Business, International Relations, Physical Therapy,
and a host of other fields.
Graduation speaker Grace
Fjermedal ’18 said it best, “As my
sisters and I join together in singing
Mercy’s Alma Mater, we will recite
the phrase “Via, Veritas, et Vita”
meaning the Way, the Truth, and
the Life. While Mercy’s timehonored traditions are ingrained
in us, it is imperative that we add
our own verse. For only with our
creative spirit, cumulative wisdom,
and collective voice can we fully
transform this motto into our
identity. As we, the Our Lady of
Mercy Class of 2018 cross this stage,
it is up to us to define the Way, the
Truth, and the Life as young women
of change.”

38

ANGLES • SUMMER 2018

My College Decision!

“It was a tough decision, but I’ve chosen to attend Case Western Reserve University
where I plan to double major in Chemical Biology and Music. Upon graduation, I
hope to continue my education in the field of medicine specializing in endocrinology.
Mercy has best prepared me for college by making me an effective communicator.
I have learned the critical writing skills necessary to be successful in a college
environment. Through various opportunities to present in class as well as my
MOTTO project, I have learned how to synthesize my ideas into a format that is
presentable to a wide variety of audiences. I am confident that next year in college, I
will be able to eloquently express my ideas no matter in what setting I find myself!”

“I will be attending the University of Vermont where I will study Social Work.
After earning my master’s degree, I hope to work in the education system serving
children living in extreme poverty. Without my Mercy experience, I would not be
the person I am today. I have learned to take pride in who I am. Mercy has taught
me what it means to be an empowered woman – one with goals and dreams. This
school has totally prepared me for college because for years I have been driven to
work hard, as well as to learn from my failures. I am surrounded by strong teachers
who have taught me to value my Mercy education.”

“I am so happy to be attending Notre Dame next year where I will be studying
Pre-Health. After college, I hope to attend veterinary school and earn my Doctor of
Veterinary Medicine. I love working with animals and have a passion for volunteering
with animal-related health organizations in the community. Mercy has fostered a faithfilled learning environment centered on the growth of students as innovators, thinkers,
and servants which has motivated me to take responsible risks in my education,
leadership, and extracurricular activities. Thanks to the dedication of my teachers and
the collaboration among my classmates, I have developed a strong work ethic and
curiosity for learning that has prepared me for success in college and beyond!”
Grace was named a finalist in the Women’s Council’s 19th Annual Young Women of Distinction Award. The council, an affiliate of
the Greater Rochester Chamber of Commerce, identified 20 female high school seniors who have displayed leadership, academic
excellence, and involvement in their community.

“I am proud to have been admitted into the Leaders in Medicine Program at
Union College in Schenectady. With admission into this direct entry program,
I have the opportunity to graduate from Union in four years with an
interdisciplinary bachelor’s degree, majoring in Biology and Spanish, along with
earning an M.B.A. in Health Care Management. After Union, I will automatically
be admitted into Albany Medical School. One day, I hope to serve as an
anesthesiologist on medical missions. I have no doubt that the educational and
extracurricular opportunities I have received at Mercy, along with all the
encouragement and support from teachers and staff, were key to helping me
realize my goal and gain admittance into this amazing college program!”
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Via, Veritas Et Vita
Via — the Way:
embracing Gospel values
Veritas — the Truth:
unleashing creative energy
for the pursuit of knowledge
Vita — the Life:
nurturing a hope-filled
vision for leadership,
responsibility and service

Click. Shop. Give!
As part of our fundraising efforts, Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women
participates in the AmazonSmile program. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for
you to donate to Mercy when you shop on Amazon. When you shop at smile.amazon.com,
you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection, and identical shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon
will donate a portion of the purchase price to Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women.
Here’s how you do it: On your first visit to AmazonSmile via computer or mobile device, you need to search for ‘Our Lady of Mercy School
for Young Women’ and select it as your charity. Then, shop as normal. Thank you for participating!

KEEP
US IN
THE
LOOP

If you change any of the following: name, address, phone number, e-mail address, or spouse’s name,
please update your information with Mercy’s Advancement Office. Contact us at 585-288-2610,
advancement@mercyhs.com, or visit www.mercyhs.com. You can also use the form below. While you’re
at it, tell us what’s new!
Name_____________________________________________________________Class year__________________
(PLEASE INCLUDE MAIDEN NAME, IF APPLICABLE)

Spouse’s name_______________________________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip________________________________________________________________________________
Phone (work/home/cell)_______________________________________________________________________
E-mail_____________________________________________________________________________________
n Please check the box if address or contact info is new.

BECOME A FAN OF MERCY!
Join Mercy’s Facebook fan page. Visit us at
www.facebook.com/mercyhs.

