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Pam Baker ‘74 Returns to Mercy as President
and Chief Executive Officer
By Lily Conlan and Emma Raymond
A special announcement was made at Mercy’s
Before Mrs. Baker got her start in politics she was a
annual Spirit Gala on November 17, 2018 -- the
Mercy girl. Some of her most fond memories at Mercy
appointment of Mercy’s new President and Chief
include the Mercy and McQuaid Players, sitting at the
Executive Officer, Pamela Fennell Baker ‘74. As soon
Grotto, May Day, and all the friends she made along the
as Mrs. Baker’s appointment was announced, every
way. Mrs. Baker fondly recalls her time at Mercy and
one of the guests at Mercy’s Spirit Gala was brought
specifically recounted as one of the highlights: “The
to their feet in applause. Following the warm regards,
Mercy and McQuaid friends I met during Twelfth Night
Mrs. Baker responded with gratitude and immense joy
are my friends to this day.” Theater played a major
for her appointment, alongside Mercy seniors Jessica
role in her high school career, especially since theater
Jacobs, Taylor Cicoria, and Olivia Caines, interns at
became a place where she felt most comfortable and
her previous job. Mrs. Baker has kept close ties to the
made her life-long friends. Mrs. Baker feels that the
Mercy community by creating an internship opportuconnection between Mercy and McQuaid is essential to
nity for students interested in government and politics
the Mercy community, from performing plays togethat the campaign office of Congressman Tom Reed.
er to the STEM program. “I would love to have more
President Baker has acquired a variety of great
togetherness with McQuaid on multiple levels, but there
leadership skills from her background in politics on
are so many ways where I think we should keep our
Capitol Hill in Washington D.C. and here in Rochesidentity as a girls school.”
ter. Mrs. Baker’s first job on Capitol Hill was as the
President Baker feels that the leadership opporreceptionist at the National Republican Congressional
tunities and empowerment for girls offered at Mercy
Committee, the job that would go on to affirm her
New President Pam Baker ‘74 takes the stage at the 2018 Spirit Gala, along with is value beyond measure. Through her experiences in
interest in a career in politics. Mrs. Baker explained that her three most recent interns, Jessica Jacobs ‘19, Taylor Cicoria ‘19, and Olivia this “man’s world” her values from Mercy,
during her time as the receptionist, “One of the people Caines ‘19. Photo courtesy of Lily Conlan.
self advocacy, and independent spirit
who used to call, because he was running for Congress,
have helped her grow and become
was George W. Bush, the future president.” Mrs. Baker
successful. For these reasons, she
has continually shared this moment of her life with her daughters, Girl Scouts, and her interns,
and Dr. Kilbridge are elated to introduce the Cheryl Speranza Leadersaying, “be nice to everybody because you never know whose path you are going to cross,” as
ship Institute! This presents opportunities for a select few girls to attend
one of her most important pieces of advice. In her time on Capitol Hill, Mrs. Baker learned the
high school at Mercy on scholarship to ensure a brighter future. One
importance of bringing people together, living by the motto, “We don’t burn bridges, we build
thing that might’ve gotten lost in the excitement is that each and every
them,” which means, in her words, “no matter what, you try to build a bridge with somebody in
girl in attendance at Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women will
order to come together on a issue.” Only two years after Mrs. Baker was in Washington she had
benefit from the leadership learning being integrated into daily lessons,
her big break in politics on the Hill. She says that after being interviewed, she was hired by the
possible electives, and in class activities. This opportunity will only
Republican National Committee as the only woman deputy director, because of a simple act of
make Mercy more accredited and inspire confidence in the powerful
decency -- writing a thank you note. In brief, Mrs. Baker strongly believes, “Building bridges,
young women at Mercy, a goal near to Mrs. Baker’s heart.
thank you notes, and just always being nice to somebody goes all the way from your time at
President Pam Baker, a warm welcome from the Quill and a welcome
Mercy until you’re my age.”
back to Mercy!

Mercy Welcomes Dr. Diodato ‘93 as Dean of
the Middle School
By Emma Raymond

The position of Middle School Dean has been passed on to Dr. Diodato, a
true Mercy girl who is “excited to be back home.” A member of the class of
1993, Ms. Diodato hopes to be a role model to the girls in the middle school
as she strives to live out the Critical Concerns of Mercy. She feels that her
return to Mercy is “a perfect circle” and completely unexpected. The Catholic
education and mindset, acceptance of all people, and the difference of a single
sex school experience is what makes the Circle of Mercy so special to her. The
women’s empowerment provided to students and staff at Mercy is one of her
favorite things about her Alma Mater.
Her plan for the middle school is to further expand this women’s empowerment. She hopes to help nurture each student to feel comfortable and excited
to ask questions and to respect one another, our school, and especially different
viewpoints. The emergence of Mosaics club excites her for this very reason!
Above all, she hopes that self-advocacy will shine through because this type of
leadership translates to success in high school, college, and career.
After high school, Ms. Diodato attended the University of Rochester for her
dual undergraduate degree in biology and psychology. As she went through her

four years, she realized she would also be able to earn her master’s degree
in school counseling at age 22.
She then went to work at James Monroe High School teaching Family
Consumer Science, and taught Child Psychology at East High School. She
later went on to be a school counselor at East High School.
After she worked in the Rochester City School District for several
years she went back to school at University of Buffalo (while continuing
to work) where she earned her doctorate in education, leadership, and
policy.
Along with being able to study diversity and sociology in these environments, she was able to use the Mercy Critical Concerns as her guide.
For her dissertation, she studied the role of school counselors in urban
education and how their roles change and develop.
Her years at Mercy and experiences at East have shaped her into the
person she is today.

Photo courtesy of Mr. Carro
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What the 4% Really Means
By Lily Conlan

Midterms are the crux of the first semester for Mercy
students, between keeping up with assignments, setting
academic goals, and balancing expectations. Every student
is different in her learning- style, interest level, and goals,
which means that when it comes to preparation for exams, students’ shared problems and/or struggles cannot be
generalized. In the mix of it all, whether it’s senior year or
your first year of high school, midterms are the ultimate test
of procrastination for some. Procrastination. The word that
seems to have increased in popularity ever since the first
day of high school. For those who struggle with time-management, busy schedules, exceeding pressure to come out
on top, or maintain their GPA, midterms might mean a lot
things, both good and bad.
When is the right time to begin studying, how much
studying is enough, or how to prepare for multiple midterms

without doing everything all at once, are a few of the many
questions that can feel overwhelming to think about. Finding
ways to deal with the stress that comes along with midterms
and other exams is essential to a student’s well being.
During midterm week, Mercy seniors Natalie Laiosa and
Carly Fanning brought in therapy animals as a part of their
MOTTO project to help students destress. Another way to
deal with stress from exams is to simply step away, take
a study break, and rejuvenate. Mercy Service offered that
study break during midterm week at Cameron Community
Ministries and The Legacy, which gave students an opportunity to relax and give back at the same time. Also, forming
study groups is a fun and proactive way to deal with stress,
instead of studying alone. Most importantly, midterms are
4% of your grade and are only a representation of what
you’ve learned so far, which leaves room for improvement

for the rest of the school year.
Mercy students, look at all you’ve learned and struggled with in the first semester under an equal light because
success and failure don’t define who you are, who you can
become, or what you are capable of in the current moment
and in your future endeavors. This first semester you might
have experienced academic setbacks that were discouraging,
or maybe it was solid semester of stellar grades. Whether it
was one or the other, holistically speaking, failures are an
essential part of one’s mindset even more so than successes. Throughout life challenges will continue to arise, and
discovering your own personal strength to persevere and
overcome what seems to be the worse thing to happen yet
is powerful. Lastly, hone your strengths and overcome your
weaknesses, but always remember that grades do not define
the extraordinary individual you are!

The Odd Couple Character Analysis
By Isabella Kunde

Every spring Mercy puts on a lovely spring drama that
is sure to entertain every audience member. This year
the Performing Arts Department proudly presented Neil
Simon’s The Odd Couple (The Female Version). This
comedy made audience members laugh the night away,
with its outstanding cast and ever-supportive director,
Megan Camacho-Bianchi. The cast included Katrina Olson
as Florence Unger, the attractive, very well-groomed, and
neat roommate. She has just broken up with her husband,
and has no sense of humor, at least about herself. Alice
Camaione played Olive Madison, a successful television
producer who is intelligent and wisecracking with a great
sense of humor. She is a complete slob, quite the opposite
of her roommate, Florence. Nellie Cotrupe played Sylvie,
who is desperately trying to quit smoking, so sucks on a
lollipop. She has a great sense of humor, especially about
her husband, and is pregnant in the last scene of the show.
Julia Leahy played Mickey, a police officer who is very

down-to-earth, plain-spoken, and has a good understanding of people. Ariana Zane played Renee, who is Sylvie’s
best friend. She can be very plain-spoken, especially
when she points out Olive’s failings as a hostess, and then
Florence’s! Brianna Whittemore played Vera, who is very
sweet and very nice but somewhat spacey. Although she is
quite smart, she is always a step or two behind her friends.
Emma Grace Wade and Lily Greco played two very vivacious brothers, Manolo and Jesus Costazuela. They are both
very emotional and are dating Florence and Olive. This
show was extremely entertaining!

Photos courtesy of Mr. Carro.

College Fair Brings Mercy Middle School
Alumnae Back to
Participates in AMC 8
Mercy
By Isabel Ament

By Elizabeth Meisenzahl
On Friday January 4, alumnae from the class of 2018 returned to Mercy to
speak with current students about the colleges they attend. This event was Mercy’s first annual Holiday Social for recent alumnae, which included a college
fair for Mercy students followed by a luncheon with the Counseling Department.
“The networking piece is so important for our students,” said Mrs. Purcell,
who organized the event. For Mrs. Purcell and Mrs. Ralph, who worked together
to reach out to alumnae, this was an opportunity to allow alumnae to share their
college experiences with current students and maintain graduates’ relationship
with Mercy. “We look for many opportunities to invite our alumnae back to
Mercy and this was a chance for them to share what it was like adjusting to
freshman year of college with our current students,” said Mrs. Purcell.
The event also functioned as a resource for the Counseling Department,
which surveyed returning graduates to find out what advice would be helpful
to current Mercy students before they apply to college and what aspects of
Mercy they most missed as graduates. “It was interesting to hear that what the
majority of them missed the most was their teachers,” said Mrs. Purcell. “They
also missed the sisterhood and relationships with friends that they had here at
Mercy.”
Current students also gained the opportunity to find out information about
colleges to which they have already applied or might apply in the future from
former Mercy students who had completed a semester there. “the current students liked the idea of having the opportunity to get some perspective from their
peers on the colleges they are interested in,” said Mrs. Purcell.
Although this was only the first event of its kind at Mercy, the Counseling
Department is hopeful to hold a similar one in the future. “The alumnae that
attended were very appreciative and gracious, and offered to come back and do
it again sometime,” said Mrs. Purcell.

Since early in the year, talented mathematicians grades 6-8 from around the Mercy middle
school have been meeting early on Tuesday mornings with Mrs. Lawniczak to practice math with a
University of Rochester math professor, Mr. Geba. These middle school students were graced with
the opportunity to take part in a national math competition, the American Math Competition 8, also
known as the AMC 8.
The girls have not only been meeting early, but also practicing either independently or in smaller
groups with problems from former AMC 8 tests. To illustrate the caliber of difficulty of these problems, listed below is an AMC 8 problem from the year 2018.
How many perfect cubes lie between 2^8 +1 and 2^18 + 1, inclusive?
(A) 4 		
(B) 9 		
(C) 10
(D) 57
(E) 58
Answer can be found at the end of this article.
This math competition took place on November 13, and had a total of 25 multiple choice math,
logic, or algebra questions, each counting for one point. The test is scored in an unusual way. If a
participant is to get something wrong, it does not count against them. Instead, every question right
earns one point.
Mercy students excelled at this test, the highest score being a whopping twelve out of twenty-five
points, earned by Ioana Geba who is an eighth grade student.
This competition and overall math season was a very exciting opportunity for middle school
students, and many people are hoping that this chance will occur again next year!
The answer is E) 58!
We compute 2 to the eighth power plus one as 257. We're all familiar with what 6 to the 3rd power
is, namely 216, which is too small. The smallest cube greater than it is 7 to the third power = 343.2
to the 18th power. 2 to the 18th power plus 1 is too large to calculate, but we notice that 2 to the 18th
power = (2 to the 6th power) to the third power + 64 to the third power, which therefore clearly will
be the largest cube less than 2 to the 18th power plus 1. Therefore, the required number of cubes is
64 - 7 + 1 = (E) 58
Quote taken directly from AMC 8 test writers
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OLM Observations: Inspiration From Those
Sharing a February Birth Month!

By Laura Giugno

Welcome to February, the month of love and extreme temperature swings! And it is going
to be “the best of times” and “the worst of times,” “the age of wisdom” and “the age of foolishness” for people born in February. Just kidding! It is looking like it will be a great month for all
of the February birthdays. And it is the perfect time to dust off the typewriter and begin to start
your masterpiece. After all, Charles Dickens was also born in February. Don’t feel like creating
a literary work of genius? How about you clean your paint brushes then and get creative with
art. Perhaps you could pay homage to American ideals in your creation, just as Norman Rockwell, also a February birthday, did.
Feeling lucky? You should! This is the perfect time to try something new and daring that
you have always wanted to do. “Lucky Lindbergh” certainly was quite successful when he
took a risk and a solo flight over the Atlantic Ocean, proving that those born in February
really do have phenomenal luck. If you want the thrill of a dare without having to find a spare
airplane lying around, perhaps you would prefer to save Gotham City and fight villainy in your
spare time. You’d be in good company, as Batman was also born in February. To the Batmobile!
After all of that heroism, you might be getting Loki tired of saving everyone and turn your
sights on world domination instead (or at least ruling Asgard). You wouldn’t be the first: I’m
sure that Tom Hiddleston, another person born in February, felt that way when signing on to
play Loki. Want to still have a Marvel-ous time without having to turn evil? Try to channel
your telekinetic powers, just as Elizabeth Olsen, also born in February, did when she signed to

play Wanda Maximoff (Scarlet Witch). Let’s just hope that no one snaps in your vicinity if that
is the route that you want to take.
Perhaps becoming a superhero or supervillain doesn’t sound very appealing to you. Maybe
all you want to do is belt out a tune and “trip a little light fantastic” with Jack. Well, there is
some very good news for you! Emily Blunt, the new Mary Poppins, was born in February
too. This can give you the chance that you have been longing for to brush up on your “leary”
speak!
Well, that certainly was fun! But you might want to consider some serious matters, too.
This month is a great time to get involved in politics, as former President Reagan, former
President George Washington, and former President Abraham Lincoln did. You might even
find yourself wanting to shout President Reagan’s challenge, “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this
wall!” Unfortunately, that was a issue in the late 1980s and thus would be considered a little
outdated today. And whatever you do, do not speak for a long period of time outside without
your overcoat on. After all, you want your political term to be much longer than the thirty day
term of February born William Henry Harrison.
Wow! This has certainly been an exciting month, hasn’t it? Feel a Volta of energy to your
system and be prepared for a wonderful month. And, yes, the inventor of the electric battery,
Alessandro Volta, was born in February. Happy birthday from the Quill staff!

Juniors Attend College Planning Day
By Laura Giugno

The air is cold, the snow is falling, the seniors are waiting anxiously to get their letters of acceptance: all signs that it is time for the juniors to begin to plan their own college application journeys.
On January 28, the juniors of Our Lady of Mercy travelled off campus to St. John Fisher College
to learn about the process that is looming on all of their horizons: college applications. The day
started out with general information about college and a short welcome speech given by Ms. Katie
Burke, the admissions counselor assigned to Mercy. The students were then split off into groups to
discuss future goals and dreams, the Common Application, and Mercy’s College Planning Guide,
a handy guidebook to navigating the rough waters of college admissions. The students also heard
from another Fisher admissions counselor, Mr. Jose Ramos, who gave them tips for completing a
resume and writing a college essay. The students enjoyed the food at the Fisher Dining Hall, getting
that first taste of what college food is actually going to be like.
The day continued in a large group presentation featuring wise advice from Profes-

sor Ahmed, mother of junior Maheen Ahmed. Professor Ahmed gave the students tips on how to
succeed in college and told them about her own journey through college, and how she found the
profession that would make her happy. Students also heard from four current Fisher students (three
of whom were Mercy graduates) on the college experience. All four answered students’ questions
on how they found the right college for them and how they were handling their first few years of
college. The day ended with an amusing, but very informative, demonstration on how to act during
an interview. There was some role playing to demonstrate the different ways to approach an interview, making for a memorable experience. Overall, the juniors had a lovely day at St. John Fisher
that helped to prepare them to take the first steps towards college admissions and sending in the best
application possible. Thank you to the Mercy counselors and the staff at St. John Fisher for making
this day possible!

Left:
Exploring St. John
Fisher! Photo courtesy of Lily Conlan. Above: The juniors
smile for a picture on their special day! Photo courtesy of Mr. Carro.

Middle School Character Counts is Back!
By Emily Richards

This year, Our Lady Of Mercy’s middle school
faculty decided to bring the Character Counts
awards back. The awards are given in a monthly
assembly to students who have demonstrated a featured character trait. The character trait for February
was responsibility. The winners of February’s Responsibility Award were Isabella D’Anna, Lauren
Cicoria and Molly Topa. A small production was
also put on by a few students, demonstrating the
character trait for next month. The character trait
for March is mercy. Every month there will be a
new production presented to show examples of how
people should represent that month’s trait.
Students are also recognized for their academic efforts. One student from each grade level was
awarded an effort award in each subject area. The
students recognized this month were Ava Garrity,
Katie Mor, Kate Pelletier, Madeline Oleksyn, Camryn St. John, Lilah Anderson, Sophie Brown, Sofia

Dvonch, Molly LiVecchi, Ava Verdi, Sophie Bonacci, Sophia Cellura, Louisa Morris, Brianna Cafarelli, Ella Sciortino, Liv Reina, Serena Chau, Maddie
Thomas, Autumn Wilson, Julia D’Anza, Maddie
Mason, Abigail Epstein, Tori Short, Gabriella Fornuto, Katherine Longuil, Gabriella Brongo, Frankie
Larry, Julia Schnell, and Ava Papdakous.
According to a few past recipients of these
awards, including Katia Moldoch and Ella Pratt,
girls feel honored to receive these awards and are
planning to aim for next month’s award as well.
Other students who did not receive a certificate
are planning to work harder towards next month’s
award with the knowledge that their efforts may be
recognized in this special way. Overall, the middle
school student body now looks forward to these
monthly meetings and award ceremonies. If you
see any of the recipients, make sure to congratulate
them!

The receipents of the January Character Counts Awards pose for a group photo.
Photo courtesy of Mr. Carro.

Seniors Move
Forward with
Motto Projects on
Motto Day
By Julia Cilano

The Motto project is one of the most
famous, difficult, and complicated facets
of the life of a Mercy senior. However,
thanks to staggered due dates and ample
support from the Motto coaches, tireless
Motto director, Mrs. Decosse, as well as
Motto Days like the one on January 28,
the Motto project becomes much easier
to manage and a much more enjoyable
experience.
The seniors began their day with an
assembly in the auditorium led by Mrs.
Decosse. In order to frame the day and
offer guidance to the students’ work,
Mrs. Decosse offered three questions
from which the seniors could evaluate
their projects in progress: “What is my
greatest area of need right now,” “What
is holding me back from completing
my Motto project,” and “What is one
goal I can set for myself and accomplish
today?” With these questions in mind,
and after a presentation about how to
make a thorough yet succinct Motto
presentation, the seniors went off to
several workshops. Most elected to work
individually, or with their partner if they
had one, and after working for an hour,
they took a break for lunch. After lunch,

the seniors learned about the letter to the
panelists, an important step of the Motto
presentation. Subsequently there was
another hour long workshop session. The
second round of workshops was as quiet
as the first, with most of the class working individually on their projects, until a
final assembly wrapped up the day.
It was during that final assembly
when the class evaluated its progress
after a day working exclusively on their
projects. Some seniors drafted their
letters to the panelists, some made their
presentations, some journaled and researched, and some reached out to local
organizations to get their Motto action
planned. The Motto Day on January 28
was extremely useful to many seniors,
and many left school feeling much more
comfortable with their projects than
when they entered it. With the help of
Mrs. Decosse, the Motto coaches, and
the Motto work days scattered between
the beginning of the year and Motto Day
itself, the Motto project loses much of its
reputation of stress and horror. The project just needs time, dedication, energy,
and creativity.

Motto Project
Highlight:
Embracing School
Diversity
By A’shanti Muhammad and
The Quill Editorial Staff

Students experience discrimination based on race in schools around
the world every day. This is a critical
problem facing our nation. Motto is the
perfect opportunity to explore this issue,
and A’shanti Muhammad is focusing her
project on under-representation of African American students in some areas of
education as well as diversity in schools.
The project highlights the Mercy critical
concern of racism and the Mercy core
values of justice-making and hospitality.
Discrimination experienced in a
school environment negatively affects the students targeted greatly. It is
imperative that no student ever feels put
down or as if he or she does not have a
voice, especially due to his or her race.
Muhammad’s Motto project looks to find
ways to address this issue.
Research shows that the United
States has become one of the most

diverse nations, with every nationality
of the world represented. However, the
country is divided by class, privilege,
discrimination, and power, and access
to power still falls along the color line.
Education is one of the nation’s most
significant social institutions and the
institution where the color line appears
most.
Muhammad’s Motto project is to
host an event called “The Power and
Impact of Colors”, which will be a
discussion night allowing students,
especially minority students, to speak
out on discrimination in schools. It will
be filled with lots of activities, games,
and open minds, allowing voices to be
heard and reminding students that they
are wonderful exactly the way they are.
It is grounded in the belief that students
are the future and can change the world
for the better!
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Media Center Introduces
Audiobooks With Tales2go
By Amanda Folwell

Audiobooks are rapidly becoming a popular
source for literature. According to the Edison Research 2018 report, about 44% of Americans have
listened to an audiobook before, and as technology
improves, it is estimated that that number will continue to rise.
It makes perfect sense for Mercy to join this
trend, especially given the numerous benefits of
audiobooks and performances.
Our Lady of Mercy recently acquired a subscription to an audiobook streaming site called Tales2go.
Every student and faculty member has access to this
resource, only needing to enter in their Mercy email
and the universal password of “mercyhs” to find
themselves completely immersed in a world of not
just audiobooks, but speeches, music, and meditation playlists. It can be used on up to three different

devices (requiring the Tales2go app for mobile
devices), so it truly is “tales to go.”
Keeping up with the trend wasn’t the only motive
behind getting Tales2go. It has been suggested that
reading and listening to works of literature aids with
comprehension, especially with writers like Shakespeare and Dickens where the tone or the stress of
the word or sentence can completely change the
meaning. Tales2go also offers stories in French and
Spanish, so anyone wanting to study for their listening comprehension portions for foreign language has
it made.
Tales2go will be a valuable resource for the
Mercy community. To access Tales2go, simply go
to the website tales2go.com and sign in as a student.
After entering the login information, the plethora of
audiobooks is yours to enjoy at any given moment.

Library Assistance Board
Creates Space for Student
Input in Media Center
By Amanda Folwell
There is a new club at Mercy that many don’t
advertise them, too, and how to draw in new readknow about, but everyone has seen. This club is the
ers. They also design the layout of Media Center
Library Assistance Board for Students (or “LABS,”
study spaces to maximize comfort and minimize
for short), and this club is responsible for a lot of
stress. Ultimately, they want to increase interaction
the decorations
between the student body
in and around the
and the numerous resourcMedia Center,
es the Media Center has
amongst other
to offer.
things.
Additionally, these girls
LABS was
also want to demonstrate
started this year
that reading is still fun,
when Mrs. Lora
and that books deserve
Zumchak, our
to be actively discussed
local librarian,
between students. “I want
realized that, since
people to be talking about
students use the
what books they’re readMedia Center the
ing instead of the latest
most, the students
episode of the newest
should have input This case was designed by LABS members and is outshow all the time,” said
on the books that side the library! Photo courtesy of Lola DeAscentiis.
junior Pat Salcido.
are ordered and
“I hope that by inhow study spaces should look. Students from a
creasing student interaction with the Media Center,
broad range of grade levels, middle schoolers and
students will be able to make time to read a little
high schoolers, immediately took to this club.
easier now,” said sophomore Ilsa Kloiber. “Reading
This club does more than just cutting out
really helps me relax, and I hope that students will
paper and gluing things together. These students
feel less stressed if they do, too.”
are perceptive, and figure out exactly what books
other Mercy girls want to read. They know how to

D&C Editor Visits Mercy
By Lola DeAscentiis

to always be adaptable because although the way peoOn February 15, AP Literature students and The
ple receive information may always be changing, the
Quill’s editors, writers, and photographers were given
interest in journalism and the press is not. In addition
the opportunity to meet with the Managing Editor of
the Democrat and Chronicle,
Michael Kilian. A former student of Mr. Baynes, Kilian grew
up in Fairport and first became
interested in journalism while
working on his high school and
college newspapers. Although
he majored in chemistry in
college, he quickly discovered
his passion for journalism and
would often find himself spending more time on the college
publication than his actual
school work! Today, he is a very
accomplished journalist that
currently works as the Managing Editor for the Democrat and
Chronicle.
The Quill editors and writers smile for a picture with Michael Kilian. Photo
During a brief meeting, The
courtesy of Mr. Baynes.
Quill staff had the chance to ask
Kilian questions about his career
and gain insight on what it is like to be a journalist in
today’s world. He shared that with today’s technology,
the way people receive information is different than it
was just twenty years ago and that paper copies of the
newspaper are becoming less popular. His advice was

to the meeting, Kilian spoke to two of Mr. Baynes’ AP
Literature classes in the morning, which was also a
great opportunity. The Quill staff would like to thank
Kilian for giving us his time and advice; it was great to
learn from him!

Scholastic Book Fair Back Again at Mercy!
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By Amanda Folwell

Some of you may remember what the Media Center was like
last February the week before break. The tables in the center were
rearranged to make way for the beloved Scholastic Book Fair that
many students--and even teachers--fondly remember from years
before. After a successful run in 2018, the book fair was back for
2019.
Lasting three days, this year’s Scholastic Book Fair was an
immense success, drawing from all grade levels (and even some
faculty members!) first thing in the morning or during Advisement. A wide variety of books were available from many genres,

ranging from books about dogs to books about popular cartoons.
Beyond the books, many knick-knacks and fandom-themed items
were also for sale. Would anyone like a Harry Potter wand?
Mercy’s reasoning to keep holding the Book Fair is, quite
simply, because students love it. It also encourages more reading
among students, and gives some students who are taking long
trips during February break something to do while they travel. For other students, it’s just a way to stock up on books for
the rest of the winter season, plus getting started for the spring
reading season. Overall, the Scholastic Book Fair is enjoyable for

everyone.
The Scholastic Book Fair proves itself to be a timeless tradition that many Mercy students hold close to their hearts. The
sheer number of students seen wandering through the fair and
intensely inspecting each table, shrieking and calling their friends
over when they find something they like, and standing in line
with their items and a huge smile are proof of that. Perhaps we
will see the Scholastic Book Fair again next February?

Mercy students enjoy what the Scholastic Book Fair has to offer.
Photos courtesy of Amanda Folwell.

Can you guess which faculty members’ baby pictures these are?
Use the clues to figure it out, and find the answer in next month’s
issue of The Quill!
By Lola DeAscentiis and Emma Raymond

I love to read Harry Potter, and Jane Austen too!
I have danced since I was three years old, now it’s Zumba that I do!
I enjoy traveling and exploring, to the Vatican City I once flew!

Surprised or not, I love to listen to 90s rock!
Shop till I drop, hoping to get some new outfits for me and my tot,
Stopping for my favorite, a bagel from my most favorite bagel shop.
Going back home to my favorite pup, whose saintly demeanor always keeps my spirits up.

Last month’s answers!

Ms. Geen

Ms. Plummer

Senior Julia Cilano Discusses Critical
Concerns Through Slam Poetry in Motto
Project
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By Julia Cilano
This spring, the Mercy community has the opportunity yet
again to celebrate poetry during its 2nd Annual Mercy Poetry
Slam. The return of the poetry slam is part of Julia Cilano’s
Motto Project, focusing on promoting the voices of women and
the discussion of social change through performance poetry. As
a continuation of Grace Taylor and Emily Davis’s Motto Project from last year, Cilano has been running Slam Poetry Club
and furthering its message by reaching out to and connecting
with organizations like 13Thirty Cancer Connect and St.
Lawrence School. Through her Motto Project, Cilano hopes to
encourage self expression, respect and empathy for others, and
a positive attitude towards conversations about how the world
is and how it can change.
To elaborate, slam poetry is a kind of poetry that is written
to be performed. More often than not, it’s in the common
vernacular of day to day language instead of being heavily
laden with big words and deep meanings that arise after hours
of study. Slam poetry is meant to stun, surprise, enlighten, or
amuse its audience while holding its constant attention. A slam
poet usually has their poems memorized, and they rely on their
delivery, posture, and body language to tell their stories. Addi-

tionally, slam poets can perform as individuals, in pairs, or in
larger teams, and in either competitive or creative poetry events

“Cilano hopes to encourage self
expression, respect and empathy for
others, and a positive attitude towards
conversations about how the world is
and how it can change.”
called poetry slams. Generally speaking, slam poetry is a very
flexible style of poetry that prizes above all else the connection
between the poet and the audience.
Cilano’s Motto Action has involved running Slam Poetry
Club and its monthly meetings, organizing a lesson for the
second and third graders of St. Lawrence School, and working

with 13Thirty Cancer Connect to plan workshops. 13Thirty
Cancer Connect is an organization founded in 2001 to support
adolescents and young adults, or AYAs, who have cancer and
their families. With its mission to help AYAs enhance their
self esteem and coping skills, to provide support through each
step of their cancer experience, and to promote and advocate for more age-appropriate care options for patients and
survivors, 13Thirty Cancer Connect has gained international
recognition for its progress, success, and achievements. By
introducing slam poetry to 13Thirty, Cilano hopes to be able to
help 13Thirty in its mission to provide respectful, caring, and
universal support for young people and their families.
The last part of Cilano’s Motto Action, the 2nd Annual
Mercy Poetry Slam, will be held on March 8th, International
Women’s Day, at 7PM in the Media Center. This poetry slam
will be creative, not competitive, and it will focus on celebrating slam poetry and its influence. Slam poetry is a constantly
evolving and improving genre of poetry; with the contribution
of Mercy’s upcoming poetry slam, students can share and
partake in a new artform that is sparking societal change all
over the world.

Mercy Robotics Set For Great Accomplishments
By Lily Conlan

Robotics Club is an innovative club for all Mercy girls interested
in expanding their knowledge and abilities in aspects of science and
engineering. The club is associated with FIRST, which has an environment where students are able to cultivate a mindset of hard work
through team building, turning the impossible into possible. The
meetings consist of the student teams programming and building
robots that will compete against other teams in a designated district.
The members of the robotics club not only have access to a STEM
program, but also a chance to be mentored by engineers, teachers,
and business professionals that volunteer their time to help the
student teams grow in knowledge and life skills. Robotics members
currently involved have described the club as one of the most fun
and captivating experiences they’ve had at Mercy. For any Mercy
girls interested in joining robotics, the club is open for all high

school grades. It is a great opportunity for students with interests in
pursuing science because members of robotics are eligible to apply
for college scholarships, and ultimately is a fun time to gather in
knowledge and fun.
The robotic team’s strengths and traits are attributed to the
spirit of young pioneering and sisterhood, which forms during their
building season. The build season occurs for around six weeks, when
the team has to build their robots with a specific skill to complete a
task that was given to them at the beginning of last month. Soon, the
robotics team will be attending and competing in RIT’s Finger Lakes
Regional Competition for its 15th anniversary on March 14th-16th
and also the Cleveland’s Buckeye Regionals on March 28th-30th.
Good luck to Robotics Club in the upcoming competitions!

Mercy Student Rally Against Abortion at
March for Life
By Grace Kurzweil

On January 18 Mercy high school students
traveled to Washington, D.C. to participate in
the 2019 March for Life, a nonviolent protest
to support life. The main concern of those in
the March for Life is abortion, which contradicts their pro-life values.
This year, the march was kicked off by
a live recording of a Ben Shapiro show,
followed by music and presenters along the
sidewalk, or “Sidewalk Prophets,” then a
rally, and finally the march itself. As marchers arrived in Washington, D.C., the leaders
of the march emphasized the nonviolence of
the protest, encouraging marchers to avoid
littering, and to be respectful and loving to all
those around them, even those who disagree.
The organizers of the march were determined
to hold the event despite the government shutdown, stating, “We have marched for 45 years
and will march again to end the human rights
abuse of abortion” (www.marchforlife.org).
Such resilience demonstrates the marchers’
true passion for the pro-life cause.
Along with McQuaid and Siena students,
there were many Mercy students new to attending the march, and they also enjoyed visiting the Basilica, Senate House, and Capitol
building. Twenty Mercy students supported
life through the march, but they also bonded

with each other in the process.
This year was sophomore Amy Brennan’s
first time at the March for Life. “I loved every
second of it!” she said about her experience.
“While at the Senate, I heard some people
tell their stories about their experiences with
abortion and it was really interesting to hear
them.” Brennan hopes that other Mercy
students will continue to attend the March
for Life in upcoming years, saying, “I would
definitely encourage everyone to go! It was
all so amazing, and I really enjoyed meeting
other people who went on the march. Even
though it was only a two-day trip, I got to see
so much of D.C. and the march was great to
be at because I got to see other people who
support the same things I do.”
During the weekend of January 18, the
March for Life committee also organizes other
events in Washington, D.C. to encourage prolife ideas, including the March for Life Youth
Rally, the March for Life Expo, and the Rose
Dinner.
This year, the March for Life made a
significant impact on the Mercy students in
attendance, and they encourage other students
to follow in their footsteps.

Left: Mercy students pose for
a picture outside the National
cathedral. Photo courtesy of
Kelly Ferris.
Below: Students protest for an
end to abortion. Photo courtesy
of Amy Brennan.
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Mercy Basketball Played Strong in Sectionals
By Julia Spagnola

The Mercy Varsity Basketball team closed out a successful regular
season, capping off the schedule with a victorious win over East High
School on Wednesday February 13. The Monarchs finished with a 15-5
record on the season. Heading into the sectional tournament, they captured a sixth overall seed in the girls Class AA large school division.
On Saturday February 16 Mercy kicked-off sectional competition,
facing the Warriors of Webster Schroeder. The Monarchs were victorious,
beating Schroeder by a score of 52-37 and advancing to the quarterfinal
round.
The following Thursday February 21 the team headed to Webster

Ski Team Takes the
Sectional Slopes
By Elizabeth Meisenzahl
On Wednesday February 13, Mercy’s ski team competed in sectional finals
at Swain Ski Resort.They finished with Mercy’s five individual scorers in each
event contributing to the team score.
In the Slalom race, Mary Cahn-Hidalgo finished in 19th out of 78 racers with
a combined time of 1:26.9 for both runs. Finishing behind her for Mercy were
Natalie Rivoli in 33rd place, Sydney Carlo in 38th place, Georgia Spatorico in
43rd place, and Clementine Matzky in 49th place.
In the Grand Slalom race, Mary Cahn-Hidalgo again led the way for Mercy
with a 25th place finish for a total time of 1:30.64 from both runs. Also scoring
for Mercy were Georgia Spatorico in 33rd place, Sydney Carlo in 44th place,
Natalie Rivoli in 48th place, and Clementine Matzky in 55th place.

Thomas High School where they took on the Titans in an exhilarating matchup. After a closely contested first half, the Monarchs came back fighting,
defeating Thomas by a score of 37-33.
Mercy moved on to the semi-final round of the Class AA Section V
tournament where they fell to the number one seeded Penfield Patriots 61-53.
The game served as a rematch of last year’s sectional semi-final, where Mercy
defeated Penfield 73-66 in front of a sold-out crowd. The Quill was there and
will do a full sectional wrap-up from the Mercy Varsity Basketball team as
well as the rest of winter sports in our next issue.

Mercy Girls
Prepare for Guyana
Service Trip
By Julia Spagnola
During April 2017, several Our Lady of Mercy
students travelled to Guyana, South America under
the guidance of Mercy Service Coordinator Therese
Randazzese. There, Mercy girls served in orphanages, lent a hand at the Red Cross Convalescent Home,
and worked alongside the Sisters of Mercy of Guyana in a week-long trip. This spring break, Mercy
students will again be taking the journey to Guyana,
this time lead by math teacher Shawna Melton and
Mercy parent Mrs. Deutsch, mother of Michaela
Deutsch ‘19. Michaela, the only returning traveler from the 2017 trip, has been vital in providing
input about Guyanese culture and leading monthly
community building meetings. This year, 13 girls
will be heading to Guyana along with the 2 adult
chaperones. The group will also be travelling alongside Sr. Jenny Wilson, RSM and 8 Mercy girls from
Mount Mercy Academy in Buffalo. They all depart
together Tuesday April 16 from Toronto and will
return Tuesday April 23. They will also be celebrating the Easter holiday with the people of Guyana, a
very anticipated and reverent time for the Guyanese.
Easter is often commemorated with a variety of

fun events, such as an annual kite festival which
Mercy students will be able to take part in first-hand
Besides participating in celebrations, Mercy girls
will also share compassionate service with the children of Guyana, visiting places like St. John Bosco
Orphanage and St. Anne’s Orphanage. They will
learn about medical aid in Guyana at the St. Joseph
Mercy Hospital and with the Sisters of Mercy who
work there. At monthly community building meetings, Guyana travelers are slowly learning about the
Guyanese ways of life and what types of things they
will encounter during their travels. Mercy junior
Devyani Budhnarian, a native of Guyana, shared a
wealth of information on topics like Guyanese food,
dress, and faith. Mercy girls have kept journals with
them where they are currently logging the preparation process and where they plan to reflect on the
many things they will encounter on the service trip.
In the meantime, the Guyana group is prepping their
passports, getting immunizations, packing their
bags, and growing closer together before they depart
in April. The Quill will cover their journey as well
as include student reflections in our May issue.

The Mercy Alpine Ski Team poses for a group photo at sectional competition.
Photo courtesy of Sydney Carlo.

Volunteers enjoying last
year’s Guyana trip! Photos
courtesy of Mrs. Randazzase
Mary Cahn Hidalgo heading down the slopes. Photo courtesy of Amy BrawdyCarlo.

Club Highlight: Speech and Debate Team
By Laura Giugno and Emma Raymond

This past year, the Mercy speech and debate team has become a force to be reckoned with at
local tournaments! This year’s team consists of Rory Herrema, Laura Giugno, Emma Raymond,
Shannon Ruppert, Elizabeth Anania, Amy Yu, and Caroline Dejoy. These girls have participated
in events in speech and debate, some for the first time! Laura, Rory, Emma, and Shannon have
all qualified for the states tournament in April! So why join speech and debate? Well, first of
all, it is a great way to strengthen public speaking skills along with immersing yourself in world
issues. An example of a resolution that you might receive would be: The illegal use of drugs
ought to be treated as a matter of public health, not criminal justice, the topic for the Lincoln-Douglas debate tournaments in March and April. The March topic for Public-Forum debate
is much more policy and fact based: The United States should promote the development of market rate housing in urban neighborhoods. Public forum, Lincoln- Douglas debate, and extemporaneous speech allow you to research both sides of a current topic or issue. If your interests lie
more in dramatic performance, similar to theatre, then speech events such as duo interpretation
and declamation are great options.
Speech and Debate is also a great way to make friends that share similar interests in policy or

drama. Local tournaments are a fun opportunity to compete against local students and befriend
them, along with learning from their unique styles and skill sets. Speech and Debate offers members the chance to work individually on improving her own event and collaboratively learning
from other members of the team.
Speech and Debate also looks great on college applications. An article on the Harvard-Westlake Debate Team site discusses the value of debate in many areas of a teenager’s life and the
effect that it can have on college admissions. Debate can also help students to improve their
interviewing skills by helping them to learn to articulate their thoughts and opinions clearly and
persuasively. This ability is very important to develop before adulthood, as it is essential for
advocating for oneself and communicating with others.
No matter what reason you might want to join, you are welcome to join the team to grow in
your argumentation and speaking skills. Thank you to Ms. McAdoo and Ms. Zajac for moderating this club and providing the mentorship and support to help the team members grow and
improve!

Welcome New Mercy Staff!
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Photos courtesy of
Lola DeAscentiis.

Welcome Mrs. Van Damme!

Welcome Ms. Koenig !

1. How have you been enjoying your time at Mercy thus far?
I really enjoy working at Mercy. It’s been wonderful getting to know the students, parents, faculty and staff at the
school. I work in the perfect location where I am able to get to know the students in all grade levels. I’ve made a lot
of connections and have been so humbled by the warm welcoming I’ve received from everyone at Mercy.

Ms. Koenig is our administrative assistant here at Mercy. She
chose this position because she loves working in education. However,
if she hadn’t discovered her love of education, she would have been
an architect.
After coming to Mercy, Ms. Koenig discovered that she loved the
happy and motivating energy that creates an environment in which
she loves to be. Her days fly by because of her love for her job and
the positive work environment.
Ms. Koenig is currently attending Excelsior College in Albany as
she took some time off to travel when she was younger.
When she isn’t working at Mercy, Ms. Koenig can be found either
hiking, making music, being crafty, or hanging out with family.
She also loves to play with her two cats, Jackson and Taco.
Jackson is fluffy and white while Taco is a tuxedo cat who weighs 20
pounds.

By Mackenzie Yaddaw

By Laura Giugno

2. What is your favorite part of your job?
My favorite part of this position is two-fold. First, I really enjoy getting to know so many new people, both students
and staff, as well as reconnecting with people from my past. Working at Mercy has given me an opportunity to see
people I worked with when I first moved to the area, such as Fr. Bob Werth. The other benefit of working at Mercy
is being able to see my daughters Avery (class of 2024) and Annika (class of 2025) on a daily basis. Their smiles and
warm “hellos” brighten my day. These girls and their friends are so sweet and always happy to say “hi.” It means the
world to me to have this connection to my daughters and to be a valued part of their lives.
3. Do you have a favorite Mercy tradition that stood out to you?
There are so many traditions that make Mercy exceptional. It’s difficult to choose one because these traditions
are part of the reason we chose Mercy for our daughters. However, I do love the Golden Mass. Perhaps it’s my
connection to Fr. Bob, or seeing the generosity of the Mercy families, or the awe and tears of the parents who are so
grateful to send their children to Mercy, or the feeling of Christ being fully present in our school; in combination, it’s
a tradition that pulls at the heart and awakens the soul to the real meaning of Christmas.
4. What made you decide to come to Mercy?
I believe the decision to work at Mercy really came through the guidance of the Holy Spirit. I was working two
part-time positions last year and I wanted a full-time position during the hours my children are in school. I realized
the best way to do this was to look for a job in their school. I had worked as a receptionist in the past and really
enjoyed it. The first place I looked was the OLM website and I saw the position for the Main Office Receptionist. I
am friends with Mrs. Wallace and contacted her immediately. Her excitement, encouragement, and love of Mercy
persuaded me to apply; and the rest is history. As my seven-year-old son told me: “You are working right where
you’re supposed to be, Mom. You’re closest to God there.”
5. What school(s) have you graduated from?
I was raised in Rome, NY. I graduated from elementary school at St. Peters
Elementary. After this, I attended Rome Catholic Junior/Senior High
School and graduated in 19--, let’s just say it was a long time ago. I went
to Nazareth College (which is what brought me to Rochester) and graduated many, many, many years ago with a BA in Psychology and a minor in
Philosophy.
6. Do you have any pets?
I love animals. Currently, we have one adorable two-year-old dog named
Clover (a St. Patrick’s Day pup) and one feisty cat named Luna (after Luna
Lovegood). We also have one, small, lone fish in a 55-gallon tank.
7. What are some of your hobbies?
Unfortunately, many of my hobbies have fallen to the wayside. I do enjoy
running, reading, writing, and crafts. I love to bake and I enjoy coaching
my children when the opportunity arises as well.
8. If you could have any other job in the world, what would it be?
This is a difficult question, especially since I just started working at Mercy
four months ago. I do love writing so I have to say a writer. I’ve written articles but trashed a lot of books that I’ve
begun. Maybe one day my brain will come up with the perfect sequence of words to write what’s hidden in the
depths of my soul. Only time will tell.
9. What is one thing that you would like to tell the Mercy community about yourself?
One fact about myself is I’ve always been most proud and most happy when I feel I’m making a difference in the
lives of others. For me that’s when I’m closest in my relationship to God. Oh, and I’m a very emotional person. The
good, the bad, the ugly. I don’t have a good poker face. It’s who I am so I have to embrace it which is much healthier than trying to be someone that I’m not. So if you see me shedding a tear it’s probably because I just watched Pride
and Prejudice for the 100th time and Mr. Darcy’s proposal was finally accepted. It makes my heart skip a beat while
my eyes cry out with joy.
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By Julia Spagnola

“You are a second-semester senior, how does that
feel?”
I am? How can that be possible? And how do I
feel? I have no idea how I feel.
The moments after I scribbled the final answers
on my last midterm as a Mercy student, all I thought
about was going home and getting some sleep. The
fact that it was one of my “lasts” as a Mercy girl was
well beyond my sleep-deprived consciousness.
An unexpected polar vortex paired with a faculty
retreat day brought about a “January break,” providing
lucky students with an unusually long weekend. At 18
years old I still anxiously await snow days, admittedly
following the most peculiar of pre-storm rituals like
wearing white socks to bed or putting ice cubes in the
toilet in hopes of getting a day off from school. But
this winter siesta, things seemed a little different. As I
found myself episodes deep into a Netflix binge, still
wearing my pajamas at three in the afternoon on a
Wednesday, something struck me: my days are numbered.
As seniors, we are so inclined to leave the past behind, to breeze through the present, and to
race towards that big future that waits out there. We plan, we apply to colleges, we countdown the
number of days until the next break, the next milestone on the journey to our journey. Seldom do
we recognize that yes, this year, this moment- it’s all a part of our journey as well. We’re counting
down days we deem as meaningless and avoiding realities we think are just standing in our way.
Yet, in actuality, it’s these moments that someday will bear the most meaning, these realities will
help mold us into the individuals we’re destined to be rather than keeping us from destiny.
So when asked how I feel about being a second-semester senior, I feel a plethora of complicated
emotions. A bit excited, yes. But also scared, nervous, anxious, and a bit apprehensive as well. And

we’re allowed to feel this way. We’re allowed to feel however we want. Our lives will change in
the next six months more than we’ve ever experienced and will probably ever experience.
Our plans may shift, checklists will go unanswered, and holes will form in our preconceived
notions. Unforeseen problems and challenges may arise. I’m beginning to recognize the voice of
reason I’ve been continuously pushing to the back of my occupied mind. There are going to be
bumps in the road. Things won’t make sense. You are going to feel like there is something to prove
to yourself and to others. You won’t know your place- are we still products of the only educational
life we’ve ever known or precursors to the unknowns of higher education? Or maybe we’re just
somewhere stuck in the middle. Suddenly it’s harder to feel like you’re on top of the world.
Our generation also faces a unique set of challenges that weren’t necessarily characteristic of
those who came before us. Words like superscore, CSS profile, Common App, and application
portal weren’t a part of our parents’ teenage dialect. I’ve also come to know a different reality, one
unknown to my mother and father, the cold, hard truth of student loans. We live in a world where
affording college is less like buying a car and more like buying a house. I’ve undergone the rollercoaster of getting into my dream school, only to find it comes with the same price tag as a Ferrari.
Admittedly, I often ask myself if all my hard work was even worth it. That’s such a stupid
thought. If I never went through difficult classes, never joined numerous clubs and activities, or
never went through the laborious college application process, I wouldn’t be the person that I am
today. I wouldn’t have met some of the greatest teachers, forged my most cherished friendships, or
encountered a surplus of memorable experiences either.
This is a time in our lives that we’ve suddenly been thrust into. We cannot fully prepare for
what’s coming; all we know is that it will come. It isn’t reasonable or rational. But we proceed
with the understanding that it will all make sense in the end. Dream school or not, I’ll end up where
I’m supposed to be. This place, these people, these hardships have molded us into the young women who will one day take on the world. So don’t take these days for granted, we don’t get many
more. Keep using them, as we have year after year, to continue to build yourself into the person
you want to be. That much we can control.
Second-semester seniors, you’re on the brink on something great. Best of luck.

