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Cheryl Speranza Leadership Institute
Offers Groundbreaking Opportunities
for Mercy Students

By Laura Giugno

On November 9, the Mercy community was informed of some very
exciting news for the future of the school - the creation of the Cheryl
Speranza Leadership Institute. The Institute honors Cheryl Speranza, a
1965 Mercy graduate who had a passion for serving others, including
Rochester’s young women and youth. Cheryl passed away from pancreatic cancer in March 2018. Prior to her passing, Paul and Cheryl Speranza
created and funded the Institute through a generous gift of more than
$1.2 million from the Speranza family and the Cheryl and Paul Speranza
Foundation.
The Institute will provide Mercy tuition funding for emerging leaders
from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds, including those with limited
financial and emotional support. Although the specifics of the program are
yet to be fully decided, the Institute will include opportunities for all Mercy students to better be able to develop skills as leaders in the community.
According to Dr. Kilbridge, the principal of Our Lady of Mercy, the
Leadership Institute is going to focus on helping students gain a deeper
understanding of theological and philosophical traditions, leading to
a more thorough understanding of how to live a life of virtue. It will
also help students to grow as leaders by educating them on models of
leadership, with a specific focus on servant leadership. Students will gain
knowledge on organizational dynamics and get a chance to better know
themselves through a chance to consider their character flaws and assets
through the Myers-Briggs indicator along with other tools. The Institute
will include a chance for students to be educated on the process of making
decisions and will assist students in their growth as confident speakers
and eloquent writers. Students will be also be taught etiquette, allowing
them to present themselves confidently and professionally. The Institute

represents a new opportunity for students to grow as confident leaders
who will be able to tackle the issues facing our world today.
Currently, a search is underway to find a leader for this new
Institute and create an outline of the program. There is also an effort
underway to formulate courses that will help students to grow in skills
and values that ethical leaders exemplify in their work. The impact of
the Institute will go beyond the students’ school day, with programs
that occur outside of the regular school day. It will also include opportunities to find mentors and interact with youth advocates.
The announcement of this new Institute was celebrated with a
special Mass and a guest speaker, Dr. Bernice King, who holds the
position of chief executive officer of the King Center. Dr. King, the
youngest daughter of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., gave a speech to the
students of Our Lady of Mercy, which, in keeping with the goal of the
Cheryl Speranza Institute, focused largely on women in leadership. Dr.
King spoke about the trials and difficulties her mother, Coretta Scott
King, experienced as well as how she overcame them. The leadership
of Coretta Scott King and her determination to do what was right was
praised by Dr. King.
This unique story was used to inspire the students at Mercy to make
a change and stand up for what they believe in. Dr. King then held a
question and answer session with Mercy students, who had been preparing for this opportunity by responding to Dr. King’s tweets that were
given to them in homeroom. Dr. King was able to discuss the work of
the King Center during this question and answer session. The students
were then treated to a lunch of sub sandwiches and were given time in
Dr. Bernice King addresses the Mercy their classes to discuss the special announcement.
community at the announcement of the
Cheryl Speranza Leadership Institute.

Mercy Girls Dazzle in Little Women The Musical
By Isabella Kunde

Celebrating the 150th Anniversary of Louisa May Alcott’s
beloved classic, the Mercy Performing Arts Department
presented the musical version of Little Women. The ensemble sang and danced their way through four performances
in early November. With students from Brighton, Penfield,
Webster-Schroeder, Fairport, McQuaid, and Mercy, the story
of four young sisters came to life on the Mercy stage. Female
cast members were delighted to have six talented male cast
members in their midst!
Gabriella Toriseva portrayed the lead role in the production: Jo March, a spunky, outgoing aspiring writer who will
stop at nothing to fulfill her dreams. Marmee, the mother and
caregiver of the four girls, was played by Julia Leahy. Ava
Clarcq played Meg March, the oldest of the four sisters, who
longs for true love and happiness. Amy March, the youngest
of the sisters who wants fine things and riches, was played by
Brianna Whittemore. And Beth March, the quiet, yet influential peace-keeper of the family, was played by Isabella Kunde.
The connection among sisters and mother developed and grew
throughout the rehearsal process.
The ensemble had multiple opportunities on the stage,
playing a variety of characters including ice skaters, dancers
at a Valentine’s Day Ball, and fictitious characters from Jo’s
imagination.
Stage managers Madi Wood and Meredith McGee worked
tirelessly, putting in long hours to create a beautiful production. With the help of a dedicated stage crew, the musical
came together in a seamless portrayal of the March family’s
experience during the Civil War.
Rehearsals began in early October, including musical,

Isabella Kunde, Gabriella Toriseva, Ava Clarcq and Brianna
Whittemore portray the March sisters in Little Women.
staging, and choreography rehearsals. Performing arts teachers
Ms. Megan Camacho-Bianchi and Ms. Elana Gizzi invited 25
North Dance director, Pamela Schickler, and choreographer/
teacher Brit Shea to collaborate in the production. Our costume
mistress, Ms. Linda Wojciechowski, borrowed costumes
from schools all around the Rochester area, capturing the true
fashion of the 1860’s. The cast of 26 students enjoyed working
with these professionals and developing this classic story. The
production had many challenges, including portraying 400
pages of written word in only 2 hours on the stage. Another
challenge for the cast was the accurate portrayal of the manners and morals of the Civil War era. In addition, the subject

matter presented many sensitive issues, including courtship,
financial struggle, a father serving in the military, and the
death of one of the sisters. The production team encouraged
the cast to find their own way of handling these issues and
allowed creative room for the actors to experiment and
learn how to develop each character’s story. Through these
challenges, the entire cast flourished in their work, with
their efforts and camaraderie evident in every performance.
Actors and stage crew alike felt that this production brought
a rare and wonderful spirit of community and collaboration
not often experienced.
Audiences laughed and cried as the cast played out this
timeless story of family and friendship. Alcott’s story of the
March sisters still rings true today, with its ideals of loyalty,
hard work, and compassion woven into every scene of the
modern musical. Girls today can look to these characters
as inspiration, in their
simple and loving way
of living together as
family, while being
true to themselves and
overcoming obstacles and hardship. As
Marmee tells her girls,
“We March women are
invincible!” And in
fact, they were and still
are today.
Gabriella Toriseva as Jo
March. Photo courtesy
of Mr. Carro
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Mercy Spirit Gala Huge Success!

By Emma Raymond

On November 17, Mercy held its 16th annual Spirit Gala! There were 300 guests in
attendance, eager to support Mercy and all the great things that Mercy stands for. The
Spirit Gala is Mercy’s biggest fundraising event. This night raises money for scholarships,
to help many girls come to Mercy. This year, over $230,000 was raised. Thank you to all
who donated, sponsored, and contributed! Because the venue is made primarily for adults,
the activities may be unknown. First of all, it is crucial to mention the plethora of items
auctioned off. These items are usually donated and can be won through the online silent
auction or in person at the Gala. Some of these items include trips, a fun night out or even
a custom Mercy quilt! Dinner was catered by KG Catering. There was even a live band!
Since this year’s theme was Tradition, the tables were elegantly dressed in blue and white,
and memories from past Mercy girls were shared.
To start off the night, and properly introduce the theme, the guests walked through
the original doors near the main office, then walked through the same halls students pass
through every day. As they walked, pictures of uniforms and Mercy girls guided their way.
The theme was carried on into the night when Mercy alumnae were asked to stand and join

in singing the Alma Mater, while Mercy student- servers joined in. This truly set the mood
for the night and the spirit continued as donations were made and stories were shared. The
first set of stories was shared from a very special guest. Phyllis Contestable, a 1964 Mercy
graduate, appeared in the off-Broadway show Nunsense and has toured around the country
performing in the critically acclaimed Broadway musical Sister Act. She has appeared in
many other performances, sharing her craft of musicality and humor. Her stories mentioned
teachers, events and memorable traditions that continue today.
Overall, this night honored a woman who is a crucial aspect of Mercy’s loving nature
and commitment. Suzanne Johnston ‘61 was awarded the Sister Mary Francesca Service
Award. The Mercy community is grateful to her for all she has done for Mercy, she is
missed dearly! If you still want to see what this night is like but don’t want to wait until
your girls go to Mercy, make sure to sign up to volunteer to serve next year! With that being
said, a special shout out to all parent and student volunteers, the board who helped organize
this event, and Mrs. Conlan. Thank you for all you do, the Mercy community will be counting down until next year!

Left: Sanu Magar accepts an award on behalf of former
Mercy President Suzanne Johnston. Above: Board of
Trustee member Terri Cubiotti arrives at the Gala. Right:
Junior Lily Conlan was very busy snapping photos the
night of the Gala.

Motto Makes Difference in Veterans’ Lives
By Amanda Folwell

Coming from a military family, senior Kathryn Lester knew immediately that she wanted to
do her Motto project with veterans.
Veterans are some of the most vulnerable people in the country. Many have a dependence
on either family and friends or other programs for support. Rochester has its own Veterans Outreach Center, providing care and assistance for veterans who may need it, helping these men and
women get back onto their feet and live life to the fullest.
Lester has dedicated her project to volunteering at the Veterans Outreach Center, helping in
her own way by being there for the veterans and making their days better, especially around the

Red Ribbon Week
Promotes Healthy
Lifestyle

By LaRue Huetmaker

From October 22nd to October 26th, Mercy participated in Red Ribbon Week. This week spreads
awareness about drug addiction. Schools all around
the country participated and signed an oath to never
take drugs. Many here at Mercy signed this oath,
and the Middle School held a door decorating contest that promoted the idea to stay drug-free.
This week was particularly relevant in American
culture because of the many epidemics involving
drug and alcohol addiction. According to Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, an average 47
Americans die per day due to all forms of opioid
overdose. At Mercy, many other shocking statistics
were given to students including: 1) the effects of
alcohol last longer for women because they lack the
enzyme men have to digest alcohol, and 2) alcohol
is the main killer in teens over all the other drugs
combined.
The week emphasized that there are many dangers related to drug and alcohol abuse. Red ribbon
Week exists to keep students knowledgeable about
these dangers and the current statistics regarding
addiction to harmful drugs.

holidays. She volunteers a few times each month, spending time with the veterans and keeping
their spirits raised during their tough times. Her goal is to make these people smile and feel like
they have a place in society. She assists with events held at the center as well, working closely
with full-time employees to have everything run smoothly and efficiently and to make sure the
veterans enjoy themselves.
Lester is passionate about making a difference in these veterans’ lives. From the sound of it,
she already has.

Mercy Supports
Foodlink for
Hunger Project

By Grace Kurzweil

For the focus of the Campus Ministry
Board (CMB) Hunger Project in November,
Mercy supported the Foodlink Backpack
Program rather than Oxfam in an effort to
support a local organization that helps children in our own community. However, this
project took an interesting twist: instead
of buying food for the program, Mercy
students fundraised to buy backpacks for
the program. This will help the program to
spread its reach to more children as well
as provide the children with a discreet way
to carry the food home to their families.
According to research by Foodlink, studies
have proven that children who are hungry
at school due to a lack of food at home
have difficulties concentrating, lower Math
and English scores, difficulty interacting
with peers, trouble finishing tests in time,
and lower graduation rates. Due to the
generous donations of its sponsors and
donors, the Foodlink Backpack Program is
able to provide each child in the program
with a backpack, which includes food from
every food group to offer sustenance over
weekends and holiday breaks.

To kick off the Hunger Project, Mercy
graduate and CEO of Foodlink, Julia
Tedesco, spoke to the Mercy student body
to inspire them to participate in this year’s
Hunger Project with open hearts and enthusiasm. Once again the Hunger Project took
another interesting turn. Why not add some
fun into the project rather than just setting
out jars or envelopes to collect money?
CMB representatives called upon faculty
to help get the student body excited about
the project; several teachers walked around
school with backpacks themselves, and
students were encouraged to put change
in the backpack of their favorite teacher.
Then, at the end of the week, those teachers
stood on stools and were duct-taped to the
cafeteria wall during lunch by students who
bought the duct tape for a dollar per piece.
This event was very successful, and most
of the teachers even stayed stuck to the
wall after the stools were removed!
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Mercy Celebrates 20th Anniversary of Harry
Potter Books With “Potterpalooza”

By Lola DeAscentiis and Mackenzie Yaddaw
During the week of Halloween, Mercy celebrated the
twentieth anniversary of the Harry Potter universe through
a “Potterpalooza.” The Harry Potter novels are a seven-book series written by J.K. Rowling that tell the story
of a young wizard and his journey to defeat the Dark Lord.
The series has transformed young adult literature, and Mrs.
Zumchak says she can see it on required lists in another
20 years. During “Potterpalooza” week, a Harry Potter
fact was shared during morning announcements each day,
and the Media Center was decorated with floating candles,
house crests, and more. Also included was an interactive
set of hourglasses in which students and staff could put
“gems,” identifying which house they would most likely
belong if they were to attend the fictional school of witchcraft and wizardry, Hogwarts.
In addition to decorations and announcements, Mrs.
Zumchak and Ms. Krist put together special events with
the help of teachers who are Harry Potter fans. Some of
these events included a daily scavenger hunt in which
students would solve a riddle to find a picture of an
item on Harry Potter’s school supply list and a Bertie

Bott’s jelly bean guessing contest. For these smaller
contests, Harry Potter mini figures were given out
at the end of each day. The jelly bean contest was
won by Val Nugent, who was only off by one bean!
On Halloween, there was also a Battle of the Books
competition, and students were encouraged to wear a
Potter-themed costume in order to be put in a drawing
for a wand handcrafted by Mr. Burleigh. The winner
of this contest was Julia Pelletier, who posed for a
picture holding her new handcrafted wand. This week
was fun for Harry Potter fans and non-fans alike. We
would like to give a shout-out to Mrs. Zumchak and
Ms. Krist as well as all the teachers and students who
helped to make the week such a huge success. Be on
the lookout in five years for another “Potterpalooza”
commemorating the 25th anniversary of the U.S. publication of the first Harry Potter book, Harry Potter
and the Sorcerer’s Stone!

Students and staff celebrate Potterpalooza in the Media Center. Photo
courtesy of Ally Farnand.

All Saints’ Day Mass Recognizes Saints
Living and Dead
By Amanda Folwell

After the festivities of Halloween the day before, the Mercy community gathered in mass the
morning of November 1 to celebrate the feast of All Saints’ Day. Celebrated by Father Kevin Mannara of St. John Fisher College, time was taken to honor newly-canonized Oscar Romero and Pope
Paul VI and all those saints who were not officially canonized, including members of the Mercy
family who have passed on.
Widespread participation by the students and faculty alike, beautiful singing and music, and
incredible readers gave justice to the named and unnamed saints of the world. Sister Pat Beairsto’s
reading of those we have lost was quite possibly the most powerful part of the mass. There truly was
a connection being fostered in that auditorium at nine in the morning.

Each of us left the auditorium and proceeded to our first class of the day with a challenge: to live
how these saints did. Now, we may not all be called to sacrifice our lives for a just cause like Saint
Oscar Romero, nor will we all be officially canonized at St. Peter’s Square in the Vatican one day,
but we all have the power and capability to make life a little bit better for other people in our own
special way; that is essentially what all the saints did. It’s tough but it is not impossible. No matter
our race, gender or religion, being a saint is something possible for all.
As shown by the saints in our lives, being a saint is not a title; it is a way to live, and Mercy’s
Mass showed just that.

Assembly Kicks Off Christmas Basket Project
By Emma Magioncalda

Campus Ministry Board began the annual Christmas Basket
project with an assembly on Tuesday, November 20. Christmas
Baskets are one of Mercy’s favorite traditions, in which every
homeroom is assigned a family in need to provide gifts, clothes,
food, and other necessities for. The CMB Christmas Basket
leaders, Julia Spagnola and Anna Mason, kicked off the assembly
as they ran up the stairs in Christmas onesies, to the laughter
of the entire auditorium. They informed the audience that the
families receiving this year’s baskets are associated with Bethany
House, a safe house for women and their children fleeing from
issues such as domestic violence and addiction, and the Andrews
Center’s Outreach Program which provides assistance and aid
to children and families in need. Reminding the audience of the
need for their participation in the Christmas Basket project, the

leaders cited statistics about poverty in Rochester, especially the
inner city. These stats include the fact that Rochester has more
people living below the poverty level than any other similarly
sized city in the United States. Or the fact that about 16 percent
of people in Rochester live in extreme poverty, which translates
to around 100,000 people. Or how about the fact that roughly
half of the children living in Rochester live in poverty.
While these statistics seem daunting and may even distance
you from the cause, Spagnola and Mason stressed the idea that
these statistics represent real people. The data represents the
daily struggles that people living under the poverty level face
every day and their inability to access basic needs, like food
and shelter. The Christmas Basket families face many of these
problems, and with the help and awareness of Mercy girls, they

will be provided with many of those needs, especially food and
clothes. For many of these families, the presents and gifts Mercy
girls deliver to them are the only presents and gifts they receive
for Christmas, which makes it an extremely important tradition.
The assembly was closed out with performances of favorite
Christmas tunes by a few of Mercy’s teachers and staff. The
first Christmas karaoke was sung by Mrs. Cady, Ms. Fine, Ms.
Barker, and a few other teachers to the song “Last Christmas” by
Wham, which was a huge hit with the audience. Dr. Kilbridge
then harmonized with Ms. Barbero, a few other teachers and the
entire student body for a performance of “All I Want for Christmas is You” by Mariah Carey. Another great kickoff assembly for
the Christmas Basket project and the holiday season!

Mercy Community
Celebrates Halloween
with Spooky Festivities
By Isabel Ament

Halloween is the spookiest time of the year in many places around the world. Traditions include decorated pumpkins, fun costumes and a joyous night often spent with
friends, going from house to house in a neighborhood. One of the best parts of that night is
of course, the free candy.
To add to more traditional celebrations, Mercy had a Middle School Halloween Dance
with McQuaid on Friday, October 19 from 7-9 p.m. Many dancers came in costume and
had a fabulous time eating pizza and dancing to some seriously enjoyable and scary songs.
There was decor and colored lights shining in the middle school gym throughout the entire
night.
In addition to the Halloween festivities, there were also some Harry Potter themed
events. Students dressed in Harry Potter themed costumes were invited to a costume contest in the Media Center. Everyone involved represented their Hogwarts-themed “house”
very well! There was interesting competition between the Ravenclaws and the Hufflepuffs,
but no house emerged victorious. There were plenty of games, wands, magic, butterbeer,
and photography to go around. (See article on “Potterpalooza” for further information.)
October was a very festive month full of Halloween festivities and fun activities for everyone!

Photo courtesy of Mrs. Wallace.

Mercy Pioneers New Courses
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By Elizabeth Meisenzahl

Last February, Mercy students had the opportunity to sign up for courses to take during the
2018-2019 school year. Among them were two new courses, Digital and Media Literacy and
Advanced Placement (AP) Computer Science.
Although three science electives, Marine Biology, Forensics, and Anatomy and Physiology, were offered for the first time this year as separate semester-long courses, these courses
replaced the previous Applied Science class that covered the same topics in a year-long class.
Media Literacy and AP Computer Science, though, introduce students to entirely new fields of
study from courses in previous years.
In AP Computer Science, Mercy students for the first time have the ability to spend an
entire year in a course focusing on coding. A non-credit Java course had been offered previously, but this class counts as a technology credit that can be put towards the credits needed for
graduation.
Mr. Wood, who teaches AP Computer Science, loves the problem solving aspect of the
course, a sentiment shared by students in the class, who enjoy finding creative solutions needed
in coding.
To both Mr. Wood and the AP Computer Science students, this course is especially important now. “Women are underrepresented in the technology industry, and having a better gender
balance will benefit everyone,” said Mr. Wood. Similarly, students noted that the increasing
demand for technological skills, particularly related to coding and computer science, means
that this course will help to prepare them for life after high school and college.
In Media Literacy, an English elective and Mercy’s other new course, students begin each

class with their class cheer of “Show me the money!” - reference to both the 1996 film Jerry
Maguire and the profit motives students should be looking for in any media message. Mr.
Metzler previously taught the course in Minnesota in the early 2000s, but “that original course
was navigating a very different media landscape than today,” said Mr. Metzler. In addition to
more traditional media, including television, radio, and newspapers, the 2018 version of the
course also incorporates navigating the Internet, social media, online advertising, and media
consolidation.
“Such a course is especially important now because of how fast our modern media machinery is moving,” said Mr. Metzler. If there’s one important takeaway from the course, it’s that
students should be critical consumers of media, meaning that they’re equipped with questions
to ask when consuming media messages. These include looking for bias in media messages,
whether the consumer controls or is controlled by technology, and how money influences
media.
“This course helps students become more keenly aware of the power of the ethical considerations related to how humanity is shaped on a daily basis, both macro and micro, by our
media landscape,” said Mr. Metzler. With this awareness, Mr. Metzler hopes that students will
have a better understanding of, on individual level, what their phones can do both for them and
to them, as well as, on a large scale, the influence that propaganda and fake news have on the
collective consciousness of society.
“You wouldn’t hop on a horse without a saddle, and you shouldn’t venture into the modern
media landscape ill-equipped, not knowing when it could throw you,” said Mr. Metzler.

Retreat Reflections
Sophomore Perspective By Mackenzie Yaddaw

Junior Perspective By Laura Giugno

On the Wednesday after returning from break, the
These stations included many different activities to
sophomore class arrived at school bleary-eyed and
help each girl find unique ways to connect with themexhausted, ready (or not) for a day-long retreat and anselves, others, and God on a deeper, more spiritual level.
ticipating long lectures
The groups that focused on self-relationabout how God affects
ships discussed positive characteristics
our lives today. Howevthat each student possesses and that
er, many students were
makes them unique in a wonderful way.
surprised to find that
Several seniors were brought in to talk
this retreat, arranged
about positive self-image and healthy
by Mrs. Kvam and the
relationships not only with others but
rest of the Theology
with oneself as well. These sessions endepartment, was not
couraged a positive mindset and a healthy
only organized and enoutlook, benefiting individual relationgaging but fun as well.
ships with God.
The morning started
The sessions that dealt with relationwith hundreds of
ships with others focused on ways to
sophomores filing into
build healthy, lasting relationships with
the middle school gym,
other people and how to recognize valuonly to immediately be
able qualities in a friend. As illustrated
handed an information
in one of the activities, relationships
sheet of fun facts and
are not one-sided, they require a certain
(Above) Sophomores make crafts on retreat day.
told to find someone
amount of participation from both parties.
(Below) Sophomores decorate candle holders.
with whom they had
Something as small as a smile can bring
something in common, Photos courtesy of Ally Farnand.
new friends into a life. Students also
accumulating signatures
explored different qualities in friends that
along the way. This
help build healthy relationships. These
activity was first
characteristics help build spiritual
met with hesitation
relationships with others, ourselves,
but soon brought
and with God.
people out of their
A final set of stations focused on
comfort zones in
individual relationships with God,
order to achieve
exploring the different titles and images
more signatures.
which are used to describe God every
Afterward, smiling
day. Different material objects were
students were broused in these activities to show the
ken up into smaller
many ways in which God appears to
groups according to
individual people, ranging from family
a letter and number
to flowers to the stars. These activities
system written on
helped every girl to expand her ideas of
each person’s name
who God is and how He interacts with
tag. Each group
people in their daily lives.
attended a different
At the end of the day, the entire
station based on the
sophomore class gathered in the Black
themes of relationBox Theatre to reflect on their day and
ships with God, self,
how it changed their relationships with
and others that stem from the Golden Rule.
themselves, others, and God.

The twenty eighth of November was a memorable day
for all of the juniors at Our Lady of Mercy. Mercy juniors ventured out to a nearby church for a day filled with
meaningful reflection and, most importantly, opportunities
to grow as a class and strengthen the ties that bind the
class of 2020. The day was led by students and focused on
allowing students to share their stories with their classmates.
Students were given the opportunity to engage in meaningful
discussions about class unity and the goals that they had for
the class. While reflecting on the positive qualities that their
peers saw in them, and considering which qualities they
were most proud of, the students got to decorate a box with
affirmations that their classmates offered to them. Students
were also given the opportunity to break down the barriers
of friend groups and get to know their classmates better.
The day was filled with tears and support, but the most
inspiring thing was the hope that permeated the room; hope
that the class of 2020 would grow to be as close as sisters.
The panelist speakers were particularly eloquent and incredibly inspiring in the stories that they shared with their classmates. The strength of these students and the power of the
words that they desired to share with their classmates was an
inspiration to every person in the room. In the aftermath of
the retreat, it is hoped that the junior class will continue to
grow closer together and not forget the sentiment of the retreat. A very large thank you to Sr. Karlien, from the class of
2020, for all of the work that she put into the retreat to make
it a special day for everyone present, giving an opportunity
to the junior class to grow closer. The junior retreat served
as a reminder that they have the privilege to complete this
leg of their journey through life together, in what is truly the
best class, an idea that will not be lost going forward.

Eighth Graders Enrich
Study of History Through
Trip To See Thurgood
By Emily Richards
If you have been an 8th grade student at Our Lady of Mercy, you may remember learning
about the Progressive Era and how reformers worked to make the country better for everyone.
On November 23, the 8th grade students spent the majority of the day watching a one-man-play
titled Thurgood. Telling the story of Thurgood Marshall, the first African American justice on the
Supreme Court, Thurgood is a story about overcoming society’s obstacles.
The story starts off with Thurgood’s childhood and ends with his retirement. It was told as
if Thurgood himself was telling his story in a lecture hall. Pictures that correlated with the event
that was being spoken about were projected on the background to help set the scene, along with

different sound effects to set the mood. While many stories were told, the majority of the play
was focused on his most famous case, which was Brown v. Board of Education. Thurgood told
the story of the preceding events, those following the court case, and how it affected his life. It
even went into as much detail as telling who he remarried when his wife had died.
After watching the production, the students stayed for a question and answer session with the
actor who played Thurgood Marshall. Several questions were asked not only by Mercy students
but also students from other schools. Overall, the eldest middle schoolers spent the day experiencing the story of a lesser known reformer.
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Mercy Beyond Borders Rebuilds
School in Haiti After Earthquake
By Grace Kurzweil

According to CNN, Haiti is one of the most impoverished
countries in the Western Hemisphere due to its large population
and the lack of the development of its cities. However, another
contributing factor is the frequent number of earthquakes, hurricanes, cyclones, and floods which wreak havoc on the country.
Mercy Beyond Borders, established in 2008 by Sister
Marilyn Lacey, is an organization which focuses on helping women
in extreme poverty to obtain the tools they need to succeed.
Reaching out to women in South Sudan and Haiti, Mercy Beyond
Borders has three goals: education, economic empowerment, and
women’s advocacy. Therefore, Mercy Beyond Borders decided
to establish a school for girls in Gros Morne because “two thirds
of Haitian children– most of them girls– are not able to attend

The destruction in Haiti due to the earthquake.
Photo courtesy of Mercy Beyond Borders.

school,” (Mercy Beyond Borders); instead of choosing
a large city for this school, Mercy Beyond Borders
wanted to reach out to girls in rural areas who could
not afford the expensive private schools in large cities.
Though this school has transformed the lives of
many girls who go on to help others in their community, the earthquake that hit Haiti on October 6, 2018
destroyed the St. Gabriel Girls’ Primary School and
most of the other buildings in Gros Morne. To assist
in the rebuilding of the school and to continue the
girls’ education as soon as possible, Mercy had a dress
down day in October to raise money for this cause, and
thanks to contributions from the
larger Mercy community it resulted
in $42,000 of donations, 100% of
which is going towards the construction of the school in Haiti. Now,
construction is already underway
and classes have resumed in “temporary open-air classrooms” (Mercy
Beyond Borders). In a newsletter to
its members, Mercy Beyond Borders
thanks everyone for their support
and encouragement of the people in
Haiti as they rebuild and continue to
remain hopeful for the future.

Three Mercy students in 2015 with MBB girls. From left to right, Emma Broderick, Gabby
LoVerde, Emily Hall. Photo courtesy of Mrs. Randazzese.

Younger Generation Shows Higher
Voter Participation
By Julia Cilano
In today’s world of social media and the 24-hour news cycle, one is frequently surrounded by
or bombarded with news, as well as the intricate ins and outs of the ever-changing political sphere
of the United States. Serious intellectual investment in American politics seems more and more
challenging as time goes on, but this year’s midterm elections still saw young people registering,
voting, and informing themselves about the midterm elections, the candidates in their districts, and
the role that they play in American politics and our country’s future.
The midterm elections take place every four years and determine who will be elected into Congress, either the House of Representatives or the Senate. In each midterm election, all 435 seats in
the House are voted upon and one third of Senate seats are voted upon. Representatives come from
congressional districts, subdivisions of equal population in each state, and while the Mercy student
body has representatives from several districts, let’s focus on the 25th congressional district, which
comprises Rochester’s downtown area and Mercy itself. The 25th congressional district had a
unique voting situation, since it technically hasn’t had a representative in the House since Congresswoman Louise Slaughter died this past March. Voters had to decide on a new representative

Motto Day Keeps
Seniors Looking
Forward
By Amanda Folwell
Rather than having an official retreat day
like the rest of the school on November 28,
seniors spent the day working on their Motto
projects.
For those who don’t know, Motto is the
senior capstone project. Every student must
complete this project and present it to a panel
of teachers and faculty in March in order to
graduate. It sounds scary, but each senior is
guided through the process to ensure their
success. Days like this are essential to each
senior’s development of the Motto project.
The seniors started their day by meeting
with their Motto coaches or teachers who are
dedicated to mentoring their students with
Motto and helping with the projects in any way
they can. These fifteen-minute meetings established where each senior is with her project and

outlined some next steps to take. The meetings
were meant to make sure that no senior is falling behind with Motto and to keep her on track
for Motto and all its components (including,
but not limited to: action, journal entries, research, contacts, etc.). The Motto coaches were
also there as a counsel for each senior, taking
note of each one’s concerns and problem-solving to keep the project moving forward.
Seniors just had to come in for their meeting
and could leave right after if so desired. Some
chose to stay at Mercy to continue working on
Motto.
The general consensus from the senior class
is that the Motto Day was extremely helpful
and immensely productive.

in two separate ways: to finish Congresswoman Slaughter’s term and also to start a new term once
her term expires. Congressman Joseph Morelle won in both cases. In the Senate, Senators Kirsten
Gillibrand and Charles Schumer were both reelected.
This midterm election garnered much media attention, with many celebrities, such as Taylor
Swift, encouraging voters to inform themselves and young voters to register. Voters aged 18 to 29
became 13% of the voting population instead of 11% in the last midterm election, and there was a
188% increase in early voting among young voters. However, voting is still haunted by questions
like, “Does my vote really matter?” that scare away potential voters. It cannot be emphasized
enough that each vote has merit and an important role to play in American democracy. Especially
for young people, the importance of voting cannot be underestimated; young people are the future
of the United States, and by voicing their opinions in elections, campaigns, and through their
representatives and senators, they are shaping America’s future and contributing to the overarching
system of American democracy.

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year from
the staff of The Quill!
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A Thank You To Interim President
Sister Pat Prinzing
By Julia Spagnola
This summer, Mercy’s Board of Trustees was faced with the daunting task of selecting the
on how the opportunities the modern Mercy girl is given today far exceeds that of the students
school’s next President. After quite a bit of searching, it became clear that this process was going of Mercy then. Today’s students are given a plethora of course offerings, far exceeding that of
to take quite a bit of time and consideration. With the 2018-2019 school year fast approaching,
the few she was offered in high school. However, then and now, Mercy academically has been
the committee needed to name an interim president to lead the Mercy
the front-runner of its time. Sr. Pat says even her own classmates left Mercy
community through the fall while a permanent selection was being made.
advantaged, many receiving international jobs. But the students of 1958 and
In a unanimous vote, the Board of Trustees chose Sister Pat Prinzing as
the students of 2018 are bonded in familial tradition. “When we all sing the
interim president. But who is Sr. Pat? The Quill sat down with her and got
Alma Mater, it doesn’t matter if you’re 100 years old. It’s like the Hail Marya taste of what this spirited woman is all about.
everyone remembers it. The spirit is the same.”
A graduate of the class of 1958, Sr. Pat Prinzing knows what it means
It goes without saying that Sr. Pat Prinzing does a tremendous amount in
to be a Mercy Girl. As a member of the Sisters of Mercy, she’s served the
her work for the Mercy community. She believes that the important role like
school community long after receiving her diploma, assisting in events
president comes not just with responsibility, but opportunity. Of course there
and serving on the Board of Trustees. When the Board asked Sr. Pat if
are the day-to-day paperwork, finances, and event planning to attend to, but
she would serve as interim president, everything fit perfectly. She had the
Sr. Pat says none of that compares to engaging with the students. There’s no
time, she was able to leave her current job for the Sisters temporarily, and
denying that although she is under five feet tall and has a humble attitude, Sr.
she certainly had the love. So she said, “Yes, I’d be happy to do that!”
Pat Prinzing fills some pretty big shoes. She is a friendly smile, a happy soul,
Her time as Mercy’s president has given her many gifts. Walking the
and has a tremendous heart. She has spirit and spunk.
halls, she says the job has astounded her. “It’s what you hope Mercy is
Sr. Pat has a few words for the incoming president elect, Pamela Baker,
all about; it’s a completely different experience. I’m totally proud.” She
a notable public figure in the Rochester area and a lifelong Mercy Girl from
has witnessed many things, but best of all, she remarks, is the leaderthe class of 1974, “Get to know the students. The president is not about
ship of the students. “The number one opportunity has been to see how
academics alone, but rather the responsibility for student life. Student life is
Mercy girls are really leaders-that struck me the most. It’s one thing to
the responsibility of everyone.”
see on paper, but it’s another to experience it. This job has been about the
When asked where she sees Mercy’s future, Sr. Pat responded, “I believe
Photo courtesy of Mr. Carro that Mercy is going to catapult forward with renewed energy. Whether it be
experience of the young women and their leadership skills. It has been the
best reward.”
courses, opportunities for service, or a changing administration, I think it all is
Looking back on her own time at Mercy, Sr. Pat makes several comparisons. “I think perhaps
a real plus, with new thinking, different thinking. Mercy is headed for the best time.”
we were less integrated, but the spirit is the same,” she says. “We may have looked different, cerBefore concluding the interview, Sr. Pat with answered one final question: Do you think
tainly different uniforms than today or different tactics, but the spirit is the same.” She comments Mercy will last another 90 years? With a smile she said, “At the very least.”

Mosaic Club Comes to Mercy
By Lola DeAscentiis

Join Mercy Mosaic! New this year, Mercy Mosaic is a club that focuses on increasing diversity within our school community. Originally started by a few schools in the Rochester area who
saw a need for change, freshman Molly Kantz decided to bring this club to Mercy after hearing
about it from her dad, who moderates the Mosaic club at Brighton. Growing up, Kantz was
introduced to a community of diverse people and upon coming to Mercy realized that there is
not a lot of diversity. She finds it important to recognize the lack of diversity and wants to make
a difference. She finds that people often do not like change and can even be scared of this and
people who are different and hopes this club will be eye opening.
Similar to a mosaic, this club takes many unique people and brings them together to create

one beautiful picture. The club meets in the mornings to discuss a wide range of topics related to
diversity, one example being micro-aggressions. These meetings are seen as a safe place where
everyone can express their feelings and opinions openly and without being judged. It also offers
many outside of school opportunities and works, some of which involve connecting with the
Mosaic clubs at other schools in Rochester. Recently, they had a chance to see The Hate U Give
with the McQuaid Mosaic club.
Mercy Mosaic is a great addition to the school because it promotes diversity and tolerance
and ties into many of the Critical Concerns of the Sisters of Mercy, such as women, non-violence, and immigration. It is a great way to peacefully create change; all are welcome!

Mercy’s JCDA Court Catherine McAuley
#931 Becomes an Official Chapter
By Grace Kurzweil

Last year, Maddie Fasano ʼ18 and Sara Neubecker ʼ18 collaborated with Mrs. Decker to bring
a Junior Catholic Daughters of the Americas (JCDA) Court to Mercy. CDA is a national organization of women who work within their communities to carry out their mission statement, striving
to “embrace the principle of faith working through love in the promotion of justice, equality, and
the advancement of human rights and human dignity for all” (Catholic Daughters of the Americas). Furthermore, the Catholic Daughters act upon the mission of their Circle of Love Program,
encouraging Mercy students to more fully embrace their calling to improve their communities
through the promotion of youth, education, spiritual enhancement, family, legislation, the quality
of life, and leadership.
Working to further develop the new JCDA court at Mercy as well as extend its reach in the
community, this year’s members had the opportunity to participate in the installation of the new
court on November 3rd. At this meaningful event, the Mercy Court Catherine McAuley #931,

sponsored by Brockport chapter Court Nativity of Our Lady #931, was recognized by the State
Regent, Heather Rave, and other State Officers as an official Junior Catholic Daughter of the
Americas chapter.
What is the importance of having a JCDA court at Mercy? Catholic Daughters of the Americas was founded by the Knights of Columbus in 1903; therefore, it is always encouraging young
women to join CDA, whose members instill a sense of love and responsibility for one’s community within its young members who carry on CDA’s mission. In addition, the advisor of JCDA
Court St. Rose also attended our Mercy Court’s installation ceremony, creating a bond of community between the two courts and emphasizing the unity and Circle of Love that continues to be
present in the Catholic Daughters of the Americas community through the active involvement of
its young members.

Crew Wrap Up

By Emma Magioncalda
Mercy Crew wrapped up an accomplished fall season at the Pittsford “Pull the Plug”
regatta on November 3rd. Despite the wind, rain, and frosty temperatures, Mercy
Crew raced very well. The Varsity 8+ B and the Varsity 4+ B both came in first
place, an outstanding end to a long season. Great job Mercy Crew!
Mercy’s Novice 8+ boat rows down the course in the Pittsford Regatta.
Photo courtesy of Tracey Schaertl.
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Cross Country Caps Season at Sectionals
By Elizabeth Meisenzahl

On November 3, Mercy’s cross country team wrapped up their season at the Class A Sectional Championship at Midlakes. The team of seven runners finished 12th out of the 15 teams
competing in their race.
This season marked the first time the cross country team raced in the Class A race, having been moved up from Class B. A new change occurred in the coaching staff this year, as
Amanda White, formerly a coach at Siena Catholic Academy, and Blake Landry took over for
longtime coach Tim Jones.
Freshman Emma Spagnola led the team, finishing in 15th place with a time of 21:00 in the 5

kilometer race. Just behind her for Mercy was senior Julia Spagnola, her older sister, clocking
in at 22:34 in 60th place. Separated only by 6 seconds and 5 places, senior Sara Ciurca rounded
out Mercy’s top three.
Next, junior Audrey Huff and senior Carley Debiase, only 4 places apart from each other,
completed Mercy’s top five runners, whose scores contribute to the overall team score. As
Mercy’s sixth and seventh runners, sophomore Anna Fetter and senior Sarah Longuil were just
behind, whose scores would have counted towards the team’s score in the case of a tie.

Volleyball Slams Their Way To Sectional Final
By Julia Spagnola

This fall, the Mercy Varsity Volleyball team put up a courageous season. Heading into this
year’s sectional tournament, the Monarchs were the No. 2 seed. Lead by this year’s seniors
Melanie Pitcher, Hailey Van Winkle, Lily Witkoski, Lilly George,and Madeline Sutton, the team,
also known as FUSE, rallied throughout the tournament, beating Penfield in the fifth set of a close
semifinal match. When it came time to face the top seeded Victor Blue Devils in the sectional
final, the Mercy squad came together and put up a fight. Despite a tough battle, the Monarchs fell
to the Blue Devils in three sets with scores of 18-25, 22-25, 10-25 in the Class AA title game.
Although the final scoreboard did not favor Mercy, the team has much to celebrate this season.
Eighth grader Mia Compas and senior Lily Witkowski were named to the all-tournament team.
Lily Witowski, who was also honored as being selected to the All-Greater Rochester first team,

French Club Sees
Les Miserables
By Emily Richards
At least once a year, the students participating in French
Club join together outside of school and attend an event.
One of this year’s events was going to see Les Miserábles
at Rochester Auditorium Theatre. Presented by the traveling
Broadway group, on November 21st, French Club students
attended a magnificent performance of the world famous
play based off of the novel by Victor Hugo. The trip was
organized by Madame Vita, a known fan of the musical.
The story follows many different people during the time
of the French Revolution. It starts with a man named Jean
Valjean, played by Nick Cartell, who had just been set free
from his 18 year imprisonment. Five of those years were for stealing a loaf of bread from a
home, and the rest due to his failed escape attempts, showing his unbreakable spirit and hope
for freedom. The antagonist, Javert, played by Josh Davis, is then introduced, giving Valjean
his ticket of parole. The rest of the story follows Valjean’s life after escaping the law, as well
as stories of other characters such as Marius (Joshua Grosso), Éponine (Paige Smallwood),
Cosette (Jillian Butler), and Enjolras (Matt Shingledecker). With songs such as “At The End
of the Day,” “One Day More,” “Do You Hear the People Sing?”and “Empty Chairs At Empty
Tables,” Les Miserábles is a story filled with beautiful stories, vocals, and acting. The French
Club students were grateful for the opportunity to see this production.

commented on the Monarch’s season. “Every single person cared so much about the team and I
couldn’t ask for anything more for my last season! I think I speak for the whole team when I say
the highlight of my season was beating Penfield in sectional semifinals, it was a close game but it
was the best feeling when we pulled out that win!”
As several seniors took the court for the last time in a Mercy uniform, they will always be
remembered for their hard-working determination and commitment to the team. They leave behind
a great legacy for Mercy Volleyball teams past, present, and future.
Congratulations Mercy Volleyball on a very successful season!

Swim Team Makes a
Splash at Sectionals
By Elizabeth Meisenzahl
On October 30, Mercy’s swim team competed in the Class B Sectional Finals. Having qualified by placing in the preliminary races 4 days earlier, the swimmers scored in
both individual and team events. The team finished in 6th place overall out of 11 teams
competing.
Highlights of the meet included senior Olivia Obuhanych’s 5th place finish in the
50 yard freestyle race and 4th place finish in the 100 yard butterfly. Junior Christine
Seeger and senior Maggie Swartz finished in 6th and 7th places, respectively, in the
100 yard freestyle. Mercy’s highest placing individual, junior Paige Eaton, clocked in
at 1:09.75 in the 100 yard breaststroke for 3rd place.
In relay events, Mercy’s highest scoring event was the 200 yard medley relay, in
which each swimmer uses a different stroke. Senior Grace Baginski, Eaton, Obuhanych, and Eaton represented Mercy in this event, earning Mercy 32 points from their
3rd place finish.

Students Practice Creative Problem Solving
With Odyssey of the Mind
By Claire Devlin

Participants of Odyssey of the Mind use their strengths and talents to creatively and collaboratively solve problems. At the beginning of each season, teams are presented with five different
long-term problems. From these, they must choose one problem to
address in the form of a skit. In these somewhat humorous skits,
students create scripts, costumes, and props that correspond with
pre-established guidelines yet are also products of the imaginations of the teams, who transform a uniform problem into many
unique solutions. The teams prepare these skits throughout the
season and then present them at the regional competition in the
beginning of March. Teams also compete in the “spontaneous category” during the regional competitions. Without any knowledge
of what the problem is prior to the competition, teams must instantly solve these problems. They may be asked to create a tower
capable of holding weight, create a skit using a given prompt, or
create a solution using both hands-on and verbal skills. If teams
do well at the regional level, they advance to the state level, and
if they continue to do well, they can move on to the national and
international levels.
This year Mercy’s Odyssey of the Mind team chose a long term problem involving the
historical figure Leonardo da Vinci. Teams are required to incorporate a re-creation of a da Vinci

painting, a re-creation of a different da Vinci work in any form, and create a 3D representation of a da Vinci work in their skits. Teams are also required to create a hypothetical da Vinci
invention. In the skit, one person will be opposed to the use of
this invention, while another will have to demonstrate why
it is purposeful. Mercy’s team has decided to create a skit in
which da Vinci invents the Selfie Stick. da Vinci has created
this invention for a particularly egotistical person who desperately wants to style the back of their hair. Until March, our
Odyssey of the Mind team will be preparing for the regional
competition by practicing this skit and practicing helpful
skills for the spontaneous category.
Odyssey of the Mind requires students to think creatively, using their talents and ideas to work as a team to create
imaginative solutions. After some years of not having a
Mercy team, Odyssey of the Mind has returned with the help
of Mr. Ormiston, who moderates the team, as well as Lillian
Greco and Audrey Moore. The season and approaching competition are sure to be formative learning experiences filled
with fun and creativity, and we all wish the team luck.
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A Mercy Welcome to New Faculty and Staff
Welcome Ms. Myers!

Welcome Ms. Hookway!

How long have you been teaching English?
I’ve been teaching English since the 1980s.

I had the honor to meet with one of the new teachers here at Mercy, Miss
Hookway. It was a pleasure to sit down with her and get to know her a little
better. This is Miss Hookway’s first year of teaching at Our Lady of Mercy.
She teaches Algebra I, Geometry, and Pre-College Algebra. Miss Hookway has been teaching for 12 years and this year will be her 13th. Previously
she has worked in different schools in Connecticut and last taught at Twelve
Corners Middle School.
Miss Hookway studied through an alternative program in Connecticut to
receive her education degree. She has a bachelor’s degree in economics and a
master’s degree in health administration from Duke University.
I asked Miss Hookway what her favorite memory of Mercy has been so far.
She told me that it was Spirit Day, at the very end when Sister Karlien announced how many cans we brought in. Miss Hookway said it was profoundly moving for the entirety of Mercy to come together, and you could clearly
see the spirit of Mercy.
Her experience has been so warm and welcoming. The staff and students
are incredible and she believes this is an ideal place to be a teacher. Miss
Hookway would like to say thank you to those who made her feel part of the
Mercy community and is eternally grateful she has become part of our community.

By Claire Devlin

By Gianna Calcagno

What do you love most about being a teacher?
I love seeing students improve in their abilities to read
and write. I love seeing students become engaged
in their work—excited and involved in reading and
writing.
Do you have any pets? If so, what kind and how
many?
Three cats (one white, one tiger, and one yellow) and
two dogs—one is half Bernese Mountain dog/half
husky, the other is a small black lab/terrier mix.
What are your favorite things to do outside of
teaching? Do you have any hobbies?
I swim, ride my bike, read, garden, sew, and travel.
Why did you decide to come to Mercy?
I like Mercy’s environment of challenging students to
excel as well as the traditions of Mercy and the way
those traditions draw everyone together. It’s a great
environment for being able to experiment and grow in
my teaching.
What is something that you are still getting adjusted to at Mercy?
I’m still learning names of faculty and staff, but most other things I think I’m adjusted to now. I was here
as a substitute for Mrs. Good two years ago and came to understand the schedule. That was probably the
biggest adjustment I had to make.
How are you enjoying your time teaching so far?
I like it. I have found a great deal of support among the faculty, people who are quick to offer encouragement as well as great resources for help or ideas needed.
And finally, what do you hope to accomplish during your time here at Mercy?
I like being able to continue teaching and see where that takes me. I continue to learn from the students and
to develop new ways to get involved in the content of teaching English.

Character Trait of the Month: Compassion

By Rory Herrema

This year, National Honor Society has started four different subgroups based on its pillars of
Character, Service, Leadership, and Scholarship. Each subgroup is required to create a project that
reaches out to our Mercy community. The character subgroup has a project to recognize one student
every month who shows the character trait of that month. For the month of December, the character
trait is compassion.
The character subgroup reached out to teachers, who felt that senior Alicia Coppenbarger truly
embodies compassion. Mrs. Kearney stated, “Alicia is quiet and humble, yet I see her serve at Mass

and around school consistently. To me she embodies the Micah mandate of acting justly, loving, and
walking humbly with her God.” When asked about what compassion means to her, Alicia said, “To
me, compassion means support for the sake of the other person. Compassion is also a way to be truly
happy, since it is a natural behavior to help others; even animals and infants do it!” In the month of
January the subgroup will be looking for students who embody integrity! If you see Alicia in the
halls make sure to congratulate her!

Letter From the Editor
By LaRue Huetmaker

As we head into late second quarter and dread our
fates, I sit here relaxed knowing that the worst is almost
behind me. This is a sentiment most seniors can relate to.
Although I would like to think that my stress is unimaginable and impossible for anyone else to replicate, I know
good and well that we’re all stressed. The worst thing we
can do is compare: “You think you’re stressed? Listen to
my crazy schedule.” I beg you to never be that person.
The fact of the matter is that we’re all extremely
stressed. It could be triggered by multiple APs, extracurriculars, hectic home life, or - the most likely- all of the
above. Freshmen are experiencing high school for the first
time, that’s stressful. Sophomores are taking their first
APs, that’s stressful. Juniors are starting the college search
and taking SATs, that’s stressful. And seniors are trying to
plan the rest of their life. Guess what? That’s stressful. As
a wise senior, the best advice I can give you is to accept
the stress, the norm, and enjoy the unique times when
you’re not losing your mind. Or just don’t lose your mind.
Don’t go crazy over an essay or assignment when you’ll
be freaking out about something else in two weeks. Maybe
we’re dramatic or maybe we’re overworked, but everything feels like life or death for us. It’s not.
By the time you read this, you will have gone on your
retreats and bonded with your class. Adults told you all to
stick together and be a support system. And although you
all will go back to school and sit at the same lunch table at
school with the same people you always do, the adults are
right. Stick together. When you’re all seniors and you can
look at someone and just smile kindly, it makes your and
her day better.
Here comes the emotional part. Senior year (for me)
can be heart wrenching. Everyone spends their time in

high school complaining, and then senior year comes and
you realize it’s coming to an end and that realization may
cause a random burst of tears while you’re doing dishes.
A thought came to mind on October 22nd, today is my
last October 22nd at Mercy. Everyday is closer to the end
and no matter how excited you are to be done with high
school, it’s emotional. The fact of the matter is, you’re
leaving behind a community. A place that shaped you. A
place that your phone GPS marked as “work” because you
spend so much time here. Like it or not, we’re “Mercy
girls” and it will be part of our identity where ever we go.
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