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Students Embrace Roles as Pioneers of Change
on Critical Concerns Day

By Elizabeth Meisenzahl and Katie Stanley

Critical Concerns Day is an important day for the Mercy
community. It is a yearly event in which the entire school day
is dedicated to learning more about the Sisters of Mercy’s Critical Concerns for Women, Non-Violence, Racism, Immigration,
and Earth. Each grade level focused on different aspects of the
Critical Concerns as part of their efforts to become pioneers of
change.
Sister Aine O’Connor spoke at the opening assembly for the
entire school about her life in Ireland, Catherine McAuley, women, peace, and her job working with the Sisters of Mercy. Sister
Aine focused her talk on what would become the theme for the
day: pioneers of change. As part of her examples of pioneers of
change, Sister Aine included Dreamers, students from Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School, and climate activists at Standing Rock.
Learning about the Critical Concern for Earth, the seventh
grade studied water pollution as part of their class activities. As
part of a senior MOTTO project, students set up a replica of a
watershed, and watched as rain displaced the Kool-Aid placed
on the diorama, eventually flowing into the water supply for the
environment. Similarly, students were able to note the insect
populations in different model watersheds as a way to test for
pollution of the water by considering the number of insects living there that are sensitive to pollution. Through activities such
as these and others, the seventh grade class learned about not
only the effects of water pollution, but the shared responsibility
as stewards of creation to care for the Earth.
For the eighth grade students, the Critical Concern for women was the focus, which they learned about through discussion
and workshops. Students examined the variety of ways sexism
holds girls back around the world and in their own communities,
as well as what they can do to make a change.
The freshman class studied different kinds of violence as part
of their focus on the Critical Concern for non-violence. The presentations they watched focused on both small scale violence

and conflicts among nations on a global level. As part of her
MOTTO project, one senior discussed domestic abuse in one
of the workshops, and another explained the impact of nuclear
proliferation. Students also addressed ways in which they can

this through a series of speakers, workshops, and group discussions. Among the panelists was Christopher Kantz, a teacher at
Brighton High School and faculty adviser to the Mosaic Club,
which aims to promote diversity. Additionally, Virginia Fifield
spoke to the class about her experiences with racism as a Native
American and member of the Cherokee nation. Sophomores left
the day with a better understanding of what racism is, the ways in
which America has succeeded and failed in embracing diversity,
and how to be proactive about countering racism.
The junior class learned about the struggles of refugees and
immigrants during Critical Concerns Day through a series of
guest speakers and group activities. The head of Rochester’s refugee resettlement program spoke about the particular struggles
facing local refugees, as well as the especially low number of
refugees allowed into the country in the past year. Additionally,
students gained insight into the experiences of immigrants by
pretending to be seeking asylum in Canada, where only 12 girls
in the class were granted citizenship, which brought the privileges of a dress down day, among other things. The other students,
like so many refugees, were turned away at the border. Students
Seventh grade students learn about the Critical Concern for Earth also watched a documentary about Sudan’s Lost Boys, a group
by reading and discussing availability of water in Salva Dut’s A
of young boys and men who trekked thousands of miles across
Long Walk to Water. Photo courtesy of Mr. Carro.
Africa in search of refuge, some of which were eventually granted refugee status in the United States.
promote non-violence in their daily interactions and words, and
As a capstone of the experience of learning about each of
posted these lists in the cafeteria to serve as a reminder. These these over the course of their years at Mercy, the seniors spent
issues, and many more, were aspects of the pervasive global and the day working on MOTTO projects, which incorporated one or
local violence that the Sisters of Mercy aim to address as part of more of these Critical Concerns into their action and research.
the Critical Concerns.
The day concluded with Sister Aine reflecting on the real
Racism was the focus for the sophomore class, which exam- world application of each Critical Concern in the world today.
ined the ways in which racism still exists in the world and what Additionally, Sister Aine discussed why understanding and livthey can do to raise awareness and counteract racial prejudice. ing out the Critical Concerns are a crucial part of the Mercy eduAccording to the Sisters of Mercy’s statement on the Critical cation before ending by joining the entire school in prayer.
Concerns, the goal of this concern is to acknowledge the unrecognized racism that exists. The sophomore class worked to do

Performing Arts: Afflicted: Daughters of Salem

By Laura Giugno

“Before God and my sisters I take this oath:
I will be true to this circle of sisters. I will never
break our covenant or reveal our secrets [...]”
Afflicted: Daughters of Salem was the Mercy
One Act spring drama performed by six Mercy
students on March 22 through 24. The story followed the events leading up to the infamous Salem Witch Trials with a focus on the relationships
between the six girls who became close friends
through nightly meetings in the woods outside of
Salem village and would later become accusers.
The drama revealed the different personalities of
each of the girls, bringing these characters to life.
Abigail Williams was played by Katrina Olson, Anne Putnam was played by Alice Camaione, Mercy Lewis was played by Karis Halley,
Mary Warren was played by Laura Giugno, Betty
Parris was played by Izzy Kunde, and Tituba was
played by Ariana Zane. The Reverend Parris was
voiced by Gregory Kunde. Mrs. Camacho-Bianchi directed the drama.
The story explored life in Salem village for
young women in that time period. Story telling,
dancing, color, and books other than the Bible
were forbidden to these girls. They met in the
woods each night to engage in these forbidden
activities and revel in their freedom and friendship. These girls formed close relationships in the

woods and slowly began to reveal to each other
their tragic back stories and the tremendous hardships that they had already faced at such a young
age.
The drama explored the treatment of women
in the late 1600s, and how young women were
thought of as property and had no value. The
events in this drama and the dynamic relationships between the members of the sisterhood led
up to a shocking conclusion. Over a hundred people were accused of witchcraft before the conclusion of the trials and mass hysteria was caused by
these allegations of witchcraft and making deals
with the devil.
The Salem Witch Trials resulted in the death
of nineteen people by hanging. The stories of
the girls are often overlooked in the study of the
Salem Witch Trials and the hardships that these
young women endured are largely forgotten,
causing them to get portrayed by history as villains. However, this drama performed by Mercy’s young actresses took a deep look into the
minds of the accusers and explored the events
that drove them to participate in some of the most
infamous trials in history. The actresses took the
audience back to the woods where the supposed
practice of witchcraft all began. Congratulations
on a wonderful performance!

Mercy girls portray characters from the Salem Witch Trials in Afflicted: Daughters of Salem.
Photo courtesy of Mr. Carro.

Mercy Recap
Model United Nations Club Debates Global
Issues at Local Conference
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By Elizabeth Meisenzahl
In early March, Mercy’s Model UN Team attended the 2018
United Nations Association of Rochester (UNAR) Conference.
Fourteen students each represented one of Mercy’s two countries, New Zealand and Belgium. Team members debated policy,
defended their positions, and passed resolution to address world
problems in committees of their choice.
Junior Julia Leahy, co-president of the club, won the Best
Delegate Award in her committee. As a delegate in UN Women, Leahy, as well as Mercy’s other delegate in the committee,
sophomore Maheen Ahmed, debated her country’s policies on
the United States’ cutting of funding for aid organizations that
offer information on abortion services, domestic violence in
sub-Saharan Africa, the status of Romani women, and the lack of
protection of LGBT women in the Philippines. The chairs of UN

Women cited Leahy’s confidence in her writing and as a leader
in the committee.
Other delegates had success at UNAR as well. Carly Fanning

and Ariana Zane were Mercy’s first students to participate in a
crisis or special committee, which operate under different procedures. Fanning and Zane, both juniors, represented New Zealand and Belgium in the Cybersecurity Committee, which
addressed global crises relating to encryption and hacking.
Fanning was recognized by the chairs of her committee as
having the best position papers, documents written ahead of
committee stating the delegate’s positions on each topic.
The next conference will be held at Hilton High School
in November. Interested students should see Mr. Stryker in
113, Julia Leahy, Maheen Ahmed, or Elizabeth Meisenzahl.
Mercy’s Model UN Team attended the UNAR Conference at
St. John Fisher College. Photo courtesy of Carly Fanning.

Sixth Grade Class Holds Seder Supper
By Emma Raymond
The 6th grade had their annual Seder Supper
on Monday, March 5. The Supper was to teach
the girls about Passover and its traditions that still
stand today in Jewish families. The Seder Supper
is a Jewish ritual and a commemorative meal used
to remember the Passover. The Supper uses foods
such as bitter herbs symbolizing the bitterness of
the slaves’ lives and matzah bread that was eaten
during the escape from Egypt.
The Seder Supper has been celebrated for over
3000 years by Jews who celebrate this feast to give
thanks to God for His revelation of His love for us.
The 6th grade’s version of the Seder started with
a reading of historical information, leading into

prayer. Next, washing of the hands and drinking of
the “wine” were followed by blessing and eating
the first food, which is parsley dipped in salt water.
As the Supper continues, the matzah bread is
blessed and eaten and the next part begins. Some
sixth graders had played the roles in asking about
the Passover and the Seder. Then they all ate more
matzah and ate a part of the bitter herbs, and continued with the actual meal. After their meal, they
recounted the 10 plagues and had a reading from
Exodus. The rest of the Supper was filled with
prayer, the other three cups of “wine” were drunk,
and the ritual closed out with a final closing prayer.

Badminton Raises Money
for Mission Month
By Claire Devlin
Each year, as the anticipation for spring and consequently summer builds, so does Mercy students’ anticipation for
the annual Badminton Tournament for the missions.
During March, Mission Month at Our Lady of Mercy,
students and staff show their commitment to helping people around the world. The annual Badminton Tournament,
which takes place on two different days, is held during Mission Month, and all the proceeds collected from the tournament go to Mercy Beyond Borders. The tournament is just
one of many events held for the missions.
The exciting and competitive tournament is both fun
and for a good cause. There are two days on which the
tournament is held. The first is for Freshmen and Sophomores, and the second is for Juniors and Seniors. About

Seniors Present
MOTTO Projects
By Elizabeth Meisenzahl

twenty teams of two participate in a double elimination
tournament, where teams are eliminated after they lose two
games. The winners of the tournaments receive prizes. For
the teams that do not win, there is also the possibility of
winning prizes for the best dressed team. Students dress up
in fun costumes and show all of their awesome Badminton
Skills in a tournament for the missions.
The Badminton Tournament is a fun opportunity for
students to play Badminton after school and raise money
for the missions. The Mercy community is dedicated to addressing the issues stated in the Critical Concerns, and this
shows through the Badminton Tournament and countless
other events held during Mission Month.

The winners of the junior and senior
badminton tournament.
Photo courtesy of Ally Farnand.

On March 28, seniors presented their final MOTTO projects to a panel
of faculty, alumnae, and community leaders. Although each presentation
had to focus on one of the Critical Concerns, each senior’s presentation
was a unique showing of her own interests and passions, ranging from
unclean waterways to funding for special education. While some students
chose to work together on their action, each senior presented her project
independently to a panel.
Juniors were also in attendance to watch the presentations, as they will
be preparing to begin their own MOTTO projects soon. Most who attended
viewed the day as a chance to gain insight into what a MOTTO project is
all about, and what their own interests in a future project might be.
One change in the MOTTO project this year came with a new director.
After taking over for Mrs. Zumchak and Mr. Thompson, Mrs. Cady began
a full time position as MOTTO Director, where she was responsible for
assisting seniors with their projects throughout the year. Beginning in the
fall, Mrs. Cady held Munchies and MOTTO sessions after school in the
boardroom, where students could enter a safe environment to work on their
presentations and research.
This year’s MOTTO day was a success for seniors, who were finally
able to complete another requirement for graduation.

Eighth Grade Holds Final
Ministry Day
By Emma Raymond

On Wednesday, March 21, the eighth grade embarked
on their last ministry day. The girls visited many significant places, and learned how to get the most out of helping
in the community. Some visited the same places as prior years or trips, but realized that although it is the same
place, they could experience new things. For example,
they met new people, and worked in other branches of an
organization.
These new people and experiences can cause us to
feel something new or learn a valuable lesson. During our

reflection with various teachers, we discussed where we
might want to visit in Mercy Service in high school. There
are so many important opportunities such as Melders,
M&M, or CMB. These places and opportunities open a
new world to discover what we love to do along with how
we want to make a difference in the world. Through service we can also generate ideas for our upcoming MOTTO
project.

Mercy in Perspective
Senior Retreat

Holy Week Reflection

By Katie Giugno

Even though it’s been several months now, I
still can’t believe that I’m a senior. It seems sort
of cliche at this point but it’s very true. My mind
just can’t wrap around the fact that the next few
weeks I have at school will be the last shared
with the incredible women of the Class of 2018.
Which brings me to Senior Retreat. On
March 21 and 22, the senior class came together
at Camp Stella Maris to share a full, caffeine-fueled, emotion-filled, sleep-deprived twenty-four
hours with each other. A few years ago, I think
this would have terrified me-- I’m introverted
to the extreme-- but this year, I was excited. It’s
probably no secret at this point that I’m fascinated by my fellow students, in all their intricacy
and beauty. I’ve probably learned more about the
way the world works just by trying to understand
what makes them themselves-- values, passions,
and flaws-- than in any class. I knew that Retreat
was one of the last opportunities we’d have to
be ourselves together. There was much to talk
about that chilly March evening, much to hear
and much to understand.
Since Senior Retreat is still Senior Retreat,
I’ll only touch lightly upon the details of what
was done. The night of the 22nd, we were wished
luck by the teachers on the next steps of our lives
and given advice. We saw each others’ baby pictures. A dance party was involved at some point.
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By Julia Cilano

If the other rooms were anything like mine, I
doubt anyone got much sleep. The next morning
though, we all woke up bright and (relatively)
early. After a quick breakfast, Mr. Ward gave
us several psychologically proven tips on how
to succeed in our life’s goals while a student
panel recounted the change they embraced or
struggled with throughout their time at Mercy.
The best part of the day though, was when we
talked. That’s it. Anything that needed to be said
got said-- fond memories, sad memories, things
the class of 2018 did well, things we could do
better on. I heard so many stories that day and
was amazed by every single one of them. It’s so
easy to slip into taking for granted the lives of
those around you, but when you listen...
I’ll say it again: what even is the Class of
2018?
So I come back to the start. I can’t believe
that I’m a senior. I can’t believe that I’m graduating. I can’t believe this all is ending. But with
the end of our senior year, comes the first step
we take out into the world as confident, complex,
incredible women. We will face and overcome
struggles that seem unimaginable now. We will
change the world. We will always have each other no matter whether we keep in touch or keep
the memories of a cloudy March day when we
were together for one of the last times.

While Mercy students are always grateful
for a break from their studies, Easter Break
holds a special significance to the Mercy community, as well as the global Christian faith
community. Easter is a uniquely Christian
observance, and the days leading up to it are
significantly poignant and noteworthy. Holy
Thursday and Good Friday, the days of Jesus’s
Last Supper and Passion, respectively, are vital to the Christian experience and part of the
cornerstone of Christianity.
Personally, I was raised Catholic, and I’ve
altar served in my parish for nine years. Easter
and the days leading up to it have always been
special and significant to me and my family.
This year, I was chosen to be one of the altar
servers for the Holy Thursday service. It’s a
very complicated Mass from an altar server’s
perspective, but in my mind, it is perhaps the
most beautiful Mass of the liturgical year.
Like every Mass, the priest shares Communion like Jesus did on His Last Supper, but on
Holy Thursday, the priest washes the feet of a
few members of the congregation like Jesus
once did and taught His Apostles to do. The

Mass concludes with a procession around the
church that prepares the congregation for honoring Jesus’ death on Good Friday. The singular solemnity, humility, and reverence that
hangs in the air of the Holy Thursday service
never fails to inspire me.
Holy Thursday and Good Friday remind
the world of Jesus’ profound love of humanity
that led him to a horrific death on the cross and
then led him to a glorious resurrection on Easter. Easter, of course, couldn’t have happened
without Christmas, but Easter and the Triduum
encapsulate the heart and soul of Christianity.
The love of Jesus and God through those few
days inspired generations upon generations of
early Christians to have hope, started bloody
wars and Crusades, led to an expansion of European power across the globe, brought charity and aid to countries and people who needed
it, and continues to show its sheer power and
influence in the world today. So on behalf of
The Quill Staff, I wish you a happy Easter, and
that its universal message of love, charity, and
kindness becomes a part of you and the rest
of your life.

Mercy Summer Camps!

Kaleigh Vita, Natalie O'Hern, Isabella Barbegallo, and Angel Yang pose at the Retreat with Mac.

Students Unite Around
the Country

Our Lady of Mercy School for Young
Women is gearing up for a summer
full of fun! We are hosting our very
popular Summer Camps for girls
who are entering grades 5 through
12. Get ready to fill your days with
excitement, challenge, and happiness
as you make friends, learn a ton of
new things, and grow your talents!
Campers do NOT need to be enrolled
at Mercy to participate in the camps;
all girls are welcome so forward this information to a friend!
Log onto www.mercyhs.com/camps to learn more and to register.
Full day camps include The Best Camp Ever! and Musical Theatre Camp. Half day camps
include Art, International Cooking, Jewelry Design, Legos Robotics, Dance, Digital Photography, Harry Potter, Sculpture, Web Design, and Art History. Sports camps include Rowing,
Sailing, Tennis, Soccer, Basketball, Volleyball, Lacrosse, and Softball. We are even offering a
Camp ROC Star! Founded by Elvio Fernandes of the band Daughtry, this week-long day camp
provides aspiring rock musicians with an unforgettable learning and performance experience!

By Elizabeth Meisenzahl

On March 14, a portion of the Mercy community joined thousands of other students across the country to protest gun violence.
Held exactly one month after the shooting at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, participating Mercy
students and faculty conducted a prayer service in the gym for 17
minutes, one minute for each life lost. Junior Sarah Longuil said,
“I think that prayer respectfully honored the people who died
without imposing any political views, and I feel like that’s sort of
what the day was about.”
Organizers of the event felt inspired by the victims of the
shooting who had publicly spoken out for gun policy reform.
When starting plans for Mercy’s event, Junior Ariana Zane wanted to show that “we can make our voices heard; we can actually
make a difference.”
Zane, along with co-organizer Maddy Sherrill, planned to
participate in the National Walkout that called for students to
exit their school buildings. However, Mercy administration, after
meeting with other Catholic schools in the area, agreed that an
event in the gym would be safer.
Students and staff alike were moved by both the remembrance of the victims and student advocacy for change. The student leadership in the room impacted Mr. Baynes. “As an adult, I
am accountable for that truth and have a responsibility to become
part of a better future for my students, my children, and my
grandchildren; for all of us,” said Baynes.
The desire of some students and young people to take action
against gun violence was a theme not only for the Mercy event,

but also during the national March for Our Lives event where
Zane, Sherrill, and some other Mercy students protested for gun
control measures and an end to gun violence. Junior Emily Dag-

Junior Emily Daggar protests gun violence in America at the
March for Our Lives. Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Meisenzahl.
gar saw both events as proof of the viability of student leadership
in the gun control movement.
Organizers and participants also cited their Mercy education as a factor in their involvement, a feeling which was on full

display during the Mercy event. Zane’s experience with Mercy
Theater and English classes helped her confidently speak in front
of the audience gathered in the gym. Bauman cited her junior
year Morality class with Sister Karlien as a motivating factor for
her involvement, saying “Mercy has greatly helped me develop
a sense of concern for people both like and unlike myself and
has given me the courage to stand for and alongside all peoples.”
The reading of a letter written by the educators associated
with the Sisters of Mercy most clearly displayed the role of the
Sisters in the movement for gun reform. Although written following the 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting, the
language used echoed the conversation happening today. Read
aloud by Zane and Sherrill, the letter called for “sensible gun
control efforts” and a commitment to “efforts that build a culture of non-violence.” This language mirrored that of Sister Aine
O’Connor on Critical Concerns Day, who cited the Parkland students as examples of “pioneers of change.”
The student organizers plan to continue this movement. “I
intend to continue and expand my involvement in civic engagement as my senior year comes to a close and my college experience begins,” said Bauman. Daggar, too, plans to advocate for
gun policy reform in the future, saying, “I firmly believe that
change needs to take place within our country. We have the right
to live and learn in a safe environment, so insisting upon reform
and stronger gun legislation is crucial.”

Current Events
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Mercy Celebrates Sr. Dismas’ Birthday
By Grace Kurzweil
On Friday, March 23, the Mercy community gathered to celebrate Sister Dismas’ 95th birthday and hear her story. A 1941
Mercy girl herself, Sister Dismas sets a perfect example of how
to be kind, compassionate, and devoted to living the way, the
truth, and the life.
At this prayer service, a video presentation of Sister Dismas
recalled some of the many changes that have occurred at Mercy
over the decades, especially the addition of the auditorium, a
very meaningful place for Sister Dismas. She remembers, “The
auditorium was being built when I was a senior, and every day
after school we went over to see what they had done during the
day… we could have told you how many bricks there were in
every wall of the auditorium, we watched it so closely!” She
also discussed the significance of the name she chose when she
took her vows. Dismas, also commonly known as “the Good
Thief,” was the man crucified alongside Jesus for his crimes.
But despite his poor record with the Roman Empire, he recognized Jesus as the Messiah and asked for forgiveness. Jesus
replied, “Amen I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise” Luke 23:43. In repenting for his own sins and recognizing
Jesus’ saving sacrifice in dying on the cross, Dismas, much like
Sister Dismas, set an example of love, penitence, and even joy

to guide all of us prayerfully through the Easter season.
In addition to celebrating her birthday and the feast day of St.
Dismas, Sister Dismas is also celebrating a jubilee year in her
sisterhood. During her time as a Sister of Mercy, Sister Dismas
has tirelessly worked to improve
the conditions for the impoverished
in Rochester. For example, she has
volunteered at both the Rochester
Psychiatric Center and the Mercy
Center, organized used clothing
closets, and much, much more. As
Mrs. Walgreen noted at the prayer
service, when Sr. Dismas receives
a gift, she immediately thinks of
someone in more need of it than
herself. In this way, Sr. Dismas
demonstrates an extreme love for
and devotion to those in need, and
she provides inspiration for those
at Mercy to do the same.

Sr. Mary Dismas Foster was honored and
celebrated by the Mercy community. Photos
courtesy of Mr. Carro.

Mercy Recognizes Its
Scholars in National
Honor Society Induction

Eighth Graders
Attend The Diary of
Anne Frank

By Katie Giugno

By Lola DeAscentiis

The fourteenth of March was special for two
reasons in the Mercy community this year. Number
one, it was Pi Day, which meant a celebration of the
famous number in every math class. Number two, it
was the day of induction for the newest members of
the National Honor Society.
NHS started almost a hundred years ago in 1921
at Fifth Avenue High School in Pittsburgh. The
principal of that establishment, Edward Rynearson,
wanted to expand local recognition of successful
high schoolers to a national level. The program was
adopted readily, gaining a mission statement and

Society, particularly its Catherine McAuley Chapter
here at Mercy.
If you take a look at the emblem of the National
Honor Society, you may notice that there are four
letters written on the bottom: C, S, L and S. These
stand for “Character,” “Service,” “Leadership,” and
“Scholarship,” the four core values of NHS. As the
meaning of these ideals were explored by five current members of the Mercy chapter, candles were lit
to symbolize how they were growing in this year’s
inductees. Maddie McIntee then read a short description of the significance of the emblem and, at

Mercy’s inductees to NHS on the night of their induction. Photo courtesy of Mr. Myers.
over a thousand more chapters in the ten years that
followed. Ever since then, the National Honor Society has broadened its reach into every state and most
territories in the US, as well as into Canada. The organization stands by its original purpose to recognize
“students who have demonstrated excellence in the
areas of scholarship, service, leadership, and character.” These are the values that almost a hundred girls
were sworn into over a month ago.
The ceremony started with a procession of all
of the current year’s candidates, accompanied by
beautiful harp music courtesy of inductee Ramitha
Jonnala. As both students and parents alike settled
down in their seats, co-president Elizabeth Hanley
read a welcoming statement. She was followed by a
short reflection spoken by Laura Seeger on a quote
chosen especially for the occasion: “The best way
to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of
others.” Grace Fjermedal, the historian of the club,
then told everyone the story of the National Honor

last, it was time for the students sitting in the front
rows, waiting with trepidation and excitement, to
be inducted into the Catherine McAuley Chapter of
the National Honor Society. One by one, they were
named and their accomplishments proclaimed to the
audience. Each received a certificate, a card and a
pin; then together stood up to say the NHS pledge
for the first time as a member. They were offered
congratulations by the Mercy administration but
before they returned to their seats, each was offered
a rose. This rose, three other members of NHS explained, was for those who made it possible for each
student to be inducted: the parents, the teachers, and
the friends that supported them throughout the entire
time. Finally, Sister Pat closed the ceremony with a
blessing on each member, new and old, of the National Honor Society.
NHS congratulates its new inductees and looks
forward to seeing several new faces next year as
well!

On March 18, the eighth grade
had the opportunity to go on a field
trip to Geva Theatre and see the play
The Diary of Anne Frank. The play
is based on Anne Frank’s famous
autobiography about her horrific
experiences as a young Jewish girl
in Germany during the Holocaust.
Before the field trip, the eighth graders learned about the Holocaust in
English class, which helped them to
understand and appreciate the play
even more. This included reading a
play adaptation of The Diary of Anne
Frank, another Holocaust novel of
their choice, and numerous class discussions about the Holocaust.
The eighth graders enjoyed the
play and were able to gain more insight on the Holocaust through this
visual experience. The set, which
was made to look like the inside of
the Secret Annex, was detailed, ac-

curate, and assisted in explaining the
hard times thrust upon Anne and her
family during the Holocaust. The
cast was amazing as well, especially
considering the emotional and horrific story they were portraying.
After the play, the eighth graders
had the opportunity to meet and talk
to a real Holocaust survivor, who
shared her story and then answered
a few questions from the audience.
Her name is Lea Malek and when
she was just a little girl in Hungary, she ended up in a concentration
camp with the rest of her family and
now lives right here in Rochester.
Although not everyone had a chance
to ask a question because of the large
audience, everyone was able to learn
from her powerful answers and unbelievable life story.
Overall, the field trip was a huge
success!

Around Mercy
Author James
Women in Sports
Kennedy Visits Mercy Essay Contest Winners
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By Ashley Brandt

By Lily Conlan

The middle school had a visit from author
of Order of the Oddfish, James Kennedy on
March 23. He talked a lot about his 90-second
Newberry challenge and played many different entries, including one from Mercy students. James Kennedy’s Newberry challenge
is for young filmmakers who want to act out,
in some sort of creative way, a Newbery book
in about 90 seconds. He then looks through all
of the submissions and picks his favorite and
most well done videos to show at his events.
James comes to cities like Rochester, Salt

Lake City, Boston, and Portland to hold his annual 90-Second Newbery Film Festival. At the
author visit, James talked about all of this and
showed quite a few Newbery Videos including Johnny Tremain by some of Mercy’s own
middle schoolers. He will also be showing it
at the film festival in Rochester at the Dryden
Theatre in the George Eastman Museum. The
90-second Newbery idea was created by James
Kennedy, who has been running it for seven
years, and you can check them out at his website, 90secondnewbery.com.

Mercy Holds First
Ever Poetry Slam
By Julia Cilano
For years, the MOTTO Project has
been an integral and unique element of the
Mercy experience. As each student strives
to introduce reform, awareness, and inspiration in the world around them, each student, through her MOTTO Action, can start
and pass on a spirit of change, growth, and
optimism for the future. Each year brings
around new projects, new actions, and new
causes to explore; this year, for example,
saw Mercy’s first annual Poetry Slam created by seniors Emily Davis and Grace Taylor.
Davis and Taylor’s MOTTO Project
centered on evaluating the importance and
value of the Mercy Core Values and Critical Concerns for Mercy students and sharing this importance and value with others
through slam poetry. By connecting their
MOTTO to the Critical Concern for Women, Emily and Grace pursued and championed the universal right for women to speak
their minds and share their opinions with an
attentive and respectful audience. In their
own words, “Our mission is to give girls
a platform to express their life experiences

through the lens of the Critical Concerns
[through] quality, highly personal poetry.”
To clarify, slam poetry is a style of poetry that is designed for performance. Poetry
can be read, recited, or analyzed in private,
protected spaces, but slam poetry strives to
take its audience out of its comfort zone in
order to instill passion, empathy, and purpose. On March 15, the audience of the first
Mercy Poetry Slam was certainly awoken to
the heart and drive in each of the poets that
shared their pieces. Poems representing the
Concerns and Core Values of Earth, Spirituality, Community, Racism, and especially
Women were performed and appreciated.
Along with the support of poets Rian Gray,
Maya Dini, Sam Lynd, Ramitha Jonnala,
Sam Waidl, Abby Hentschke, and Julia Cilano, Emily and Grace held a truly inspiring
event that is sure to be present in Mercy’s
future. Several of the poems shared during
the Poetry Slam will be in this year’s Mercedes publication, and as years pass, the annual Mercy Poetry Slam will undoubtedly
become a fixture of Mercy life and culture.

The National Girls and Women in Sports
Day Essay Contest was presented by gym
teachers as an alternative to the first-semester
project. The essay contest was brought by St.
John Fisher College’s Sport Management Department, as it is annually, to celebrate National Girls and Women in Sports Day. This was
the 9th year St. John Fisher made the essay
contest available to young women in our region to share their story. The essay contest had
three themes to choose from which were “Traditions”, “You Are Not Alone”, and “Play Play
the Day Away”. Two girls from Mercy got recognized by their submissions, who were Rory
Herrema and me, Lily Conlan, both sophomores here at OLM. Rory’s essay entry was
under the theme of “Traditions”, she wrote
about the sports traditions that are kept within
her family and how they bring them together.
I wrote my essay with the theme of “You Are

Not Alone”, I wrote about how my Irish dance
team forever changed my perspective on the
sport of Irish dance and brought positivity
back into my life.
On February 7, National Girls and Women in Sports Day was celebrated for the 32nd
annual day and the essay contest results were
shared. I won first place in the 9-12 division
in our region and Rory received an honorable
mention. Rory and I were so overwhelmed
with joy and honor when our gym teacher
announced the news to our gym classes. I received an award certificate and choice of either a Dick’s Sporting Goods or a Barnes &
Nobles $50 gift card, and of course, I picked
the Barnes & Nobles gift card! St. John Fisher
will be releasing next year’s essay ideas in November 2018 for anyone interested in sharing
their story with the worldwide community of
aspiring female athletes and young women.

Mercy Spreads the
Word to End the Word

By Katie Stanley

I feel that our society has been steadily moving towards embracing people of all
abilities. Personally, I find the R word to be
very offensive; it tears a person down instead
of building them up. People say it like it is
nothing. However it means a lot and can hurt
a person deeply. A person who has intellectual
or developmental disabilities or even physical
disabilities deserves to be included and re-

spected. A group of people from the Golisano
Foundation have teamed up with Mercy Girls
to promote awareness of the word and signed
a petition to help ban the R word. Students
also signed a banner, which is hanging in the
school. We should treat all people with respect
and dignity, so the Spread the Word to End the
Word petition is a movement to do so.

Father-Daughter
Dinner Dance!
By Mackenzie Yaddaw

At this time of year, with spring sports and
an overload of schoolwork, it’s hard for Mercy students and their parents to spend time
together. Thankfully, there’s the high school
father-daughter dance where Mercy girls and
their fathers enjoy a night of dancing, joking,
and laughter. It’s a great time for reconnection between girls and their fathers at a time
where other priorities are usually put ahead of
family. The dance started off with an hour of
time for everyone to arrive and introduce parents to friends and vice versa, a nice time for
conversation that usually gets pushed aside.
An hour doesn’t sound like enough time to
have groundbreaking reconnections and life
changing realizations, but it’s enough time
for fathers and their daughters to talk a little
about their lives and have a small amount of
reconnection, which can make a difference.

Next came a meal of grilled fish, lasagna,
potatoes, and vegetables, which was absolutely delicious. Everyone got to sit down to
a warm, cooked meal surrounded by friends
and family, something that also doesn’t happen a lot with the amount of activities in our
lives. Next of course was dancing, as is the
main reason everyone went. The songs were
fun and very popular with the girls as they
were current songs. Even the dads got into
the dancing, which is so much different than
usual father-daughter dances and was so
much fun to see. Towards the end was a slow
dance and all the fathers made their way into
the dance floor with their daughters, which
everyone seemed to enjoy. The night was
packed with laughter, dancing, and bonding
that left everyone with smiles on their faces.
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Mercy Spring Sports Athletes Take On the
Competition, Minus The Spring Weather

By Julia Spagnola

Lacrosse. Softball. Track and Field. Crew. All are some of
OLM’s most popular squads, drawing hundreds of Monarchs
each year to the school’s many modified, junior varsity, and varsity programs. The differences between these competitive activities, however, are large and widespread. For instance, some take
place on land, and as for others, on sea (or more specifically the
Genesee River). And maybe you’re a little in between if you run
the 2000m steeplechase, hopping over several barriers around a
track and plunging briefly into a pool of water each of the five
laps around. It’s true, the physical parameters of these sports
tend to separate the Mercy sports communities quite a bit, but
this season the relentless late bands of wintry weather have put
a strain on all four sports seasons. And in some way, shape, or
form, all the athletes taking part in their respected sports this
season have managed to get a little wet, whether it be rain, sleet,
snow, or even a belated April ice storm. The disappointing truth
is clear- Mother Nature is taking the Spring out of spring sports
this season.
When the temperatures should be getting warmer and the
skies a bit clearer, the climate instead have taken a dramatic turn,
bringing harsh winds and series of unpredictable snowfalls. The
fight for gym time, getting lacrosse, softball, track, and even
crew within the confines of Mercy’s athletics indoor facilities
has become both daunting and stressful. Track athletes running
into rowers moving ergs in the hallways has become a common

form of normalcy as well as softballs sailing into the rafters of
the gym or lacrosse athletes doing seemingly endless “elevens”
sprints across the split gym courts. The first crew team practice
on the water has been delayed over and over. The track team has
shoveled the track. Twice. Lacrosse scrimmages canceled, softball games rescheduled. The constant struggle of having to bring
seven types of layers to practice. When will it all end?
Nearly a month and a half into the official start of the spring
season and halfway through April, admittedly, the possibility of
warm weather coming soon does not seem promising. Slowly
but surely, the battles for extra yoga mats for indoor workouts
and the chaotic McAuley Gallery after school will dwindle
away. The conditions may seem, less than enjoyable, unless
you’re a fan of saturated uniforms, caking mud, or bats stinging
from the cold when making contact with a ball. It’s important
to note, though, this inclement weather hasn’t stopped Mercy’s
committed athletes. For the Monarchs, the grind (and it is a real
grind) never ever stops.
But how do we stop the spring sadness? Well, it only takes a
little bit of promise to believe that the April showers will surely
bring May flowers. Not too long ago, I was looking out my third
floor classroom window to see another gray and miserable cold
day. Forty degrees and snowing, as the large crystallized flakes
began to fall in slow motion. In December, the sight would
have been a magnificent one, a beautiful snow globe. But for an

athlete like myself knowing I would have to embrace the chill
and face practice that afternoon, it was anything but beautiful.
I pushed the weather aside and decided not to think about it.
It wasn’t until later that day when I contemplated that disappointing feeling turned into relief. It was 4:30 in the afternoon
and every one of the Mercy spring sports were outside; softball
fielding balls on the diamond, the crew team was happily rowing
at Genesee Waterways, lacrosse warming up for a game, and
the track athletes jumping into the sand pit. It was sunny and I
realized I wasn’t wearing my hat and gloves anymore. For just
a short moment, it was pure bliss, clear skies and the hope of a
pleasant spring right around the corner. It was a good practice.
For now, students around Monroe County are stuck with the
frigid arctic air and unreliable forecasts. That’s just the reality of being a Rochesterian athlete in spring. But brighter days
are closer than they may currently seem, and sooner or later the
greatest competition we face won’t be the weather, but the opponents we actually play against. The fact remains that rain or
shine, the competition will only get greater as the days go on.
And slowly but surely, the halls will become less crowded and
games or meets will go on as regularly scheduled. The locker
room after school in spring, however, will always be crowded.
Always.

Youth and Government
Travels to Albany to
Participate In State
Conference
By Julia Spagnola

On Friday March 9, many
Mercy girls boarded a bus and
traveled to Albany to participate in a statewide Youth and
Government Conference. The
girls participated in a range of
activities which they had spent
the year preparing for. Members
of the Judicial Branch argued a
previously assigned case against
students from all over the state.
Justices from Mercy worked with
justices from throughout the state
to preside over these cases and
decide which team prevailed.
Legislative Branch participants
argued to get a bill of each of her
own creation passed. Members
of the Press worked to document
the events of the weekend. All
of the girls were very successful
and formed friendships with other
young leaders from all over the
state. Youth and Government

is all about servant leadership
and participation by students in
government. It is a club run by
the YMCA in 38 of the 50 states
that desires to educate students on
the workings of the government
and to teach them to be responsible citizens and educated voters.
Youth and Government helps
students to learn how to properly
debate and express their views
on current issues in a civilized
manner. The knowledge acquired
and the friendships forged at
the New York State Youth and
Government Conference will
not be forgotten by the Mercy
students who attended. The hard
work done throughout the year by
the Mercy students was evident
by the wonderful performance at
the conference. Congratulations
delegates!

Above: Members of Mercy’s Youth and Government Club work in the Legislative Branch to
get their bills passed. Below left: Mercy’s representative in the Judicial Branch hears a case.
Photo courtesy of Mrs. McAdoo.

Mercy Community Shows
Gratitude for Coaches at
Annual Appreciation Dinner
By Emma Raymond
On Saturday, March 10, the Annual Coaches Appreciation Dinner was held at Casa Larga. The purpose was to
honor more than thirty Mercy coaches. The Sports Booster Club made sure the dinner was memorable, providing
scholarships and money for the dinner. Coaches are able to send requests to these eager parent members, who will
try to get them what they desire that is not in the normal budget.
The Mercy Sports Boosters have already funded uniforms for lacrosse, cross country/track, soccer, basketball,
and volleyball, softball hitting screens,
lacrosse goals, and a new top for the
scorer’s table. They refinished the main
gym floor, installed a new pole vault
kit, repaired the outdoor scoreboard,
purchased swim flippers, workout ergs
and oars for Crew, mercy-branded rugs
for the gym entrance, gym bleacher
steps, cheer mats, and much more!
Mercy Sports Boosters provided
plenty of fun at this dinner including
silent auctions, food, and awards. The
wonderful meal had almost anything
you’d want! Awards were given not
only to coaches, but also committed
parent volunteers. The awards can be
for anywhere from 5 to 20+ years of
service! This year the awards were
given to Mr. Yandek and Mr. Bessette.
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Members of Mercy Community Reach Out to
Women in Prison

By Amanda Folwell

Located in Orleans County, New York, the Albion Correctional Facility is a medium security
prison for female inmates. While there, inmates can work a variety of jobs for wages, including engraving signs in a metal shop. It is also possible to learn vocational skills in many fields, including
cosmetology, maintenance, horticulture, and business. Education is also offered at varying levels,
including high school and special education. Inmates also have the opportunity to take college
classes for credits at Medaille College in Buffalo.
In addition to learning new skills and fields of interest, women also have the opportunity to
learn about their relationship with God. These women are taught to approach life with a center on
Christ to overcome “distorted visions of God, themselves, and others,” according to Mercy’s very
own nurse Eileen Kay, an associate of the Sisters of Mercy who regularly volunteers and teaches
these classes at Albion. Inmates themselves also volunteer to share their experiences with finding

God in the most difficult chapters of their lives to hopefully serve as inspiration for other women.
Women can also take part in a retreat to “become fully alive” and get in touch with God and
their own struggles. About 30 to 35 women take part in these weekend retreats, and there is always
an overflow. The women learn about God’s forgiveness and love for them. Inmates take part in
these retreats because they want to be able to live their lives at peace with themselves and fix their
relationships with others. They want to get on that “high peak” of their relationship with God;
several women have already found it through these classes and retreats.
Though each woman at Albion has their own unique history, they are all connected to one another through their faith journey to forgive themselves and learn that God also forgives them, no
matter what.

Basketball Seniors Traiva Breedlove and Katie
Titus Sign National Letters of Intent
By Julia Spagnola

On Friday March 23, senior class standouts Traiva Breedlove and Katie Titus signed their National Letters of Intent to play Division I basketball at
Brown University and Daemen College. Surrounded by fellow students, family, teachers, supporters,
and friends, Breedlove and Titus were recognized
for their many achievements during their high
school careers.
Since they first came to Mercy many years ago,
the two have been both the best of friends and teammates. Together they have managed to help guide
the Monarchs to four sectional final games in four
years, winning two championships, one in Class A1
in 2016 and another in AA the following year.
Traiva Breedlove will be remembered for her

explosive offensive power and devoted spirit to
the OLM basketball squad. She will take her talents with her when she becomes a Brown Bear next
fall. Katie Titus, a competitor known for her incredible determination and leadership as well as commanding defensive authority, will continue on her
academic and athletic career as a Daemen Wildcat.
Outside of their basketball roles, both wish to pursue medicine as part of their professional careers.
The Mercy community will surely miss their
many basketball superstars as they graduate this
spring, but the entire Circle of Mercy congratulates
Traiva Breedlove and Katie Titus in all their accomplishments and wishes them all the best in the next
chapter of their lives.

Club Highlight:
The Voice

President’s Cabinet
By Lola DeAscentiis

By Lola DeAscentiis

The Voice, the middle school literary
magazine open to students in grades 6-8, was
started in 2015 by Mrs. Good. All middle
school students can submit their poetry, prose,
artwork, or photography to The Voice to be
considered for the magazine, which will be
published at the end of the school year. The
staff meets on C and G days during first lunch
in room M-102 with Mrs. Good to discuss,
review, and edit all submissions. A variety
of incredible pieces are considered, ranging
from stunning photography to expressive po-

ems. While numerous pieces are accepted in
the end, many of them are edited and resubmitted with the help of the staff. After being
accepted, the poems and prose are then Photoshopped by the staff into their final copy
which will be published in the magazine. Although you do not have to be part of the staff
to submit, all middle schoolers are invited to
be part of it! Don’t miss the third edition of
The Voice, which will be available at the end
of the school year!

President’s Cabinet is a club open to all students in grades 6-12 who are interested in offering their perspectives on various school issues
and topics. Once a month, President’s Cabinet
meets in the Board Room, located next to the
Media Center, with Ms. Johnston to share opinions and insights. Some topics discussed include
the amount of homework and its effectiveness,
World Class Learning, course selection, the cafeteria, and much more. Although the group does
not make decisions, their perspectives are very

beneficial to Ms. Johnston and the rest of the
administration when doing so. Did you know
that this group is part of the reason why the Media Center is now open before school and after
school? Anyone interested in joining does not
have to come to every meeting, but is encouraged to! The meeting dates will be announced
in the morning close to when the time comes,
so please consider coming to the next one. Your
opinion and insight are very valuable!

“Yo, Adrian!” Check out Mercy’s Boxing Club

By Hannah Endeshaw

The Boxing Club has been a part of the Mercy community since 2011. The club was started by former Spanish
teacher, Mrs. Dawn Lebeau and her daughter (who is a former Mercy student) due to their love of boxing. Throughout
the years the Boxing Club has allowed students to build
their confidence
and
gives
them the opportunity
to broaden their
horizon.
T h e
club’s
modera-

tor, Mrs. Caston also states that through the club, girls find
a “newfound strength in themselves” and are physically
and mentally strengthened by the club. Students are taught
by Coach Dana Chubb and learn footwork and defensive
techniques, and how to properly punch. Club members also
participate in full body workouts, team activities, and practice techniques on punching bags during their meetings. Although the club is not competitive, sparing is always optional and members are invited to compete in Aquinas’ Annual
Mission Bouts and other competitions throughout the year.
The club meets at ROC Boxing every Monday and Wednesday and at Mercy’s Fitness Center on Fridays from 3:30 to
4:30. People can join at any point of the year and the club
is open to Mercy students of all grades. People interested in
joining can talk to Mrs. Caston in the main office.

Members of Mercy’s Boxing Club warm up before
their practice. Photo courtesy of Mrs. Caston.
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Welcome Mrs. Wallace!

Welcome Mr. Ormiston!

1. What was your previous job before Mercy?
I was a substitute teacher in the Webster Public School District. I subbed in all of the schools and in every
subject, but the middle schools and high schools were my favorites.

1. From what schools did you graduate?
I graduated from Palmyra-Macedon High
School in 2011. In 2015 I graduated from RIT
with a major in Biomedical Science. Most recently I graduated from Nazareth College with
my Masters in Inclusive Adolescent Education.

By Amanda Folwell

By Cece Stocum

2. Why did you choose to come to Mercy?
I wanted to work for and contribute to an institution I believed in and aligned with my values. I also love
the fact that I get the benefit of having school breaks off, so that I can be with my children when school
is not in session.

2. What classes do you teach at Mercy?
I currently teach both AP Biology and Earth
Science at Mercy.

3. What is your favorite part about working here?
The people! The Circle of Mercy is real and so very special. Having the opportunity to interact with each
and every student I see, as well as the wonderful Mercy faculty and staff members, is the best part of my
job.

3. What made you want to come to Mercy?
I wanted to come to Mercy because of its rich
history in academics and positive moral values.

4. What is something you are still getting adjusted to here at Mercy?
I feel really well adjusted. I’ve had the best imaginable training from Mrs. Hentschke and amazing support from the staff and students alike. I’m so happy to be at Mercy.
5. What is something we wouldn’t know about you? Any hobbies?
Well, my kids are 11 and 13, so I choose to spend most of my time centered on family things, like going to their games, recitals, and other activities.
I do love to travel, read, and I grow my own veggies in a big garden I plant every year.
6. If you could have any other job in the world, what would it be?
That is something I’ve asked myself since I was a student at Mercy! I was in sales for a long time which was super fun. I can’t think of a particular
job I’d want right now, but it would be something where I could continue learning and also be actively doing something for the betterment of the
people in this world.
7. What is your favorite excuse you have heard so far for being late in the morning?
Oh, that’s a tough one! I’ve seen so many! There certainly have been some eyebrow raisers (insert smile), but there have also been students who
have responsibilities at home, being called upon to take care of things that are not in their control, that have caused them to be late. They have my
heart.

This year’s New York State “Preserve Our Water” contest featured fourteen
winners. Among them was Ingrid Miller’s entry, featured above. Ingrid Miller is
currently an eighth grader at Our Lady of Mercy.

The Quill
would like
to recognize
Mercy eighth
grader Ingrid
Miller on her
win in the New
York State
“Preserve Our
Water” Poster
Contest!
Congratulations,
Ingrid!

4. What do you like to do outside of school?
In my personal time I enjoy playing soccer,
volleyball, golf, and video games like FIFA and
Forza Motorsports on XBoxOne.
5. Any pets at home?
I have a 9 month old Golden Doodle puppy,
Ally. She’s a handful of energy and great running partner.
6. How long have you been teaching?
I’m in just my second year of teaching, but I got
my start working with adolescents while coaching soccer over the past 5 years.
7. What is your favorite part about teaching?
My favorite thing about teaching is the opportunity to see the growth and maturation of my
students as the school year goes on. While my
students learn a tremendous amount about their
course subjects, I enjoy watching their growth
in responsibility and self-confidence equally.
8. If you could have any other job in the
world, what would it be?
I really do love teaching, but ultimately my
lifelong goal is to make a name for myself as
a professional soccer coach. It’s a sport that
I’ve played since I was a kid, but I only really
took a serious interest in soccer within the past
5 years. Nowadays you’ll find me watching,
coaching, or playing soccer just about everyday
of the week.
9. Is there anything you’d like the students
and faculty to know?
A message I’d like to spread to the students,
faculty, and administration is a whole-hearted
thank you to everyone who has been so kind
and welcoming in my first few weeks. From
day one this entire community has accepted me
with open arms and shown their willingness to
help make my experience an enjoyable and successful one.

Letter From the Editor
By Elizabeth Meisenzahl
In his annual address on Palm Sunday last
month, Pope Francis spoke directly to young
people, saying, “Young people, you have it in
you to shout. It is up to you not to keep quiet. Even if others keep quiet, if we older people and leaders keep quiet, if the whole world

keeps quiet and loses its joy, I ask you: will
you cry out?”
This question resonated with me so deeply when I heard it because it reflects what has
made this year at Mercy such a joy to cover for
The Quill. Since the beginning of this year, I
have been deeply moved by and proud of Mercy girls who have used their talents and education to cry out against injustice.
Most recently, I saw this on display during
MOTTO presentations. Of the six MOTTO
projects that I observed that day, all focused on
a particular passion about which the presenter
cared deeply. All were issues that I knew little about, but to that girl, working against that
particular injustice was of great importance,
which I believe was the most important aspect
of the day. We should be moved by these injustices, big or small. And they won’t be the
same for all of us. One of the best presentations
I saw was about educating children on water
pollution, something I had never known much
about, yet, afterwards, it forced me to reexamine some of my own habits. She had cried out
about an issue that is given little attention, and
made it apparent to each of us in that room.
Seeing Mercy girls stand up for various
causes these past few months has made me im-

mensely proud to be a Mercy girl. When students organized the event in the gym against
gun violence, they became part of many young
people crying out, and it worked; people were
forced to pay attention. At both the March for
Life and the March for Our Lives, Mercy girls,
as part of largely youth-led movements, cried
out against a culture that devalues life, and,
again, those who chose silence were made to
hear.
The issues don’t have to be on a global or
national scale, though. On Critical Concerns
Day, the junior class focused on immigration,
and we talked about both the local and global
aspect. In addition to a film about the refugee
crisis in Sudan, we discussed the particular issues refugees who have relocated to Rochester
face in their everyday lives. The director of
Rochester’s refugee resettlement organization
handed out information to let us know how we
could get involved to make a difference for refugees on the local level here in Rochester.
Even beyond that, crying out against the
smallest injustices can make a difference. In
another MOTTO project I observed, a senior
worked with students on the autism spectrum,
developing lessons specially suited to them.
This action was by no means on a global or na-

tional scale, but by reaching out to the stranger,
the outcast, she had cried out against treatment
of children on the autism spectrum that overlooks their needs.
This call to cry out is, I think, another way
of saying what our community has been focused on since Critical Concerns Day. Sister
Aine’s call for us to be pioneers of change,
that phrase we heard so much of, means that
we have the responsibility to cry out, because,
as Sister Karlien says, we are able to respond.
I hope Mercy stays true to the mission statement developed last year in continuing to cry
out when we see injustice.

