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ur Lady of Mercy School for 
Young Women is proudly         
accredited by the Middle States 

Association of Colleges and Schools 
(MSA). Every seven years, we take 
part in the reaccreditation process. 
Through the use of surveys, data 
analysis, and collaborative work, this 
self-study protocol guides the faculty, 
staff, and Mercy community to assess 
where we currently are as a school 
and to create goals for where we want 
to be by 2027.

The MSA requires school-wide 
OBJECTIVES; ACTION PLANS to 
reach those objectives; and specified, 
detailed REPORTING that documents 
Mercy’s process. 

This process started in January 2019 
with an evaluation and appropriate 
revisions of Mercy’s foundation 
documents: Mission Statement, Belief 
Statements, and Profile of a Graduate. 
These documents are the building 
blocks for not only our MSA work, but 
also serve as the basis for decision 
making at all levels – from the 
classroom to the boardroom. 
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WE BELIEVE 
THAT...

 A caring community for young women is shaped  
 by our Catholic and Mercy identity, rooted in 
 Gospel values, dedicated to the ministry of 
 service, and respectful of cultural and 
 religious diversity.

 An all-girls education empowers young women to  
 unleash their potential through a vigorous pursuit 
 of knowledge, service to others, a global 
 perspective, and leadership opportunities.

 An effective learning environment is created  
 through communication, collaboration, mutual 
 respect, and a deep understanding of our 
 Mission Statement.

 All should be welcomed in a spirit of hospitality,  
 creating a safe environment that allows students, 
 faculty, staff, and parents to feel understood, 
 appreciated, respected, and valued.

 Using the lens of the Critical Concerns as a 
 guide, students make moral decisions and are 
 pioneers of change through their service to others.

 Leaders are empowered, life-long learners who 
 take responsibility, advocate for themselves, 
 embrace the joy of discovery, and are willing to 
 challenge themselves and their peers.

 Wellness begins with ‘we,’ and that a nurturing  
 culture and climate allow individuals to balance 
 the emotional, spiritual, and mental aspects of 
 their lives.



FAITH, LEADERSHIP, 
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

A Mercy Graduate is a world-class 
learner and leader who pioneers 
positive change, animated by the 
Critical Concerns of the Sisters 
of Mercy and by the motto, 
“Via, Veritas, et Vita” (I am the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life).

PROFILE OF A 
GRADUATE



A Mercy graduate...
Is grounded in her Faith

 Applies a faith-based discernment to decisions and actions, and in navigating the ambiguities
 of the world.

 Gives value to and embraces opportunities for service.
 Acts with compassion, respect, and empathy.

Is a healthy Risk Taker
 Challenges herself to actively seek new opportunities outside of her skill set.
 Acknowledges her shortcomings and is willing to be wrong.
 Explores alternative problem-solving strategies.
 Advocates for others.

Demonstrates a Growth Mindset
 Demonstrates persistence despite setbacks, viewing these setbacks as learning opportunities.
 Is open to diverse perspectives and to new ways of thinking and doing.
 Shows responsibility and self-advocacy.
 Is on a continual quest for knowledge, building on prior learning.

Is Globally Ready
 Recognizes and demonstrates sensitivity to diverse cultures, perspectives, behaviors, 

 and languages.
 Possesses an awareness of how interconnected she is with the local, national, and 

 global communities.
 Adapts to innovations in technology due to her mastery of foundational skills.

Is Resilient
 Understands that success takes time and effort.
 Uses her strengths and actively learns from others with different strengths.
 Demonstrates a positive self-image.

Is a Problem Solver
 Thinks independently and reflectively.
 Uses persistence and resilience to find solutions to real-world problems.
 Examines and solves an issue from multiple perspectives, both independently and collaboratively.

Is a Communicator
 Speaks and writes with clarity, fluency, structure, and command.
 Articulates her passions in a collaborative and flexible manner.
 Actively and respectfully listens when communicating with others.
 Seeks to find her own voice and exercises that voice appropriately.



Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women
is a Ministry of the Sisters of Mercy
 
We, the community of Our Lady of Mercy School 
for Young Women, are animated by the charism of 
Catherine McAuley, foundress of the Sisters of 
Mercy and by our motto: “Via, Veritas et Vita” 
(I am the Way, the Truth and the Life). The school, 
opened in 1928, remains a sponsored ministry 
of the Sisters of Mercy.
 
We are a sixth through twelfth grade all women’s 
college preparatory school. We are guided by the 
values of our Catholic identity while respecting and 
welcoming students of diverse backgrounds.
 
We empower young women to unleash their potential through a vigorous 
pursuit of knowledge, service to others, a global perspective and leadership 
opportunities. This pursuit is guided by a commitment to the virtues of 
hospitality, compassion, integrity, and respect for the inherent dignity of all.
 
Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women encourages students to be 
pioneers of change. Our mission is to provide an enriching balance of learning, 
serving, and loving that creates a community of care and sisterhood.
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