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A Beloved Mercy Tradition: May Day
Honoring Our Mother Mary
By Emma Raymond
May Day is a long cherished Mercy tradition in veneration of Mary. The spirit, personality,
and incredible faith of Mary is celebrated through the recognition of the May Court. The Junior
May Court includes: Trinity Roman Preston and Paige Spiehler as the honor attendants with
Megan Gearinger, Laura Giugno, Kate Holdsworth, Judith Lanahan, Theresa Porter, and Kathryn
Strait as the additional junior attendants. The seniors in attendance include: Julia Cilano, Michaela
Deutsch, Sabrina Dursonova, Savanna Klee, Taylor Loiacono, Kelly Lozy-Lester, and Elizabeth
Meisenzahl. The honor attendants of the senior class are: Taylor Cicoria and Emma Daino with
Sarah Hentschke as crown bearer and Hayley Bronk as proclaimer. Finally, the May Queen for
2019 is Victoria Bogacki. All of these girls were nominated by their peers and the faculty. As a
member of the May Court, they show what it means to be a Mercy Girl, following in the steps of
Our Mother Mary.

May Queen Tori Bogacki ‘19 and Crown Bearer Sarah Hentschke ‘19 following the crowning.

The entire 2019 May Court. Photos courtesy of Mr. Carro
Bogacki’s speech reminded us that part of God’s love is the love we experience toward
each other, which Our Mother Mary truly shows. Mary not only knows how powerful and
amazing God’s love is, but she radiates it both through her example of life on Earth and
in her spirit. Bogacki noted that she has struggled in faith, as all of us do at some point,
and her view of God has changed and taken shape through experiences. Throughout her

challenges in her faith, she found opportunities to explore her beliefs and reflect. She realized
that one thing essential to both God and Mary that we should all try to embody is love. She
brought her speech together with a moving quote from St. Teresa of Avila: “Christ has no body
now but yours. No hands, no feet on Earth but yours. Yours are the eyes through which he looks
compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands
through which he blesses all the world.”
The morning started with a wonderful mass led by Bishop Salvatore Matano and Father Daniel
White. The stage was decorated with gorgeous flowers and photo posters of Mary (courtesy of Mr.
G’s photo students). The room was filled with music. The joy surrounding the day only continued
with mass and the Gospel reading, chosen by the May Queen, which highlighted the visitation
of Mary by her cousin Elizabeth. The ceremony featured the crowning of Mary and a prayer
honoring Mary, her works, and those who continue them today. Congratulations to the ladies
elected onto the May Court; the May Queen, Victoria; Sister Pat for organizing the ceremony; and
for Bishop Matano and Father Daniel White for celebrating the Mass.

Top Five Things to Know About the
Cheryl Speranza Leadership Institute
By Laura Giugno
1. What is the Cheryl Speranza Leadership Institute?
The Leadership Institute is, in the words of Vice Chair Dr. Sharitta Gross, “a world-class,
very unique, one-of-a kind institution; an opportunity for young ladies to receive a privatized
and optimal education.” It tries to create a network to support and nurture future leaders and to
enhance the atmosphere and landscape of Mercy to make it more inclusive. The Institute offers
scholarships to girls from diverse households, particularly focusing on young women of color, to
give them access to a phenomenal Mercy education. These girls are also assigned a community
and peer mentor to help them through the challenging transition and to ensure they flourish at
Mercy.
2. What changes will come from the Leadership Institute?
The Institute will bring some changes to the Mercy student body, enhancing Mercy’s
dedication to student leadership, and to raising the next generation of female leaders. Next year,
there will be new freshman students who are members of the Leadership Institute. There will also
be a new course in the curriculum for incoming freshmen dedicated to teaching leadership. A
focus on leadership will also be woven throughout the current curriculum and there will be some
new books focusing on leadership assigned for summer reading. The enhancements the Institute
will bring to the student body will elevate the spirit of empowerment for all Mercy students
through a diverse and truly inclusive student body.
3. How can you help?
To ensure the success of the Leadership Institute, current Mercy students should welcome
the new students into the Mercy community as we always do. The Mercy community needs to
provide a friendly atmosphere to help these new students flourish. If you would like to get further
involved in the Leadership Institute, Chair Linda Dickey and Vice Chair Dr. Gross welcome
visitors into their office (across from the Counseling Office) to introduce themselves and ask to

get involved. They are particularly looking for current students to be peer mentors for the young
girls who are coming to Mercy in the Institute.
4. When will the Institute start?
The Institute will begin to bring enhancements to the student body starting the first day of
the 2019-2020 school year. The Institute is in the process of recruiting students and will host 5-6
weeks of orientation during the summer to provide an introduction to Mercy. The new leadership
course curriculum for freshmen will also be implemented beginning next year.
5. Who leads the Leadership Institute?
The Chair of the Institute, Mrs. Dickey, worked for ten years as a teacher in the Rochester City
School District prior to becoming the
vice principal of Ithaca, working in
education for a total of 21 years. Mrs.
Dickey is dedicated to creating more
leaders and helping young women
of color close the achievement gap.
The Vice Chair of the Institute, Dr.
Gross, worked as an assistant director
for student development at Rochester
Institute of Technology for 12 years.
Dr. Gross is committed to helping
young people and working to create
equity in education.
Chair Linda Dickey

Vice Chair Dr. Sharitta Gross
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In Guyana: Mercy Girls Share their Experience
By Julia Spagnola
When I first decided to travel to Guyana, South America on Mercy’s biannual
international service trip, admittedly even I was surprised. After all, I had never been
outside of the country before and I had no idea what spending a week in a third-world
country would be like. However, I now understand how unnecessary my initial fears
were. Over the course of this school year, I attended monthly community building
meetings with my 12 fellow classmate-travelers, unaware we were about to create
unbreakable bonds with each other and with incredible new faces as well. Guyana
changed my life forever.
After we landed in Guyana, I was taken aback by the scenes of the city of
Georgetown. Cars and vans racing by, people walking in every direction, dogs, cows,
and the immense heat. Needless to say, I was a bit overwhelmed. When our group
arrived at St. Paul’s Retreat Center in East Demerara, we acquainted ourselves with the
place that would become our home for the next week. There was plenty of new things
to explore - new food, new people, and a new lifestyle. It took quite a bit of adjusting
(especially for the food). What surprised me was that in Guyana, people live outside
the hustle and bustle of everyday American life. The Guyanese take their time going
place to place and they treat every individual with warm hospitality, always offering a
“good morning” or “good evening” in passing. I discovered this on our daily one-mile
walks from the retreat center to St. John Bosco Orphanage where I was first introduced
to Sister Julie and the rest of the South American Sisters of Mercy as well as the boy
who would
permanently
touch my heart.
Our very
first day at the
orphanage, I
approached the
situation with a
timid attitude.
Here we were,
a cumulative
group of nealy 25
American girls
and their chaperones trying to connect with over 30 young boys - it seemed like a steep
task. I noticed some of the other girls immediately bonded with boys. And when I was
least expecting it, I met Jude. He asked me to help untangle the massive knot of fishing
string the boys were using as strings for their handmade kites. He asked “Miss, what's

your name?” I told him, but from
that point on, I was always Miss. We
began a conversation, everything
from favorite colors (he likes purple)
to sports (he likes football, but
not the American kind). In those
moments, all my worries about
Guyana washed away. He was just a
boy who wanted to be loved. I never
realized that in the end, it would be I
who learned to love the most.
That week, Jude became my
focus. We did so many things
in Guyana, from going to mass
and meeting the girls at St. Ann’s
Orphanage, to riding mountain bikes
in the rainforest and holding babies
in the Red Cross Convalescent
Home. Many girls spent most days
playing with many boys, and they
formed numerous bonds. However,
no boy seemed to connect with me
Julia Spagnola poses for a picture with a boy from
quite like Jude. For an 11 year old,
St. John Bosco Orphanage. Photo courtesy of Julia
Jude is incredibly quick-witted and Spagnola.
smart, his faith is immense, and he
has a smile and laugh that light up the room. He taught me so much about what it means
to be a truly happy person - to find the joy in everything, even though he had nothing
of his own. I saw how he took care of his Bosco brothers and how they embraced every
moment of every day. I saw the beauty of flying a wooden kite at sunset or the wonders
of lying next to the bonfire under the stars. Life in Guyana was simple, yes, but it helped
me to understand that although we do live in a diverse and complex world, the human
nature of people and feelings are really the same wherever you go.
Saying goodbye to my sweet Jude was one of the hardest things I’ve ever had to do. I
departed beautiful Guyana with a heavy heart, but with the promise that my leaving was
not a goodbye, but only a see you later. I shall always remember my time in the Land of
Many Waters.

Badminton for the Missions
By Mackenzie Yaddaw

Congratulations to everyone who recently participated in the
Badminton Tournament for the Missions! Each team played well and
proceeds from this tournament supported the various missions Mercy
featured during March. Two separate tournaments were held: one for
grades 9 and 10 and a second for grades 11 and 12. The champions
of the 9th and 10th grade tournament were 10th graders Izzi Sistek
and Katie Thrasher. Following close behind were 2nd place winners

Tessa Hartzell and Mariel Uy. Closing out the top three teams were
Manisha Giri and Mariel Uy. In the Junior/Senior tournament,
2nd place winners were Gunel Aliyeva and Hailey VanWinkle, and
1st place winners were Olivia Obuhanych and Micaela Deutsch.
Congratulations once again and thank you to all teams that
participated!

Winners of the Badminton Tournament. Photo courtesy
of the PE Department.

Dancing the Night Away
at Annual Father
Daughter Dinner Dance
By Emma Raymond

The annual Father Daughter Dinner Dance held at Burgundy Basin holds an opportunity for dads
and daughters alike to enjoy a night out together with friends. Some new attendees, generally 9th grade
dads, have been counting down the weeks since September 2018 for this special night. Others have been
waiting since 6th grade! Returning dads are just as excited and some now have more than one young lady
to go with! This event allows Mercy Girls and dads to meet with friends, share the dance floor, and take
priceless family photos as well as silly ones in the photo booth.
One man in particular has experienced this night more than seven times; this past year is his last as he
danced the night away with his youngest of seven daughters, Ana. Mrs. Baker noted in her presentation
of an award that all seven of his daughters attended Mercy. What a wonderful legacy! Mr. John Hayes
was surprised with a plaque thanking him for his contributions and faith in Mercy's exceptional college
preparatory experience. His first father/daughter dance was with Kristen in ’98, then Cecelia in ’01, Sarah
in ’06, Carolyn in ’10, Dorothy in ’12, Bernadette in ’16, and finally his last dance with Ana ’19. Perhaps
the most surprising part of Mr. Hayes's night was that each of his daughters were present, with one even
making an appearance through Facetime from Ireland! Thanks to Mr. Hayes and his support of Mercy, the
night was made even more memorable.
The night continued with speeches of thanks by Mrs. Baker followed by Dr. Kilbridge, grace by
Sister Karlene, and a Lenten dinner. As the dancing started, there was a wide variety of tunes, including
the classics, Brown Eyed Girl by Van Morrison, Bohemian Rhapsody by Queen, and Dancing Queen by
ABBA to name a few. The night was a perfect mix of favorites for the dads and high school favorites.
Since the night honors the wonderful bond between fathers and daughters, it ended with Journey by
U2. Thank you to all of the dads out there for the continued protection, support, and love you provide
throughout the lives of your Mercy Girls.

Mercy Students Participate in McQuaid’s
Production of Newsies
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By Isabella Kunde

This past March, Mcquaid Jesuit presented one of their most successful musicals,
Newsies! Set in turn-of-the century New York City, Newsies is the rousing tale of Jack Kelly,
a charismatic newsboy and leader of a band of teenage “newsies.” When titans of publishing
raise distribution prices at the newsboys’ expense, Jack rallies newsies from across the city to
strike against the unfair conditions and fight for what’s right. Based on the 1992 motion picture
and inspired by a true story, Newsies features a Tony Award-winning score by Alan Menken
(Little Shop of Horrors, Sister Act) and Jack Feldman and a book by Tony Award winner Harvey
Fierstein (Kinky Boots). Featuring the now classic songs “Carrying the Banner,” “Seize the
Day,” and “Santa Fe,” Newsies was packed with non-stop thrills and a timeless message, perfect
for the whole family and every audience. The performances were sold out all four nights,
making history for the Performing Arts Department. Directed by Pam Stoffel and produced by
Kevin Karnisky, the show included many of our own Mercy Girls. Isabella Kunde played the
leading role of Katherine Plumber, an ambitious young reporter who works hard to make a name
for herself as a legitimate journalist in a time when women aren’t taken seriously. Quick, funny,
and resourceful, she boldly captures the voice of a new generation rising in her coverage of the
newsies’ strike. While she generally has no time for cocky, streetwise young men, she makes an
exception for Jack Kelly, the musical’s leading male role. Tori Bogacki played Medda Larkin,

Children’s Theater
success!
By Katie Mor and Avery VanDamme
The Children’s Theater performance this year
was Junie B. Jones: The Musical, Jr. Many of
the middle schoolers participated, and were
led by student directors Julia Leahy, Nellie
Cotrupe, Ariana Zane, Katrina Olson, Maddie
Berl, Lily Aman, and Catherine Kinard. The
performers enjoyed the activity as much as
the children from other schools who came to
watch. Some of the audience members even
said that they were inspired to become actors
later in life. Many families also came to see the
performance and appreciated being able to see
their kids or siblings have so much fun on the
stage. The lead, Junie B. Jones, was played by
eighth-grader Norah Myers. Hopefully there will
be just as many eager performers next year!

inspired by vaudeville performer Aida Overton Walker. This big-voiced saloon singer and star
of the Bowery offers her theater as a safe haven for the newsies. An astute entertainer with great
comic delivery, she’s a good friend to Jack and stands firmly behind the newsies in their fight
for justice. Tegan Dye played the role of Hannah, Joseph Pulitzer’s practical and resourceful
secretary. Ava Clarcq and Megan Gearinger
played the roles of Elmer and Ike, two of the
main Manhattan newsies. Paige Spiehler,
Lily Conlan, and Mary Rion played Bowery
Beauties, the dancers who work for Medda
Larkin at her theater. The girls also doubled
as Bronx, Manhattan, and Flushing newsies
along with fellow Mercy Girl, Maddie Hood.
The show was a huge success thanks to the
help of the dedicated director and everyone
who helped make this show come alive!
When you see these girls in the hall, make
sure to give them a huge congratulations!

Seventh Graders Enjoy
Final Ministry Day
By Katie Mor

On April 10, the 7th grade went on their final Ministry Day of the year. There were groups of
students at Foodlink, elementary schools, and many other places. One team went to St. Peter’s
Kitchen and put together bags of food for people in need. Other students went to School #28 and
School #44 to help younger students with their classes. Girls were also sent to Valley Manor, a
retirement home, to play bingo and decorate cookies with the people there. All the girls enjoyed
helping others and shared their experiences when they returned to Mercy. The 7th graders can’t
wait until they get to go on more Ministry Days next year!

Norah Myers as Junie B. Jones.
Photo courtesy of Mr. Carro

May Mercy Observations

7th graders having fun on their Ministry Day!
Photos courtesy of Mrs. Randezzese.

By Laura Giugno

Hear ye, hear ye. Her Royal Highness will have a fantastic
birthday month. Looking to have a regal birthday? Perhaps
you’ve been hoping for a long and benevolent reign over your
adoring subjects. Or maybe you’ve been hoping to have an era
named after you. It is certainly possible that all of these dreams
could come true this month, after all, Queen Victoria was born
during this month. If being treated like royalty doesn’t sound
fun to you, perhaps you would rather have a nice breakfast at
Tiffany’s? Or maybe you would prefer to take a roman holiday?
Well, this is the month to embrace your ability as a classy style
icon, just like Audrey Hepburn, born on the 4th of May.
If all of this sounds a bit boring to you, why not try your
hand at coming up with a platform for people to communicate
over. It is a quick way to become very rich, as Mark Zuckerberg
could surely tell you as he celebrates his May birthday. Just be
very careful as to how your platform is used or you might end
up plastered across the Internet as a meme. If dropping out of

Harvard to start up a little known site called Facebook seems a
bit dull to you, perhaps you would rather say “Hello” to vocals
and belt out some song lyrics. Adele will be sure to support you
in this, after all, she was also born in May. If you would like to
celebrate your birthday in a more old fashion way, have no fear.
You could always celebrate your next year of life by waving a
misprinted newspaper. It is even better, as I am sure that Harry S.
Truman, born in May, would tell you, when the newspaper said
that your opponent won an election but you actually did. Don’t
worry, The Quill will not make a mistake like that!
Perhaps May is the perfect month for you to take a journey
down a rabbit hole and meet a striped cat with a very wide
smile. Yes, Alice was born this month, so perhaps it would be
worthwhile to follow any white rabbit you see, in the hope that
it will lead you to Wonderland. Or, if taking a journey down a
rabbit hole doesn’t sound so appealing, you could instead take
up the saxophone and complain about your job, just like Duke

Silver, ahem, Ron Swanson, who is also born in May.
However you choose to spend it, have a great month of May!
Just avoid getting involved in any games that are a little too
intense, as Katniss, born in May, would certainly caution against.
May the fortunes be ever in your favor and happy birthday!

Spread the Word: Inclusion

By Emma Kate Mancini and Taylor Loiacono

Ten years ago, the Spread the Word to End the Word campaign
was founded by Soeren Palumbo with the intention to spread
awareness of the social and physical exclusion faced by 200 million
people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD). Over
the past year, the campaign changed its name to Spread the Word:
Inclusion. This change was to shift the focus to reach a broader
audience, and in doing so, it shows the clear and simple steps on how
to make a more inclusive society a reality.
People in the IDD community are often seen as victims of their
disabilities and are constricted to society’s underlying stigmas.
They are not appreciated for their character, value, and attributes
that make them human. Every small action accumulates to make a
bigger impact. This campaign helps to change society’s perception
and to show people that the IDD community runs deeper than their
disability.

This campaign is an important element when it comes to
educating the community. By having so many schools like Mercy
dedicated to making a difference, we are making the future brighter.
It is on us to take the responsibility to open the doors to friendship
and stop the demeaning stereotypes used to describe people in the
IDD community.
On March 6, Mercy’s Best Buddies helped run the Spread the
Word: Inclusion event, and by the end of the day, we received over
400 pledges! Each student who pledged is taking a step to stop
exclusion. Mercy prides itself on upholding the Sisters of Mercy
Core Values such as hospitality, and through student and faculty
participation it is easy to see that the school is committed to the
inclusion movement and making a difference.
Mercy students pledging to spread inclusion.
Photo courtesy of Mr. Carro
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NHS Inducts New Members
By Amanda Folwell

On the night of March 20, Mercy’s chapter of National Honor Society commenced the
induction of new members. Held in the Motherhouse chapel, new inductees and their families
were honored and welcomed into a rich aspect of Mercy’s history. New members worked hard
to do a total of 30 service hours throughout the year while also maintaining high averages and
participating in NHS events, and now were able to celebrate this success among peers.
The ceremony started at 7 p.m. when the two rows of the 50 new inductees (composed
of both juniors and seniors) entered the chapel with a piano accompaniment and found their
seats. Parents and relatives excitedly snapped pictures, illuminating the chapel with the camera
flashes. The senior leaders of NHS welcomed all guests and explained the history of the National
Honor Society and what it means at Mercy. Inductees were called one at a time to receive their
certificate and pin from the National Honor Society, receive a flower as a symbol of gratitude to

their family, and sign their name into Mercy’s registry. By signing their name, each inductee has
written herself into Mercy’s history, immortalized forever.
Once every inductee was called and standing in the front, they recited the National Honor
Society pledge, swearing to always uphold the values of character, scholarship, leadership,
and service. Dr. Kilbridge and President Baker spoke about how proud they both were of the
inductees and how much of an honor it is to be a part of NHS. Newly-inducted members and
their families were invited to a reception afterward, which was held in the gallery and offered
baked goods graciously made by members of NHS.
Overall, it was a lovely night that the new members will most certainly remember for a long,
long time.

NHS Character Trait: Positivity
By Elizabeth Meisenzahl

Every month, National Honor Society recognizes one Mercy student
who displays a particular character trait. For the trait of positivity, NHS
chose to recognize senior Meghan Sullivan.
Sullivan was nominated by her teachers for her positive attitude and
approach to class. “No matter what, Meghan always comes to class with

a smile on and makes the best of every situation,” said one teacher who
nominated Sullivan. “Meghan always has a smile and kind word for
me and her classmates,” said another teacher. “She is new to Mercy but
you’d never know it - she is truly engaged in the school and her classes.”
Congratulations, Meghan!

The Evolution of Diversity at Mercy
By LaRue Heutmaker

The original plan for this article was to write about the Mercy building and how it has
physically changed over the years. It was going to include the hangouts, the new theater,
friendships, and memories of the alumnae. After
collecting old yearbooks and 1940s copies of
The Quill, the focus of this article evolved into
something bigger than simply building changes. It
is a frank look at what our school used to be, what
it is now, and what it needs to be.
It’s no secret that the diversification of
education has been a nationwide process that began
making bold strokes in the 1950s and 1960s. So, a
private school in the 1940s was, unsurprisingly, not
very diverse. That’s the world they lived in. The
school newspaper had images that many would
find offensive, included advice columns to the
“frail sex” from male students at Aquinas, and also
included political cartoons about World War II.
It’s safe to say our school has changed. We live in a world where, thanks in large part to the
Critical Concerns the Sisters of Mercy adopted in 2005, Mercy explicitly teaches us to combat
racism, care for the environment, fight for women’s rights, and care for immigrants. We also live
in a world where there are people who combat equality and diversity. Being part of the Circle

of Mercy means that we stand with the values taught by the Sisters of Mercy. Slowly but surely,
along with society, our school has evolved into a more accepting environment. A more diverse
student body has brought us to where we are now better than before with room to grow.
The Cheryl Speranza Leadership Institute was
announced at the beginning of the school year and left
many with questions of what this would do for the
school. The Institute will be crafting young minds and
preparing them for leadership roles; an enhancement
of what Mercy has been doing for decades. It will help
girls from diverse backgrounds receive an excellent
private education, and it will help to further diversify
the school. This is a historic step toward creating a more
accepting community.
After looking at the 1942 school newspaper, it is
obvious that this school has progressed and that we must
never regress back to what we were. This school is now
one of strong women, who look within themselves and their peers for advice, are more accepting,
and who will lead younger generations. Let us usher in a new era of acceptance so when girls in
40 years look at our newspapers, they will be pleased at what we have accomplished.

“A more diverse student
body has brought us to where
we are now: better than before
with room to grow.”

A Lookback at 40 Years of Mercy Uniforms
By Elizabeth Meisenzahl

Many current Mercy students remember the changes made to uniform policy in the past five
years: the phasing out of the khaki and navy skirts for high school students, the introduction of
navy sweatshirts. But what did the uniform look like before Mercy girls made an annual late
summer trip to Stitchworks? Mercy teachers and alumnae shed some light on the history of Mercy
uniforms.
One major difference between the
uniforms of the 1980s and current
ones was the existence of different
summer and winter uniforms. “The
uniforms we had to wear for the summer
weather were like old fashioned nurses’
uniforms,” remembers Mrs. Barbero.
“You girls don’t realize how good
you have it.” For the winter uniform,
girls wore a white turtleneck, knee
high socks, and either navy blue pants
or a navy jumper. “On the last day of
school, we took out our dislike on
the uniforms,” says Mrs. Barbero.
“Most girls would use their
uniforms to get autographs of all of
our classmates, draw some amazing
artwork, or make designs with
fabric pulls. It was kind of fun.”
Mrs. Kurzweil also remembers
the summer and winter uniforms
when she entered Mercy as a
9th grader. The summer uniform dress was rumored to “resemble the uniform worn by the
inmates at the women’s penitentiary center in Albion,” said Mrs. Kurzweil, although she
“cannot comment on the veracity of this belief.” The uniform was widely disliked, but “in
hindsight, that uniform had a few undeniable virtues,” said Mrs. Kurzweil, who compared
the “indestructible” polyester jumper to Teflon. “No one else in the entire city wore anything
like it, which made traveling downtown on the city bus and waiting on the corner of Main and
Clinton for my connection pretty interesting.”

However, during her junior year,
Mrs. Kurzweil remembers the summer
pinstripe dress being replaced by a
“navy twill skirt that was supposed
to cover the knee” and a white polo
shirt. Although students saw the new
uniform as “a great improvement,”
the narrow skirt made running or even
quickly walking difficult. “I perfected
a stride that was something between a
penguin’s waddle and a Dachshund’s scamper,” said Mrs. Kurzweil.
“Finally, during my senior year, students were allowed to wear white Ked-style sneakers and
white, cuffed crew socks,” remembers Mrs. Kurzweil. “We thought this was the best thing to
happen next to the commencement of senior privilege.”

“I perfected a stride that
was something between a
penguin’s waddle and a
dachshund’s scamper.”
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Mercy Robotics Gives STEM Experience

By Grace Kurzweil

The construction of new robots, many of
which having human-like capabilities, is a
common news story these days. At Mercy, a
group of 11 young women embrace this future
of technology, dedicating six weeks to building
a robot for competitions. This extraordinary
time commitment includes one week during
school break often referred to as “push week,”
where the Mercy Robotics team works every
day from 9 a.m. to midnight. However, as
daunting as that seems, the members enjoy the
time they spend with the team. Senior Grace
Marcus says, “Our team is like a second family.
We fight, joke around, and share with each other
just like any other family would. We encounter
both success and failure together. A lot of people
think Robotics is about the robot, but it’s more
about us learning and growing.”

The Mercy Robotics team, also known as
league, the Mercy Excentrics encourage young
the Mercy Excentrics, is divided into several
women to go into the STEM field through the
subcategories, each run by a Mercy student
program For Inspiration and Recognition of
and moderated by Mrs. Barker. Electrical is
Science and Technology, or FIRST, which offers
headed by Lauren Sullivan, software by Meagan opportunities and scholarships to enter this field
Martin, safety by Hannah Endeshaw, media and
currently dominated by men. As one who loves
marketing by Clare
applying her math,
Talty, and strategy
science, and art
Congratulations to Maeghan
and drive by Grace
skills outside the
Marcus. Each of these
classroom, Meagan
McKenzie for receiving a FIRST
teams contributes to
Martin shares that
scholarship to RIT!
building the robot
she has appreciated
from scratch in the
the opportunity to
allotted six weeks,
utilize classroom
and the team participates in the Finger Lakes
skills in a hands-on environment, and she
Regional competition at RIT and the Buckeye
views increasing the number of women in the
Regional competition in Cleveland, Ohio.
STEM field as crucial. Martin says, “Robotics
As one of the few all-girls teams in their
involves teamwork skills, problem-solving, grit,

math and physics skills and, most importantly,
confidence. FIRST is a great experience,
one that teaches perseverance and gracious
professionalism.”
The Mercy Excentrics team is well on its
way to contributing to the goal of increasing the
number of women in STEM fields.
As Grace Marcus and Meagan Martin
emphasized, Robotics involves a significant
amount of dedication, perseverance, and
teamwork. Although their season has concluded
after the Finger Lakes Regional and Buckeye
Regional competitions, they continue to nurture
a Robotics family as they build a t-shirt gun to
wrap up their year together, and they welcome
anyone interested to stop by and lend a hand!

Speech and Debate Makes National Waves
By Elizabeth Meisenzahl
Several members of the Mercy Speech and Debate
team recently qualified to compete at the national
level. Over Memorial Day weekend, five Mercy
students competed in the National Catholic Forensic
League national tournament in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Sophomores Lizzie Anania and Shannon Ruppert
qualified to compete in the Declamation category, and
juniors Caroline DeJoy and Rory Herrema qualified
in Public Forum Debate. District coaches nominated
junior Laura Giugno to attend the Student Congress at
the National Catholic Forensic League finals.
In June, Speech and Debate team members will also
attend the National Speech and Debate Association

National Tournament in Dallas. Anania, Ruppert,
Herrema, and freshman Emma Raymond will compete
in the World Schools debate, and Giugno will compete
in Lincoln Douglas Debate.
In the recent state tournament, seven Mercy students
competed after qualifying due to their performance
in earlier competitions. Anania and Ruppert went
for Declamation, DeJoy went for Extemporaneous,
Herrema and Raymond went for Varsity Public Forum
Debate, and Giugno competed in Varsity Lincoln
Douglas Debate. At the state competition, Ruppert
quarter-finaled in rounds of the competition for
Declamation.

Odyssey of the Mind Performs at Regionals
By Hannah Endeshaw
The Odyssey of the Mind is a club in which
participants collaboratively solve problems using
creativity and logic by acting out solutions to different
problems and situations. During the beginning of
the season, each of the teams are given five different
problems to solve. From the five problems, they choose
one to solve in a skit. The participants brainstorm on
how to solve the chosen problem and then create and
make the skit and prop pieces that correlate with the
given problem and rules. Throughout the season, the
team prepares and memorizes the skit to perform at the
competition, which occurred on March 2 this year.
The second category of the competition is the
spontaneous category in which teams are given problems
of which they have no prior knowledge and must
spontaneously make a solution. The teams that do well
at the regional competition can continue to the national
competition, where they compete and can advance to
international competitions.
This year’s season of Odyssey started mid-November
with Mr. Ryan Ormiston, junior Lillian Greco, and

sophomore Audrey Moore as the team’s moderators.
The long-term problem chosen by the team involved
Leonardo da Vinci as the main theme. The team had to
produce a recreation of three different types of da Vinci’s
works with one being a painting and another being a
3D recreation. In this year’s skit, an “emo” boy named
Leo and his pet ermine, Casper, went back in time
through one of Leonardo da Vinci’s paintings, titled A
Portrait of Young Lady. Both Leo and Casper travel to
da Vinci’s workshop, where they met a character named
Donna who was scheduled to have a portrait done by da
Vinci. While Donna was getting her hair done, Casper
jumped into her lap, resembling Lady with an Ermine,
another one of da Vinci’s famous paintings. The skit also
involved a selfie stick, which is created by Leonardo
during the duration of the skit for Donna. The skit was
performed at Fairport High School during the regional
competition, in which Mercy placed 4th.
We wish the team congratulations on their victory
and for more amazing seasons to soon come.

Two of Leonardo da Vinci’s paintings from which the Odyssey of the Mind club
drew inspiration from. Left: Portrait of a Young Lady from the National Gallery
of Art. Right: Lady with an Ermine from leonardodavinci.net.

The Voice Promotes Middle School Expression
By Avery VanDamme

People probably know that poems
are a piece of creative writing, but do
they know how to share their writing
with the world? Well, in The Voice
of Mercy Middle, middle school
students are able to write poems, take
pictures, and/or write a short story
and submit them to The Voice. After
they do that, anyone who works on
The Voice votes on if they want that
piece of writing in the magazine.
Once a piece has been accepted,
people are able to edit the font, the
spelling, and the background picture.
If the poem was not selected to be in
the magazine, the student who wrote
the piece can edit and resubmit for
consideration, or leave the piece as

it is and not have it published in The
Voice. At the end of the year, every
student in the middle school is able
to get a copy of the magazine.
If a middle school student wants
to be a part of The Voice, they can
either speak with Mrs. Good or Mrs.
Rouleau, or go to the first meeting
at the beginning of the next school
year. To get a poem, picture, or short
story in The Voice, ask a student who
attends the club or ask Mrs. Good or
Mrs. Rouleau.
The Voice is a fun place where
you can express yourself in writing
and where friendships are made. To
the right is a sneak peek of some of
the poems in the magazine.

The Wondrous Wood
Some place, far away, in
a lush forest,
Creatures live in peace
and tranquility.
All you can hear is their
perfect chorus,
It’s a strange, yet
magical, symphony.
The lions growl to their
youngest cubs,
The bears rest
undisturbed in their
caves.
The fish in the turquoise
ponds gurgle “blub,”
And the otters play in
the crystal waves.

I fear this could change,
although I hope not.
The birds in the trees
would miss it, I know.
Just as all the plants
would be forced to rot.
Maybe soon, all good
things will cease to
grow.
But I still have hope that
people will stay away.
It’s a perfect place- it
should stay that way.
- Emma Duprey

Blur
Black and white
Death and life
Right and wrong
Pain and bliss
But what about the bliss that comes from the pain?
But what about the wrong choice for the right cause?
But what about the life that comes from death?
What about the grey?
- Frankie Larry

Mercy to Continue to Implement Changes
to Campus Security Policies
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By Elizabeth Meisenzahl
Mercy is currently in the process of implementing and planning adjustments to campus
security. Although previous enhancements had been made under the supervision of Mrs.
Whipple, President Baker has made updating security policies and procedures a priority since
she entered her new position at Mercy.
Last year, Mercy received funds through a New York State safety grant that allowed $45,000
in spending on increased security measures, including the installation of additional cameras in
the building. The Mercy campus is unique, says Mrs. Whipple, because it’s split in the middle
between the middle and high schools, making surveillance more difficult. The new cameras,
though, have helped Mercy to more closely monitor visitors entering and exiting the building. In
fall 2019, Mercy will implement a new software security product, used by many Monroe County
schools, that allows the Main Office to scan licenses of visitors rather than using paper and pen
to sign in. Finally, new fob-entry doors in the Gallery and Auditorium allow the system to lock
down access to the remaining part of the school when community events are being held in the
Auditorium, Gallery, or gymnasiums.
The plans for new security measures build off these previous additions. Members of the
Mercy administration have met with security consultants beginning in January, during which the
idea for a pilot program for security guards originated. Although the pilot program lasted only
its scheduled week, Mrs. Baker says the usage of permanent security guards for next year is an
option which remains “on the table.”
Mrs. Baker had previously hoped Mercy could acquire a School Resource Officer (SRO)

paid through New York State funding. While this has not yet happened, it remains a goal of the
School.
In the poll sent to parents following the one-week pilot program, 75% of respondents, says
Mrs. Baker, favored having some type of security guard or SRO on campus. Additionally, 93%
of the students who attended a recent President’s Cabinet meeting supported this potential plan.
Mrs. Baker notes that one positive outcome might be allowing visitors to check in with a guard
in the Gallery, alleviating some of that burden on the Main Office.
However, some issues remain with specific details if this plan were to move forward. For
example, the pilot program raised the question for Mrs. Baker of, if Mercy were to hire guards,
whether they would be in a uniform. The plan must “weigh protecting individuals,” says Mrs.
Baker, without creating “a sense of anxiety.”
Not everything from the pilot program can be made public for safety reasons, says Mrs.
Baker, including the number of guards and whether or not they were armed. According to Mrs.
Baker, the pilot program will be useful to hone a policy in the future.
Other plans for future safety measures include consolidating and updating entrances. The
upcoming Strategic Plan Initiative will address safety as a top concern, says Mrs. Baker, which
may include making the entryway by the Main Office the primary entrance and building a new
main door. One difficulty, though, is that the building’s age makes applying modern safety
adjustments more expensive. The amount of state funding Mercy receives for safety adjustments
will determine to what extent these plans can be carried out.

Seniors Present Motto Projects

By Laura Giugno

March 22 was a fearsome day indeed at Our Lady of Mercy School for
Young Women. For the middle school and the 9th and 10th graders, the
day was a relaxing break from school, but for the juniors and seniors of
Mercy, the day was certainly anything but relaxing. As a junior this year,
Motto Day seemed to represent the reality that senior year is approaching
and, with it, the intimidating Motto project.
Motto has certainly developed quite a reputation at Mercy, with almost
all of us hearing older siblings or older friends talking about her Motto
Project ideas and worrying about her action. Motto Day was the day for
the Mercy junior population to realize that they are about to embark on
that next big step of their high school experience. So, while Motto Day
proved to be a relief for most seniors who got to present the culmination
of a year of hard work, it filled juniors with worry about their own Motto
project journey that was rapidly approaching. Luckily, the presentations
on Motto Day and the helpful pieces of advice from panelists did much to
alleviate fear.

Perhaps one of the most helpful takeaways of Motto Day was
getting to see what a Motto project actually entailed. Motto Projects
are often portrayed as insurmountable summits that Mercy students
struggle to climb, but Motto day showed us that they really are
quite manageable.
Another important takeaway from Motto Day was the
importance of the Critical Concerns of Mercy in the Motto project.
We were advised by the panelists to make sure to focus on the
Critical Concern that corresponds to our project. After all, the
Critical Concerns of Mercy are a key element in our education and
meant to be a key element in our project.
However, the thing that left perhaps the biggest impression on
me about Motto Day was how passionate the Mercy seniors were
about their project. It seems that the best way to approach this rather
menacing Motto project is to find something that you are passionate
about and let it guide you, so, in the end, Motto doesn’t seem so
scary after all!

Motto Day Senior Reflection
By Julia Cilano

With the infamous Motto projects and presentations finally over and graded, the Mercy Class
of 2019 can finally look back on their work throughout the year without worry. Each project
was unique to each student, each project expressed an element of the senior class that is vibrant,
personal, deeply rooted, and valued.
The senior class came together to support each other through the arduous parts of the project
and through the marvelous actions that took months of preparation and hard work. Now that
all of the hard work is done, Motto can be understood as an emotional journey instead of just a
massive project and graduation requirement. At the end of each Motto presentation, the students
are asked to share what they took away from the project and their work with it. Based on these

reflections, the senior class learned valuable lessons about persistence, determination, well
intentioned hard work, the power and joy that comes from other people, and the impacts of
generosity, friendship, and basic kindness.
At the end of the day, the Motto project, and many of the large projects that are part of one’s
Mercy career, aren’t just about academic success or testing a student’s skills; the potential for
personal growth and development permeates the Mercy atmosphere and the Motto project. Each
year at Mercy provides new challenges to overcome and new memories to be made, and the
Motto Project, at the end of the day, was a great opportunity to grow, learn, and explore one’s
passions.

World Language Students Win National Awards
Submitted by Señora Gallagher

The National French, Latin, and Spanish Contests were administered during the month of
March to Mercy students in grades 8-12. The mission of these exams is to recognize outstanding
achievement and inspire students to continue learning World Languages.
The Gold Award is given to the top 5% of scorers and was earned by French students Victoria
Bogacki (AP) and Emma Raymond (2) and Latin student Ioana Geba.
The Silver Award is given to the top 15% of scorers and was earned by French students
Christen Ketchum (AP), Savanna Klee (AP), Emma Magioncalda (4), and Molly Maxwell (2).
Latin students Elizabeth Meisenzahl (AP), Judith Lanahan (4), Regan Daley (2), and Emma
Duprey (8) and Spanish students Alanna Jordan (3), Katie Selvaggio (3), Emma Kozara (2), and
Lucy O’Neill also earned this distinction. The National Distinction is the Bronze Award, which is
given to the top 20% of scorers and earned by French students Anna Jucan (4), Chansocphentra
Salcido (4), Tegan Holmes (3), and Isabella Zicari (2), as well as Latin student Laura Giugno (4)
and Spanish students Juliana Hess (4), Mary Cahn-Hidalgo (3), Savannah Domenech (3), Regan
Daley (3), Lindsey Hassett (3), Caroline Mosca (2), Isabella Padilla (2), Angeline Viruet (2), and
Annalie Flanigan (8).
Over 40 Mercy students also received Honorable Mention. Please join us in congratulating
all of these hard-working young women on their impressive performance! Félicitations!
Felicitaciones! Gratulationes!
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Youth and Government Models State
Government at Albany Conference
By Emma Raymond

This spring, Youth and Government students from all over the state came together for its
annual conference in Albany. This club provides students the opportunity to participate in a
mock government at the State’s capital and learn more about how our government functions
throughout the year.
Youth and Government holds bi-monthly meetings, working at the YMCA from September
to March. The students are broken up into two branches of the government, the judiciary and the
legislative. The judicial students either act as lawyers arguing a case at the appellate level of the
State Supreme Court, or as justices deciding those same cases. In the legislative branch, students
find current New York State laws they would like to see amended.

The Mercy team of 37 students worked hard all year and it definitely paid off! With their
four cases, Justice Jessica Jacobs in the Judiciary branch and Taylor Cicoria in Legislature, both
received awards and were recognized for a job well done. Micaela Deutsch was also awarded
Best Lawyer. Congratulations, girls!
If you wish to one day represent or defend the people of New York or learn a bit more about
the process of studying and applying your understanding of government, definitely keep Youth
and Government in mind for next year! Ms. Zajac and Mrs. McAdoo would be delighted to have
more people join.

Mercy Crew Team Rows to Success
By Emily Richards

The sport crew has been around for eons, dating back to ancient Egypt. With its first
“modern” competition in 1715, crew, also known as rowing, has been incorporated in both
private and public schools as a sport not only in the United States but also internationally.
The Mercy crew team was founded in 2005 to promote the sport of rowing for the young
women of Mercy. This season, Mercy has done well as it has in previous seasons.
At the BSRA Shamrock Row, in the eight Jr. Novice event, Olivia Momont came in first

place with a time 8:51.8, followed by Emily Riggs in second with a time of 9:04.2. In the 10
Junior event, Mercy came in 3rd place thanks to Christine Seeger with a time of 7:52.9, less
than one minute behind first place, and less than 10 seconds behind second. Leah Sisson took
second place in the coxin 500 meter dash with a time of 2:00.3.
The team of Elizabeth Steron, Natalie Gollogly, Marina Fasano and Sophia Thomas capped
off the season with a State Championship title!

Track Team Competes at Hilton
Invitational
By Elizabeth Meisenzahl

On Saturday, May 4, Mercy’s outdoor track team competed in
an invitational at Hilton High School, where several individuals and
relay teams finished near the top of their events.
Senior Julia Spagnola placed 1st in the 800 meter run with a
time of 2:26, outrunning the next closest finisher by greater than
two seconds.
The 4x800 team of Julia Spagnola, Emma Spagnola, Kitty
Bogdan, and Shannon Trevor took first place, running the fastest
4x800 time in Section V this year.
In the pentathlon, consisting of the 800 meter run, the 100
hurdles, high jump, long jump, and shot put, sophomore Zoe
Cronmiller finished in 5th place.
Freshman Shea Netti finished in 6th place in the 100 meter dash

and 4th place in the 200 meter dash. Mercy’s 1600 meter sprint
medley relay team placed 3rd out of 6 teams.
In the 400 meter dash, sophomore Grace Kurzweil finished in
5th place, with fewer than 0.1 seconds separating her from the 4th
place finisher.
In the 3000 meter run, sophomore Shannon Trevor finished in
4th place. In relay events, Mercy placed 4th in both the 4x100 and
the 4x400.
In field events, senior Meredith McGee took 1st place in the
discus throw and 2nd place in shot put. Senior A’shanti Muhammad
finished in 3rd place in high jump. Junior Mia Cavatassi took 4th
place in both the long jump and the triple jump, and sophomore
Grace Kurzweil finished in 5th place in long jump.
Mercy’s 4x800 meter relay team of Julia Spagnola,
Kitty Bogdan, Emma Spagnola, and Shannon Trevor
placed first at the Hilton Invitational. Photo courtesy
of Coach Geen.

Seniors Attend Ball
By Amanda Folwell

The 2019 Mercy Senior Ball was held on the evening of May 24 at the Cobblestone
Creek Country Club from 6:30 to 10:30. Dinner was provided for the seniors and guests.
Traditionally, Ball is a more casual affair than prom, with girls usually opting for shorter
dresses than the long gowns they donned last year. Phones were out the entire night with every

attendee taking countless pictures to document the night into their memory forever. The excited
energy was palpable on the dance floor; no one was without a smile.
Overall, Ball was an enjoyable evening for the Mercy seniors. It was fitting as one of the
last celebrations as a Mercy student these young women would have.

Can you guess which faculty members’ prom pictures these are?
By Lola DeAscentiis

Until fifth grade, Florida was home
to me.
I have many cousins, to be exact
twenty three.
For seven years, I twirled the baton
with glee!
Mrs. Lanctot

Ms. Gysel

In high school, basketball was my
favorite game.
I went to college with a teacher here
before we came.
But in college we never knew each
other’s name!

Size eleven shoes are what fit me.
High school is where I met my
husband to be.
I’ve been living in Rochester since
before I was three!
Mrs. Whipple
Answers From March
Photo #1: Dr. Diodato
Photo #2: Ms. Trost
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Welcome Mrs. Humphrey!
By Emma Raymond

This year, Mrs. Humphrey is filling in as a long-term
substitute for high school Science classes. She is excited to
be at Mercy teaching her favorite course, Chemistry! Mrs.
Humphrey attended High Villa Angela School for girls. You
may find it surprising to know she is teaching Chemistry
because she says, “Chemistry was the only class I really had to
study for, but I liked the challenge.” She then went to college
at Case Western Reserve University. Mrs. Humphrey earned
her Bachelor’s degree in Chemistry and Biochemistry. After
graduating, she did research at Case and the University of
Pittsburgh. Afterward, she moved to Rochester to earn her
master’s at the University of Rochester, majoring in Chemistry. She also taught at the U of R for a year as an undergraduate lab assistant. Next, she taught Chemistry for three years
at St. John Fisher College, which led her to Nazareth College
to earn her teaching certification before moving on to tutoring
and subbing at local high schools, including Rush Henrietta,
Greece, and Gates.
When she’s not teaching, Mrs. Humphrey enjoys playing
board games and watching movies with her husband, gar-

dening, taking walks, and reading. Her favorite book is Pride
and Prejudice by Jane Austen, and she’s a huge Marvel fan.
Recently her most loved is Doctor Strange, but it has been
replaced by the 22nd all-new Marvel Endgame. Mrs. Humphrey’s favorite food is oxtail soup.
Mrs. Humphrey is the mother of two boys. The elder deals
with air traffic in Indianapolis, and the other is a part-time student at Nazareth College. He has Aspergers and loves trains!
Mrs. Humphrey says, “We are probably the only people who
get excited when a train stops us when we’re driving.”
Mrs. Humphrey’s love for chemistry makes her happy to
be at Mercy, in a similar environment to her high school alma
mater. She also enjoys the free-flowing curriculum that allows
her time in class to stress what matters, answer questions
beyond the curriculum, and offer extra time outside of class to
meet with her students. The comforting Christian environment
allows her classes to pray before tests and emphasize a spiritual connection. Overall, she strives to make the class more
meaningful and share what she loves. Thank you for being
here, Mrs. Humphrey and welcome to Mercy!

Photo courtesy of Lola DeAscentiis.

Mercy Mosaic Club Attends
Roc2Change Conference
By Molly Kantz

At Mercy, we are taught about the Critical Concerns. By learning
about the Critical Concerns we can begin to understand that loving and
accepting each and every person no matter their race, sexuality or religion
is a tremendously important life lesson. However, as people in a world
where stereotypes are so present, it's in our human nature to judge one
another based on a first glance. Hence, a seemingly endless cycle of racism and discrimination exists that we are all affected by and to which we
may contribute. At Our Lady of Mercy, there is a new club called Mercy
Mosaics. Mosaics was introduced by a group of high school students and
is addressing these issues head on. Mercy Mosaics believes in the power
of children and teenagers, and that the only way to bring about change in
our world is to push our comfort zones by having the possibly uncomfortable discussions and speaking out against discrimination. When we think
of a mosaic piece of artwork, we think of small pieces of colored glass put
together in order to form a beautiful work of art. This concept applies to
the club; by talking about a wide variety of topics, whether it be race, religion, politics, etc. and learning from each other, we are able to gain more
knowledge and a better understanding on controversial topics.
This club gives students the opportunity to have a discussion with
someone who may or may not share their opinion in a safe space, without
anger or annoyance. The main goals of Mercy Mosaics is to help allow
students to better understand their own opinions and beliefs, not just what
they have been taught or have absorbed through the media. Mosaics wants

to give students the tools and confidence to
recognize societal problems related to diversity and contribute to a solution. Lastly,
it will help our students be okay with not
being right all the time. Not always being
right is part of life; life is a learning process.
Although this club is new to Mercy, we
have already been to the 2019 Roc2Change
Summit on Race. A conference where
“students from Monroe County schools,
both public and private, [are] engaging in
facilitated dialogue with peers related to
race, racism, privilege, internalized racism,
non-racist, and anti-racist. They are working
together to develop plans to be the change”
Mercy students smiling after their experience at
(Roc2Change)! We have also viewed The
Roc2Change! Photo courtesy of Molly Kantz.
Hate U Give with the McQuaid Mosaics as well. Following the viewing,
we spent time discussing the film. Next school year we hope to have a
workshop day with all the faculty and staff, to offer new ideas about how
to make classrooms and Mercy as a whole an inclusive learning environment. Mercy Mosaics embraces the vision of Catherine McAuley, to love
each other no matter how we look or our background.

Letter From the Editor
By Grace Kurzweil

Every year around April, several clubs start to wrap up the year. Many
classes finish major units just in time for AP exams. Students yearn for
relaxation and an end to the year. I have thought several times during the
year, “Yes, now I can relax!” as I seem to live from one school break to
the next. But is that really the best way to think about it?
Sophomores are called “wise fools,” and as much as we may argue
otherwise, I can’t help but agree. When I first walked into Mercy in 7th
grade, there was no mistaking it — I was terrified; I didn’t have any of
my close friends in homeroom, and my sister (a senior at the time) telling
me that I would have plenty of time in between classes and that I would
have people to sit with at lunch simply wasn’t reassuring. Nonetheless,
I found that my classmates became my family. In sports and clubs, I
found friends who encouraged each other, laughed with each other, and
challenged each other. Rather opposite to my middle school fears, many
of my classmates go out of their way to say “hi” with a huge grin and
energy that is contagious.
I look back at 7th grade and reflect on how far I have come from
that first terrifying day when I walked through the doors, how I enjoy

challenging myself and stepping outside of my comfort zone, but I
can’t pretend to even begin knowing it all about high school. People
remind me that I’m halfway through high school, about to turn 16, and
they say, “You must be so excited! You’re halfway there and almost
done!” There are seniors who I have been friends with since 7th grade
who are graduating, and teachers I have had who continue to make
my day. These are the relationships that are meant to be treasured, not
rushed. Yes, sophomores might feel overwhelmed by the prospect of
their first AP exams, but when those are over, when Friday rolls around
and I think about finally relaxing, I also remind myself to think about
the previous week, what I’ve done, and those relationships that I’ve
treasured, because those are in part what keeps me going. According to
Helen Keller, “Walking with a friend in the dark is better than walking
alone in the light.” So, even though I might be a “wise fool,” I am
grateful to have those friends, teachers, clubs, and sports that remind me
high school is not halfway over, but halfway begun; throughout the next
two years, I hope to take the slow walk down the hallway, appreciating
the present without getting caught up in what the future may hold.
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