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Arts Fest Inspires Creativity within
Mercy Students

By Amanda Folwell

Mercy chose April 13 to celebrate one of the students’ and teachers’ favorite days of the year:
Arts Fest. Arts Fest gives the opportunity to students to learn new mediums of art ranging from
dance, to painting, to even cake decorating, and to explore the countless possibilities with these.
It awakens new interest in the arts among students and inspires creative liberty. It also gives some
students the chance to show off their own artistic abilities. One of the most anticipated events of
Arts Fest is all the student performances. These start first thing in the morning during the gathering
assembly, and continue all throughout the day, with performances during lunch and in front of the
entire student body. Family members and Mercy alumnae are all welcome to watch some of Mercy’s
finest.
Arts Fest opened this year with the “Prism Concert,” which included stellar performances by the
Show Choir, McAuley Singers, Orchestra, and some select student performers. Viewing such fantastic performances so early in the morning put the students in the right mood to actively participate
in their art workshops and make the most of them. The only complaint regarding workshops was

that they were not long enough!
The middle school and the high school separated after the workshops; the middle school and
ninth grade all went to lunch in the high school gym, while the sophomores, juniors, and seniors
headed to the auditorium to see more student performances. After these students were finished, the
two groups switched, so the upperclassmen headed to lunch while the underclassmen filed into the
auditorium.
After the second lunch, all grade levels reentered the auditorium for a hilarious performance by
a two-person improv troupe called Defiant Monkey. Defiant Monkey encouraged audience participation, including everyone into their antics (even some teachers) and connecting with everyone very
well. They ended up leaving Mercy with a ton of new fans. Following Defiant Monkey were the rest
of the student performances. Each performer did a phenomenal job, showcasing not only immense
talent, but immense bravery to put themselves out on stage for everyone to see.
As always, Arts Fest went off without a hitch. It was an enjoyable day for everyone involved!

(l to r): Tori Bogacki sings a French song. Julia Cilano reads a poem. Saxophonists perform “Crazy Train.” Photos courtesy of Ally Farnand.

May Day Celebration Will Honor Mary
By Julia Cilano

One of the most deeply crucial elements of Our Lady of Mercy is so intertwined with the Mercy
identity that it’s constantly hidden in plain sight: Mary, the mother of Jesus, who is Our Lady of
Mercy. Her role in the Catholic canon is vital, and her importance is paramount to the Sisters of
Mercy and our local Mercy community. Mary’s value is honored and remembered every year in the
May Day Ceremony, and that ceremony is a cornerstone of Our Lady of Mercy School for Young
Women.
The Mercy Grotto, where part of the May Day Celebration occurs, was dedicated in 1929, only
one year after Our Lady of Mercy High School was founded. From then on, a constant connection
to Mary has been a facet of the Mercy identity and character; the Mary statue on the third floor of
the high school lovingly watches over the freshmen, a building full of women dedicated to Mary
sits literally in the middle of the school building, and a day hardly goes by when class isn’t started
with a Hail Mary. Even Mary’s traditional blue robes are remembered in the navy blue uniforms that
Mercy girls wear on a daily basis.
This
year,
after a series of
votes and ballots, Katlin Hobler was elected
to be the May
Queen, Erin Ingalls was elected to be the Proclamator, Grace
Fjermedal was
elected to be the
Crown Bearer,
and Rian Gray
and Laura See-

ger were elected to be the Senior Honor Attendants.
The aforementioned roles, as well as eight positions
in the Senior Court, are exclusively voted upon and
comprised of Seniors. The Junior class, however, does
get to elect six Junior Attendants and two Junior Honor
Attendants; this year, the Junior Honor Attendants are
Victoria Bogacki and Haley Bronk.
For several weeks leading up to May Day, the elected Seniors and Juniors, also known as the May Court,
practice for, prepare for, and plan the Mass. The May
Court decides on the color scheme, music, and Scripture readings of the Mass, and the May Queen picks out
the Gospel reading. This year, the Gospel reading will
be the when the angel Gabriel visited Mary and Mary
agreed to be the mother of Jesus. Along with the Mercy
Orchestra, a few members of the Mercy Middle School
will be playing an instrumental song, and several teachers will be reading. Lastly, the Mass will be presided
over by Bishop Salvatore Matano.
Mercy’s culture thrives from its almost one hundred
years of tradition blended with the change brought by
its current students. The union of the two create the
perfectly unique Mercy experience. Especially on May
Day, this is seen when that union creates a sense of age old reverence and a renewed faith in Mary
Our Mother, to whom Mercy is dedicated. As Mercy grows and changes, the Sisters of Mercy who
founded the school and Mary who inspired them provide the example for the students to carry with
them the same love, selflessness, and devotion present in the women who have gone before them.
Photos from May Day 2017 courtesy of Mr. Carro.
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Seventh Grade Lives out Mercy’s Core Values
on Final Ministry Day
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By Ashley Brandt
Mercy’s seventh grade had their third and final Ministry Day of the school year on Wednesday, April 18. The girls visited one of the 20 different locations in the Rochester community
to assist in service for those who need it. Some of these places included Cameron Ministries,
School of the Holy Childhood, Foodlink, and Bethany House. These locations and many more
provide services for the needy that can be tied back to Mercy’s Core Values such as hospitality,
compassionate service, and concern for women and women’s issues.
The seventh graders learned about the needs of others through serving them in many
different ways such as cleaning, sorting, and more. They assisted Bethany House, for example, which helps homeless or poor women and children who need support by supplying them
with needed supplies and food. At
Foodlink they helped the hungry
and poor without food by stocking
up food to give/donate.
Ministry Days are and have
been part of Mercy tradition and are
just one excellent representation of
the Mercy Core Values and spirit.
These Ministry Days help to set up
middle schoolers to have meaningful experience and want to continue
with service both throughout high
school and beyond.

Left: Students sort clothing for refugees at Saint’s Place. Above: Seventh
graders go through medical supplies
at Intervol. Right: Students assist in
food distribution at Foodlink. Photos
courtesy of Mrs. Randazzese.

National Honor
Society Raises Funds for
Missions in Ice
Skating Event
By Katie Stanley

On April 13, National Honor Society sponsored an ice skating event exclusively for all Mercy students in the Frank Ritter Ice Arena at RIT from 8-10 PM. The money donated went to the
Missions, so it was for a good cause as well as for a good time for hanging out and ice skating.
The night was a great success, with many students spending time with their friends, laughing,
racing, and slipping graciously around the ice arena. Few students were experienced skaters
and showed off some moves while most students tried to be graceful on the ice, but ended up
slipping. The arena was very big and the ice was very smooth.
It was a great opportunity to spend time with friends, support the missions, and to have a
good time. Many people came to this event and came to support the missions. Even though, a
lot of us probably had bruises from slipping, it was a fun event that I’m glad Mercy had. I hope
that anyone who went to the event had a good time.

Mercy and McQuaid
Semi-Formal Unites
Middle Schoolers
By Lola DeAscentiis
On Friday, April 20, the annual Mercy and McQuaid Semi-Formal took place. Held in the McQuaid cafeteria from 7-9 p.m., the dance was open to all Mercy and McQuaid seventh and eighth
graders. With a guest pass, friends of the same age from other schools were welcome as well. The
music was great and the DJ was taking requests, which pleased everyone. There were candy and
cookies being served, as well as lemonade and water.
Overall, the dance was a huge success! There was a good amount of people there and all who
attended had fun singing, dancing, talking, laughing, and taking pictures with their friends. As a
result of the St. Patrick’s Dance being canceled due to conflicting events, this was only the second
middle school dance of the year. It was great for the Mercy and McQuaid students to see each
other again, seeing the last dance was in October! Don’t miss the dance next year, it is sure to be
just as much fun!

Mercy Girls Find
Success in Catholic
Daughters of the
Americas Contest

By Grace Hill

Each year, the Catholic Daughters of the Americas hosts an education contest at the local, state,
and national levels. Students are invited to participate in five categories: art, essay, poetry, computer
art, music, or photography. One of the local chapters, Court Nativity of Our Lady #931, in Brockport
received over 90 entries this year, and the members hope to continue to encourage students to share
their work and take part in Catholic Daughters’ contests.
This year’s contest theme was “The Lord has done great things for us, we are filled with joy.”
(Ps. 126) or “Finding joy in my life.” Mercy freshman Savannah Domenech won 1st place in poetry
and Grace Kurzweil, also a freshman, won 2nd place in poetry and 1st place in the essay division.
Both girls found the contest very meaningful, and when asked after participating in the contest
what advice she would give to other Mercy girls, Savannah replied, “Happiness is not necessarily
joy. We do things all that time that make as happy, but we don’t do things all the time that make us
joyful. Joy is a much stronger feeling than happiness will ever be, and often will last far longer than
happiness. I suggest that at Mercy we don’t just find things that make us happy for a little while, as
happiness is fleeting, but that we find things that make us joyful. If you look around carefully you’ll
be surprised by what you find.”

Junior Prom: Huge
Fun for All
By LaRue Heutmaker
Party buses, limos, country clubs, music,
and some of the best dressed adolescents you’ll
ever see. No doubt this year’s prom was one for
the books, photo albums, Snapchat stories, and
Instagram posts. It was a night of fun following
a day of good memories.
The stress of prom always seems to hit us
juniors the week beforehand. The excitement
of the dress combined with the nerves of something possibly happening to it, creates an anxious energy. When we arrived at prom, those
nerves disappeared. Whether you were with a
date or with a group, it was fun and that was all
that mattered.
A positive environment with good food and
ice cream trucks. Hope none of you spilled on
your dress. They were all too beautiful to be
stained.

All year we are stressed. We’ve been thinking about APs and the SATs the next morning.
We’ve been looking at colleges and let’s not
even get into MOTTO. We’re all sleep deprived
and ready for summer. But then again, as soon
as summer comes, we’re seniors. That’s a terrifying prospect on its own. We’ve been working
so hard this year and no doubt we’ll find more
things to stress over in the future. Prom was the
one night we didn’t have to worry about any of
that. It was well earned because this class deserved it.
So we won’t have many more opportunities
to say this. Moving up day is almost here. So
one more time before we put on those khakis.
Go Juniors and bleed red!

Mercy in Perspective
Breakfast Prepares Seniors for Graduation
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By Katie Giugno

Most of the time, you couldn’t pay Mercy seniors to get out of bed earlier than absolutely
necessary to get ready, grab a quick cup of coffee and make it to school about five seconds before the homeroom bell. However, on Thursday April 26, the entire class gathered about a half
hour before school to celebrate that soon they would all be not Mercy students, but alumnae. The
Senior Breakfast is a Mercy tradition, thrown by the Advancement Office each year to celebrate its
respective graduating class. The event calls students to remember that even though they’re leaving
the physical school of Mercy, they’ll be in the Circle of Mercy forever.
Each member of the class of 2018 thus received a reusable water bottle with the Mercy crest
emblazoned on it to carry and both fondly remember their high school years and perhaps to continue resolving the Critical Concern of water after their time at Mercy. Alumna guest speaker, Helen
Root Scalia ’01, shared a few highlights of her journey since her days at Mercy and reminded the
girls to never lose their inner Mercy girl.
Now, as the days toward graduation whittle down, it’s time for the seniors to reflect on the
questions that were posed to them at that breakfast. How will they continue to leave their mark
after Mercy? What will they bring to the world? How can they share the spirit of Mercy’s Class of

2018? The future is open and full of opportunities for each and every
one of them.
Either way, two things are for certain. First of all, whatever they do,
wherever they go, it will be incredible. Second of all, they will, indeed,
always be part of this community and the Class of 2018.

Alumnae Give Guidance to Students
on Career Day
By Grace Kurzweil
It’s not uncommon to hear high school students walking down
the halls discussing upcoming tests, what’s happening in a particular
class, or extracurricular activities. Eventually, it is these classes and
activities that contribute to answering the question that all high school
students face: Will I be successful at college? What do I want to do
with my life? Juniors and seniors face college applications and try to

plan out as much of their lives as possible. However, perhaps there is
more to be considered in this process than making one decision that
will ultimately determine a student’s entire future. At the end of April,
Mercy high school students participated in Career Day, during which

they listened to several Mercy alumnae from various fields share advice and describe their jobs.
Career Day was first instituted by Mrs. Heather Goodbody ‘87 to
provide students with some advice as they consider options for their
future careers. The keynote speaker of the morning, Mrs. Anne Margulies ‘74 emphasized three major points for Mercy high schoolers to
remember. First, take risks. The path after high school is not always
clear, and many interests can change along the way and throughout college. Instead of adhering strictly to what you have chosen to
pursue, Mrs. Margulies recommends venturing off the path, trying
something unexpected, to discover what is really calling you. Second,
network. This doesn’t mean frantically trying to make connections to
ensure a safe spot for yourself in the future, but rather staying connected with those you meet and not being shy in contacting those
you hear about indirectly. This will help you to explore a variety of
careers and meet new people who can help you achieve your best.
Third, be honest with yourself and with others. Oftentimes, a person
who admits to needing extra help or an explanation will earn more
respect from coworkers than one who doesn’t seek to understand his
or her task and leaves it incomplete. It’s not a sign of weakness to ask
for help; rather, being honest opens up opportunities to pick up new
skills and learn new material.
Thank you to all the Mercy alumnae who came back to share their
experiences and advice. It was truly inspiring to see where a Mercy
education, an open mind to new opportunities, an ambitious spirit, and Left: Mrs. Margulies tells students about her career
path. Above: Mrs. Goodbody started the first Career
honesty can take a person.
Day at Mercy. Photos courtesy of Mr. Carro.

Letter From the Editor
By Kate Giugno
In about three weeks, one hundred and twenty six students including myself will no longer be students of Mercy
-- but instead alumnae. Isn’t that incredible?
I certainly think it is. Throughout my time at Mercy,
the biggest thing I’ve learned is that everyone has a story.
And not the sort of light read that you finish in a couple
of hours-- a dense tome filled with riveting characters and
unpredictable plot twists. The stories of my classmates that
I’ve heard over the years have been nothing less than incredible. They’ve faced down impossible odds, grown the
seeds of their passions into a wild wood and have found
comrades-in-arms even when they felt the most alone.
And this is even before college.
Take for example, MOTTO (It’s been a month so
I think us seniors have recovered enough for me to talk
about it now). One of the most memorable parts of my year
was seeing how different-- and how awesome-- the different MOTTO projects were. I know students that collected
stacks of books to donate, that hosted a party for kids who
were or had family going through cancer, even someone
who wrote her own children’s book. See the Compost Bin
in the senior lounge? That was a MOTTO project. Notice
the artwork of Jesus across from the art room? MOTTO
project! The passion and effort that each senior put into
their goals inspires and astounds me. And that’s only one
aspect of the class of 2018’s story.
Looking back, I’ve been in the same classes as a lot
of these girls for anywhere from a third to a fifth of my
life. And yet every day, I learn something new about

them. There are at least two people that I know of in the
Class of 2018 who can bake a pie very well, about ten
who could take your photo and turn it into a completely
unique piece of art, and one person who has written an
entire novel over the past year. I’ve known students adept
at both basketball and poetry, who love both science and
literature; classmates that play sports and do plays and
make art, who refuse to limit themselves to any particular
passion. As Walt Whitman said, “[one] contains multitudes”; each student is infinitely complex.
As the year comes to a close, the knowledge that
events like May Day, Senior Ball and Rose Mass are
coming increasingly soon becomes bittersweet. I know
that this is the end of four incredible years with a hundred
and twenty five incredible people. However, this also is a
new beginning. As the senior class leaves Mercy, we step
into a world filled with opportunities and problems ready
to be solved. I cannot wait to see the paths that each of
my fellow classmates decide to take.
As for the seniors of next year, my advice to you is
to take some time looking around and really coming to
understand who your class is. What makes each person
so unique? How are they part of your class? Make sure to
truly cherish your final year and all of the many people
who have shared your journey the whole way through.
The Class of 2018 is rooting for you!
Thanks to all for sharing my story,

Current Events
Mercy Welcomes Its Incoming Students
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By Amanda Folwell
Mercy hosted its annual Accepted Family Picnic on May 2, a Wednesday evening. This event
celebrated all the new students and their families beginning to attend Mercy from sixth grade to high
school in the following 2018-2019 school year. Adorned in
Mercy T-shirts and carrying either a salad or a dessert, each
family was welcomed by school ambassadors both outside
and inside the Gallery, then led to the auditorium for a presentation.
Incoming students were sent on a scavenger hunt, tasked
with finding locations on campus such as the bus loop, and
also locating important figures in Mercy like the Sisters of
Mercy or some student volunteers. Families had the option of
buying an item or two from the Bookstore as well.
The entire basement floor of the high school was adorned
with balloons and displays of all the desserts brought to greet
all families. The high school gym was turned into a presentation space, where all of Mercy’s clubs, sports, and academic
departments showed off the best they have to offer and new
students were given a chance to see Mercy was about.

A dinner of hamburgers or hot dogs and macaroni salad was served in the cafeteria with different
meal times for sixth grade, middle school, and high school students. All the salads that incoming families brought were set up buffet style in the middle
of the cafeteria. The shared food provided by families really
did give the feel of a picnic to the entire event. It also fostered a sense of family, truly making this an accepted family
event, rather than an accepted families event. Complete with
talented DJs and warm sunshine pouring in through the open
windows, not to mention the delicious food, everyone went
away satisfied with the picnic meal.
Overall, the Accepted Family Picnic was a success. Every student and faculty member contributed to this success,
whether they helped clean off the tops of the lockers or were
speaking in the auditorium. Every person was thoroughly
welcomed into their first step into the Circle of Mercy and the
community it brings.

Seniors teach incoming students a super secret handshake.

Juniors Welcomed into the Circle of Mercy
By Julia Cilano
From a student’s first day at Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women, they are constantly
reminded of the perpetual and eternal Circle of Mercy. Every student has heard of Mercy students
running into each other as adults or bumping into each other at a job interview, and a common
trope of these stories is the recognition of a Mercy ring. Since the introduction of the Junior Ring
Ceremony ninety years ago, Mercy Juniors have been given their rings and subsequently have
been admitted to the Circle of Mercy that stretches far and wide.
On May 4, the Junior class participated in the Junior Ring Ceremony and a mass presided
over by Father Dan Condon. After processing in, the Juniors and their families celebrated a mass
focused on their growing bond with each other and the Circle of Mercy. While meditating on
friendship and togetherness, the Class of 2019 shared a Eucharistic meal and became bound
closer to and tighter than they had before.
The ceremony concluded with each student going to the front of the auditorium to receive
their rings. Some of the rings were made of different metals or were engraved with the student’s

name, but they all have the same design: the Mercy crest and a design that visually depicts the
school’s motto, Via Veritas et Vita.
During a reception in the gallery, the Juniors traveled around the school to participate in the
less organized but equally resonant tradition of turning the rings. This tradition means that a student should go to a certain number of people with special importance to them and have the people
turn their ring once around their finger. The number of turns is determined by the year the student
graduates; for example, the Class of 2019 had to get their rings turned nineteen times.
There’s a riddle that goes “What binds two people together but only touches one?” and its
answer is “a wedding ring.” While the Junior rings are by no means wedding rings, the same
logic applies; a Mercy ring brings a student closer into a tightly knit but expansive community,
and they provide a constant source of support, friendship, and assistance throughout a person’s
entire life.

Above: Juniors partake in the tradition of turning their rings.
Right: Juniors show off their class rings to the camera.

Eighth Grade Looks Forward to High School
By Emma Raymond
As the end of the year approaches, we all start to realize certain things. We realize some of us are graduating,
and that we should be studying for finals instead of daydreaming about summer, but the thing that taunts every
eighth grader is that our middle school careers are over. Soon we’ll be forced to start a new chapter of our lives
in high school.
As the year comes to a close I’ve realized that high school is our last four years at Mercy with our greatest
friends, and that we should savor every moment. High school is meant to be fun and memorable, and as much
as we might not believe it, our teachers want only the best for us. All the tests, quizzes, and excessive amounts
of homework aren’t meant to cause stress. They only want to prep us for college and make sure college will be
a smooth transition.
With our new class officers, Sissy Smith, Ingrid Miller, and Riley Stuver we are all sure to have a great,
fun-filled year freshman year! If the Class of 2022 bonds together, we can get through high school as a team.
I find that when everyone is overwhelmed, it’s reassuring when other people agree that it’s hard, and not only
sympathize with you, but also help and study with you.
Looking towards next year, putting aside all of the stress, we have so many opportunities to find out what
we want for our bright futures! The amount of clubs available offer fantastic ways to help in your community,
build important life skills, and find out what you want in your future. High school isn’t meant to stress us out
with tests, grades, and new teachers. Rather, it’s to prep us for college and we should have as much fun as
possible and seize every opportunity as well! Good luck to all girls in the Class of 2022, and make sure your
high school years are the greatest!

Around Mercy
Middle School Theater Puts on Annie Jr.

May 2018
Page 5

By Lola DeAscentiis

On April 26 and 27, Mercy’s middle school put on a Children’s Theater production of the musical Annie Jr. This production was directed by Ms. Gizzi, Ms. Camacho, and various student directors from the high school theater program. In this popular show, an orphan named Annie is taken in
by the wealthiest man in NYC, Oliver Warbucks, who helps her on a journey to find her true parents.
In the end, Annie does not find her parents but is adopted by Warbucks. This feel good musical takes
place during the time of the Great Depression and has a soundtrack that includes well known songs
such as “Hard Knock Life” and “Tomorrow.”
The musical was put on a total of three times. On Thursday the 26th, which was opening night,
admission was open to family and the public for $5. The next day, the middle school performed once
for their own peers and once for elementary schools, who enjoyed the experience of coming to see
Annie Jr. for a field trip and were overjoyed upon meeting the cast!
Overall, this musical went over very well and got many great reviews! The cast, stage crew,
directors, parent volunteers, and costume manager had a great time working together to put on this
production and learned a lot about how the theater works in the process.
If you see crew or cast members from Annie Jr., don’t forget to say congratulations! And don’t
forget to come and see next year’s Children’s Theater show, Junie B. Jones, Jr. the Musical on
Friday, April 5 at 10 a.m.

Mrs. Rouleau’s New
Role as Sixth Grade
Teacher
By Emma Raymond
At times, Mercy students focus so much
on their academics, that they forget about who
taught them what they know. One teacher that
has switched roles in the building this year is Mrs. Rouleau.
Formerly known as the Mercy Librarian, Mrs. Rouleau is
now an awesome sixth grade
English and Enrichment teacher. While taking a class with
her, you might notice that her
classroom is an incredibly relaxed environment. This is
deemed essential because Mrs.
Rouleau wants her students to
feel comfortable enough to ask
questions and have fun! Part
of the fun, not only in Mrs.
Rouleau’s class, but in sixth grade in general
is Enrichment class. This class deepens the
knowledge of sixth graders through units like
women in science, and other topics that aren’t

covered in your usual middle school class. She
also believes in experiential learning, allowing
students to experience something, rather than
just reading about it. As a former librarian, Mrs. Rouleau
has learned many techniques
on how to encourage reading.
This includes self selective
reading, granting students the
freedom to pick out their own
books. Mrs. Rouleau further
explains her theory and relaxed
nature.“Starting with a small
book is okay. Even graphic
novels I don’t mind myself.
You can grow into longer, more
intimidating books.” When
she’s not teaching, Mrs. Rouleau enjoys reading, needlepoint, and being the
co-moderator of Speech and Debate club. Next
time you leave class, make sure to thank your
teacher, they work hard to help you succeed.
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Mrs. Zumchak’s New Role as Mercy Librarian
By Laura Giugno

As many of you know, our beloved teacher Mrs. Zumchak has decided to stop formally teaching
and take a position as the new Mercy Librarian. We are all so happy to have her as head of one of
the most wonderful places in Mercy! Below is the interview with Mrs. Zumchak about her new
position.

eracy from Nazareth college in 1997…yes, I’m aged, like a fine
cheese…). If it weren’t for my husband holding down the fort
at home, I don’t think I could have made it to this point! Even
though it was hard, I do enjoy being a student and learning new
ideas and different ways to approach people and problems. It
1. What made you decide to become a librarian?
made me understand how to use technology more efficiently, and
I spent the last couple of years at the MOTTO desk in the library, and during that time, I was able it made me step out of my comfort zone. I am grateful I did it;
to see the kind of work that was happening here. I kept thinking to myself, “I would love to be I learned not just the content, but also a great deal about myself.
a part of this!” When Mrs. Rouleau told me she was going back into the classroom, I saw it as a
door opening for me to become permanently involved in the Library. Mrs. Rouleau mentioned the 5. What is your favorite book?
online Graduate Library Media Specialist program at St. John Fisher; I went through the college That’s like asking which of my children is my favorite! It’s an
application process (Seniors – I now understand your pain), was accepted, and started classes in ever rotating list, but I do have some standard ones: Jane Eyre
May 2017.
by Charlotte Bronte (yes, I know, but I truly do love that book);
Guards! Guards! and Going Postal by Terry Pratchett; Station 11
2. What is your favorite thing about your new role?
by Emily St. John Mandel; Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy and
I love being able to help – with anything from printer issues to proofreading essays, to working Dirk Gently’s Holistic Detective Agency by Douglas Adams; American Gods by Neil Gaiman;
with teachers on projects. That is truly my favorite part: being able to collaborate on a much wider Travels with Charley by John Steinbeck; anything by Joan Bauer, Sharon Creech and Kate Di
scale than I was able to do before.
Camillo… I probably should stop now….
3. What is the thing that you miss most about teaching?
I still teach; that’s the best part! One of the requirements for the Fisher program is that all applicants have to be certified teachers in order to be accepted. Teaching has become an important
aspect to the job of school librarian. One title for this position is Teacher Librarian. I teach research
skills at all levels, and I teach the 6th grade Information Literacy class.

6. What do you enjoy doing in your free time? (other than reading, of course!)
I enjoy gardening, although I have a Darwin-istic approach: only the strong survive in my garden,
and, now that I’m done with my grad classes, I want to take art classes, starting with pottery.

7. Is there anything you would like to tell the Mercy community? Any advice or perhaps a
particularly fantastic book reference?
4. How has it been returning to school? Do you find your studies to be enjoyable?
Try something new, even if you’re not sure you’ll be good at it. It’s amazing what you can do when
Well, let me tell you, I have a greater insight and more compassion for our students than ever you’re willing to put in the time and the work.
before. It was twenty years since I last formally took a class (I received a Master’s degree in Lit-
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Science Club Allows Students to Pursue
Environmental Passions
By Claire Devlin

Science Club is an opportunity for students to further their
knowledge about science in exciting and alternate ways. Students
who are in Science Club watch movies involving science, do experiments, and compete in Envirothon, an annual competition.
Science Club members participate in an array of Science-involved activities. In years past, members have made Christmas ornaments by coating test tubes with silver nitrate, have made fudge
with their knowledge of crystallization, and have watched Jurassic
Park. They discussed the scientific inaccuracies of the movie, and
were even permitted to eat popcorn. Throughout all of this, though,
Science Club also prepares for their biggest event of the season:
Envirothon.
During the Science Club season, Mercy students, along with

students from other schools, travel to Ellison Park to compete in
Envirothon. Envirothon is an environmentally themed competition
that starts off regionally and progresses to the state level and the
bi-national level. There are five different categories in Envirothon:
Wildlife, Forestry, Aquatics, Soils, and Current Issues. In the 20162017 School Year, Science Club won in the categories of Wildlife
and Current Issues. Their hard work, determination, and knowledge
of Science was exhibited, and as Ms. Barker said, “Science Club is
a great way to use what you learn in class in real life.”
As a result of the lack of people interested in Science Club this
year, it did not run. Mrs. Plummer plans on getting it restarted next
school year, so if you or anyone you know is interested or has questions, see Mrs. Plummer, and join the fun of Science Club.

Student Council Organizes Major School Events
By Lily Conlan
The Mercy Student Council meets every Monday
morning to plan and organize fun student activities.
The club is led by Mrs. Melton and Mrs. Plummer.
Katie Hobler and Grace Fjermedal, seniors here at
Mercy are the President and Vice President of Student
Council. In the beginning of the year the first plan of
action is to plan Spirit Week in September. Student
Council picks the themes for each day of Spirit Week,
such as Mcquaid Boy Day, America Day, and Tacky
Tourist Day. Student Council also decides what videos each class will make for Spirit Day.
Student Council works extremely hard on the famous Mercy Winter Formal, from making and constructing decorations to selling tickets. Shout Out to

Student Council for the amazing Enchanted Forest
Dance and decor this year! Student Council works
hand in hand with the teachers and administration to
make each school year a success. Student Council is
currently working on Teacher Appreciation gifts for
the faculty and staff of Mercy.
Students for this club are elected for a two year
position. Also, good luck to the Freshmen, Sophomores, and Juniors who are running to participate in
Student Council for the next two years. An extra big
thanks to the seniors of Student Council for the past
years of hard work and dedication to the club and our
school!

LEGO League Prepares
Middle School Students
for High School Robotics
with STEM Skills
By Emma Raymond
Welcome middle school to LEGO league!
This club is like a little sister to robotics, so if
you’re interested in STEM, then you should
definitely consider joining LEGO league. This
club goes to three competitions throughout
the year. This year Mercy’s LEGO league has
attended competitions at Churchville-Chili
in November, Championships at the University of Rochester in December, and Fairport
in April. Congratulations to our members for
competing and doing so well!
Usually these girls practice everyday in the
regular season (August-December) and during
the off- season they attend practice one or two
days a week. This club not only strengthens

robotic skills, but they also make a difference
in the community, contribute to team-building, and work on presentation and social
skills. This club does all of this because there
is a researching portion of their project where
they interview people in the engineering field,
build their robot and program it, and present
their information when it’s all finished.
This club also prepares you for robotics in
high school especially if you’re looking to become an engineer, or just want to strengthen
your understanding of STEM. These reasons
should make you think twice about what clubs
you consider in your middle school career.

At the beginning of the month, seniors at Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women
celebrated Decision Day! We are so proud of our students who will be continuing their
education at a variety of great colleges and universities, including Brown, Dartmouth,
Cornell, U of R, Notre Dame, Villanova, Duquesne, Northeastern, Penn State, Xavier,
Colgate, Wellesley, University of Buffalo, Binghamton, Manhattan College, and RIT
among others. The seniors wore their college apparel and enjoyed a mid-day celebration.
Congratulations!

Mercy Monarchs
Mercy’s Singers Display Talent and Hard
Work in Spring Vocal Concert
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By Elizabeth Meisenzahl

On May 1, Mercy’s vocal performance groups
performed for an audience of parents and other
members of the Mercy community. The performance was the culmination of a year’s work on
the part of McAuley Choir, Show Choir, and the
Middle School Choir. McAuley Choir and Show
Choir performed songs which they had previously
performed for judges in New York City on the Performing Arts Trip.
This year’s Show Choir performance featured
several songs from Spring Awakening, a 2006 musical about German teenagers. The songs included

“Mama Who Bore Me,” “I Believe,” and “Song of
Purple Summer.” At Arts Fest, the group sang “I
Believe” for their portion of the prism concert, and
also signed the words in ASL, based on the 2015
Deaf West version of Spring Awakening which
featured sign language as well. Soloist Julia Leahy
sang the part of Wendla, the main character of the
musical. For this role, Leahy was recognized for an
outstanding performance by the judges of the New
York City competition.
Congratulations to all of Mercy’s vocalists on a
successful concert!

Run Club Helps
Students Stay in Shape
While Having Fun

Members of Mercy’s Show Choir perform “Mama Who Bore Me” from
Spring Awakening at Arts Fest. Photo courtesy of Ally Farnand.

Seventh Grader
Achieves Perfect Score
on National Latin Exam

By Gianna Calcagno

By Elizabeth Meisenzahl

The Run Club is a great way to help stay in shape
or to have fun with your friends. It is open to all grade
levels and even teachers join in. Run Club is not as
competitive as track or cross country, but it’s about
your own goals. You can run when you can but if you
need to walk that is totally fine. It is all about your
own pace. The whole goal of Run Club is to make new
friends, get fit, and to have fun.
The Run Club is to help you get in shape to run a
5K. This year they participated in two 5K’s; one for
the fall season and spring season. There are two sessions: one in the fall and one in the spring. If you are
not free one session you can always come to the other
one. Of course you can go to both sessions.
The Run Club met one to three times a week this
year but was flexible depending on your schedule.
Members of Run Club can come however many times they want. This is a club that is all up to you.
Mrs. Barbero is in charge of the Run Club and you should see her if you are interested in joining
next year.

Earlier this spring, Latin students of all grades participated in the National Latin Exam. One student, seventh grader Ioana Geba, achieved a perfect score on the Latin I exam.
The test is standardized across the country, testing knowledge of Latin grammar and vocabulary,
as well as Roman religion, history, and culture. Although Geba is in seventh grade, she takes Latin
8, and sat for the equivalent Latin I exam. Out of 44,056 students who took the Latin I exam, only
240 received a perfect score on all of the 40 multiple choice questions, making this a truly amazing
achievement. 131,787 students took the exam at any level, and of these, only 527 received a perfect
score.
Despite it being called the National Latin Exam, the test is international, with students competing
against their fellow Latin students from across the world. This year, students in Europe, Asia, and
Africa took the test as well, broadening the competition for Geba and others who took the exam.
Congratulations, Ioana, on your perfect score!

Mercy’s Scholar Athletes Shine

By Julia Spagnola

This year has truly been a successful one for OLM sports. As
a Mercy community, we've welcomed new middle school athletes to many modified teams and graduated countless beloved
seniors from their dedicated varsity programs. There have been
new changes and additions to the way we compete or practice,
new memories made, and countless victories won. Mercy Monarchs have made their mark in the Private-Parochial League,
Section V, and beyond.
This fall season Mercy's athletics facilities have seen some
welcomed improvements. A speaker system was implemented
to the Abby Wambach '98 Field to announce soccer matches,
lacrosse games, and the like. Another huge addition was the remodeling of the large storage shed near all the outdoor fields
into restrooms, which has immensely improved the athletics
experience at Mercy. Within the school, advocates on Mercy's
Sports Boosters have provided cheerleading mats and refinished
the gym floor. Three tents were also used by all outdoor sports
teams.

The athletics program also put on their Annual Coaches Appreciation Dinner on March 10 at Casa Larga. The coaches invited parent guests who could represent their respective sports
teams in advocating for necessary equipment within the sports
budget. The night was commemorated with a variety of awards
given to both parents and coaches, including this year's winners,
Mr. Yandek and Mr. Bessette.
The performance of Mercy's many athletes was highlighted
as well. Julia Andreach was the first female from Section V to
win a Tennis State Championship and was named All-Greater
Rochester Player of the Year. She continues to compete at the
national level among some of the country's best. Seniors Traiva Breedlove, Laura Seeger, Caroline Mollenkompf, and Katie
Titus committed to Division I colleges Brown University, Fairfield University, Dartmouth College, and Daemen College respectively. Mercy Crew rowers Bridey Ryan and Olivia Schaertl
attended a national regatta in Saratoga, Florida and captured a
Scholastic State Championship this spring. Among other nation-

al qualifiers from the State Regatta in Saratoga Springs were the
Freshman 8+ and Lightweight 4+ boats who clinched second
place. The Mercy Indoor Track Team won a Sectional Championship in Class B this winter season and freshman Shannon
Trevor qualified for the State Meet in Staten Island in the 1500
meter run. The Basketball Team made it to Sectional Finals
again this year and Traiva Breedlove was selected for the Ronald McDonald House Exceptional Senior All-Star team. Both
Breedlove and Titus made AGR First Team for basketball this
winter along with Trevor in indoor track. Junior Anika Fisher
qualified for the State Championships at the Section V Golf
Matchup this fall.
Mercy girls have been making their mark in activities outside
of Mercy as well. Seventh grader Sophia Daeschner was a Level
7 USAG state champion in the vault and third place finisher in
the all-around category this fall for Bright Raven Gymnastics.
What a year for Mercy sports. Congratulations athletes!

Last Word
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Mercy Says Goodbye to our
Beloved Principal Mr. Quinn
By Elizabeth Meisenzahl
1. When did you get started at Mercy?
I came to Mercy in January of 2008 and I had
been in the Brighton School District for 33
years prior to that, so this will be my 11th graduation ceremony. I took over for the principal at
the time in January 2008.
2. What brought you to Mercy?
I had heard a lot about it from my wife, who
was a graduate of Mercy, and I was looking

for a challenge and something different. I enjoy working on helping and assisting schools.
I also had been in Brighton for 33 years, and I
had been the principal at Twelve Corners Middle School, and we won the School to Watch
designation. I felt that I was ready for something different, and I felt that Mercy would be
a good place, and I came over and interviewed,
and they selected me.
3. What do you think has changed the most
with Mercy from your time here?
I think that we really have become a school that
prepares girls for college. Not that they didn’t
before that, but I think the idea of some of the
changes we made in the last 10 years, including moving away from the Regents and going
to more of a block schedule, having advisement
periods: all those things are more like what happens in college. I’ve heard from young women
that came back and they said that having advisement is like having office hours with your
college professor, and being able to have that
responsibility and being able to more forward
and be ready for college. We’ve always had a
strong writing program, so I know everybody
who has gone to Mercy over many years says,
“I can really write well,” so I think they’ve been
prepared academically, but I think what this

allows is for the students to be prepared in a
different way. A lot of our courses, since we’re
not following the Regents, are really AP and
college courses, and so that gets ready for that
academic challenge.
4. What has been your favorite part of your
time here at Mercy?
I think the students, greeting the students in the
morning, and getting to know the students and
going to their games. Also, following through
with the students that I’ve worked with on different committees; I’ve had them be involved
in the strategic planning. I’ve had them be involved in the interview process, and that to me
is the most fun.
5. What’s your biggest hope for Mercy after
you retire?
I think my biggest hope is that they continue
to work on the strategic plan, the second one
we’ve completed since I’ve been here, and that
is to really look at the skills and indicators of
world class learning, and to take those to heart
and see how they can make those a part of the
curriculum. So having a moral compass, having a growth mindset, having resilience: those
are all important things that will lead you far
no matter what you do, whether you’re going

to college or just in life, those skills are really
important, so the strategic plan that is just winding up now to be implemented is what I hope
for the future.

Mrs. Hentschke’s New Role Next Year
By Lily Conlan

1. What is your current position(s) at Mercy? What will be your
new position?
Currently, I’m the Registrar and the Admissions Counselor. Beginning
next year, I am looking forward to serving as Mercy’s Database Manager and Prospect Researcher for the Advancement Department.

5. Do your daughters come by your office often?
They do. Not every day but, probably a couple times a week just to
drop stuff off or pick stuff up or you know to check in to see when
we’re going home. Yeah, so not all the time, but they do stop in.

2. Where did you work before coming to Mercy?
I worked at a laboratory called ALS which was formerly known as the
Columbia Analytical Services and it is an environmental testing laboratory. And I was a project manager there and I worked also in the sample
management office.

6. What do you like doing outside of school… any hobbies?
I love to garden and we haven’t done that much lately, but we are
just starting to get to that and I love to read. I try to quilt a little bit
but I’m not good at it, and it’s very slow going. I want to learn to
knit, but I never have.

3. What is your favorite part about working here?
Getting to see the students. That’s the part that I miss the most about
not being in the main office is getting to interact every day with the students and getting to know them because I feel like I don’t know them as
well as I did when I worked in the Main Office.

7. If you could have any other job in the world, what would it
be?
Oh my gosh, it would probably be working at a university doing
environmental science research because my Master’s Degree I did
in Maryland looking at Saltwater Marshes, Tidal Saltwater Marshes,
and Sediment Biogeochemistry. We moved back to Rochester to be
close to my family and because I wanted to have the kids to grow up
here, but if I were to move back where there were Tidal Marshes I
would want to do research there.

4. What made you want to come to Mercy?
I wanted to work at a company where I felt that the employees were
valued and treated not just like a number or amount of money, but treated as a person and kind of part of a family because the company that
I worked for was bought out by a really big company and it became
all about the numbers and not about who the people were; Mercy is a
family.

8. What are you looking forward to in your new role?
I’m looking forward to serving Mercy in a new and different way,
new challenges, as well as learning new skills.
9. Is there anything you’d like the students and faculty to know?
How much I love having them say hi to me in the hall, I love hearing, “Hi Mrs. Hentschke”; that is my favorite thing.

Congratulations to Retiring Teachers:
Mr. Ward
Mrs. Gillis
Mrs. Paluskiewicz!

Have a Great Summer!

