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Christmas Baskets Unite Mercy in Service

By Mackenzie Yaddaw

When the jingle bells start ringing and
the snowflakes start falling, then begins
one of Mercy’s most famous traditions: the
Christmas Basket Fundraiser. The students
and staff all look forward to participating
in this opportunity to help the needy families at Andrews Center and Bethany House.
It all starts when Campus Ministry Board
representatives contact the designated family for their homeroom. They then find out
who is in the families, what their needs and
wants are, and any allergies. This allows
for the gifts to be more personal and for
the families to get exactly what they need.
Food and basic household necessities are
the main priority for the gift giving, but
there is always room for presents for the
little ones in each family. Buying clothes
and presents for older and younger children is always so much fun, and gives each
student the opportunity to feel like Santa
Claus. Just imagine those children’s faces
when they open gifts that were picked out
just for them. While buying right from the
store is always fun, the gifts can also be
secondhand, costing you nothing and still
earning a joyous reaction from the family.
When the first few donations start to
come in, then begins the wrapping process
and getting boxes ready to be delivered.
These weeks become a flurry of wrapping

paper being tossed, Christmas music on repeat, and shouts for more wrapped boxes.
By the end, all of the students and teachers
are extremely excited to see or hear how
the family reacts to the food and presents
they picked out to donate. This whole process makes everyone realize just how much
each homeroom has accomplished and
how much Mercy has done as a community
to help these families in need.
However, nothing drives this point
home quite like witnessing Golden Mass.
The minute those curtains open to display
the overflowing boxes stacked on tables
and surrounding the edge of the stage, towering several feet in the air, one can hear
the delighted gasps from students and staff
alike. Nothing compares to seeing those
gifts on the stage, a joyous reminder of the
happiness that these families will experience when we finally deliver the boxes.
After all of the work to get everything together, Golden Mass is something special
to behold right before we begin our Christmas break.
After Golden Mass comes the delivering of the boxes of presents to the Christmas basket families. These families have
often fallen onto hard times and have a
difficult time providing basic necessities
like food, clothing, and household items.

Because of this, the children in the family do not get the Christmas they deserve.
We at Mercy are always looking for ways
to share what we are so blessed to already
have with others. The Christmas baskets
provide a way for Mercy students to give
to others who do not have as much as we
do. It is so worth it to see the joy on not just
the children’s faces, but the parents as well.
By providing what seems like a small
amount for these families, we are showing that someone cares, that someone is
looking out for them even in the hardest of
times. This year, I was given the opportunity to deliver the Christmas baskets to my
Christmas basket family, and it truly was
a miracle for them. It was beyond heartwarming to see how grateful the mother
was when she saw everything our homeroom had gathered to give them a Christmas to never be forgotten. The Christmas
basket families come in all different shapes
and sizes. Some have single parents with
three boys and one girl, or a mom and a
dad with one boy. No matter the situation,
we all look forward to helping these families and giving them a Christmas they will
always remember.
Freshmen students work to put together presents for their
Christmas Basket family. Photo courtesy of Ally Farnand.

Golden Mass Continues Annual Tradition
By Julia Spagnola
Golden Mass. It’s a tradition unlike any other, a fostered
cornerstone cemented into the doctrines of Our Lady of Mercy
School For Young Women. It is the true meaning of Christmas
and the spirit of the Catholic Church. It is the amazement and
wonder of the season. It is uniquely cherished and celebrated by
all within the Mercy community - past, present, and future.
When those curtains open on that selected December morning, filling the room with ambient light and color, a gasp can
be heard, and then silence throughout the auditorium; the entire

congregation stares in awe at a special beauty. It is the “we did
this” factor that amazes each and every person in attendance.
Without the dedication and effort of Mercy Girls, quite a sight
wouldn’t even be remotely possible. Hundreds of brightly
wrapped gifts are stacked high and adorned with food, toys, and
clothes alike. For just a moment, one measly moment, it beats
the world’s finest of wonders - the Eiffel Tower, the Great Wall
of China - nothing compares to the opening of the curtain on that
special day.
What makes Golden Mass so
important? Why exactly does it
seem to resonate within all who
partake in it? Well, that is what
makes it so extraordinary; Golden Mass is precisely how you
interpret it, only you and you
alone. You decide what to take
from the experience, allowing it
to guide you through the Christmas season. You discern what
Golden Mass means to you.
I realized this first during
freshman year, when I attended my very first Golden Mass.
My own mother, being a Mercy
alumna herself, had filled me
in at home, and my friends at
school told me what to expect.
But nothing compared to that
day when I experienced it myself for the first time. I could
never have predicted the emotion that would overwhelm me.
Still today, it is impossible to
Father Bob Worth presides over the Golden Mass, as he has for several years.
accurately describe the feelings
Photo courtesy of Ally Farnand.

I am surrounded by during Golden Mass. It is something cherished, a rarity that doesn’t come every day and can only be truly
felt once a year. Through Golden Mass, I attain this unbelievable
comfort of safety, as if I am protected by a community immersed
in universal goodness. It is a feeling and experience like no other.
One thing I’ve noticed about Golden Mass is how everyone,
regardless of faith or background, comes to school dressed in
their very best. This made an already celebratory occasion become even more beautiful, an event embraced and held to the
highest regard by all who partake. For the past several years,
Father Bob Worth has presided over mass. His reflections on the
real meaning of Christmas, poverty, the Christmas Basket Project, and finally the Circle of Mercy impact everyone in the room.
He reminds us that our actions and our efforts and ministry to
serve those in need are important. They usher in the birth of Jesus Christ in the most triumphant of ways: shedding compassion
upon our sisters and brothers.
Golden Mass is not like the typical Christmas Eve Mass,
where all in attendance check their watches in anticipation, admittedly hoping the liturgy ends soon or even taking the first
opportunity to dart out the door with the conclusion of Eucharist
in order to make it to a party. In fact, the Golden Mass stands
as quite the opposite. It is anticipated by all, celebrated wholeheartedly, and approached with peaceful reflection, as we allow
ourselves to slow the hustle for just a moment and embrace the
steady calm. It embraces the excitement of the Advent period
and sends students forward on their act of service in delivering
Christmas baskets with peace of mind before retreating to their
holiday break. I urge you to allow this faith and optimism into
your hearts. One may argue otherwise, but Golden Mass is perhaps the greatest gift to be received this year and every year,
instilling within us a hope preserved by a school that gives us
the ability to share it with all those in the world who surround us.
You can’t find that under the tree.
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Sophomore Lily Greco’s Autism Presentation
By Emma Raymond

On November 29, the seventh and eighth graders had the privilege
of learning about autism from someone whom it has a direct impact on.
Sophomore Lily Greco shared her knowledge, experience, and tips. She
was diagnosed with autism at a young age, and was often mistreated because of this. She expressed her emotions through reading her various
poems written in her school years before coming to Mercy.
Lily also explained that when she came to Mercy, it wasn’t as difficult
for her. Instead, people were so welcoming that it felt a little strange. After about a month, she began to open up and make new friends.
During her time at Mercy, Lily is also helped by Mrs. Levine, who she
previously nominated for a Golden Apple Award. While she was presenting, Lily also explained that people with autism experience trouble with

“Most importantly, Greco
emphasized that the best
thing we can do for people
with autism is to not treat
them any differently.”

communicating, controlling behavior, and oftentimes they have unique
strengths or favorite topics that they usually heavily focus on. This sometimes causes them to falter in other areas.
A way you can help fellow classmates with autism might be as simple
as helping these people in your life by standing up for them or helping
them with homework. Another opportunity to do this is through Mercy
Service (formerly Passport to Understanding) when they visit an elementary school. People do not always remember the nice things people do, but
everyone always remembers exactly who was mean. Most importantly,
Greco emphasized that the best thing we can do for people with autism is
to not treat them any differently.

Sixth Grade Class Visits George Eastman
House in Monthly Field Trip
By Claire Devlin
On Wednesday, December 6, the sixth grade class
went on a field trip to the George Eastman House.
They participated in the
annual Gingerbread House
Scavenger Hunt while touring the museum. The event,
which was put together by
Mrs. Rouleau, is part of the
sixth grade curriculum in
which the students go on a
field trip once a month.
During their visit to the
George Eastman House, the
sixth graders searched for
gingerbread houses and acquired knowledge. They
explored the first and second floors of the museum,
and learned about George Eastman, the founder of
Kodak. George Eastman lived in Rochester, and
today his home is a museum. Many people attend

events at the museum, including the sixth grade students, who were impressed with the aromatic gingerbread houses.
Each month, the sixth graders
go on a field trip. In September, the
sixth grade class went on a team
building event at Camp Arrowhead, and in November they went
to Tinseltown to watch the movie Wonder. In October, they had
planned on visiting Ellison Park,
but the event was canceled due
to the rain. Next month, the sixth
grade students are planning to visit
an art gallery.
The sixth grade class enjoyed their trip to the
George Eastman House, and they are looking forward to the next field trip.
Sixth grade students admire gingerbread houses at the annual display at the George
Eastman House. Photo courtesy of Claire Devlin.

A Christmas Carol Comes to Life on Stage for
the Seventh Grade Class
By Lola DeAscentiis
On December 6, the seventh grade class had the opportunity to
go to Geva Theatre to see the play A Christmas Carol. The seventh
graders have been reading A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens in
English class and the play was a great way to have holiday fun and
deepen their understanding of what they were learning at the same
time.
A timeless classic, A Christmas Carol is the famous story of
Ebenezer Scrooge, a miser who is visited by his late friend Jacob Marley and the Ghosts of Christmas Past, Present, and Future, who teach
him the importance of selflessness and compassion during the Christmas season. This moral is especially relevant to the Mercy community,
seeing that we have been practicing these values as we gather gifts for
our Christmas Basket Families and fulfill the Critical Concerns and
Core Values of the Sisters of Mercy.
As stated by various seventh graders, the field trip was an enjoy-

able experience and a great way to spread Christmas spirit. They were
able to connect what they were learning in class to the work of art they
were witnessing, and many details in the play stood out to them as a result
of their analysis of the text.
After the play, the seventh grade stayed for a talkback with the cast
and crew, a special opportunity Geva exclusively offers following each
school performance. They were able gain insight on the production of
the play and the story of A Christmas Carol by asking and listening to
questions. While some of the questions related to the historical context,
symbolism, and the theme of A Christmas Carol, all of which were aspects of the novel discussed in class, others touched upon the hard work
and preparation that goes into producing and performing a show. Overall,
the field trip was a success and greatly enjoyed by the seventh grade students and teachers!

Middle Schoolers Get in the Christmas Spirit
with Movie Night
By Lola DeAscentiis
On Friday, December 15, the annual middle school Movie Night took place. It was held in the
Blackbox Theater from 7-9 P.M. and open to any Mercy middle school student for a $2 admission
fee.
The holiday-themed Movie Night was planned by Ms. Crowell, Mrs. Schmalstitch, and the seventh and eighth grade class officers. To choose the movie, a poll was taken in homeroom in which
each student chose their favorite Christmas movie out of the options given. From there, the votes
were tallied up and Home Alone was chosen.
The middle school students had the option of bringing pillows and blankets with them to the

movie night, and most did. They were also invited to wear their favorite holiday pajamas for a
pajama contest in which three winners were chosen. There was one winner from each grade, and
all three received a holiday-themed water bottle filled with candy. Pizza, hot chocolate, and other
fun snacks were served in the Blackbox, and all students were invited to assist in the clean up
afterwards.
Overall, the movie night was a success! There was a great turnout and all who went enjoyed
the holiday fun.
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Sixth Grade Class Participates in 1st Ministry Day
By Elizabeth Meisenzahl
On November 29, Mercy’s sixth graders participated in their first of many Ministry Days
to
come.
This middle
school tradition, begun
in 1990 by
then-principal
of the
middle school
Sue Clifford,
aims to give
students the
experience
of community service in
accordance
with the Critical Concerns. For this Ministry Day, students
visited 11 different locations in total, where they
served the elderly, children, or others in need either directly or indirectly through their behind
-the-scenes work.
One location where sixth graders experienced
their first Ministry Day was Bethany House, a
Catholic House in Rochester that provides shelter, food, support, and prayer to women who are
struggling. Mercy’s previous work with Bethany
House has included taking residents on as Christmas Basket families and frequent visits through

Mercy Service to assist there.
Students also visited Cameron Community
Ministries, another location where
Mercy Service often offers help. The
students helped to
prepare the dining
area for neighborhood guests to
enjoy their free
noon meal. Aside
from this, Cameron
Community Ministries also provides
clothing, a food
pantry, and after
school programs for
families living in poverty in the inner city.
The goal of these Ministry Days, particularly because Mercy does not require community
service hours to graduate, is to foster in middle
school students a genuine desire to serve others.
With the experiences of these students on their
first Ministry Day hopefully being a positive one,
they will continue to perform community service
on their own in the future.
Above: Sixth grade students assist children with school work at Cameron Community
Ministries. Left: Members of the sixth grade class sort clothes while on Ministry Day.
Photos courtesy of Mrs. Randazzese.

Christmas Season
Reflection
By LaRue Huetmaker

Above: Freshmen students celebrate their contributions to the 2017 Christmas Basket
Project. Right: Christmas baskets line the walls of a freshmen homeroom. Photos
courtesy of Ally Farnand.

Merry Christmas to all of
you beautiful people. And a
Happy New Year. Now you
either want a white Christmas
or you will travel as far down
south as you possibly can to
avoid the snow. As the Internet
would say, there are two types
of people. This commercialized holiday is the most beloved in many, many hearts.
There are people listening to
Mariah Carey and Michael
Buble in October. It’s a concerning obsession. When did
these reindeer and overweight
men with white beards come
into play? Why does he say
“ho ho ho?” Maybe he is a
big fan of Little Debbie baked
goods. Maybe that’s what we
should be leaving him instead
of cookies.
For around the first ten
years of a child’s life, we are
told myths of fairies, bunnies,
and flying reindeer. We sit on
a stranger’s lap every year and
we get our pictures taken by
eager parents who can’t wait
to send it out on their Facebook Christmas card. This
may sound a little menacing
now, but I do love Christmas

as much as the next person. In
midst of all the chaos, presents,
and wrapping paper cuts, there
is a beauty in Christmas. And
no, it isn’t the presents. Think
about good people ringing
bells, people traveling great
distances to see loved ones, the
excitement on a child’s face
when they go to a street that
is covered in Christmas decor.
It’s all oddly calming.
So look at what Christmas
has become. Some will say
that it’s all a consumer trap and
Macy’s is really getting a kick

out of us fools. Others will say
it’s the season of giving and
it’s a beautiful time. I say, why
not both? It’d be naive to say
that Christmas hasn’t evolved
into a profit and marketing
machine. It’d be pessimistic to
say that Christmas has lost its
heart. There’s a balancing act
in all of this, and I think we
balance it very well within the
Mercy Community.
So we hope you had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year. Stay warm and here’s to
a fantastic 2018!

New Year’s Resolutions

By Katie Giugno
Happy New Year! If you too are still writing 2017 at the top of your paper, believe me you
aren’t the only one. Sometimes, it seems the New Year feels like an afterthought to Christmas, a
kind of mini-celebration to ease you out of the holiday season. While there is no way that I could
say, especially in a Catholic school, that New Year’s Day is as important as Christmas, the celebration certainly does have its own meaning.
First of all, the arrival of a new year means that the school year is almost halfway over, which
is both exciting and terrifying, especially to me as a senior. Secondly, the day means that it is time
to make some resolutions. As a kid, most of the pledges I made were intended to improve my
life-- write a story, join a new club, procrastinate less (I’m still working on this one several years

later). However, I believe that the kind of resolution I’ll make now as an (almost!) adult should be
on improving myself. After all, as Mahatma Gandhi said, “If you want to change the world, start
with yourself.” And with seventeen years of existence, I, as more humans seem to, know my own
flaws well enough to begin.
So as I attempt in this new year to be more patient, more friendly, more unselfish, I challenge
everyone here at Mercy to do the same. We’ll fail, naturally, most of the time (I certainly know
I will), but when we succeed, which is also an inevitability considering the sheer persistence of
Mercy students, it will be precious. So, happy New Year again everyone and good luck achieving
each and every one of your resolutions!

Current Events
Middle School Puts on Sixth Grade Exposes
a Jolly Good
Girls to Coding
Christmas Concert
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By Elizabeth Meisenzahl

By Ashley Brandt

The middle school had a successful
Christmas Concert on Thursday, December
14, at seven o’clock. Many festive songs
were sung and played by the middle school
orchestras and choirs. A total of nine songs
contributed to this theme and made the concert a wonderful event.
The night started out with the 6th grade
orchestra playing “‘Twas the Night Before
Christmas.” Mrs. Szlosek, the principal of
the middle school, also
joined in by narrating
it. The song contained
many parts that corresponded to the poem
“‘Twas the Night Before
Christmas,” which was
originally written by
Clement Clarke Moore
and dates all the way
back to 1823, and set
the concert in a holiday
mood.
Next, the 7th grade choir sang two songs,
“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” and
“Winter Lullaby.” “I Heard the Bells on
Christmas Day” had a beautiful melody and
“Winter Lullaby” was very soft and calm.
Both songs were holiday-themed and beautifully sung.
After that, the seventh and eighth grade
orchestra played two songs: “Parade of the
Wooden Soldiers” and “All Is Calm.” “Pa-

rade of the Wooden Soldiers” was a carousel-type song that is also known as “Parade
of the Tin Soldiers.” “All Is Calm” was a
quiet song that featured seven soloists. These
seven soloists included: Ainslie McCorry,
Olivia Storti, Emma Gizzi-Schmidt, Jillian
Gertin, Sydney Marron, Madison Warner,
and Emma Raymond. All of the orchestra soloists performed wonderfully and confidently
on their different instruments.
The eighth grade
choir sung a total of
three songs: “Winter
Lullaby,” “Carol of
the Bells,” and “Dona
Nobis Pacem.” These
songs were sung very
beautifully and contributed to the wonderful
holiday theme. Finally,
to wrap up the concert,
the whole middle school
orchestra, including the sixth graders, played
“Trepak” from the Nutcracker Suite by
Tchaikovsky. This song summed up the night
and everyone left in the holiday spirit.
All the songs, sung or played, were put
together by our wonderful music teachers,
Mrs. Gizzi and Mrs. Marron. They did a
great job, along with all of the performers,
who did amazing with their music. Everyone
did a wonderful job and made the Christmas
concert festive and fun!

“All the performers
did a wonderful job
and made the Christmas concert festive
and fun!”

During the week of December 4-10, colorful handmade posters encouraging
students to participate in the Hour of
Code surrounded
the school. This
was part of an initiative led by the
sixth grade class
to bring the Mercy students and
faculty into the
global community
that participated in
this year’s Hour of
Code.
The ability to
code is not only a
valuable skill itself
for future jobs, but
is especially important for educating young
women, particularly because
of the underrepresentation of
women in STEM and computer science fields.

The Hour of Code is a program that aims to cultivate
an understanding of coding

and technology, particularly
among students and young
people. This year, more than
150,000 Hour of Code events
took place across the world.

The mission of this campaign
by the sixth grade class was
to give the Mercy community the opportunity to
engage in this fun and
educational program.
The premise of the
Hour of Code is simple: try a one hour tutorial to learn about how
coding works. Many of
the tutorials offered allow the user to create a
game or other activity,
and are made for students of all ages.
This year was Mercy’s first experience
with the Hour of Code
event, and its success
in introducing members of the Mercy community to coding for the first
time will hopefully ensure its
place as a Mercy tradition.

Message of Courage
Given During Mass of
Immaculate Conception
By Amanda Folwell

High School Christmas
Concert Dazzles
Audience
By Olivia Laniak
This past December, the high school’s music
department was busy with preparations for the
year’s winter concert, which would take place
on December 12. Orchestra, McAuley Singers,
and Show Choir all performed sets, and a special performance by Jazz Band completed the
show. Orchestra once again stunned the crowd
with a special light show and performance
of a Trans-Siberian Orchestra tune, “Wizards
of Winter”, while the
McAuley Singers shone
with an all-new arrangement of the traditional
favorite “Carol of the
Bells”. Both pieces featured several soloists,
all of whom delighted
the audience with their
talent. Show Choir performed both remakes of
old classics like “Ave Maria” and more modern
songs like “Santa Tell Me.” At the end of the
night, Jazz Band closed with a memorable performance, including a flugelhorn solo.
The concert truly lived up to the sneak preview that was shown during Activity Period the
Wednesday before. The audience was captivated
by the sights and sounds of this year’s Christmas Concert, and was humming the tunes on
their way out the door. This concert was also
an eye-opening experience. Orchestra debuted
some previously-unheard from instruments on
the stage this year, including electric guitar, double bass, and an ocarina. An ocarina is a small,
egg-shaped instrument that sounds, as Mrs. Mar-

ron joked, “like a flute with a cold.” Show Choir
showed off this year’s costumes, and McAuley
maintained their classic all-black aesthetic.
This year, the audience at the concert boasted
some very special guests. Members of the Family Care Program, a service of the Rochester
Psychiatric Center, attended the performance.
Afterwards, there was a small reception held in
the Middle School Gym, which featured punch,
cookies, and, of
course, presents.
The guests wandered around with
broad smiles on
their faces, talking
with the members
of Show Choir,
McAuley Singers,
Orchestra, and other Mercy students
who came to celebrate.
Special thanks are due to Sister Joan, who
worked tirelessly to engineer the Christmas
Concert Reception that brought many people so
much joy. Additional thank-yous go out to Mrs.
Camacho-Bianchi, Mrs. Gizzi, and Mrs. Marron
for all of the hard work and time they invested in
making sure that each of their ensembles looked
and sounded both professional and enjoyable.
Lastly, the tech crew deserve their own credit,
as they were responsible for engineering a light
show worthy of the Trans-Siberian Orchestra
itself. Thank you to all those who came out to
enjoy the concert and to support their favorite
Mercy performers.

In the Catholic Church, the
Immaculate Conception is celebrated on December 8. The day
commemorates Mary, the mother of Jesus, being conceived
without sin by her mother. It is
a holy day of obligation, which
means that it is one of the required days for Catholics to attend mass.
Mercy fulfilled this obligation by starting with mass first
thing Friday morning on the exact day. Mass was led by Bishop Emeritus Matthew H. Clark. Bishop Clark gives his homily beside a statue of Mary, the
During his homily, he compared Mother of God. Photo courtesy of Ally Farnand.
modern-day bravery exhibited
by women who were sexually
harassed in the past to the bravery that both Mary and her cousin, Elizabeth, had when God
blessed them both with children, Jesus and John the Baptist, respectively.
Another highlight from mass was the jazz band, who performed “Ode to Joy” for the congregation.
Overall, the mass celebrating the Feast of the Immaculate Conception gave a positive message and advocated for courage in society, using Mary as an example to all of us.

“The concert truly lived up
to the sneak preview...”
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By Amanda Folwell
We here at Mercy hold our history dear
to us. The story of Catherine McAuley is
imprinted upon us from our very first day
attending Mercy. It’s a story that all Mercy
students
know
like the back of
their hand, a story that means the
world to us because, without it,
we would not be
at Mercy today.
Foundation
Day is celebrated
on December 12.
This commemorates the day when Catherine McAuley and
two of her companions first became known
as the Sisters of Mercy back in 1831, as per
the recommendation of the Archbishop of
Dublin. This was only four years after she
established the House of Mercy in Dublin,
Ireland, to educate and shelter young girls.
Eventually, the Sisters of Mercy spread outside of Ireland to the United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand, and the United States,

just to name a few countries.
That brings us to today. Our Mercy community celebrated Foundation Day with a
prayer service during Advisement on the
day of in the Auditorium. Accompanying the
service were juniors Lily
Hyde and Madi Wood,
who shared their experiences with Mercy students all over the world
during their trip to Ireland over the summer,
and a senior performing
an Irish dance, connecting the celebration back
to the Sisters of Mercy’s Irish roots.
Foundation Day is special to Mercy students from all over the globe. Perhaps the
most special aspect of the day is that it is not
only an anniversary date, but it is also a day
that binds together other Mercy students,
each one with a different background and
story, each one with different dreams and Lily Hyde ‘19 shares her experiences with other Mercy students throughout the world.
aspirations, and unites them all as one body. Photo courtesy of Ally Farnand.

“...it is also a day that
binds together other
Mercy students...as one
body.”

Battle of the Books Offers Fun Connections
Between Students and Teachers
By Katie Giugno

If you’ve been in the Media Center recently, you’ve likely noticed a rather large
poster board near the entrance to the reading
room, emblazoned with the colorful words
“Battle of the Books.” This might lead you to
wonder: what exactly is Battle of the Books?
As the title implies, the event is a competition centered around reading--specifically
reading the several books displayed on the
poster. During a typical contest, the last occurring on an Activity Period in early December, students gather in the Media Center with
their chosen novel and join into teams, each
member having read a different book such as
The Sun Is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon, The
Passion of Dolssa by Julie Berry, and Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie. Teachers also participate as well among
which are, most recently, Ms. McAdoo and
Ms. Barker. After everyone settles down,
the fun begins. Mrs. Zumchak stands up and
starts asking trivia questions about each title,
ranging from as easy as the book’s author to
as difficult as the name of a minor character.
Never underestimate, however, a reader’s capability to remember the most random things

Students and teachers enjoy the
thrill of the competition together.
Photo courtesy of Ally Farnand.

from their novel. Most of the time, the participants are right on the dot and buzz in as soon
as the question ends, fueled by adrenaline
and likely sugar from the treats often brought
to meetings. In the end, the winning team
gets their photograph taken with the coveted
Battle of the Books trophy to be put up on
the competition’s poster board. Occasionally,
there are other prizes, among which, most notably is candy, and, one time, the Battle of the
Books crew was even joined by a local author
whose book was included in the competition.
One thing everyone in Battle of the Books
can most certainly agree on is that the event
is a lot of fun. For avid readers, it’s an excuse to fall into a book when there’s still
some (there always is) homework left to do.
For teachers, it’s an enjoyable way to interact
with students in a more informal setting than
the classroom. For everyone, it’s a sometimes
low-key, sometimes high-intensity, always
somewhat goofy escape from the stress that
school may bring.
Keep your eyes peeled for the next set of
novels and the date on that little poster board
of Battle of the Books.

Mercy’s Mr. Metzler
Angels of Mercy Raise
Awarded Golden Apple Funds to Help Women
By Elizabeth Meisenzahl
In November 2017, Mercy’s own Mr.
Mike Metzler was featured as a recipient of
the Golden Apple Award. The Golden Apple Award is given based on student nominations, and is awarded to those teachers
who are recognized by their students as
being especially inspiring, kind, and exceptional teachers.
Sophomore Caroline Thomas, one of
Mr. Metzler’s students, nominated him for
this award, describing him as very devoted to his students. Mr. Metzler became an
English teacher as a second career after a
job in the advertising industry, telling News
8, “When you find your spot all is right
with the universe and that’s how it felt to
me when I stepped into a classroom.” Although Mr. Metzler is only in his first year
as a Mercy teacher, he has clearly made a
significant impact on his students.

By Julia Cilano

On December 3, 2017, a gala fundraiser
was held to support and bring awareness to the
Rochester-based organization Angels of Mercy. Angels of Mercy is a nonprofit
group that aids female victims of
domestic abuse in the Rochester
and global communities. To help
local women, Angels of Mercy
distributes five outfits to each person who visits, furthering their
confidence and supporting them
in their mission to move on and
better their lives. Similarly, this
organization sends dresses to girls
around the world to fight sexual
assault and rape.
The Angels of Mercy Gala was
part of Senior Ava Bianchi’s MOTTO project,
which is focused on sex trafficking. At the gala,
the Roc City Singers, a show choir composed

of Rochester teenagers, and Toni Dolce, a New
York singer, performed for the sponsors. Several Mercy students volunteered at the gala as
ushers and guides
for the sponsors, as
well. The Gala concluded with a small
reception and was
considered to be a
resounding success.
The Angels of Mercy
Gala, its global impact, and its presence
in the Mercy community goes to show
how much influence
relatively small acts
of charity, like one gala, have on the rest of the
world and on crises as large and devastating as
human trafficking.

“The Angels of
Mercy... show how
much influence
relatively small acts
of charity... have
on the rest of the
world...”

Around Mercy
Senior Wins Local
Poetry Contest
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Impact of the Frances
Warde Scholarship
By Cece Stocum

By Elizabeth Meisenzahl
This past November, senior Elisabeth
Hanley earned the award for the Rochestarian Peace Poet of the Year for the Most
Courageous Poetic Performance in the topic of World Equality. Hanley’s poem, composed entirely in French, was entered into a
contest for poems, songs, and instrumental
pieces about peace and justice at Nazareth
College. The event featured speakers on
the French-speaking world and the power
of words, as well as the French-American
Choir of Rochester.
Hanley’s poem, entitled “Le Racisme est
Sain et Sauf,” meaning “Racism is Safe and
Sound,” addresses the constant presence of
racism in society, noting that casual racist
jokes or remarks entrench racist societal
norms. Ending on a positive note, though,
Hanley finishes by mentioning the possibility that society can unlearn this hatred.
The poem in its entirety is as follows:
Le racisme est sain et sauf.
Il nous a retrouvés tous,
Nous lui avons serré la main.
Sans le remarquer, nous l’avons d’abord
accueilli
Dans notre vie de tous les jours.
Puis, nous avons ri de ses petites
blagues désobligeantes
Puisque nous pensions que cela nous

aiderait à nous fondre dans les masses
Mais nous avons rapidement cessé
de penser que les blagues étaient désobligeantes
Et, sans le remarquer, nous avons appris
à détester.
Bientôt, nous l’avons vu
Lorsque nous nous regardions :
Nous en sommes venus à croire aux petites blagues désobligeantes,
À croire que ce sont de minuscules plaisanteries pas méchantes,
Et à incarner ces égarements malveillants,
Fondés sur le racisme secret que nous
avons autrefois accueilli
Comme tant de pierres lapidaires
Sous lesquelles nous nous sommes ensevelis
Et notre monde dérisoire s’est effondré
sous cette haine
Si nous pouvions ainsi apprendre à détester,
détester les autres en raison de la couleur de leur peau
ou simplement parce qu’ils sont différents de nous-mêmes,
alors nous pourrons, rappelons-le apprendre aussi à aimer.

A highlight from the Our Lady of Mercy Spirit
Gala this winter was the video shown to guests
documenting the success of the Frances Warde
Scholarship. The scholarship was designed to
provide need-based aid to young women who
are recent immigrants to the United States. The
Frances Warde Scholarship helps Mercy to
achieve their goal
of expanding access
to a world-class educational program to
young women across
the globe. This program is named after
Frances Warde, an
Irish immigrant,
who was one of the
foundresses of the
Sisters of Mercy.
The Sisters of Mercy
brought the scholarship to Rochester,
originally giving
four years of education to four girls who
were immigrants and
refugees. The Frances Warde Scholarship is currently given to three
Mercy girls, all in the class of 2020.
Sandra Uwiringiyimana, a graduate of the class
of 2013, is one of the Mercy girls who has been
greatly impacted by the Frances Warde Scholarship. Originally born in Africa, Sandra was living
in a UN Refugee Camp in Burundi, a landlocked
country in Eastern Africa. One night, Sandra and
her family were attacked by rebels, and Sandra’s

sister and two cousins were killed, while Sandra
and her mom survived. After the attack was over,
Sandra and her family were rescued and brought
to Rochester, where Sandra attended city schools.
She soon began to realize that she wanted a more
rigorous education, as she was receiving high
marks in city schools while not speaking English. After transferring to Mercy,
she began to learn
English and make
memories with
her friends that
would last a lifetime. After graduation, Sandra went
on to write How
Dare the Sun Rise:
Memoirs of a War
Child, along with
Abigail Pesta. She
says that she did
not think she would
have been able to
write this book, or
even think that she
could write a book
without her Mercy education. She has also gone
on to speak at Women of the World, the American
Library Association, and even spoke at the United
Nations. According to Sandra Uwiringiyimana,
when you donate to the Frances Warde Scholarship, “you’re not just preparing someone for college, you’re inspiring a young woman to believe
that she can reach higher than she ever thought
she could.”

“According to Sandra
Uwiringiyimana, when you
donate to the Frances Warde
scholarship, ‘you’re not just
preparing someone for college,
you’re inspiring a young woman
to believe that she can reach
higher than she ever thought she
could.’”

Mercy Eighth Graders Protect the Earth
By Grace Kurzweil

In 2017, Mercy students helped to promote recycling and the conservation of water in New
York State. Eighth grade art students entered one of two contests; the first contest is run by the
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYWEA), an organization with several chapters throughout the State working to protect Earth’s resources for generations to come.
The contestants displayed and supported the theme of “Conserve and Protect Our Water” using
a variety of materials including watercolor, colored pencil, and other supplies. The judges then
chose fourteen winning pieces which are printed in a 2017 calendar. The winners also received an
engraved plaque, reusable water bottle, and an invitation to the NYWEA Conference. In the most
recent contest, Mercy celebrates the success of Leah Sisson and Allison Caines as their artwork
was chosen to be in the top fourteen winners.
Water is a precious resource, and it must be used wisely both by present and future generations.
Mrs. O’Brien Kiely, an art teacher at Mercy, notes that art grabs people’s attention and conveys
messages, making this contest a perfect
opportunity for students to encourage
others to conserve and protect water. In
addition, this contest promotes science,
social responsibility, and the Critical
Concerns of Mercy, especially Care for
the Earth.
The second contest that eighth graders entered was “New York Recycles!”
in May 2017 which promotes reusing, recycling, and composting in order to conserve resources
and protect the environment. It is also run by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. For more information, see their website at http://www.dec.ny.gov/. From each

“Mrs. O’Brien Kiely, an art
teacher at Mercy, notes that art
grabs people’s attention and
conveys messages.”

school, up to fifteen students may submit their artwork in order to showcase their talents and care
for the earth. Most recently from Mercy, freshmen Danielle Beechey won second place, Katherine
Barber took third, and Sydney Laniak was runner-up.
The eighth graders have taken a step toward conserving the world’s resources, especially water,
through their creativity and concern for the earth. Their work is inspirational not only to fellow
Mercy students, but to anyone who wishes to be a part of the change. Congratulations, eighth
graders!

Mercy Monarchs
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Mercy Dance Company Presents Christmas
Concert
By Katie Stanley
The teachers and dancers of the
Mercy Dance Company and 25 North
Dance have done it again! The dancers
in the concerts have created a beautiful
work of art out of music and motion,
making rhythm, balance, and elegance
come to life. Many of the dancers in
the concert ranged from beginner to
experienced and had many different dancers from all ages, from little
toddlers to the Class of 2018. Many
of the dancers performed to music of
all genres, including Pop, Holiday,
Classical, Musical, Hip Hop, Jazz,
Latino, Children’s music and Alternative Rock. Many of the dance styles
were Jazz, Modern, Ballet, Hip Hop,
and Tap. The dance outfits were beautifully done and creative for some of
the dance numbers. Of course, we have to give credit to the awesome dance instructors for choreographing the dance numbers
and giving their time to help put on a show no one will forget.
The show started December 16 at 2 pm and ended at 4 p.m. All
started to take their seats and watch the recital and immediately
the first dance number was spectacular and amazing thanks to
the class of 2018. The rest of Act 1 was beautiful and awe-in-

spiring, which kept audience
members wanting more. The
dancers showed that they
were having fun, and enjoying
dancing, showing excellent
rhythm with the music and
balance throughout the show.
The amazing tap dancers, ballet dancers, and modern dancers were awesome out there!
After a half hour, everyone
went out for intermission to
get some snacks and water
and talked about the dancers
in the show.
Soon everyone came back
into the Auditorium to watch
Act 2 of the concert. In Act 2
there was a little more ballet
and modern dancing, but, like Act 1, it was beautifully choreographed and elegant. The dancers in Act 2 showed amazing
teamwork and balance throughout the show and showed grace
and elegance.
The ballet, tap, jazz, and modern dancers in Act 2 gave amazing performances! At the end, everyone started to dance to a
hip hop version of “Deck the Halls” and took a bow. Looking

“The dancers in the concerts
have created a beautiful
work of art out of music and
motion, making rhythm,
balance, and elegance come
to life.”

Members of the Mercy Dance Company perform at their
December concert. Photo courtesy of Katie Stanley.
back to the recital, it has inspired me to step out of my comfort
zone and to try new things including dance. All the dancers in
the show were amazing, and will continue to make beautiful
works of art dancing.

Members of the Mercy Dance Company perform at their December concert. Photos courtesy of Katie Stanley.

Sophomores Gabby
Sartori and Rory
Herrema Win Debate
Competition
By Laura Giugno
On November 18, sophomores Rory Herrema
and Gabby Sartori placed third in the Public Forum
event of a Speech and Debate tournament at Harley.
Public Forum is a partner debate event in which two
teams argue the pro and con sides of topics that relate
to current events. These debates are based on empirical evidence (solid facts). Public Forum debate
is centered around the factual information of current
issues, and teams are asked to argue and make a case
for both sides.
The topic that Rory and Gabby were arguing
when they won was if universal background checks
should be put in place for all gun sales and transfers of ownership. Their favorite side to argue was
the con side. Gabby and Rory both said that they
felt very excited when they placed. They had both
been running fevers, and Rory was competing in two
events that day.
Gabby’s favorite Speech and Debate memory
was when she shadowed. She said that she felt it was

a cool experience and she got to shadow Rory, who
had gotten her interested in the club, doing declamation. Rory’s favorite Speech and Debate memory
was at a McQuaid summer camp when she debated
against someone who she thought was very good
and won. Gabby and Rory felt that their case was
made stronger due to their preparation on the topic
of transfer of ownership, which some of their competitors did not prepare as strongly for.
Their advice for people who are not sure if they
should join Speech and Debate: “Do it!” Other advice they would give to people looking to compete
in Public Forum debate is to prepare well beforehand
and meet with Madame Belanger, the club moderator. Their hardest competition for the Harley tournament was another team of two girls who came very
close to defeating them. Congratulations Rory and
Gabby!

Come cheer on the
Monarchs at an
upcoming event!
1/22: Varsity Basketball vs. Nichols
at Mercy
1/27: Varsity Indoor Track and
Field Private Parochial League
Championships at RIT
1/30: Varsity Bowling vs. Franklin at
Radio Social

Last Word
Mercy Welcomes Ms. Geen...
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By Emma Raymond
1. How would you describe yourself?
I would describe myself as... outgoing, friendly, organized, and positive.

7. If you could have any other job, what would it be and why?
Any traveling job because I haven’t been anywhere other than mostly the U.S. and it would be
fun to do work in other countries.

2. How are you liking Mercy so far? Do you have a favorite thing about teaching here?
Love it! It’s really fun to get to know students. It’s nice to be back to teaching. My favorite thing
about Mercy is how appreciative the girls are of their teachers. There is always someone saying
thank you.

8. What is one time so far this year you have witnessed kindness in your classroom? What
about outside of the classroom?
During modified soccer there were kids
who have never played before and instead
of teasing them, the kids who were more
skilled helped to teach them. It was nice to
see the team coming together and bonding.

3. From which school did you graduate?
SUNY Geneseo.
4. Why did you decide to become a teacher?
Ever since 1st grade I liked helping people learn things. It’s so special when a concept finally
clicks for them. I taught my brothers to ride their bikes, too.

9. What do you love most about teaching?
I like to get to know students and what’s
important to them… what they like or
don’t like. It’s fun to meet new people.

5. What was your best day of school when you were younger?
Senior Spirit Day at Mercy was great because the whole class comes together. Even if you weren’t
really friends with someone, that day we all were.

10. What is one valuable lesson/word of
advice you would give to your students?
“It’s OK not to know but it’s not OK not
to try.”

6. What do you like to do outside of school?
I like to read, exercise, watch live sports games (Buffalo Bills), and see my friends and family. I
also like coaching modified soccer.

...and Mrs. DeMulder!

By Lola DeAscentiis

1. How are you liking Mercy so far? Do you have a favorite thing about teaching here?
I love it so far! I am so happy to be back in the classroom. My favorite thing is the sense of community. Mercy is not just about the academics, I can tell that community is important as well.
2. How would your students describe you?
They would say I’m understanding and adaptable.

Ms. Geen sits at her desk, smiling for the camera.
Photo courtesy of Ally Farnand.
9. If you could take anyone (dead or alive) out to lunch, who would it be and why?
I would take Theodor Adorno out to lunch because I would love to see what his perspective is on
society now.
10. What do you love most about teaching?
I love the aha! moment when my students get what they are learning. I can see it in their face that
they understand and have mastered the skill I am trying to instill.
11. What is one valuable lesson/word of advice you would give to your students?
Don’t get caught up in the little details of everyday. Sit back and see the bigger picture.

3. From which school did you graduate?
University of Vermont.
4. Why did you decide to become a teacher?
I love literature and wanted a job where I could talk about books and read all day long.
5. What was your best day of school when you were younger?
One time in eighth grade I orchestrated a Mix It Up day, but it was faculty and students. So, the
students applied to be teachers for a day and take over the classes. It was really awesome because
the students got to understand what a day in the life of a teacher looks like.
6. What do you like to do outside of school?
I spend most of my free time taking care of my two children, Olivia Grace and Emma.
7. If you could have any job other than teaching, what would it be and why?
I would want to be a journalist and travel the world covering the news.
8. What is one time so far this year you witnessed kindness in your classroom? What about
outside the classroom?
I’ve noticed that the girls know about each other. They care for one another and see each other
as more than just the person sitting in the desk next to them. For outside of the classroom, I love
witnessing the Ministry Days that the students participate in. The concept is amazing to me. I love
that everyone goes outside of their comfort zone and into a new environment just to show kindness
and compassion to strangers.

Mrs. DeMulder stands in front of students’ work, smiling for the camera.
Photo courtesy of Ally Farnand.

Letter From the Editor

By Kate Giugno

As 2017 came to a close, I found myself
looking over the events of the past year. As
I’m sure we all can agree on, these last 12
months have been a crazy ride. President
Trump’s first year. The #MeToo movement.
Repealing Net Neutrality. Every natural disaster-- Hurricane Irma, the fires in California-- seemed to be compounded by disasters
of our own making-- the Las Vegas and Texas
shootings. And will we be able to deal with
these events when our political sphere is so
divided? A year like this makes you want to
reflect just where exactly you stand in regards
to the world. As for me, I know who I am. I’m
a senior halfway through her last year in high
school, about six months away from becoming
a legal adult. That’s a scary concept, isn’t it?

Soon, over a hundred of us will not only be
heading off to college or whatever other plans
the future may hold, but will also hold within
our hands the right to vote, the right to determine the events of 2018. After my six years
at Mercy, though, I believe in our ability to
take this great power with great responsibility. Over the days of 2017, I’ve learned a lot
about the opinions of the school, political and
otherwise, and though I don’t agree with all of
you, I know that each person, not just senior,
but junior, sophomore, freshman, and middle
school as well, has, within them, the potential
to make the next years incredible.
A lot of the world, I think, hopes that the
next year will be calmer. Somehow, I doubt
that will happen. The interconnectedness of

humanity has made us aware of every event,
good or evil, across the globe, and the tumultuous nature of whatever phase of history we are in has amplified the effect of that
interconnectedness several times. But instead
of focusing our hopes on something that we
can’t control, let us, the combined classes of
Our Lady of Mercy, focus on something tangible: our response to what lies ahead in the
year 2018. This school is, for the most part,
a good place, housing students of incredible
passion and drive and focusing on the needs of
the community-- local and global- around us.
No matter what happens in the next year, let us
keep acting with love and acceptance both at
Mercy and beyond.
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this spring. Way to go

