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	14:1	 student-teacher ratio
 

	 49  
clubs

	 800  
students enrolled in

  6th through 12th grade
 

	 520  
student athletes

  (65% of student body)

	 66  
National Honor 

  Society members

	 611  
AP exams 

  administered

	13K+  
Mercy alumnae

  nationwide 

	 40  
local school districts

  and 22 nations   
  represented

	 143  
Summa, Magna, 

  and Cum Laude 
  graduates in 2020

	 $40		
in merit-based

 
million

 college
 

	   
scholarships

  awarded to the 
  Class of 2020

	 79  
colleges and 

  universities 
  attended by 
  2020 graduates

By	the	
numbers
MERCY STATISTICS

Schedule	a	virtual	campus	tour	at
www.mercyhs.com/register



Our Lady of Mercy is a Catholic school for young women in grades 6-12 offering a college preparatory 
academic program. Our school is a ministry of the Sisters of Mercy which was founded by 
Catherine McAuley in 1831. We are part of the 58-member Mercy Education System 
of the Americas and are committed to the education of young women of all
faiths and backgrounds.

At Mercy, faith, academics, and leadership combine to transform the students of 
today into the change agents of tomorrow. For more than 90 years, Mercy has 
empowered young women to unleash their potential through a vigorous pursuit of 
knowledge, service to others, global perspectives, and leadership opportunities. 
This pursuit is guided by a commitment to the virtues of hospitality, compassion, 
integrity, and respect for the inherent dignity of all.

Mercy students leave with a deep sense of wonder, a passion for service and the 
community, a love of learning, and an enthusiasm for the future. 

Put	faith	in her education

3



4

If	You	Can	See	It,	You	Can	Be	It
Leadership Opportunities and 
Leadership Modeling

At an all-girls school, girls take the lead. 
Leadership positions are not split or divided
based on gender like they can be at a co-ed 
school. As a result, the opportunity for girls
to be leaders is doubled. In addition, whether it 
be school administration and board members, 
accomplished alumnae, partners in the 
community, or their peers, smart, capable 
women in positions of influence surround all-girls 
students and set a positive example every day. 

Dream	Big
Increased Confidence and 
Higher Aspirations

The supportive and encouraging culture that 
is fostered by girls’ schools provides students 
with life-building confidence that leads to 
achievement. Surveys show that 60% of girls’ 
school graduates report higher self-confidence 
when compared to their co-educated peers.
Further, a national survey found that nearly 
87% of girls’ school students feel their opinions 
are respected, compared to just 58% of 
girls at co-ed schools.

Free	from	Stereotypes
Building Female Leaders in 
Male-Dominated Fields

All-girls schools are reframing and reshaping 
the common gender narratives in traditionally 
male-dominated fields such as the sciences, 
technology, engineering, and math (STEM). 
Research shows that graduates of all-girls
schools are more likely to study STEM subjects, 
taking classes in chemistry, physics, and
advanced mathematics. In fact, girls’ school 
graduates are six times more likely to consider
majoring in math, science, and technology 
compared to girls who attend co-ed schools.

Encouraging	Achievement
Poised for Academic Success

If you look inside a classroom at girls’ schools, 
girls’ voices are never marginalized. Girls are the 
focal point within the classroom, and teachers at 
girls’ schools are often specifically trained in how 
to best engage female learners, responding to 
the unique ways girls communicate and
relate to their peers and adults. 

OF	AN	ALL-GIRLS	SCHOOL4 benefits
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At Mercy, every girl has a chance to be a leader. Whether it be inside the 
classroom, on the playing field, or in Mercy’s vast extracurricular programs, 
100% of student government, sports, and club leadership positions are 
filled by girls. 

The communication, decision-making and community building skills 
that young women need to make a difference in the world are integrated 
throughout the Mercy curriculum. Mercy offers more than 10 different 
academic courses that focus on leadership skills, including a freshwomen 
leadership seminar, and classes on entrepreneurship, social justice, 
critical thinking, and global impact. 

The Mercy Leadership Distinction program is a challenging and supportive 
four-year experience that leads to a Seal of Leadership Distinction on a 
graduating student’s diploma. Students who choose to embark on this 
program complete specific requirements each year, including academic 
coursework, co-curricular activities, and experiential learning opportunities. 
School-based internships, job shadowing, and external internships are a 
key piece of this program, along with service learning and ministry. 

Transforming	Young	Women	
into	World-Class	Leaders

“Student leadership 
here at Mercy is 
almost entirely 
different than it 
would be at any other 
school, because 
everybody here at 
Mercy is a leader in 
their own way.” 

Rory Herrema
Mercy Class of 2020



Get ready to grow in Mercy’s 6th grade! Our 6th 
grade program provides a supportive and nurturing 
environment where each student’s individual talents 
and uniqueness are celebrated. Academics and 
cognitive development are thoughtfully balanced with 
fun, enriching activities centered on personal growth 
and team-building. Parents enjoy multiple volunteer 
and participation activities throughout the year in 
this special Mercy community.

Mercy is committed to a small class size in 6th grade; 
each core class is 20 students or less. After the day 
begins in homeroom, students move as a group 
among English, Science, Social Studies, and Math 
classes. Classrooms and lockers are in a dedicated 
section of the middle school, which fosters a sense 
of community among the students and eases the 
transition from elementary school. 

In addition to core classes, Mercy’s 6th graders take 
Theology, PE, and chose between Chorus, 6th grade 

Orchestra, or the ‘Learn to Play’ instrument 
program. The elective period exposes students to a 
variety of topics including Art, Foreign Language, 
and Digital Citizenship. Plus, Mercy’s many clubs 
and select sports activities are available to our 
6th graders.

Student grades and assessments are based upon 
mastery of course content. A variety of assessment 
techniques are utilized, including portfolios, 
presentations, project-based evaluations, homework, 
and exams. Team-based teaching and differentiated 
instruction techniques help each student master the 
course material.

				A	
supportive	transition	
between	elementary	and	middle	school
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With nearly 30 years of middle school success, 
Mercy’s 7-8 grade program provides a safe learning 
environment and individualized curriculum, rich in 
tradition and rooted in faith. Mercy middle schoolers 
discover and develop their many talents and leave 
with an enhanced sense of self-confidence during 
this critical development period.

The middle school curriculum provides the 
academic building blocks needed to ensure success 
in high school. A challenging academic experience 
includes time for team-building and collaboration, 
and teaches the students time management and 
study skills they will utilize throughout their 
academic career. 

Core classes, Theology, and PE are augmented by 
electives in Foreign Language, Technology, Art, 
Theater, and Health. Middle school students also 
choose between Chorus, Orchestra, or the ‘Learn 
to Play’ instrument program. For students with 
outstanding academic achievement, high school 
credit courses may be available in 8th grade.

Mercy’s middle school students can participate in 
the full suite of athletic programs, which includes 
Modified, Freshman, JV, and Varsity sports. With 16 
different sports and 40 different teams, there are 
multiple opportunities for every student to get 
involved if she chooses. Highly talented student-
athletes benefit from starting Mercy in middle school, 
which minimizes any Section V transfer rules.
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Building	
confidence	
through	endless	
possibilities 7-8Grades



Mercy’s rigorous academic program develops the 
critical thinking, innovation, collaboration, and 
problem-solving skills needed to be successful 
in college, career, and beyond. Mercy is proud to 
have a 100% graduation rate, with 99 to 100% of 
graduates entering the college or career path of 
their choice.

With a variety of courses in our Program of 
Studies, Mercy students pursue individual passions 
and interests in an academically engaging and 
challenging environment. Mercy girls consistently 
display strong academic achievement; in fact, 
average SAT scores for Mercy students are typically 
10-15% higher than the national average. 

Mercy graduates are required to complete at least 
one dual-credit or AP course during their studies. 
Mercy offers 22 different college credit and AP 
courses in Art, Business, English, Math, Science, 

Social Studies, and World Languages. Each year, 
nearly 75% of students enrolled in AP courses 
receive a score of 3 or higher on the course-specific 
AP exam.

With a focus on developing leadership skills, the 
Mercy Motto project is a service-learning Capstone 
project that each senior must complete prior to 
graduation. Students connect their talents, interests, 
and passions through a community-centered service 
initiative. With the support and guidance of a 
project advisor, each student researches a topic, 
implements an initiative, and presents the results 
to a panel of community members. 

The high school at Mercy is a vibrant community 
where a spirited sisterhood develops. Students 
participate in school traditions, clubs, sports, 
service activities, performing arts, and more.
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On	course	to	success	through	
academic	excellence

9−12Grades
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Invest	in her future College	and	University
Attendance
Colleges and universities 
where Mercy graduates 
attend include:

• Alleghany College
• Boston College
• Brown University
• Bucknell University
• Carnegie Mellon University
• Case Western Reserve
• Cleveland Art Institute
• Colgate University
• Cornell University
• Dartmouth College
• Duke University
• Elon University
• Emory University
• Fordham University
• George Washington University
• Georgetown University
• Hamilton College
• Harvard University
• Hobart & William Smith Colleges
• Holy Cross
• Indiana University
• Ithaca College
• John Carroll University
• Johns Hopkins University
• LeMoyne College
• Loyola College in Maryland
• Manhattan College
• Michigan State University
• Mercyhurst University
• New York University
• Northeastern University
• Ohio State
• Pennsylvania State University
• Providence College
• Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
• Rochester Institute of Technology
• St. Bonaventure University
• St. John Fisher College
• St. Joseph’s University
• SUNY Binghamton
• SUNY Buffalo
• SUNY Geneseo
• Syracuse University
• Union College
• University of Dayton
• University of Delaware
• University of Maryland
• University of Notre Dame
• University of Pennsylvania
• University of Pittsburgh
• University of Rochester
• University of Vermont
• University of Virginia
• Villanova University
• Wellesley College
• Xavier University
• Yale University

World-class academics play a key role in preparing each of our students 
for the next stage in her life. Each year, 99% to 100% of our graduates 
continue their learning at prestigious colleges and universities. No matter 
what your daughter’s passion is, Mercy’s talented college advising team 
will help her pursue her dreams. 

Starting in sophomore year, students begin college preparation by taking 
the PSAT. During junior year, students experience a “Becoming College 
Ready” immersion day, which includes a visit to a local college to learn 
from college admissions staff. SAT/ACT courses are also available. Senior 
year culminates with submission of applications and Decision Day, where 
students proudly announce their college plans. 

More than 100 colleges and universities visit Mercy’s campus each year, 
giving students broad exposure to a variety of post-secondary options 
while at Mercy.

The	Class	of	2020	
earned	a	total	
of	$40	million	

in	college	
scholarships	–	
a	tremendous	

return	on	
investment!



Faculty	Focused on student success 

“Mercy Girls are exceptionally 
curious and compassionate. 
I feel a sense of satisfaction 
knowing that I'm playing a 
small part in helping these 
young women chase their 
dreams, find their voices, and 
become their best selves.”

 — Mike Metzler, English Teacher

“
Mercy’s faculty has an unwavering dedication to student 
success. All Mercy teachers are certified instructors; more 
than 95% hold doctorate or master’s degrees in their field. 
Mercy teachers set high expectations for students and are 
focused on differentiated learning strategies to help each 
individual student succeed.

Using Google Classroom, syllabi and lesson plans are 
posted so students have a clear idea of what they will be 
learning, their assignments, and grading/assessment 
policies. Teachers are also available during Mercy’s daily 
Advisement period if a student needs additional support in a 
specific course. Outside the classroom, Mercy’s teachers are 
highly invested and engaged with our students, serving as 
club moderators, athletics coaches, and Motto advisors. 

Mercy encourages open communication between parents 
and teachers. Parents have frequent opportunities to 
meet and engage with our teaching staff, whether it be 
via a traditional parent-teacher conference or during 
“mini-schedule” night, where parents experience their 
daughter’s classes. Our faculty directory is also posted 
online, allowing parents to easily find contact information 
if they have a specific question. 
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There’s so much 
               at Mercy!

Mercy’s award-winning MEDIA	CENTER is open to students 
each day from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., with certified librarians always 
available for assistance. Students are welcome to select from 
our vast fiction and non-fiction collection or listen to a book 
via our online audiobook library. We also subscribe to multiple 
online databases to assist students with research projects and 
academic coursework. 

At Mercy, we believe TECHNOLOGY augments learning but 
should not replace instruction. Each student at Mercy is 
equipped with a tablet for use during the school year. Middle 
school students utilize Google Chromebooks which integrate 
seamlessly with Google Classroom. High school students use 
the Microsoft SurfacePro, which has the computing power 
needed for their academic classes. Upon graduation, students 
are given their SurfacePro tablet to keep. 

Our	VISUAL	AND	PERFORMING	ARTS	PROGRAM engages 
students with a passion for Music, Art, Dance, or Theatre. The 
Black Box Theatre houses our Drama classes, winter play 
production, Choir and Show Choir practice, and Dance program. 
Mercy’s state-of-the-art auditorium is utilized by our Orchestra 
and Jazz Band, and is also the site of our annual fall musical 
and spring Children’s Theater programs. For our visual artists, 
we offer a full range of Drawing, Painting, Photography and 
Digital Art programs, as well as a robust Ceramics program 
with multiple kilns on-site.

Mercy also houses a fully equipped FITNESS	CENTER, with 
cardio and strength training equipment available for student 
use during athletic seasons as well as off-season to maintain 
strength, endurance, and health.

11
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Spirit



Spirit Week is one of the most 
anticipated annual traditions at 
Mercy. Held a few weeks following 
the start of school, Spirit Week 
culminates in the celebration that is 
Spirit Day. The competition among 
classes is fierce for the coveted (but 
imaginary) ‘School Spirit Award.’ 
The bond of sisterhood and the 
need to provide for our community 
wins the day. Service is an intergral 
part of Spirit Week, and last year, 
over 32,000 cans and boxes of food 
were donated to food cupboards 
and area charities by the 9th, 10th, 
11th, and 12th grade classes.

13

SPIRIT	
WEEK



Counseling 
and Wellness
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Mercy’s middle school is served by a dedicated counselor 
whose office is in the middle school wing. Focused on the 
unique needs of students, our middle school counselor 
helps students transition from elementary school and 
prepare for the move to Mercy’s high school program. 

As students transition to 9th grade, they are served by a 
counselor devoted to 9th grade students. This counselor 
helps during the transition from middle to high school. 

In 10th grade, each Mercy student is assigned to one of 
three high school counselors, who works with the student 
until graduation. 

The Counseling Department at Mercy strives to provide every 
student with the support she needs throughout her academic 
career with us. Our team of dedicated professionals works to 
promote mental and physical health, overall emotional 
wellness, and a sense of belonging. Five full-time 
counselors work each day to support Mercy’s student body.

In addition, counselors provide academic support 
services, help with course selection, career 
exploration, college applications, and post-
secondary options. We endeavor to create 
a safe and accepting space where 
students receive compassionate 
and individualized guidance.

THE	WELLNESS	CENTER	
is a tech-free and food-free space 
designed for the development of social/
emotional coping skills and short-term 
stress-reducing practices such as deep 
breathing, silent reflection, mindfulness 
exercises, and guided meditation. 
Students can voluntarily visit the Wellness 
Center to recharge and renew themselves 
using self-care practices. The Wellness 
Center is open to all students in grades 
6-12 during the school day. 
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Mercy proudly opened its doors in 1928. Over the 
years, we have built a long history of academic 
excellence and tradition. Mercy traditions are sacred; 
each student who passes through Mercy’s halls has a 
chance to experience what makes Mercy the vibrant 
community it is today, and to walk the path of the more 
than 13,000 alumnae who came before. 

Mercy		
	September:  Mercy Day Liturgy

	 October:  Spirit Week

	 December:  Golden Mass
				 	 Christmas Baskets Project

	 February:  Arts Fest

	 March:  Mission Month
	 	 Father-Daughter Dinner Dance

	 April:  Accepted Student Picnic

	 May:  Junior Ring Ceremony
	 	 May Day

	 June:  Rose Mass 
  Moving Up Ceremony
  Eighth Grade Commencement
	 	 High School Commencement

Traditions



Inspired by the charism of the Sisters of Mercy, 
Mercy seeks to help students form and develop their 
individual spirituality. Our Campus Ministry guides 
students on their spiritual journey and supports the 
overall faith community of Mercy. Mercy is a Roman 
Catholic school, guided by the values of our Catholic 
identity, that proudly welcomes girls of all faiths 
and beliefs. By learning from one another, and 
celebrating both differences and shared values, we 
renew our commitment to our Catholic identity.

Mercy offers a variety of faith events throughout 
the school year. Eucharistic Liturgies are celebrated 
on all the major feast days when school is in 
session. Celebratory Mercy Liturgies include 
Golden Mass, Rose Mass, and May Day. In addition, 
communion services and guided meditation are held 

weekly in the third-floor chapel. Mercy begins each 
day with a student-led prayer; individual classes 
also begin or close with a prayer.

Campus Ministry organizes student retreats at every 
grade level and provides pastoral care to the Mercy 
community. Our Campus Minister also assists our 
staff and Board of Trustees with their individual faith 
formation, and coordinates staff retreat days. 

For students wishing to become further engaged 
with our Campus Ministry, the student-led Campus 
Ministry Board offers a leadership opportunity for 
girls in grades 6-12. This dynamic group oversees a 
variety of campus service projects, including 
Christmas Baskets and Mission Month.

16
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The Mercy Service program provides educational and service-
learning opportunities inspired by the work of Catherine McAuley. 
Service activities are held weekly; Mercy students can be found 
happily assisting those in the greater Rochester community. Mercy 
Service also organizes week-long service trips during February and 
April break. Even though Mercy Service is voluntary, our students 
energetically and willingly dedicate their time to helping others. 

Mercy Girls frequently volunteer at organizations such as Foodlink, 
Cameron Community Ministries, Bethany House, and Ronald 
McDonald House. 

Middle school students participate in Ministry Days, which combine 
service, spirituality, and team building. As a class, each grade 
volunteers at a local organization. Upon their return to campus, 
students have time for reflection and discussion about what they 
experienced and learned.

Each year, Mercy provides a service database to the students, 
which helps girls identify and connect with local organizations in 
need of volunteers. We also host a service and volunteer fair in 
the spring, which pairs students with 30+ organizations in need of 
community support.

17

 A bright beacon 
          to those in need

Mercy	Service	



18

Alumnae	success
Making their way in the world

Claire	Mongeau	’07
Founder	and	CEO,	M-Shule,	Kenya
“When I went to college, research in one of my courses indicated that 
women are less likely to take leadership positions or speak in class. 
That wasn’t a problem for me thanks to Mercy. I was never in doubt of 
my own abilities when I went to college and beyond, and that sense of 
confidence has let me pursue my goals at full force.”
 

Andrea	Davis	Zopp	’74
President	and	CEO,	World	Business	Chicago
“By going to an all-girls school like Mercy, we were able to form a 
unique bond that stripped away some of the competitiveness that can 
take place among girls at a co-ed school. This spirit of collaboration and 
cooperation has stayed with me throughout my life. Because of my time 
at Mercy, I know that when we work as one, there is nothing we can’t 
accomplish.”
 

Anne	Margulies	’74
Chief	Information	Officer,	Harvard
“When I went to college, I was able to absorb information, study 
properly, and think critically. This was due to the courses, faculty, and 
expectations at Mercy. I loved every minute of my time at school; the 
values that I hold so dear now were forged in the halls at Our Lady of 
Mercy. They have defined who I am as a person and have driven my 
success at Harvard.”

Julia	Tedesco	‘02
CEO,	Foodlink
“My education ignited a desire to move beyond charity and to address 
systemic injustice. Mercy set me on a path to not only serve the poor and 
vulnerable, but to transform the very conditions that perpetuate poverty.”



19

Mercy graduates 
go on to a variety 
of careers and 
industries, applying 
their skills at 
organizations 
such as:

 GlaxoSmithKline
 IBM
 Visa
 YMCA
 Amazon
 United Nations
 Capital One
 Travelers
 US Dept of the Treasury
 Paychex
 iHeartMedia
 Quest Diagnostics
 Rochester Regional Health
 Constellation Brands 

Mercy has been transforming young women into world-
class leaders for over 90 years. Mercy graduates have 
become Fortune 500 executives, surgeons, attorneys, 
authors, athletes, not-for-profit administrators, educators, 
artists, scientists, and community organizers.

MERCY DEVELOPS LEADERS.

75%	
of alumnae agree that 
Mercy helped develop 
their leadership skills.

81%  
say attending an all-girls 
school increased their 
confidence.

More than 

50% 
held a leadership 
role in college.

MERCY CREATES CAREER OPPORTUNITIES.
More than 

90% 
of alumnae say they 
are working in the 
career field of 
their choice.

More than 

80%
feel that Mercy helped 
develop the skills they 
needed to be successful 
in their careers.

Nearly 

90% 
agree or strongly agree 
that Mercy prepared them 
academically for college 
and life after high school.

MERCY INSPIRES A COMMITMENT TO SERVICE.
More than 

75% 
of graduates agree 
or strongly agree that 
“Mercy instilled in me 
a commitment to 
service and community” 

60%
of graduates 
performed service 
activities in college.
 

57% 
of alumnae volunteer 
in their community on 
a regular basis, and 
most volunteer 50 hours 
a year or more.

A foundation for the future

Results based on a survey of 837 Mercy alumnae, conducted in February 2020.



Sports are a large part of the Mercy experience for the vast majority of 
students. Year after year, our teams and individual players receive local, 
state, and national recognition. Several players are accepted to play in 
prestigious Division I and Division II colleges and universities. Mercy is a 
member of Section V of the New York State Public High School Athletic 
Association as well as the Private-Parochial League.

Outside of their practices and competitions, many of the Monarch teams 
participate in the Athletic Department’s Call to Service Challenge, where 
teams take a day out of their busy sports schedules to give back to the 
community. Mercy athletes also participate in the Sports Medicine for the 
Soul program during the winter and spring seasons. Coaches and athletes 
take time between practices and games to discuss spiritual growth, 
character development, and sportsmanship by applying the principles of 
the Catholic faith to athletic competition. 

Sports	build character
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Go Monarchs!

•	Alpine	Skiing
•	Basketball	
•	Bowling
•	Cheerleading
•	Crew
•	Cross	Country	
•	Golf
•	Lacrosse
•	Sailing
•	Soccer	
•	Softball	
•	Swimming
•	Tennis
•	Track	and	Field	
			(Indoor	and	Outdoor)
•	Volleyball		

Plus	many	more	
club	sports!



Learning	and	growing					
																	outside the classroom
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Go Monarchs!

With nearly 50 clubs offered, our students have 
endless opportunities outside of the classroom as 
well as within the community. 

• Writers, editors, photographers, and artists can  
 share their creative talents through the school’s 
 newspaper, literary magazine, and yearbook.

• Mercy's Robotics team competes in two major  
 events each year.

CLUBS	AT	MERCY
Academic Challenge Bowl
Adventure Club
Art Club
Best Buddies
Bluestockings
Boxing Club
Campus Ministry Board
Chess Club
Drama Club/Children's 
   Theater
Dress a Girl Club
French Club
Girl Up!

Green Team
Improv Club
Jazz Band
Junior Catholic Daughters 
   of the Americas
Latin Club
LEGO League
MasterMinds
Math League
Melders
Mercedes
Mercy Dance Company
Mercy Mosaic

Mercy Service
Middle School Math Club
Middle School Student 
   Council
Mock Trial
Model U.N.
Namaste Yoga Club
National Honor Society (NHS)
Odyssey of the Mind
President’s Cabinet
The Quill
Red Cross Club
Robotics

Run Club
Science Club
Ski Club
Spanish Club
Speech and Debate Team
Student Council
Triathlon Club - MTC
The Voice of Mercy Middle
Veritas (yearbook)
Young Mercy Leaders
Youth and Government

• Academic groups include Math League, Mock  
 Trial, Youth and Government, and Masterminds.  

• Mercy offers  Dance	classes,	Drama	Club,	
	 Improv	Club,	and	Jazz	Ensemble. Our actresses  
 also participate in a fall	musical and spring	
	 drama. Our entire community supports the arts  
 via our annual Arts	Fest, a full day dedicated to  
 celebrating creativity and talent. 



A life-changing Mercy education is truly an 
investment in your daughter’s future. Mercy is able 
to maintain affordable tuition rates while providing 
a world-class education thanks to our generous 
donors. Their contributions help bridge the gap 
between the actual cost of a Mercy education and 
the tuition we charge, saving	each	and	every	parent	
over	$2,000	per	student. In 2020-2021, we awarded 
more than $1.9 million in needed scholarships and 
financial aid.

Academic	Scholarships	
Students wishing to be considered for academic 
scholarships must take the entrance exam by 
the published February date. All admissions 
application materials must be completed and 
submitted no later than February 28.

McAuley	Scholarships award $500 per year to 
incoming students in Mercy’s middle school, the 
award continues each year a student is in middle 
school (through grade 8).

9th	grade	academic	scholarships are based on the 
results of an invitation-only scholarship application, 
and in some cases, specific scholarship criteria. 
Each scholarship is $500 per year for 
a student’s four high school years, 
for a total of $2,000. 

The	Emerging	Leaders	Scholarship is a one-year, 
$1,000 award available to incoming 6-12 graders. 
The scholarship is application-based and requires 
a recommendation letter. Applications are due in 
early February.

Multiple	Daughter	Tuition	Incentive
Mercy provides a tuition incentive for families with 
more than one daughter enrolled at the school. It 
may range from $500 to $2,000 depending on how 
many families are eligible each year and a family’s 
individual financial need. Families who wish to apply 
for this incentive must complete the Mercy financial 
aid application by March 15. 

Need-based	Financial	Aid	
Mercy offers financial aid based on a family’s 
individual calculated financial need. To apply for 
financial aid, each family will need to complete 
the confidential FACTS application, which can be 
accessed via our web site. Financial aid decisions are 
processed separately from admissions decisions.

More information and specific details on 
scholarships and financial aid can be found at 
www.mercyhs.com.

Helping families through	
Scholarships	and	Aid
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Students and families who wish to learn more about  
Mercy are encouraged to attend our Open House held 
annually in October.  At Open House, families can 
meet our faculty, staff, and school leadership; and 
learn more about what it is like to be a Mercy Girl.  
 
Informational	sessions	are special opportunities 
to learn what it’s like to be a Mercy Girl. During 
information sessions, parents and students have an 
opportunity to meet with students as well as learn 

Next	Steps
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Join the Circle of Mercy!

www.mercyhs.com

about the Mercy community and our admissions 
process. Information sessions are typically held on 
most Wednesdays during the school year. 

To	sign	up	for	admissions	events,	parents	
need	to	create	a	MercyLINK	account.	Please	
visit	the	admissions	pages	on	our	web	site	for	
more	information.

Application	Process
Mercy utilizes an online application portal, 
MercyLINK. A completed admissions application 
to Mercy requires the completion of our online 
application, a letter of recommendation, current 
academic records, and the Mercy entrance exam. 
Recommendation letters and entrance exams can 
be initiated once a MercyLINK account has been 
started. Entrance exams are held monthly on 
Saturdays during the school year. 

It is highly encouraged that applications are 
completed by June 1. Please visit our web site for 
more information and an overview of MercyLINK. 

For	More	Information
Contact our Admissions Department at 
585-288-7120 x310 or admissions@mercyhs.com. 



1437 Blossom Road, Rochester, NY 14610

585-288-7120  •  www.mercyhs.com 

Grades 6-12

Your daughter will shine at Mercy!

BE

ST PRIVATE SCHOOL

3 years in a row!


