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Reflections of a Mercy Senior
By Andrea Sciortino, Class of 2017
"When I think about how I feel as a Mercy girl,
I feel welcome, cared for, loved, and
understood. I have outstanding teachers
who really care about me as an
individual. Most importantly, I
received an incredible education.
I am sad to be leaving, but am
excited for what is next to
come because I know Mercy
has prepared me.”

Follow us
on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/mercyhs
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President’s Message
The end of the school year is typically a time of intense conflicting
emotions, most especially for seniors. Seniors at Our Lady of
Mercy School for Young Women feel both the excitement and
anticipation of moving on to the collegiate level, while at the
same time feeling a keen sense of loss – the loss of the exceptional
experience of being with classmates on a daily basis who have
become ‘sisters.’
Faculty and parents experience a range of feelings as well. One
teacher lamented, “We want the girls to graduate; we just don’t want them to leave!”
It is indeed a time of both beginnings and endings. We send off Mercy’s 86th graduating
class with a foundation of confidence, knowing they are exceedingly well-prepared and
grounded in faith, and are ready to make a difference in our world.
This splendid group of young women have not only done exceptionally well academically –
having merited over $20 million in college scholarships ($188,000 per graduate!) – but even
more noteworthy, each completed a Motto project, named to reflect our school’s motto:
Via, Veritas, et Vita. The Motto Project is now a graduation prerequisite, which requires our
seniors to select an area that is of great interest to them and one that is connected to the
Critical Concerns of the Sisters of Mercy. There are three main sections to a Motto project:
research, a service/volunteer portion, and a final presentation.
I know that your prayerful and loving support of our school has made the advantage of a
Mercy education possible for today’s generation of young women. We thank you and hope
you recognize the part you have played in our young women’s success.
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Mercy girls are already making a difference!
Mercy’s
Mock Trial Team
Several Mercy
defeated all schools
students were on hand
in Monroe County
to help protect homes
and earned 2nd Place
from flooding along
at the regional
Through the
Lake Ontario.
competition.
Passport to Understanding
(see
page 10).
program, six Mercy high school
students travelled to Guyana,
South America and worked with
the children at the St. John Bosco
Orphanage helping to provide
for the physical, psychological,
social, cultural, and spiritual
needs of young boys
(see page 13).

The Robotics
Team earned high
marks for creative and
effective robot design at
the State competition
at RIT and the
regional event in
Cleveland.

Mercy Fund Closing In On Goal
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The
Lady Monarchs
basketball team
made it to the
Final Four
in Albany.

Several
Mercy students
won prizes in
Brighton Memorial
Library’s Annual
Alice B. Wilson Teen
Literary Awards
Contest.

A

s you know, Mercy is faithful in stewarding all sources of school revenue. We are
successful in enhancing faith-filled academic programs, recruiting and retaining
top-notch faculty, improving athletics, and offering engaging extracurricular
activities. The vital Mercy Fund allows us to build upon these successes and ensure Mercy is a
place where students can receive a world-class education for generations to come (read about
Mary Grace’s experience below). Please consider supporting Our Lady of Mercy School
for Young Women through the Mercy Fund. Currently, we have reached nearly
87% of our $180,000 goal. You can donate using the enclosed envelope or
on-line at www.mercyhs.com/mercyfund. Our campaign ends June 30.
Thank you for sending your gift before this date.

Mary Grace McCann is a new student we welcomed
to eighth grade this past fall. ‘MG’ began her academic
career in parochial school, but transferred to public
school in sixth grade, thinking it might offer more
opportunities. It didn’t take long for MG to realize she
needed to feel the presence of God during her school
day and have the ability, as part of her educational
experience, to give back to others in the community.
She firmly believes that living her faith is an important
component of her day that is critical to her success
as a student and her future success in life. MG
transferred to Our Lady of Mercy and has flourished.
She is surrounded by friends who share her love of
faith. A sisterhood quickly developed for MG, and it
is something she will have forever.

Our Lady of
Mercy excelled at
the New York State
DECA competition
against 2,300 other
participants.

Several Mercy
girls won awards
at the Model UN
Conference.

Two Mercy
8 graders won
the ‘Conserve and
Protect Our Water’ poster
contest sponsored by
the New York State
Department of
Environmental
Conservation.
th

One of our
seniors co-wrote
a short film, focusing
on one of the Sisters of
Mercy's Critical Concerns,
which won an award at
Rochester’s Fast Forward
Film Festival.
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$5 Million Gift from Kathleen Bonsignore
Walgreen ’61 Sparks New Era of Endowment
In November 2016, Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women
received one of the largest donations in our history – a $5 million
pledge from 1961 Mercy alumna Kathleen Bonsignore Walgreen.
Mrs. Walgreen made the gift in memory of her late husband,
Charles R. Walgreen III, the former
CEO of Walgreens Company who
died in September 2016. This was the
Walgreen’s second $5 million gift in
recent years. The new scholarship is
aptly named the Charles R. Walgreen
III Scholarship.

women as possible, this is our core mission,” said Mercy School
President Suzanne Johnston. “Friends like Kathy Walgreen and
others who support our scholarships for young women are
making sure a Mercy education is an option to young women
from all backgrounds.”

“People thank me
[for my donations],
but I thank God
I am able to give.”

The Walgreen gift was announced at
the annual 2016 Mercy Spirit Gala
last November, where another major
school benefactor, 1946 Mercy
alumna Mrs. Margaret (Peggy)
Finigan Wegman and the Wegman
Family Charitable Foundation,
The very generous donation launches
were honored for their continual
a much larger effort to encourage
– Kathleen Bonsignore Walgreen ’61
support of Mercy. Wegman
giving to endowment at Mercy. This
contributions over the past 20 years have helped provide
will fund need-based scholarships which provide financial
scholarships to 42 Mercy students. Mercy is most appreciative
assistance to nearly 40 percent of the student population at Mercy.
of the generosity of these donors.
“We want to make a Mercy education accessible to as many young

Prior to his passing, Charles R. Walgreen III and Mrs.
Kathleen Walgreen made their first $5 million gift to
Mercy in support of the school’s Make the Difference Invest in Mercy capital campaign in 2014. They made
their donation in honor of Sister Mary Bryan Ford, RSM
‘43 and Sister M. Dismas Foster, RSM ’41, both of whom
taught Mrs. Walgreen at Mercy. Their donation helped
remodel the Performing Arts Center which was renamed
in honor of Sister Dismas.

Joy Smith ’21, the first recipient
of the Charles R. Walgreen III
Endowed Scholarship, speaks
at the 2016 Gala.
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14th Annual

Spirit Gala Exceeds Goal
Over $265,000 Raised at the November Event

Last November, more than 400 friends of Mercy celebrated the 14th annual
Mercy Spirit Gala, Soirée de Gala, which was held within the beautifully
transformed Kathleen Bonsignore Walgreen Gym and The Catherine
McAuley Gallery. The Gala, hosted by the Leva and Swan families, raised
over $265,000 in direct support of Mercy’s commitment to provide a
world-class education to the students.

Sapphire Sponsors

The evening’s mission-packed program honored Peggy Finigan Wegman ’46
and the Wegman Family Charitable Foundation, and celebrated the 42 ‘WIN’
scholars who were afforded the opportunity of a world-class education.

Silver Sponsors

We are so grateful to Our Lady of Mercy alumnae, parents, faculty, staff,
and students who donated countless hours to make this exquisite event a
pleasant evening for all our guests. Thanks also to our amazing sponsors
who made this event possible!

Gala Co-chairs
Dean and Julie Swan,
and Patricia and
Patrick Leva.

The Leva & Swan Families
25 North Dance Studio
Employee Relations Associates

Gold Sponsors
Alesco Advisors LLC
Mason Marketing LLC
Billitier Electric
The Bonadio Group
Bond Financial Group
Cutting Edge Laser Technologies
Dal-Tile
GLC Business Services
Holdsworth Klimowski Construction
Kammholz Law Firm PLLC
Lawley, Andolina, Verdi
LeChase Construction
Monroe Roadways
Party City
Riedman Development
Sisters of Mercy, NYPPAW
St. John Fisher College
UBS Financial Services/Thomas Huber
Woods Oviatt Gilman LLP
Zeller Corporation

See page 11
for details on
Spirit Gala 2017!
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Igniting a
Passion for
Photography

A

fter several minutes of feverish clicking and strokes
on the keyboard, Emily sits back to admire the
near-finished product. For the last few classes, she
has been editing a portrait she shot of a classmate as part of
her final photography project and she finally has the
saturation just right.
Emily is a student at Our Lady of Mercy School for Young
Women and her enthusiasm for digital photography and
technological know-how come from the classes she has taken
in Joe A. and Caroline Christ Bailey ’59 Photography Lab with
visual arts teacher, Mr. Kevin Giaquinto. The creation of this
lab was a component of the Make a Difference – Invest in
Mercy Capital Campaign, which set out to enhance the
facilities of the school. Because of the support of Caroline in
honor of her late husband, Joe, Mercy has been able to turn
this vision into a reality.
The photography lab is equipped with 25 state-of-the-art
desktop computers loaded with digital photo editing
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Founded two years before the first roll
of Kodachrome was sold, Our Lady of
Mercy School for Young Women continues to
educate future generations of photographers
with cutting edge technology and
passionate instructors.
software, a 60-inch high-definition screen for the teacher
to demonstrate techniques, and two professional-quality
photo printers.
Although Joe Bailey never had an opportunity to experience
the digital transition in photography, his passion for this craft
lives on in the work of the students and their instructors. In
a world where 1.8 billion digital photos are taken every day,
the pride in ownership and appreciation of the past is not
lost on the young women of Mercy in 2016, thanks to Joe
and Caroline.

Turning S
ha
ke
sp
ea

re

n
o

Around
Mercy

H

What's happening
in and around the
Circle of Mercy!
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In March, Our Lady of Mercy School for
Young Women presented “Shakespeare
on His Head!” - an interactive theatrical
experience. Shakespeare's most celebrated
characters welcomed sold out crowds to
Mercy's intimate Black Box Theatre for its
first performance! Hundreds of patrons
enjoyed an evening of trivia, games, and
hilarious parodies.

Below: In May, our juniors celebrated a milestone
event in their high school career by receiving their
school rings. The rings, blessed at the celebration of
the Mass, are a sign of the students’ journey through
Mercy’s hallowed halls, and a sign of the oneness they
share with the thousands of alumnae who also wear
the ring. The girls enjoyed the tradition of 'turning'
each other’s rings at the reception. Life is good in the
Circle of Mercy!

Above: Congratulations to the performing
arts students from Mercy who competed in
the Heritage Music Festival in New York
City in April. The Festival features incredibly
talented participants – 40 ensembles from 19
states competed. Mercy’s Symphony Orchestra
earned a Silver rating; the Show Choir
earned a Gold rating; and the McAuley
Singers earned a Gold rating and placed
3rd overall in the Choir category!
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A Mercy
Foundation is

Critical to
Building
Success
Lauren Gallina ’01 and Kate Roth Hildebrandt ’06
Excel in Male-Centric Fields
As a society, we are breaking down gender barriers, smashing glass
ceilings, and closing the wage gap. Even with these successes, there
are still many fields where women remain in the minority; arenas
where women need to work harder to have a voice and make an
impact. Mercy alumnae Lauren Gallina ’01 and Kate Roth
Hildebrandt ’06 know this very well… and they don’t care.
“When I’m on the job site with 20 other employees – and I’m the only
woman, it doesn’t bother me,” said Kate. “I have a job to do – and I
do it well.”
Kate Roth Hildebrandt ’06, a new mother of seven-month-old
Jennifer, excels as the Special Projects Manager for her family’s
business, Leo J. Roth Corporation, a well-known and respected
mechanical contractor in the Rochester area. She started her
career in the company’s safety division after earning her MBA
from the Simon School of Business. Today, Kate is developing
financial projections, monitoring overall project health, and
planning for corporate growth. She attributes her success in
a mostly male-dominated industry on the educational and
principled foundation she received at Our Lady of Mercy
School for Young Women.
“There is so much to experience at Mercy; the
teachers encourage students to get out of their
comfort zones and explore their passions,” Kate
said reflectively. “I graduated from Mercy
well-prepared for college… and for life.”

Lauren Gallina ’01 (left) and
Kate Roth Hildebrandt ’06
have earned respect in their
male-dominated fields.

8
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Kate jokes that it was ‘predetermined’ that she would
attend Mercy – her grandmother, mother, aunts, and
cousins all graduated from Mercy. In reality, she was
honored to continue the family tradition. Mercy gave Kate
the strength she needed to make her presence known –
and to earn the respect from colleagues and others with
whom she interacts professionally.
“There was nothing I thought I couldn’t do,” said Kate
confidently. “Mercy taught me that.”

Five years before Kate walked the stage at graduation,
another Mercy student was walking the halls experiencing
her own epiphany of self-realization. Growing up with two
brothers, Lauren Gallina ’01 was all too aware that women
were sometimes treated differently than men. But it never
stopped Lauren from knowing just how important she
would be in the world.
“I chose Mercy as my school for a reason,” said Lauren.
“I wanted the highest quality education, to develop great
friendships, and learn from teachers who believed I could
do anything.”
The skillset Lauren developed during her time at Mercy was
instrumental in her success in college, and serves her well
as Marketing Director for her family’s business. Gallina
Development Corporation specializes in commercial and
industrial real estate development, managing over 2.5 million

square feet of office and warehouse space throughout
Monroe County. A multitalented professional who recently
finished her Executive MBA from the Simon School of
Business, Lauren is instrumental in overseeing the marketing,
government relations, and public relations of the company
as well as property listings, on-line databases, and web sites.
She is also responsible for supervising buildouts and
interior design.
“Before I started with the company, I wondered how I could
make the greatest impact… especially in an industry where
women are in the minority,” said Lauren assuredly. “But I
knew I could handle whatever was asked of me, no matter
how big the project. In an industry of primarily men, instead
of cowering in the corner, it is important to find your voice
and speak up when need be.”
Both Kate and Lauren know the education they received
from Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women was a
solid foundation from which to build the rest of their lives.
But it wasn’t just due to the world-class education they
received, it was much more.
“The environment at Mercy, and all my wonderful
experiences at the school, did as much for my growth and
development as did studying,” said Kate. “I can say this
with much certainty – success in life comes from being a
well-rounded individual, open to new ideas and passionate
about making a difference. That’s what I got out of Mercy,
and that’s why I’ll always be a Mercy girl.”

ANGLES • SUMMER 2017

9

Mercy is the Monroe County
Mock Trial Sectional Champions
School Places Second in Western New York Region
Congratulations to Our Lady of Mercy School for Young
Women’s Mock Trial Team for being crowned the 2017
Monroe County Mock Trial Sectional Champions in April.
Competition was fierce this year – our girls had to defeat
the formidable teams from Hilton, Brockport, Brighton,
and McQuaid.
“Mock Trial was an amazing experience! My peers and I
were able to apply real life critical thinking and public
speaking skills,” said Mercy senior Carlie Clarcq, who
served as a witness on the team. “The opportunity to
stand in front of students and faculty and advocate for the
protection of liberty was wonderful. I am so proud of all
the hard work my team put into this season.”
Mercy’s Mock Trial team includes President Jacqueline
Napier and Vice President Tara Powell, along with Madeleine
Bianchi, Carlie Clarcq, Caroline Dejoy, Carly Fanning, Anika
Fischer, Lindsey Green, Candice Pinniam, Megan Reilly,
Gabrielle Schlehr, and Erin Taffe. The team spent five
hours together each week planning their legal strategies,

10
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and countless hours on their own. Several of the girls are
interested in pursuing a degree in law.
Following their win in Monroe County, our undefeated team
competed at regionals in Buffalo and defeated two more teams
to advance to the final round. Mercy then faced another
undefeated team, Iroquois High School, that ultimately won
finals; Mercy finished in second place in the Western New
York Region. Our team was commended for having a ‘beautiful
style,’ being cordial and courteous, as well as possessing a very
impressive command of the material. The judge of the final
round mentioned that Western New York would be “incredibly
well-represented” by either team at States.
“These students worked very well together as a team. They
had great energy, impressive poise, and contagious
enthusiasm,” said Mercy educator Dr. Alisa Belanger, who
coached for the first time this year. “I’ve been quite lucky to
come in and work right away with such a strong group of
young women intent on learning from this experience and
constantly striving for excellence.”

Save the date

18TH ANNUAL FATHER ED ZIMMER MEMORIAL

MERCY GOLF TOURNAMENT

July 19, 2017 at Shadow Lake Golf Club
Join us for this great annual
event on July 19 at Shadow
Lake Golf Club. Through the
generosity of sponsors, golfers,
and friends, the tourney has
raised more than $500,000
over the last 17 years. When
you partner and/or play with
us in this event, you support
the long-lasting impact of a
quality, world-class education
for future generations.
Visit www.mercyhs.com/golf to
register. See you on the links!

START SPREADING THE NEWS!
November 18, 2017

Join us as Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women presents
the 15th Annual Mercy Spirit Gala on Saturday, November 18, 2017.
This wonderful event is graciously hosted by Thomas Huber and
Cathy Loder Huber ’84 P’20, and Daniel
and Kiki Mahar P’20. Look for
more information to come in
Learn more
the near future!
about Mercy events!

Contact Kelly Conlan, Director of
Corporate Relations and Special Events,
at 585-288-7120 x312.

The Odenbach family
will be presented
with the
Catherine McCauley
Philanthropy and
Vision Award.
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Surviving a War-Torn Nation

Author Sandra Uwiringiyimana ’13 Shared Her Experiences at a Special Reception
Over 100 guests filled the Sr. Karlien Bach, RSM and Sr. Joan
McAteer, RSM Black Box Theatre on May 18 to listen to Mercy alumna
Sandra Uwiringiyimana ’13 recount her harrowing childhood experience
in her home country of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Sandra
captivated the audience as she spoke about her life prior to and following
an attack on her refugee camp, her family’s move to America, and her
struggles and triumphs as she integrated into a new culture.
After attending two schools in the Rochester City School District in as
many years, Sandra was introduced to Mercy. We knew Sandra was a very
special girl – hardworking, studious, and committed to bettering her life
and the world around her. Without the means to pay for private schooling,
but eager to attend Our Lady of Mercy, Sandra was awarded scholarships
through Mercy’s Frances Warde Fund. This fund is designed to provide
need-based aid to young women who are recent immigrants to the United
States. This scholarship is aptly named – Frances Warde, an immigrant
from Ireland, was one of the foundresses of the Sisters of Mercy in the
Americas. Mercy welcomed Sandra as an eighth grader in 2009. She
excelled as a Mercy girl.

Sandra was just ten years old when
she found herself with a gun pointed
at her head. She had watched rebels
gun down her mother and six-yearold sister in a refugee camp in her
home country of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. Remarkably,
the rebel didn’t pull the trigger, and
Sandra escaped.

Because of the Frances Warde scholarship, Sandra’s life was forever
changed for the better. In addition, Mercy was extraordinarily fortunate
to have Sandra as a part of our family for five years. Our Lady of Mercy is
always looking to expand access to world-class educational programs for
young women across the globe via the Frances Warde Fund. We can only
do this through the generosity of our donors. Please consider a gift to
help a young woman write a new chapter in her life by visiting
www.mercyhs.com/donate. Thank you!

Left, Sandra poses
with several of the current
Frances Warde Scholars.
Below, Sandra speaks to guests
in Mercy's Black Box Theatre.
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The Circle of Mercy
in South America
By Sheila Stevenson, RSM ‘65 and Therese Mack Randazzese ‘89
Sister of Mercy Sheila Stevenson, RSM ‘65 and Therese Mack Randazzese ‘89, a
teacher at Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women, chaperoned six Mercy
high school students who travelled to Guyana, South America over spring break.
The group, part of Mercy’s Passport to Understanding program, worked with the
Sisters of Mercy Ministries at the St. John Bosco Orphanage which provides for the
physical, psychological, social, cultural, and spiritual needs of young boys. One of the
activities in which the girls took part was the annual tradition of Easter Day kite flying,
symbolizing the Risen Christ.
The group also got to know many children and babies who have been orphaned or
placed in the Ministries through Child Protective Services. The students interacted
full-heartedly with each child.
“Saying goodbye to the children and Guyana was the hardest thing I have ever had to
do. I know I have been changed forever,” said student Micaela Deutsch. “While the
purpose of the trip was to help the people of Guyana, I believe they helped us, too.
Each place we visited had a different but equally important impact on all of us.”
We often speak of standing in the Circle of Mercy, and how our alumnae can go
anywhere in the world and often find a connection to Mercy. Our group found ourselves
invited to dinner at Meadowbrook Convent. The dinner was superb and the house was
alive with Mercy. A group present at the dinner with us were in the country to bring
medical care to the orphanages and to the small communities in remote jungle areas.
Sister Karen Schneider, RSM, M.D., a professor at Johns Hopkins Medical Center,
accompanies medical residents to countries lacking in medical care. Joining her were
three other women, one of which was Barbara Giehl, R.N. ‘72 whose late husband was
a beloved Math teacher at Mercy.
Singing the Mercy alma mater for the gathered group was a highlight of the evening!
Indeed, we were standing in the Circle of Mercy and it was a very wide and inclusive
circle where we could find a home far from our country of origin. Photos of this
service trip to Guyana can be viewed at olmpassport.blogspot.com.

PASSPORT TO UNDERSTANDING in the Community
Mercy girls have spent thousands
of hours volunteering at a variety of
service agencies throughout our
community and the world. This is
merely a sampling:

Bethany House
Blessed Sacrament
Cameron Community Ministries
Fairport Baptist Homes
Foodlink
Intervol
Hildebrandt Hospice Care Center
The Legacy at Clover Blossom

Nazareth Farm
Rochester Clean Sweep
Ronald McDonald House
Sanctuary House/Catholic Family Center
Scottsville Animal Pet Adoption
Sister Regis Food Cupboard
Urban Plunge Retreat
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Class Notes
1947

In April, 14 members of the Class of ’47 met for the 20th spring
luncheon at Keenan’s Restaurant in Rochester. Reflecting on the
luncheon, Dorothy Ernest Allen said, “This June marks the
70th anniversary of our graduation from Mercy. Although many
of the girls arrived using a walker or cane, everyone had a
story or a memory to share. After all these years, there’s a great
camaraderie among us!”

1956

On March 2, at the Catholic Charities Community Services
Breakfast with Friends, Nancy Doherty O’Mara was presented
the Heart and Soul Award by Bishop Emeritus Matthew Clark.
Nancy is a community advocate and a former member of
Catholic Charities Board of Directors.

1957

Celebrating Longtime Friends! Below (l to r): Margot Dessauer
Norton, Connie Hickey Wahl and Nancy Doherty O’Mara ’56

Do you have news to share? Contact us!
585-288-2610 • advancement@mercyhs.com • www.mercyhs.com
You can also use the form on the back of this newsletter.

1989

Heidi Ritzel Stowell married Ray Stowell on September 17, 2016.

2002

Martha McCahill Sprague passed her exam to become a
Licensed Clinical Social worker. She continues to work as a
social worker at Spring Harbor Hospital, a nonprofit psychiatric
hospital through Maine Behavioral Healthcare. She lives outside
of Portland with her husband, Christopher, and their two year
old daughter, Monica.

2004

Kate Facci Frischolz, and her husband Josh, welcomed son Aiden
John Frischolz on March 27, 2017. They reside in Erie, PA.
Niki Gaiter Stonelake recently joined Roberts Communications in
Rochester as the Digital Engagement Manager.

2011

Abigail (Abbey) Bell graduated with a BSN Nursing degree from
Roberts Wesleyan College in May 2016. She is now employed at
Trident Medical Center in Charleston, SC.

2014

1978
Ginny Segerson Lenyk is the new Director of Institutional
Advancement at Nativity Preparatory Academy in Rochester.

MAY DAY
The May Court, students, parents, alumnae,
teachers, and friends gathered for May Day
2017. This cherished tradition honoring
the Blessed Mother dates back to the very
beginnings of the school.
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Terese Cannon is a member of the USC Beach Volleyball
Team. On May 7, 2017, Terese, along with her teammates won
the NCAA Beach Volleyball National Championship in Gulf
Shores, Alabama. Terese and her partner, Nicolette Martin, were
responsible for the game-winning point in the final frame and
were named to the NCAA All-Tournament Team. A week later,
Terese and Nicolette were invited to participate in the USA
Volleyball National Collegiate Tournament but lost in the finals
to fellow USC teammates. Reflecting on an exciting 10 days,
Terese said, “I am grateful to my Mercy PE teachers, coaches, and
the community that supported me along the way.”

Meet & Greet

CIRCLE OF MERCY MEET & GREET: Naples, Florida – April 2017
(l to r):
Christine Cardarelli
Roberts ’85 with
Barbara Blake
Notter ‘75;
Greg and Mickey
Bieck Gargan ’62;
Gardy and Julie
Odenbach P’08 with
Debbie and Jim
Odorczyk P’03

ALUMNAE MEET & GREET: Boston, Massachusetts – May 2017
(l to r): Tricia Gould ’72, Joanne Cerame ’71,
Sophie Esquier ’09, Jean Ver Hoeven ’76,
Caitlin Wagner Fisher ’02, Anne Hurly
Margulies ’74, Julie Fitzpatrick Rafferty ’74,
Karen Ralph ’72 and Ellen McGee O’Donnell ‘66

ANNUAL ALUMNAE HAPPY HOUR: Rochester, New York – May 2017

Above, Sheila McGee ’72, Karen Ralph ’72,
Tracy Ralph Conti ’75, Sue Hurley Crane ’70,
Janet Hurley Hardy ’72, Nancy DiPasquale
Patric ’72, Maureen Ralph Menihan ’71

Top row of photos (l to r):
Mary Lou Dragone
Zeitvogel ’57 and Pauline
Lippa Stearns ’57; Martha
Holihan Berl ’64 and
Carol Ann Martens Lee ’64;
Meghan Gruttadaro ’04,
Sarah Costich King ’04,
Katie Adams Courtney ’99
Left, Class of 1982: Front
(l to r): Michele Cimicata
Shone, Cindy Meli Blair,
Kelly Concannon Cennane,
Michelle Castellano
Capellupo, Kathryn Frank,
Maria Sokolski Dattilo.
Back: Mary Beth Tripp
LaDuca, Ellen Winterkorn
Hann, Beth Larkin Frank,
Melanie Gallagher Berl,
Mary Doyle Szlosek, Terri
Trumble Glessner, Elaine
Tubiolo LiVecchi, Stephanie
Pautz Barbero
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1946

1951

1956

1961

2016

Alumnae Reunion
The spirit of Mercy was very much alive on Saturday, October 15, 2016 when more than 225
alumnae returned to Mercy to celebrate milestone anniversaries, reminisce with old friends, and
tour the halls of Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women!

Save-The-Date for Reunion 2017
It’s time for alumnae from the class years ending in 2 and 7 to come back to Mercy and
celebrate! Save the date and spread the word to your fellow classmates to join the celebration
on Saturday, October 14, 2017. Look for more information at www.mercyhs.com.

Class of 1967 50th Reunion
Join us on Saturday, October 14, 2017 for the Class of 1967 50th reunion! Mary Hoffend
Cherniss and Kathy Eble Owsinski are organizing a ‘post reunion’ casual event starting
at 8 p.m. on October 14 so we all can get together with our ‘young’ classmates to share
lots of memories. Contact Mary or Kathy if you are interested in attending:
• Facebook: Our Lady of Mercy Class of 1967
• E-mail: OLMClassof1967@gmail.com
• US Mail: 6 Phillipsburg, Irvine, CA 92620
• Kathy’s contact information: 949-929-6503
• Mary’s contact information: 585-203-7366

From top, Sisters Ginny Segerson Lenyk ’78 and Libby Segerson Steblenko ’76; Nancy Whitley, RSM ’51
and Joan Esterheld ’71; Mother and daughter, Ann Pacher ’91 and Victoria Pacher ’11.

1986

1991

1996

1966

1971

1976

1981

Mercy LAX Celebrates 20 Years!
On April 29, alumnae lacrosse players and their families, as well
as current varsity lacrosse players and their families, gathered to
observe this milestone in Mercy's lacrosse program. After watching
the varsity game, they all enjoyed a special luncheon in the school.
Special thanks to Katie Schiller Ziegert ’98 who did a fantastic job
planning and coordinating the celebration!
Reflection from Katie Schiller Ziegert ’98:
“The alumnae LAX event was a blast-from-the-past and allowed
me to reflect on my time at Mercy. Coach Yandek, the current
team, as well as the parents were very welcoming to all of us
and made me remember we are still within the Circle of Mercy.
The luncheon hosted by the parents after the game was a great
reminder that the long traditions of teamwork, team bonding,
family time, and face to face communication is still thriving at
Mercy! Reconnecting with former teammates and meeting
their families was a special part of the weekend. Thank you to
Coach Yandek, Coach Bourne, and Karen Ralph (’72, Director
of Alumnae Relations) for pulling this together. Lastly, thank you
to former Athletic Director Kathy Boughton for believing in the
start of Mercy lacrosse as well as Coach Mark Schiller for
learning the game of girls lacrosse alongside his players for
those first few years!”

2001

2006

2011

Alumnae Awards Program

In Memorium

The Alumnae Circle of Mercy Award

Please remember in your prayers all
our recently deceased alumnae, their
families, loved ones, and those in the
wider Circle of Mercy.

This award is presented annually to a Mercy graduate whose accomplishments
(personal or professional) are deserving of recognition. The recipient’s life should
reflect the Mercy values of excellence, compassion, faith, leadership, and service.
Please nominate a woman who meets one or more of the following criteria:
• Notable achievement in her profession or career
• Exceptional support of church, parish activities, or other volunteerism
• Personal achievement

Alumna Service of the Year Award
Presented annually, this award recognizes an alumna who has given of her time
and talent for the benefit of Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women. The
person has demonstrated extraordinary dedication to the school and has been an
ambassador for Mercy. She has a passion for Mercy and its mission to educate
young women in academics and faith.
Nominating Process:
To nominate an alumna, please submit a detailed explanation as to why this woman
should be recognized by Mercy and for which award. Please include your name
and contact information (anonymous or self-nominations cannot be accepted).
All nominations need to be received by August 15, 2017.
Send nominations to:
Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women
1437 Blossom Road
Rochester, New York 14610
Attention: Karen Ralph
You may also e-mail nominations to kralph@mercyhs.com. A committee comprised
of Mercy staff and Board of Trustees members will review the nominations. The
recipients will be selected by September 1, 2017 and the awards will be presented
by Mercy’s president at the October 2017 Alumnae Reunion.
Please direct all questions to Karen Ralph ’72, Director of Alumnae Relations, at
kralph@mercyhs.com or 585-288-7120 x313. This information is also posted
under the Alumnae page of the Mercy web site.
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Laurie Shedd Baker ‘62
Jane Burke Bauer ‘45
Victoria Brooks ‘16
Mary Ann Brown ‘65
Evelyn Contestable ‘38
Susan Decker ‘70
Shirley DeClerg ‘56
Barbara Meyer DeGeorge ‘50
Peggy Delaney ‘69
Antoinette Bertini DiPasquale ‘52
Mary Jane Stahl Faragher ‘62
Ann Marie Connor Fien ‘49
Virginia Sullivan Fleche ‘40
Marlene Neidinger Gerew ‘53
Agnes Chiappone Gibson ‘55
Patricia Speidel Gottschalk ‘44
Frances Connelly Grillo ‘48
Alice Boyce Grosse ‘66
Thelma Carroll Harper ‘50
Jennifer Hovey ‘97
Virginia Keehley Jackman ‘56
Janice Piecuch Johnson ‘55
Patricia Geiger Kowalski ‘54
Helen Reeners Kotwas ‘36
Mary Jo Langie ‘53
Priscilla Costich LeBrun ‘53
Patricia Harvey Lill ‘47
Marlene Phillips Lily ‘59
Gail Peters Long ‘56
Laura Lynch ‘81
Elizabeth Berry Maher ‘38
Catherine Stearns Maheu ‘70
Mary Michel Mandell ‘51
Carlotta Roberts Meli ‘49
Ann Marie Gibson Meng ‘63
Caitlin Ingram Miller ‘60
Almarose Wauters Muhs ‘41
Nancy Taskett Munzert ‘52
Mary Lou Lehner Palkovic ‘55
Josephine Bonafede Palozzi ‘44
Phyllis Griebel Pepin ‘72
Patricia Berdel Platten ‘50
Sheila Kelly Prinzing ‘57
Arlene Wittman Reagan ‘45
Lindsay Morris Regan ‘75
Anna Macaluso Rizzo ‘49
Mary Louise Rood ‘48
Patricia Clark Russo ‘50
Helen Geyer Scheg ‘34
Florence Spacher Schwab ‘54
Mary O'Keefe Seger ‘78
Maryann Baker Skelly ‘44
Janet O'Laughlin Smith ‘52
Norma Beideck Stanzel ‘50
Patricia Wooden Tumia ‘62

Gifts of Stocks and Securities:
a tax-smart way to make a difference

As friends and alumnae of Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women know, our school is a
faithful steward of all sources of revenue. Because of the generosity of donors, we are successful in
enhancing faith-filled academic programs and expanding access to young women from all means
and backgrounds in our community.
As you consider future gifts to Mercy, you may wish to consider a gift of stock. Often overlooked
but cost-effective, a gift of highly-appreciated securities that have been held long-term can offer a
number of benefits for both the donor and Mercy.
Christian Jensen
Vice President of
Institutional Advancement

When appreciated securities held for more than a year are donated to Mercy, the donor receives a
charitable deduction for the full fair market value on the day of the gift, in addition to the benefit
of avoiding paying tax on the capital gain. For example, if a donor gives $10,000 in long-term
held stock, with an original cost basis of $5,000, benefits include:
• A federal income tax deduction of the fair market value of approximately $10,000*
• The avoidance of paying capital gains tax on the stock’s earnings
• An optional designation to a specific purpose/fund at Mercy
The Advancement team is committed to working with donors to find the easiest and most
financially beneficial way to give. If you would like more information about making a gift of
securities to Mercy, or for transfer instructions, contact Christian Jensen, Vice President of
Institutional Advancement at 585-288-7120 x308 or cjensen@mercyhs.com.
*Limited to 30 percent AGI with five-year carry forward credit.

Prior to the Easter
holiday, Our Lady of
Mercy School for Young
Women held a surprise
Easter egg hunt for our
international high school
students on the front lawn. For
many of these students, this was
their first time experiencing this. The
young ladies had a blast collecting the
eggs and finding what was inside. Each of
the students expressed overwhelming and
genuine gratitude for being introduced to this
American/Christian tradition.
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Via, Veritas
Et Vita
Via — the Way:
embracing Gospel
values
Veritas — the
Truth: unleashing
creative energy
for the pursuit of
knowledge
Vita — the Life:
nurturing a hopefilled vision for
leadership, responsibility and service

KEEP
US IN
THE
LOOP

If you change any of the following: Name, Address, Phone Number, E-mail Address or Spouse’s Name,
please update your information with Mercy’s Advancement Office. Call us at 585-288-2610, e-mail us at
advancement@mercyhs.com or visit www.mercyhs.com. You can also use the form below, and while you’re
at it, tell us what’s new!
Name_____________________________________________________________Class year__________________
(PLEASE INCLUDE MAIDEN NAME, IF APPLICABLE)

Spouse’s name_______________________________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip________________________________________________________________________________
Phone (work/home/cell)_______________________________________________________________________
E-mail_____________________________________________________________________________________
n Please check the box if address or contact info is new.

BECOME A FAN OF MERCY!
Join Mercy’s Facebook fan page. Visit us at
www.facebook.com/mercyhs.

