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News from Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women

“I give back what cancer takes
away; it is an incredibly rewarding
part of my practice.”
Ashley Amalfi, M.D. ’02
Board-Certified Plastic Surgeon, Quatela Center for
Plastic Surgery, Clinical Assistant Professor of Surgery,
University of Rochester
See article on page 30
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Just before the beginning of the school year, Mercy completely redesigned the look
and feel of our web site. Since the main purposes of Mercy's web site are to increase
awareness as well as ensure a robust student population, it was decided to separate the
promotional side of the site from the current parent side. This way, potential new students
and their parents will be immersed in wonderfully descriptive messages about our school
to help them make the right choice. Additionally, current Mercy parents now have a
dedicated site (Student/Parent Portal) where they can more easily locate information and
download documents pertinent to them. Parents can access the Student/Parent Portal
directly from the home page; alumnae can access pages dedicated to their needs from the
home page as well.
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Two in a Row:
Mercy Voted Best
Private School
Again!

For the second year in a row, Mercy has
been voted the Best Private School in the
Rochester Business Journal Reader Rankings
Poll. We were presented with our award
at a celebration at the Convention Center
last summer. Once again, our first-place
ranking confirms what we’ve known for
over 90 years – Mercy’s trusted academic
environment transforms young women into
world-class leaders. Thanks to our faculty,
staff, Board of Trustees, donors, alumnae,
the Sisters of Mercy, parents, students, and
friends whose commitment and love of our
school maintains Mercy’s title as Best Private
School. Mercy truly is life changing!

“I credit my
education at
Mercy as being
fundamental
in my success.
The educational
foundation, life
skills, and selfconfidence that began with my years
at Mercy were defining factors and
provided advantages in my life.”
Nanci Parks Gage ’85
Owner/President at eNGaged Partners

PAMELA FENNELL BAKER, J.D. ’74 P’12

President’s Message

One year ago last month, on one of the coldest days of winter,
I walked through the doors of my beloved alma mater as
President/CEO and was greeted by our wonderful students,
faculty, and staff. Because of that welcome, that cold day turned
into the warmest of the year for me. As I said in my first speech
to the entire school, “It is an honor and a privilege to lead Our
Lady of Mercy School for Young Women.” After this first year at
the helm, I realize what an understatement that was.
What an incredible year it has been! In the midst of the turmoil
created by the bankruptcy of the Diocese of Rochester, the
proposed merger of Allendale Columbia with Harley, and the
declining population of Western New York, Mercy is one of the
only private schools to actually gain students – a true vote
of confidence from parents and their daughters. Last June’s
graduating Class of 2019 included our first sixth grade class.
We are so proud of them and so pleased to have Dr. Sherylanne
Diodato ’93 as our Dean of the Middle School who began her
tenure the same day as me. Dr. D’s energetic and inspired
leadership makes the middle school years fun and exciting.
Once again, we were voted the Best Private School in Rochester
in the annual Rochester Business Journal poll – no small
achievement given the caliber of schools in our region. In
November, our Spirit Gala, co-chaired by Cory & Erik Herrema
P’20 and Kimberly & Matt Jones P’24 & P’26, secured a record
amount of money for our school and presented us with a nice
problem to have – potentially needing to find a bigger venue
to accommodate all of our families and friends who want to be
there next year!
These, however, are only the most visible of the wonderful things
we accomplished over the past year. In the last 12 months,
I participated in Meet and Greet events in cities where large
groups of Mercy alumnae live – San Francisco and Los Angeles
in April, New York City in June, Chicago in July, and Boston and
Washington D.C. in September (in addition to the wonderful
event we hosted in Rochester in May). Meeting with alumnae
who have built lives and careers in these great cities, or who are
just beginning to do so, was an incredible experience for me
because it illustrates so vividly what we say to our students – the

friendships they make, the values they absorb, and the lessons
they learn will remain for their entire lives, as any number of
alumnae who are now in their mid-70s can attest.
Within the halls of our historic campus, we also saw some
incredible things take place. The Cheryl Speranza Leadership
Institute, made possible through a generous gift from the
Speranza family and the Cheryl and Paul Speranza Family
Foundation in memory of Paul’s wife Cheryl Amering
Speranza ’65, took shape and provided mentoring and
inspiration to its first cohort of scholars. Through the
generosity of the LeChase Family, the Beverly Carroll LeChase
and R. Wayne LeChase Academic Achievement Center was
constructed and became a focal point for our middle school
students. Our 21st century classroom project is well on its
way to providing the most advanced teaching environment
for our students.
Outside my office are bookshelves that contain Mercy yearbooks
and bound copies of the literary magazine dating back 90 years.
I am reminded every day that our principal, Dr. Marty Kilbridge,
our Dean of the Middle School, Dr. Sherylanne Diodato ’93,
and I are merely shepherds of this incredible tradition – rooted
in faith, good work, and education. Each of our traditions,
including Spirit Week, Golden Mass, Mission Month, May Day,
Rose Mass, and more builds on the generations of young women
who have studied and prayed inside these walls as they moved
into the wider world to do great things. While it is indeed an
honor and privilege to lead this school, the true privilege is the
opportunity to get to know each of the young women who make
up our student body, and who, of course, make Mercy the very
special place it is.
I hope you enjoy this issue of Angles – many of the items I
mentioned in this letter are addressed throughout this wonderful
news magazine. Together, these stories provide a rich, full picture
of the energy and excitement that continues to propel our school
to greatness.
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All Smiles
for the
First Day
of School

September 6, 2019 marked the 91st ‘first day of school’ at Mercy for all
students. Nearly 1,000 smiling faces of students, teachers, staff members,
parents, and volunteers descended on Mercy, all happy to be back together.
Mercy Girls in sixth through twelfth grade made their way through
the halls, eager to find their classes, make new friends, and share their
summer adventures.
“I never get tired of the first day of school,” said Social Studies Teacher Emily
Casey. “Sure, we may be a bit sad about the end of summer vacation, but
once I see these girls, I am so happy we are together again.”
Truly serving a diverse student population, Mercy Girls come from all areas
in and around Rochester and the Finger Lakes. Nearly 40 school districts are
represented from both the east side and west side of Rochester. We are also
very proud to serve students from over 20 countries, including Bangladesh,
China, Cuba, India, Nepal, Russia, and South Korea.
Regardless of what corner of the globe our students originate, once they
become Mercy Girls they are part of an unbreakable sisterhood that lasts
a lifetime.
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What Do You Want to be When
You Grow Up?
On September 6, 2019, the first day of classes for all grades, Mercy Principal
Dr. Marty Kilbridge spoke to the entire student body at an assembly. His words
were so profound and gave pause to all in attendance. We are blessed to have
Dr. Kilbridge as principal; he truly embodies the mission of Mercy and
demonstrates his commitment to all the students.
“Good morning girls! I want to welcome you, our guests, faculty, and staff to
the 2019-2020 school year. It is going to be a year full of opportunities and
challenges that will enrich our lives. I want to begin with a question that you
have probably been asked many times before: What do you want to be when
you grow up? Your first inclination is probably to think about a career. And
that should come as no surprise given that Mercy is a college preparatory
school with a focus on preparing you with the knowledge and skills to
succeed in college and beyond. But this was a trick question!

“The decisions you
make going forward will
form who you will be.”

I knew a teacher who, when asked what she taught, answered, ‘children.’ You
see, a quality Catholic education is not simply about subjects, knowledge,
and skills, it is about you and your character. You may change careers many
times in your life, but you will bring your character with you wherever you
go. So, when I ask what do you want to be when you grow up, I’m really
asking what is your ideal self? What character traits will you embody? Will
you be a person of integrity? Will you be prudent, exercising wise
judgment? Will you be temperate, moderate in your desires?
Will you be just? Will you be courageous? Will you exhibit
the Christian virtues of faith, hope, and love? These are
the traits we sincerely hope you will embrace.
How do you become your ideal self? It is through the
decisions you make on a daily basis. Decision-making
is the most important human act. It forms who you are;
you are the product of all the decisions you have made.
The decisions you make going forward will form who
you will be. Consider, then, who you want to be and
make sure that every decision you make is through
that lens. This year, I hope you will consider how
you can take advantage of Mercy's opportunities
to grow toward your ideal self and make this
world a better place.”
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Leadership
Mercy’s Leadership Speaker
Series Takes Off in 2020

M

ercy started off 2020 with a jam-packed schedule of
leadership presentations for students in all grades. As part
of the middle school’s Workshop Wednesday Leadership
Development series, the students were introduced to Naomi Silver,
President/CEO/CFO of the Rochester Red Wings. Ms. Silver planted
the seeds for growth for our middle schoolers – her wisdom and
experiences will help our students continue to think about their
future careers and aspirations. She provided our students with such
a great experience and exposure to various career possibilities within
the sports arena. Ms. Silver is the first of many guests in the middle
school’s Career Speakers Monthly Workshops.
As part of the high school’s monthly Lunch and Learn Leadership
series, Mercy’s Counseling Department welcomed alumna Julie M.
Lenhard, M.D., ’82 Primary Care Physician, University of Rochester
Medical Center, and Assistant Professor of Clinical Pediatrics,
Department of Pediatrics. Dr. Lenhard shared information about her
career path in the field of medicine, provided profound insights into
what one might expect in a typical day, and spoke about her Mercy
and college experiences that led to her career path.
Future leadership workshops and presentations will include authors,
criminal justice experts, engineers, business leaders, artists, and
many others.

These presentations are essential to the development of Mercy Girls’
own leadership abilities. Through these workshops, our young
women are able to engage leaders in our community who have
taken various journeys to become experts in their fields. The
wisdom these community leaders have gained from their personal
journeys provides our students with tools to develop self-advocacy
skills and self-confidence, to have an empowered voice, and to make
informed decisions about their educational and professional futures.
These tools of leadership allow our students to become servant
leaders and impact the lives of others with whom they interact in
their communities.
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Upper: Naomi Silver, President/CEO/CFO of the Rochester
Red Wings. Lower: Julie M. Lenhard, M.D., ‘82 Primary Care
Physician, University of Rochester Medical Center, and Assistant
Professor of Clinical Pediatrics, Department of Pediatrics.
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Leadership
Mercy Launches World-Class
Leadership Initiative
Leadership is not ‘one-size-fits-all.’ The pace of change in our
world; influences from many areas of society; and demands for
continued learning, critical thinking, and deeper understanding
all redefine leadership every day.
One thing that never changes is Mercy’s 90-year commitment to
preparing our young women as leaders. Several years ago, our
last strategic plan focused on the Mercy vision to develop
world-class learners who make a difference in our global society.
At the 2019 Mercy Spirit Gala, President and CEO Pam Fennell
Baker ’74 P’12, announced plans for the Mercy Leadership
Initiative, a comprehensive program that will help each Mercy
Girl explore and define leadership, and develop the skills,
understanding, and character she will need to lead in the future.
The vision presented included classroom curriculum and
leadership materials, mentoring and modeling, skills and
character development, and other elements designed to position
Mercy as an innovator in young women’s leadership education.
All Mercy students will be presented with the opportunity to
participate in the Mercy Leadership Initiative, and aspects of
the program will span all age groups. Highlights will include
servant leadership projects, global impact opportunities,
leadership-focused field trips, alumnae mentors and coaches,
guest speakers, and faculty/staff professional development.
“This program will ensure every Mercy Girl’s classroom
experience will cultivate the traits and skills of a world-class
leader, including but not limited to moral decision-making,
conflict resolution, public speaking, and goal-setting,” said Baker.
As this initiative develops, we hope to have many opportunities
for alumnae, parents, grandparents, and the community to be
part of this innovative program. If you are interested in
contributing to the Mercy Leadership Initiative, contact
Tish Ciaccio ’79, Vice President of Institutional Advancement,
at 585-288-7120 x308 or eciaccio@mercyhs.com.

ANGLES • SPRING 2020

7

Numb3rs
Mercy by the

2018-2019 Annual Report to the Community

786
37
Stu
d

ent
s

Lo
dist cal sch
o
rict
s se ol
rve
d

644
100%
Percentage of seniors
who graduated in 2019

Graduates since 1932

ANGLES • SPRING 2020

Number of
colleges/universities
2019 graduates
are attending

Number of AP exams taken
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8
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4
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majors of graduates:
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Psychology
Nursing
Business
(Marketing/Admin)

66%
Percentage of students
participating on
sports teams

38%
Percentage of students
receiving need-based
scholarships

1.5

$

Million awarded
in scholarships
and financial aid

CLASS OF 2019

$30
Million in college
scholarship offers earned

10

YEARS
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Number of donors
giving for
10+ consecutive years

22

315

1.08

$

Million in donations

Number of
new donors

Total operating revenue

$10,913,000
Total operating expense

$11,621,000

Number of countries
of origin for students
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WATERCOLOR

The Circle
of FRAME
Mercy
Continues
to Grow!

Over 115 families visited
campus during Open House
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T

his past October, Mercy welcomed over 115 prospective
students and their families for the school’s annual
Open House. The evening was filled with excitement,
laughter, and education as a new generation of Mercy Girls
explored the building.

Seniors Maheen Ahmed ’20 and Sara Trudeau ’20 served as
the event’s emcees, showcasing the value of a Mercy education
to visiting families. The Mercy Ambassadors led families on
tours, and a cohort of Mercy parents alongside seniors Rory
Herrema ’20 and Fiona Connolly ’20 conducted an engaging
Q&A session.
The curriculum, athletics, and club expo, held in the Kathleen
Bonsignore Walgreen Gymnasium, offered guests a chance to
engage one-on-one with teachers, administration, coaches,
parents, and students, who all shared personal stories and
information about Mercy’s academic, service, sports, and
extracurricular programs. In the middle school gym, the Mercy
P.E. department set up a ‘Student Fun Zone’ which was enjoyed
by students, siblings, and parents.

“The excitement of Open House is energizing,” said Rose Feor Cooper
’02, Mercy’s Director of Enrollment Management. “Seeing girls discover
Mercy for the first time reminds me of all the ways I benefited from my
world-class Mercy education. Mercy offers a cutting-edge, all-girls
education in an inclusive, faith-based environment. At a time when many
schools in the area are seeing a decline in enrollment, Mercy continues to
grow. It’s an exciting time to join the Circle of Mercy.”
Research shows the benefits of an all-girls education. When compared to
their peers at co-ed schools, girls school graduates display:
•
•
•
•
•

Stronger academic skills
Higher confidence in STEM
Increased civic and community engagement
Heightened career aspirations
Confidence that their opinions and voices are respected

If you know a potential Mercy Girl, please invite her to visit our campus
for a shadow day or encourage her to explore our web site at
www.mercyhs.com. Our Admissions team is available to answer any
questions; contact Rose Feor Cooper ’02, Director of Enrollment
Management at 585-288-7120 x310 or Alana Colaruotolo Caston ’07,
Admissions Coordinator at 585-288-7120 x304.

Word-of-Mouth:
Mercy’s Best
Marketing Tool
When a family is considering schools
for their daughter, hearing about
Mercy from an alumna or current
family makes a big difference. If you
know a potential Mercy Girl, we
encourage you to invite her to our
2020 admissions events:
• Shadow Days: March 3, March 24,
April 28, and May 19
• Entrance Exams: March 7 and May 2

ANGLES • SPRING 2020
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Cheryl Speranza Leadership
Starts Strong
By Linda Dickey, MS, Chair and Sharitta Gross, Ed.D., Vice Chair
In September, the Cheryl Speranza Leadership Institute at Our
Lady of Mercy School for Young Women welcomed its first
cohort of 12 students. Hailing from all over the Greater
Rochester Area, these exceptional young women are excited
to be included in this revolutionary initiative. Designed to
cultivate the next generation of female leaders of color, the
Institute is the culmination of a bold dream of Paul and the
late Cheryl Amering Speranza ’65.
This first cohort has been very busy this academic year. In
alignment with Mayor Lovely Warren’s strong belief that young
people understand the vital part they play in our community,
the Lunch with the Mayor series was launched in 2014. This
series provides Mayor Warren with an opportunity to visit local
schools, while allowing students to engage with her on a more
personal level. In September, the Institute was honored to be
the first stop on Mayor Warren’s Lunch with the Mayor series.
Mayor Warren provided the scholars with invaluable nuggets of
wisdom, ranging from the importance of paying it forward to
social media etiquette.
In October, the Institute hosted an all-day Fall Symposium
which focused on careers in the health care field. In
collaboration with the Black Physicians Network and the Black
Nurses Association of Rochester, 25 Mercy students from all
grades received first-hand knowledge from experienced
professionals such as doctors, nurses, dentists, and post-doctoral
students. Each participant engaged in hands-on activities,

such as heart dissection, suturing, taking vitals, and applying
tourniquets in emergency situations. This very successful and
enlightening event was well received and prominently featured
in the Democrat and Chronicle.
In November, the Institute launched its Peer Mentoring program
which pairs each scholar with a Mercy upperclasswoman during
their first year. This allows the scholars to enhance their Mercy
experience via a peer who demonstrates academic excellence
and leadership. Nearly half of the peer mentors are members of
the National Honor Society.
The Institute’s scholars also participated in some Mercy activities
as well, including:
• Jailyn Figueroa ’23, Autumn Wilson ’23, Binita Koirala ’23,
and Josephine Noel ’23 were featured in the four-day run
of Mercy’s rendition of the Tony Award-winning musical
The Secret Garden.
• MariArelis Flores ’23 and Autumn Wilson ’23 were a part
of the modified Cheerleading squad that won first place at
the University of Buffalo’s competition.
• Grace Reese ’23 earned a spot on Mercy’s JV Basketball team.
The Institute is currently recruiting for a second cohort of six to
eight young women for the 2020-2021 school year. It is excited
to continue its collaborative work with Mercy as it moves
forward in creating the next generation of female leaders.

Cheryl Speranza
Leadership Institute:
cultivating the next
generation of female
leaders of color.
Jailyn Figueroa ’23 in Mercy’s fall production of The Secret Garden.
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Institute’s First Cohort
‘Lunch with the Mayor’ at Mercy.

Maeghan McKenzie ’19 (left photo, center) who, upon request
by Mercy Theology teacher Karlien Bach, RSM ’75 (right),
created an amazing piece of art as a gift to the Cheryl Speranza
Leadership Institute. Using an existing piece of art as inspiration,
Maeghan crafted a wonderful pencil drawing and formally
presented it to Linda Dickey and Dr. Sharitta Gross (second from
left and right), leaders of the Institute. Sister Karlien then
requested a handcrafted frame be constructed by the students
at St. Michael’s Woodshop, a ministry that offers life skills to
urban youth through the art of woodworking. Art Teacher
Kevin Giaquinto, Principal Dr. Marty Kilbridge, and
President/CEO Pam Fennell Baker '74 P'12 were also
present for the unveiling.
ANGLES • SPRING 2020
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Mercy’s
st
21 Century
Classrooms
By Donna Horn, Dean of Academics

Mercy has been purposefully
and methodically developing
a new, 21st century approach
to classroom instruction. This
new approach is in direct
response to the ever-changing
global and technological world
our students now face both in
and out of the classroom.
Traditional classrooms may
always have a place in
education, but if we look at
the advancements in teaching
beyond Smart Boards, Google
Classroom, and Surface tablets,
classroom instruction has
not kept up with the pace
of technology.
Continued on page 16
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21st Century Classrooms continued from page 14

“The group-style layout
of the classroom allows
students to collaborate and
learn from our peers. The
classroom is a relaxed yet
structured environment
that encourages growth.”

The 21st century classroom focuses
on what is learned, as opposed to
what is taught. Students use
multiple resources to learn and
focus on problem-solving versus
memorization. Flexible and
active learning means everyone
meets Mercy’s high standards and
can demonstrate this in multiple
ways. The process of learning is just
as important as the answer; students
are invited to share their thinking
— Megan Miller ’20
process with their teachers and peers.
Teachers are constantly monitoring
Classroom B has desks organized into seven clusters with four
their students—coaching, assessing, clarifying, redirecting,
desks within each cluster. Each cluster has a large high-definition
asking questions, and probing. They no longer simply tell the
students, but guide them in developing their understanding of
monitor. One student is mirroring their laptop screen onto the
course content.
monitor so the rest of the group can see. The students are
discussing the content with each other and offering suggestions
for revising the work shown. The teacher circulates among the
“I enjoy the unique and interactive classroom environment that
groups, monitoring the interactions, asking questions to check for Señora Ali has created,” said senior Megan Miller ’20. “The
understanding, and providing assistance to the group as needed.
group-style layout of the classroom allows students to
collaborate and learn from our peers. The classroom is a relaxed,
In the traditional classroom, Classroom A, the teacher holds all
yet structured environment that encourages growth.”
the knowledge and gives it out in small doses to the students. But
is this the most effective way of teaching? Today, thanks to the
Currently, Mercy has a few different models of 21st century
ubiquitous nature of the Internet, our students have information
learning spaces with which teachers are experimenting. Aspects of
coming at them all the time in many different ways. In order to
these learning environments will continue to be incorporated into
best prepare our girls for college and life after high school, we
all of our classrooms each year.
need to give them the tools necessary to think critically about
the information to which they have access. A classroom such as
“The classroom environment is very immersive with the use
Classroom B fosters important skills needed to do this, called the
of technology and layout of the classroom,” said sophomore
4Cs by the Partnership for 21st Century Skills: Creativity,
Sockhunthier Salcido ’22. “The classroom provides a feeling
Collaboration, Critical Thinking, and Communication.
of inclusion.”
Consider two unique classroom
setups: Classroom A has four
rows with seven desks in each
row. The teacher’s desk is at the
front of the room. When you
enter this class, you note that
the teacher is doing most of
the talking, with students
occasionally answering a
question after raising their hand
and being called on. Students
are writing notes based on what
the teacher writes on the board.
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Leadership
Mercy Shares Innovative Approach
at National Coalition of Girls'
Schools Conference
Last month, Dean of Academics Donna Horn and Director
of Enrollment Management Rose Feor Cooper ’02 presented
Partnerships for Proactive Programming at the Educating Girls
Symposium hosted by the National Coalition of Girls’ Schools.
The symposium, attended by more than 200 representatives from
girls schools across the country, focused on the theme of leading
schools, leading girls, and preparing for the future.
Donna and Rose’s presentation centered on the innovative
partnership between admissions and academics they developed
over the past year. With increased collaboration between
admissions and academics, and focus on student outcomes early
in the admissions process, the Mercy team has become increasingly
able to respond to student needs before a student enrolls – by
proactively anticipating and developing programs to best support
the school’s students. A direct result of this approach was the
Beverly Carroll LeChase and R. Wayne LeChase Academic
Achievement Center which opened in Mercy’s middle school
this year.

President and CEO Pam
Fennell Baker ’74 P’12 attended
the conference, along with VP
of Institutional Advancement
Tish Ciaccio ’79.
“The National Coalition of Girls’ Schools brings together the best
and brightest minds in the field of all-girl education, and we’re
thrilled to see Rose and Donna’s innovative approach recognized
at this event,” said Pam. “When many schools are seeing a decline
in enrollment, Mercy is thriving, and it’s a direct result of efforts
such as these.”
Mercy is a member of the National Coalition of Girls’ Schools,
which provides research, best practices, and professional
development for K-12 all-girl institutions across the country.
In addition to presenting at the symposium, the Mercy team
attended multiple training sessions on topics such as school
culture, diversity, and next generation leadership skills.

I

n 2017, Mercy’s Marketing Department began an initiative to capture some of our alumnae’s testimonials to showcase the success
of the school’s graduates on the world stage. First displayed within the school as a poster, the testimonials are then shared on social
media, the Mercy web site, and in publications such as Angles. Each poster features a photo of a current or former student, as well as a
meaningful quote they wish to impart to others.
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Setting the Course for Even
Greater Success
Mercy’s Middle States re-accreditation process

F

or the past year, Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women has been undergoing
the Middle States re-accreditation process. The Middle States Association (MSA) is
an accrediting body for schools in the northeastern United States. Re-accreditation
comes up every seven years and requires a thorough self-evaluation of the school based on
standards set by the MSA. Through this process, we have identified our strengths and areas
for growth, developed three objectives that encapsulate areas for special and more rigorous
attention, and generated action steps that will help us accomplish those objectives over
the course of the next seven years. In this way, the accreditation process allows us an
opportunity to set a course for even greater success in accomplishing our mission. For
example, students will experience a more robust Mathematics and Science curriculum and
more fulfilling Faith and Service programming.

18
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Reflecting on our mission as we plan for the future marks
our way of proceeding. The timing of our Middle States
re-accreditation was deliberately moved up one year so that
we could use it to set the stage for developing our next strategic
plan. The process was led by a team of internal coordinators:
Teacher Eileen McAliney P’19 & P’20, Library Media Specialist
Lora Stumpf Zumchak ’87, and Dean of Academics Donna
Horn. They began with a review of our foundational
documents: the Mission Statement, our Belief Statements, and
our Profile of a Graduate. The Mission Statement was not
altered, the Profile of a Graduate was adapted from our existing
World-Class Learners document, and our Belief Statements
were crafted with input from multiple constituents and finalized
by the planning team.

Mercy’s Belief Statements
• A caring community for young women is shaped by
our Catholic and Mercy identity, rooted in Gospel values,
dedicated to the ministry of service, and respectful of
cultural and religious diversity.
• An all-girls education empowers young women to
unleash their potential through a vigorous pursuit of
knowledge, service to others, a global perspective, and
leadership opportunities.
• An effective learning environment is created through
communication, collaboration, mutual respect, and a
deep understanding of our Mission Statement.
• All should be welcomed in a spirit of hospitality,
creating a safe environment that allows students, faculty,
staff, and parents to feel understood, appreciated,
respected, and valued.

With these documents in hand, the planning team distilled
input from surveys administered to students, parents, staff, and
the Board of Trustees. They identified areas of strength and
areas for growth. These areas coalesced into three objectives
focusing on Organizational Capacity, Academics, and Faith.
The Organizational Capacity objective focuses on institutional
policies and procedures, the Academic objective focuses on
strengthening our Math and Science programs, and our Faith
objective focuses on Christian service and spiritual reflection.
Having developed the three objectives, subcommittees met to
craft action steps to meet these objectives over the course of the
next seven years. At this time, the action steps and the report are
being finalized and will be sent to the Middle States Association
for approval. The MSA will send a visiting team to the school this
spring for review and discussion.

Profile of a Mercy Graduate
A Mercy Graduate is:
• Grounded in her Faith
• A Healthy Risk Taker
• Open to Diverse
Perspectives and to
New Ways of Thinking
and Doing
• Globally Ready
• Resilient
• A Problem Solver
• A Communicator

• Using the lens of the Critical Concerns as a guide,
students make moral decisions and are pioneers of change
through their service to others.
• Leaders are empowered, life-long learners who take
responsibility, advocate for themselves, embrace the
joy of discovery, and are willing to challenge themselves
and their peers.
• Wellness begins with ‘we,’ and that a nurturing culture
and climate allow individuals to balance the emotional,
spiritual, and mental aspects of their lives.
ANGLES • SPRING 2020
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Student Passion for
Speech and Debate Fuels
Team’s Rise to Greatness
Many of us can relate to the well-known (and often quoted) findings first conveyed in a 1973
study* that reported the majority of Americans ‘fear speaking in public more than their own
death.’ The mere suggestion of being asked to present in front of a large group of people has the
potential to spread fear and anxiety throughout a very large portion of the population. While some
researchers suggest this innate human fear can be credited to an obscure evolutionary component
buried deep in our DNA, Mercy Girls are more interested in focusing on how they can overcome
this fear and become eloquent and confident speakers.
Every course offered in Mercy’s expansive Program of Studies emphasizes – whether directly or
indirectly – the need for our students to tamp down their intrinsic fear of public speaking and
overcome the challenges that will hinder their growth as a leader. Whether it’s Spanish 3, Honors
Pre-Calculus, Physical Education, or American History, Mercy Girls are expected to speak, present,
and grow as public speakers while embracing their fears and working with their teachers to find
creative ways to use those fears to elevate their abilities. It is a vital component of Mercy’s
award-winning approach to academic excellence.
Despite Mercy’s rigorous expectations for students to be outstanding communicators, there is a
group of girls at Mercy who does not shy away from, but rather relishes, the chance to speak in
public, to engage a group of listeners in an attempt to sway their opinion, and to discuss the
merits or pitfalls of any number of topics. They are the members of Mercy’s Speech and Debate
Club. Through the years, the team has undergone many starts and stops to finally arrive at where
it is today – led by a new, highly-trained coach and competing on the national stage.
“In the span of a single year, we grew from three girls to a ten-girl team,” said Rory Herrema ’20,
captain of Mercy’s Speech and Debate team. “While still a small team comparatively, we were able
to send five girls to debate at the national level solely because of the passion we have at Mercy.”
According to Stephen Donsky, Mercy’s recently appointed veteran speech and debate coach, the
vision of the club is to “help girls learn how to speak, voice their opinion, understand different
viewpoints, formulate arguments, and increase their personal confidence.” These are all extremely
valuable goals that mirror Mercy’s academic curriculum. Donsky, a certified teacher who received
his undergraduate degree in Theater Arts as well as his master’s degree in Education from
Nazareth, has a passion for speech and debate. He debated all four years in high school while
qualifying for three state tournaments and a national tournament. Speech and debate is in
Donsky’s blood, and the Mercy team members are extremely fortunate to learn under his tutelage.
The team practices for two hours, twice per week, with competitive meets usually held on
Saturdays from October through May. Oftentimes, due to the small size of the Mercy team, the
McQuaid team joins the girls for practice and then competes against them during meets. It is a
competitive yet symbiotic relationship that works well for both teams. Mercy Girls compete in
several different types of speech and debate categories, including Original Oratory, Duo, Lincoln
Douglas, Public Forum Debate, and Congress. In addition, there are other categories in which
*R. H. Bruskin Associates What are Americans Afraid Of?, 1973

Continued next page
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Speech and Debate continued from previous page
team members could consider competing: Dramatic/Humorous
Interpretation, Oral Interpretation, Extemporaneous Speaking,
and Declamation.
Several Mercy Girls compete in Duo, where the performers work
together – but must only look at the judges, not each other –
acting out an entire randomly chosen scene. In Original Oratory,
Mercy’s competitors write speeches about a societal issue that is
important to them.
For those Mercy Girls involved in debate, each
debater (or team, depending on the category)
receives a topic for which they must write
speeches, then debate an opposing person or
team. To make it even more challenging, team
members do not know which side of the topic
they will be assigned until the round is
announced. Following their defense of one side
of the topic, they are then required to defend
the other side.

Leadership

involved, which is a tremendous help to Coach Donsky when
preparing for the weekly tournaments.
Sue Raymond, the mother of Assistant Team Captain Emma
Raymond ’22, has been a pivotal component of the team’s ascent
to greatness. Not only has she been one of the team’s strongest
supporters and cheerleaders, she also intervened on behalf of the
team and worked with Mercy administration
to hire a certified Speech and Debate coach.
She is also the parent who is ready at a
moment’s notice to provide the girls with
band aids for their feet when they have been
standing for hours.
“I am very proud of these girls; they have
rallied over the past year to build themselves
up on their own,” said Sue. “They are
determined and support each other. They
made Nationals last year to the surprise of
everyone. They went with no coach and
competed against teams that had five and
six coaches.”

Recently, Mercy hosted the first Student
Congress in the Rochester area in over a decade.
In this form of speech and debate, students
take the roll of a member of the U.S. Congress
Coach Stephen Donsky
to write a bill, and then debate the bill’s merits
Parents play an even more critical role in the success of the
against those who want to vote against the bill.
club – funding. All tournaments are paid for by the parents, with
Laura Giugno ’20 won the Student Congress, defeating all
team expenses reaching in the thousands of dollars per season.
members from competing schools.
Sue and the other parents are working hard to create a fundraising
Team members can qualify to compete at much larger
strategy, but it is difficult due to the team’s small size.
tournaments at the end of the year, squaring off with teams
Despite Mercy’s exponential growth in team members and parent
from around the state. Team members Shannon Ruppert ’21,
involvement, the Speech and Debate league is shrinking overall,
Elizabeth Anania ’21, and Laura Giugno ’20 recently
according to Coach Donsky. He attributes this to the inability
qualified for the State Championship. Laura is the top-ranked
of other schools and districts to maintain the inordinately high
Lincoln Douglas debater in Rochester. There are also several
commitment level needed by parents to keep the league active.
national tournaments open only to those teams and members
Since parents act as judges they need to be trained which takes an
who score high locally and regionally.
immense amount of time.
“The success we’ve experienced, especially earning two trophies
Despite all the challenges, optimism remains at an all-time high
so far, has been a team effort,” said Coach Donsky. “Each and
among the team members, Coach Donsky, parents, and Mercy
every team member has earned enough points in their rounds to
administration. It is the school’s goal to continue growing the
help us win.”
number of Mercy Girls who join the team, as well as winning
The recent success of Mercy’s Speech and Debate team is due to
more tournaments.
the efforts of so many people, including Coach Donsky, the
“Bringing home trophies for Mercy certainly is a goal of the
Mercy team members, and parents. Parent representatives play a
team,” said Rory. “But when we see an amazing improvement in
pivotal role on the team – helping organize tournaments, serving
self-confidence and self-assuredness in all of the team members
as judges, and transporting the team members to practices and
which extends beyond practice and tournaments, that is the
meets. They also ensure proper communication among everyone
true victory.”
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Mercy to Expand into Third
Floor of Motherhouse
It is with profound gratitude to the generosity of the Sisters of
Mercy that we announce the third floor of the Motherhouse
will be incorporated into Our Lady of Mercy School for Young
Women’s workspace. With direct access to the high school,
this beautiful space is ideally suited for our needs.

and office space have repeatedly been brought up as significant
needs; this expansion allows us to begin addressing these
concerns. Our vision for the future of Mercy will always be
guided by our Mission and responsive to the needs and
opportunities that arise.

These moves will allow
Mercy to reclaim
space in the high
school for classrooms.

Artistic renderings are currently being
produced. The new space will house
a Counseling Suite including a college
center; a much-needed conference
room and collaborative faculty
workspace; department offices for
Math, Science, World Languages,
Theology, English, and Social Studies; as well as
the office of the Dean of Academics. These moves will allow us
to reclaim space in the high school for classrooms.

We thank Board of Trustees Member
Pat Prinzing, RSM ’58; Mickey
Young, Director of Facilities, Sisters
of Mercy NyPPaW; and the local and
regional leadership of the Sisters of
Mercy for their kindness in extending
this opportunity to us. We also are
indebted to the five sisters who are relocating – a disruption to
their lives they have magnanimously undertaken for the good
of the school.

In developing these plans, we were very conscious of the
concerns that have been raised regarding space. Classroom

We expect this work to be accomplished by the beginning of
next school year.
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Mercy juniors Lauren Ogden ’21 and Sophie Pawelek ’21 performed a
selfless act in September, forgoing any gifts for their 16th birthdays and
instead asking their families and friends to donate to the Golisano
Children’s Hospital. The girls raised $750 which will benefit the
pediatric patients in greatest need. When acknowledged by Mercy
administration, Sophie responded, “Lauren and I did what any Mercy
Girl has been taught to do in order to better our community.”

Prior to the beginning of school, Mercy hosted
a Parent Picnic, welcoming new and returning
parents and guardians to the school. There was lots
of great conversation and many new connections
were made. Following a prayer, Mercy President
Pam Fennell Baker ’74 P’12 and Principal Dr. Marty
Kilbridge made a few remarks, then everyone in
attendance enjoyed delicious garbage plates. What a
great way to kick off the 2019-2020 school year.

In September, the entire school community celebrated Mercy Day at
morning mass. Following mass, the students and the Sisters of
Mercy participated in the Global Climate Day of Action. Theology Teacher
Joan McAteer, RSM ’66 led a blessing and dedication of the new Mercy
Monarch Garden and Wildflower Patch. Inspired by Anne Curtis, RSM, the
Mercy Monarch Milkweed Project, and Mercy’s new Green Team Club, our
students are taking action and enhancing our world.

In November, Mercy Senior Gianna Cutaia ’20 (right) organized the
Be Confidently You Fashion Show to bring awareness to the negative
ways social media affects girls. Gianna selected this topic for her
Motto project because of her realization of how social media was
negatively affecting her life and the lives of her peers. Students modeled
clothing from area boutiques and then changed into outfits in which
they were comfortable to emphasize beauty ‘with no filter.’ Over 100
people attended this event held at Shadow Lake. All money raised was
donated to the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention.
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Mercy senior and tennis phenom Julia Andreach ’20 won her 2nd State
Championship in November at the Tri-City Tennis Club in Latham,
Albany County. Julia, one of the most accomplished athletes in Mercy
and Section V history, will attend the University of Notre Dame where
she will study Psychology and Economics, as well as play tennis for
the Fighting Irish.

Henry is here! Mercy’s first certified therapy dog is a beautiful
Goldendoodle named Henry. Since his arrival in early January, Mercy
Girls easily connected with this friendly, six-year-old pooch, and the results
are undeniable – engagement, happiness, and laughter (and doing their
work with a smile!). Henry will be in the school every day in the
B. Thomas Golisano Media Center, monitored closely by his owner,
Therese Mack Randazzese ’89, Mercy’s Service Coordinator.
One 10th grader said “I feel calm already.” It’s not just the students,
teachers, staff, and administration are all getting their ‘Henry Time’ as well!

Mercy’s Media Literacy class hosted a panel of news media professionals in
January who offered students perspective into the seismic shifts of a news
media landscape that’s been dramatically altered by technological, business,
and political forces. Faced with rapid-paced and ubiquitous media messages,
these first-hand accounts provided students with important insights into the
inner workings of the complex machinery that plays such an integral role in
informing us as world citizens.

In January, Mercy hosted the 2nd Annual Holiday Social.
Recent alumnae from 2016 through 2019 were invited
back to Mercy to share their college experience with the current
juniors and seniors. There was a Q&A session held in the Catherine
McAuley Gallery during the students’ advisement period, with a
delicious brunch held afterward in the Gould Art Gallery.
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Mercy Received Two National
Philanthropy Day Awards
Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women recently received
two prestigious National Philanthropy Day awards for student
projects from the Association of Fundraising Professionals
Genesee Valley Chapter. Mercy won the Outstanding Young
People in Philanthropy – Group Award for the Class of 2019’s
Motto projects; and the Outstanding Young People in
Philanthropy – Individual Award for Madeline Berl’s ’19
individual Motto project.
Mercy’s Motto project, started in 2015, allows seniors to
connect their talents, passions, and interests on projects that
reflect the school’s Core Values and the Sisters of Mercy’s
Critical Concerns which are both centered around hospitality,
compassion, nonviolence, and respect for all. Students begin
their projects during their junior year and complete them in
March of their senior year with a presentation to a panel of
teachers, staff, alumnae, and community members. Through
their Motto projects, Mercy’s Class of 2019 raised more than
$37,000 in support of 85 organizations around the globe,
including organizations in Haiti, China, Guyana, and Nepal.
“This class went above and beyond with their projects,” said
Elizabeth Decosse, Mercy’s Motto Project Coordinator. “Each
year, the thought and dedication that goes into these projects
keeps improving, and the Class of 2019 reached new heights
with its fundraising efforts on behalf of both local and
international organizations.”
Mercy’s winner for the Outstanding Young People in
Philanthropy – Individual Award, Madeline Berl ’19 from
Victor, partnered with local charity IACKids (It’s All About

Caring for Kids) for her Motto project. Founded in 2012, IACKids
seeks to empower families in the Greater Rochester area who are
going through financial hardships due to a child’s severe illness.
Embracing her love of fashion, Madeline planned a ‘Runway
for Hope’ event in December 2018 to benefit the children and
families of IACKids. She hosted a pancake breakfast, Santa
Meet-and-Greet, ice skating, and fashion show that attracted 100
participants and raised more than $3,000.
“Madeline was able to give members of IACKids a platform to
share their stories,” said Kelly Conlan P’20 & P’26, Mercy’s
Director of Corporate Relations and Special Events. “More
importantly, she brought joy to all the children and families
involved in Runway for Hope.”
Through Mercy’s 2019 Motto project, Madeline and her fellow
classmates have developed life lessons that are necessary for their
next steps outside of Mercy’s walls. As each student develops
their project from the ground up, they gain valuable skills in
communication, event planning, organization, and leadership.
Above all, they are taught to use their passions to fulfill the needs
in their community.
“What starts as a ‘senior project’ ends as a true experience to
grow and learn the benefits of being compassionate to others,”
said Elizabeth. “I hope the Motto project inspires our students to
continue to give back after graduation through various volunteer
opportunities at college or in their community.”

Madeline Berl ’19
(back row in white
hat) poses with some
of the children from
her IACKids event
Runway for Hope.
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New Faculty

New Board
Members

Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women announces
new faculty for the 2019-2020 school year:
Jennifer Cellura P’24 & P’26
6th Grade Science
Cellura graduated from the University of Rochester
with a BS in Biology and Geology. She earned her
master’s degree in Childhood and Special
Education from Roberts Wesleyan College.

Katie Jenkins LaDuke ’08
6th Grade English
LaDuke earned her BS in Elementary and Special
Education from Saint Francis University. She
completed her Master of Education at the University
of North Carolina, Charlotte.

Katrina Palleschi
8th Grade English
Palleschi earned her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology
from Loyola Marymount University and her
Master of Science in Education from Mount Saint
Mary’s College.

Cori Quinn
High School English
Quinn earned her BA in English Literature from
SUNY Geneseo.

Dawn Humphrey
High School Chemistry
Humphrey earned her BS in Chemistry/Biochemistry
at Case Western Reserve University and her Master of
Science at the University of Rochester.

Donna Stossel
Mathematics
Stossel received her BS in Mathematics Education
from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University and her MS in Curriculum and
Instruction from Roberts Wesleyan.

AnneMary Hirschler
English
Hirschler received her BA in English Literature
from Hartwick College and earned her
master’s degree from SUNY Brockport.

Attorney Kevin Peartree P’11 & P’14
is a partner with Ernstrom & Dreste,
LLC. He counsels and represents
contractors, design-builders,
construction managers, specialty
contractors, owners, and designers
in the many areas relating to the
construction industry and contract law. Recognized as
a New York ‘Super Lawyer’ in the area of construction
litigation, Kevin is also the editor of a book on
construction contracts and has spoken to and written
for construction industry groups around the country.
He is a graduate of Albany Law School, University of
Notre Dame, and McQuaid Jesuit. Kevin and his wife
Chris live in Brighton. Their daughters Caitlin ’11 and
Emily ’14 are Mercy alumnae. He previously served
as the president of Mercy Crew, Inc., the parent-run
organization overseeing the Mercy Crew team.
Joan C. Mullaney, Ed.D. is employed
as a professor in the Department of
Education and Human Services at
Monroe Community College. She
served nine years as chairperson in
the department and has currently
returned to full-time teaching. She
received an MA and Ed.D. in Adult and Continuing
Education from Teachers College, Columbia
University; an MS in Education in Counselor
Education; and a C.A.S. in Education Administration
from SUNY Brockport. She developed and coordinated
a program for women’s return to education titled:
Tuesday/Thursday College for Women. Among her
awards are the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for
Professional Service, the ‘W Award’ for the Advancement
of Women from Rochester Women’s Network, and the
Susan B. Anthony ‘Celebrating Women Award.’
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Golden Mass
Continues
Wonderful
Tradition

Golden Mass is a
favorite Mercy
tradition for junior
Morgan Reese ’21.

Mercy students, teachers, alumnae, and friends celebrated Golden Mass in December.
Sponsored by the Campus Ministry Board, this long-standing tradition of providing
food, clothing and gifts to families in need is perhaps the most moving ceremony
held at Mercy. Each homeroom ‘adopted’ a family and purchased much-needed items
for them. Following a magnificent liturgy, where the wrapped gifts and food baskets
were blessed, students and families personally delivered these items to people in need
throughout our community.
“The beauty of Golden Mass is the coming together of our community to uphold the
Mercy values of service, love, and tradition,” said junior Morgan Reese ’21. “I love
knowing as a whole that we can make a difference in people’s lives during a season of
such goodness.”
Golden Mass is quite often the most moving act of service for our students. Many
alumnae and families returned specifically to celebrate Mercy’s Golden Mass.

Mercy alumna/parent
and Owner/CEO of Zweigle’s
Julie Camardo ’93 P’23 & P’26
returns every year to participate
in Golden Mass and deliver
items to families in need.
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SECRET
THE

GARDEN

Mercy’s Production
Earns Accolades

Mercy proudly presented the Tony Award-winning musical
The Secret Garden last November in the Dismas Center for the
Performing Arts. This enchanting classic of children’s literature was
reimagined in brilliant musical style by composer Lucy Simon and
Marsha Norman, the Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright.
Orphaned in India, 11-year-old Mary Lennox (played by soprano
senior Isabella Kunde ’20) returns to Yorkshire to live with her
embittered, reclusive uncle Archibald and his invalid son Colin
(freshman Norah Myers ’23). The estate’s many wonders include a
magic garden which beckons the children with haunting melodies
and the ‘Dreamers,’ spirits from Mary’s past who guide her through
her new life, dramatizing The Secret Garden’s compelling tale of
forgiveness and renewal.
Isabella garnered sympathy for the character of Mary with her
beautiful singing and distinct dramatic choices. She was also
recently selected to represent Mercy in the Conference All-State
Treble Choir at the 2019 NYSSMA Winter Conference. Isabella
earned this honor by scoring 100% on her Level 6 NYSSMA vocal
solo. She plans on pursuing Music as a college minor in the future.
The vision for the Mercy production was led by Elana Gizzi, vocal
director/producer; Megan Camacho-Bianchi, artistic director; and
Amy Marron, instrumental director with choreography by Alex
Aletto. The show also starred 30 of Mercy’s finest young female
performers in grades 9-12 along with young male performers from
Webster, McQuaid, and Fairport High Schools.
ANGLES • SPRING 2020
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COVER STORY

Giving Back
What Cancer
Takes Away
Dr. Ashley Amalfi, M.D. ’02 rebuilds
futures and gives women hope
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hen 7th grader Ashley Amalfi
first set foot in Mercy in 1997,
little did she know she was being
given the foundation that would
help her change the lives of so
many people around the world.

Back then, Ashley was mostly
interested in art, and she was
very good at it. But as she spent
her years at Mercy, there was a
desire growing within her – to
practice medicine. While she
didn’t see it at the time, it was
the perfect combination of these
two passions, along with the
encouragement from her teachers,
that ignited a future for Ashley
sending her across the globe
and back to Rochester.

Story continues on next page
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Giving Back continued from previous page
“Mercy taught me to be a strong woman, and that if I worked
hard to achieve my goals there were no limits to what I could
do in life,” said Ashley. “There was a constant voice in my ear
encouraging me to search and find what I loved to do.”
Ashley credits her Mercy teachers for giving her the tools and life
skills necessary to achieve her goals. Today, Dr. Ashley Amalfi
’02 is a Board-Certified Plastic Surgeon. She graduated Summa
Cum Laude from George Washington University with a BA in
Fine Arts and Art History. She pursued her Doctor of Medicine
from the University of Rochester’s School of Medicine and
Dentistry. Ashley then matched into a competitive integrated
residency in Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery at Southern
Illinois University in Springfield. She returned home after
completing her training and
began her career in academics as
Assistant Professor of Surgery at
the University of Rochester for the
last four years. She transitioned
this fall into private practice at the
Quatela Center for Plastic Surgery
and is very excited about this new
chapter in her career.

day, but now it’s three-dimensional in a different medium. It’s
equally rewarding and does so much good.”
Ashley’s practice is comprised of reconstructive and cosmetic
surgery of the breast and body. While at the University of
Rochester, she also performed a wide array of general
reconstructive surgeries including skin cancer reconstructions
of the face and body as well as complex hand trauma and
reconstructive surgeries of the face. She operates head to toe,
which has made her an expert in anatomy.
As the newest member of the surgical team at the Quatela Center
for Plastic Surgery, Ashley performs cosmetic breast surgery but
has also maintained her practice in breast reconstruction surgery
– because as a woman, she can
relate to her patients’ emotional
needs, and understands how
devastating cancer can be.

“I had an advantage coming
from Mercy as I embarked
on higher education – I was
so far ahead of my peers.”

Even though she graduated from Mercy in 2002, she never really
left. Ashley took with her the fundamentals of perseverance and
work ethic, as well as the self-confidence she needed to propel
her to pursue her passion.
“I had an advantage coming from Mercy as I embarked on
higher education – I was so far ahead of my peers,” said Ashley.
Thanks to Mercy, I had a well-established learning style and
organizational system that helped me to excel in the university
setting and ultimately graduate in just three years with my
undergraduate degree.”
It was in medical school when Ashley was able to truly see how
she could help others – in direct alignment with the Critical
Concerns of the Sisters of Mercy. Toward the end of her medical
training in 2009, she participated in the Smile Train, a mission
in Nha Trang, Vietnam. She and other physicians performed
surgeries to help adults and children suffering from severe burns
and cleft palates. Ashley completed 50 surgeries during her time
abroad, transforming the lives of her patients and their families,
and reinvigorating her desire to pursue both her artistic passion
and medical career with full force.
“What I do today as a surgeon is a perfect manifestation of my
art background,” Ashley said. “I still get to create art every single
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“I am so blessed to act as a small
glimmer of hope in my patients’
breast cancer journey,” Ashley
said. “I give back what cancer
takes away; it is an incredibly rewarding part of my practice.”
But Ashley finds rewards in all areas of her practice. As a mother
herself, she finds ‘Mommy Makeovers’ to be one of the most
gratifying procedures she can offer new mothers. Ashley has
immense expertise in breast reconstruction and is highly sought
out for primary and revision breast reconstruction surgery. She
has experience caring for many different congenital breast
differences and asymmetries as well as patients who are
unhappy with their outcomes from previous surgery and are
looking for revision surgery. As an artist, she has the skills and
attention to detail which translate into her cosmetic surgical
outcomes. Ashley recognizes that each of her patient’s goals and
desires are unique, and tailors her surgical plan and techniques
to help her patients look and feel their best.
Ashley’s journey to the top of her field was not easy; nor
was it common. She is one of just over one thousand female
Board-Certified plastic surgeons in the country – and was the
only female plastic surgeon in Rochester when she relocated
back to her home town. In a field dominated by men, she never
once questioned her dream or felt she couldn’t achieve it. Mercy
taught her to find other strong women to mentor and support
her. Along her way, Ashley did just that, following in the
footsteps of the pioneers who went before her. She also found
male mentors who supported her for her talents and individuality.

Left: Ashley Amalfi, M.D. at work in
the operating room.
Below: Dr. Amalfi speaks to students
at Mercy’s 2019 Event to Inspire
Career Exploration, Networking, and
Empowerment event.

“Surrounding myself with all of these wonderful individuals helped me
find success in my career, and I would not have had that foundation if I
didn’t start at Mercy.”
When she reflects back on her time at Mercy, Ashley vividly remembers
all of the celebrations; especially the excitement and family-like
atmosphere of the traditions such as Spirit Day, May Day, and
graduation. But it’s more than the events that warms Ashley’s heart.
“When I think of Mercy I think of my friends; they are all wonderful
feelings rather than just moments in time,” Ashley said. “My Mercy
friends are still my sisters; we were each other’s bridesmaids and are
godparents to all of our children. We will never lose touch.”
As a Rochester native, Ashley has no plans to leave the community that
has been so good to her. She is married to Dr. Thomas Frye, a urologic
oncology surgeon at the University of Rochester Medical Center. The
couple has a young son, Thomas, and daughter, Leoni, who keep their
lives busy. Ashley hopes her daughter will one day become a Mercy
Girl – to experience what she did and forge her own successful path.
Success is exactly what Mercy delivers. Ashley never once doubted
her abilities to excel in a male-dominated field. She believes all
opportunities are equally hers if she just works hard; there are no limits
to what she can become. This is a timeless message Ashley gave to the
eager young crowd of Mercy Girls at the 2019 Event to Inspire Career
Exploration, Networking, and Empowerment early last year.
“The Mercy experience is like no other. Soak up the people, the
experiences, the culture, and the lessons. All of this will serve you well
in your future and they will remain the backbone of your success.”
And Ashley is proof of that.
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LeChase Center Supports
Middle School Success

Generous gift established academic support classroom
Once again, longtime Mercy friend and benefactor Beverly
Carroll LeChase P’82 has been formulating a gift-giving plan
to enhance the Mercy experience and enable every student
to succeed academically and personally. This fall, thanks to a
generous gift, she and her family established the Beverly Carroll
LeChase and R. Wayne LeChase Academic Achievement Center
within Mercy’s middle school.
A unique learning environment, the Center provides
individualized support to the school’s middle school students.
As the middle school continues to grow (a new section was
added this school year), more students come to Mercy from
a wide range of academic backgrounds. As such, the need for
supplemental education at Mercy has increased. The Beverly
Carroll LeChase and R. Wayne LeChase Academic Achievement
Center provides a focused space and learning materials to hone
technology skills, strengthen math and writing abilities, help
with organizational and test taking strategies, and much more.
Spaces like this ensure our youngest Mercy women develop
both the skills and the personal confidence to succeed.
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“We can’t overstate how important building skills and confidence
is for young women in this age group,” said Mercy’s Dean of
Middle School, Sherylanne Diodato, Ph.D. ’93. “The LeChase
Center will help our students reach the highest levels of
academic success.”
Mercy has educated four LeChase family women: Marianne
Carroll Piccone ’66, Eleanor LeChase ’74, Jacqueline
LeChase Frate ’82, and Emilee LeChase ’17. Raymond F.
LeChase II P’17, currently serves on the Mercy Board of
Trustees. The LeChase family has provided generous support
to several Mercy initiatives over the years.
When asked why the family financially supports Mercy so
generously, Ray LeChase explained, “Mercy is an environment of
learning, both academically and for faith, that helps young
women learn who they really are and what they can become.”
Mercy was honored to present the LeChase Family with the
2019 Catherine McAuley Philanthropy and Vision Award at this
fall’s Mercy Spirit Gala.

Mercians and
Friends Hit
the Links
Last July, Mercy hosted our 20th Annual Father Ed Zimmer
Memorial Mercy Golf Tournament at Shadow Lake Golf Club. It
was a beautiful, sunny day full of golf, food, prizes, and fun. We
are grateful to our sponsors, donors, golfers, and volunteers for
helping us raise over $580,000 since our first tournament in 2000.

SAVE THE DATE!

Join us for the 21st Annual Father Ed Zimmer
Memorial Mercy Golf Tournament on
Wednesday, July 15, 2020 at
Shadow Lake Golf Club.
Registration includes 18 holes, lunch, buffet dinner,
and tee prize. If you have any questions or would
like to get involved, visit www.mercyhs.com/golf
or contact Kelly Conlan P´20 & P´26 at
kconlan@mercyhs.com or
585-288-7120 x312.

VERITAS SPONSORS
Connors & Ferris
Greenlight Networks

VITA SPONSORS
Bond Benefits Consulting
The Dolomite Group
Ernstrom & Dreste, LLP
Genesee Regional Bank
Graystone Pie
Liberty Underground Inc.

Mutual of America
John & Julie Odenbach
The Schnell Family
Waste Management
Ellen Zimmer
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Spirit Gala Breaks Record and
Raises Over $367,000
Over 500 people attended Mercy’s Spirit Gala on November 2 and
helped raise over $367,000 – the highest grossing Gala in our school’s
history. Hosted at the school in the beautifully decorated Kathleen
Bonsignore Walgreen Gymnasium, Middle School Gymnasium, and the
Catherine McAuley Gallery, the Spirit Gala is the premier fundraising
event of the Mercy calendar.

The LeChase Family

Karen M. Ralph ‘72

Each year, the event attracts local business leaders, parents, alumnae,
elected officials, Sisters of Mercy, faculty, Board of Trustees members,
and others to celebrate Mercy’s successes and contribute financially to
its future. Funds raised at the 2019 Gala support tuition scholarships,
equipment purchases, facilities upgrades, as well as provide the
foundation for the newly created Mercy Academic Leadership Fund.
Mercy legacy family and generous supporter, the LeChase Family, was
presented with the Catherine McAuley Vision and Philanthropy Award.
Through the decades, the family has generously supported many Mercy
priorities, including facilities renovations, the Mercy Fund, and the
annual Spirit Gala. This year, a LeChase Family gift enabled Mercy to
establish the Beverly Carroll LeChase and R. Wayne LeChase Academic
Achievement Center in the middle school, a facility Beverly envisioned
would enhance the Mercy experience for students.
Mercy’s own Director of Alumnae Relations, Karen M. Ralph ’72, was
presented with the Sister Mary Francesca Award for Service to the Mercy
Community. Karen utilizes the relationship building skills she developed
as a Mercy student to ensure all alumnae stay connected. Thanks to
Karen, Mercy Girls from all graduating classes know they are supported
by a powerful and caring sisterhood.

Gala Co-Chairs Matt & Kimberly Jones P’24 & P’26 and
Cory & Erik Herrema P’20
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Special thanks to Gala Co-Chairs Cory & Erik Herrema P’20 and
Kimberly & Matt Jones P’24 & P’26 for helping make this a very
successful Gala.

Thank you to our
Gala Sponsors:
Presenting Sponsor
The Robinson Family

Gold Sponsors
Greenlight Networks
Kammholz Rossi PLLC
LeChase

Silver Sponsors
1st Priority Mortgage, Inc.
Bond Benefits Consulting
Sarah and Jack Blake
St. John Fisher College

Underwriters
Abrasive Tool
Billitier Electric
The Bonadio Group
Cellura Dental
The Connolly Family
Crosby Brownlie, Inc.
Charles & Mary Crossed Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Joe DeGeorge
DiMarco Group
The Eye Care Center
Genesee Regional Bank
Isaac Heating and Air Conditioning
iV4
JMB Fitness
Landmark Group
Lawley Insurance
Linden Oaks Dental
Mengel Metzger Barr and Co. LLP
Park Grove Realty
SWBR
University of Rochester
Woods Oviatt LLP

Alumnae Honor
Karen M. Ralph ’72
through the Spirit of
Mercy Fund
Karen M. Ralph ’72, longtime
Director of Alumnae Relations,
embodies the Spirit of Mercy.
For nearly 20 years, she has
dedicated her time and energy
to connecting alumnae around
the country to the school and
to each other. Last fall, she was
awarded the 2019 Sister Mary
Francesca Award for Service
to the Mercy Community to
honor her time, dedication,
and service.
Further recognizing Karen’s
service, several of her classmates
recently came together to create
an emergency fund to help
current students who struggle
financially. This fund will
help them purchase important
classroom and school-life needs.
The Karen M. Ralph ’72 Spirit of Mercy Fund provides support to qualified students
for school supplies, uniforms, lunch accounts, student field trip expenses, prom
tickets, Father-Daughter Dinner Dance tickets, and more. Mercy’s Dean of Student
Life and the Vice President of Finance will administer the fund and ensure support
goes to students with the greatest need.
“Mercy is proud to prepare young women to achieve the highest level of success,
regardless of their families’ economic status,” said President and CEO Pam Fennell
Baker ’74 P’12. “We are also proud to be a family of women who support each other
and recognize the importance of compassion for those in need. This fund, and Karen
Ralph’s model of service to our school, are both wonderful examples of Mercy
women’s impact on our community.”
For more information on how you can support the Karen M. Ralph ’72 Spirit of
Mercy Fund, contact Vice President of Institutional Advancement Tish Ciaccio ’79
at eciaccio@mercyhs.com or 585-288-7120 x308.
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Reuniting Alumnae Across America
Over the past year, Mercy administration, the Office
of Alumnae Relations, and the Office of Institutional
Advancement have been traversing the country hosting the
ever-popular alumnae Meet and Greets. Over 150 Mercy
alumnae from all corners of America have come together
in great cities such as Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, New
York City, San Francisco, and Washington, D.C. These
gatherings give alumnae a chance to connect with one
another, reminisce, and also hear the latest news about
their beloved alma mater.

BOSTON

Thank you to all of the spirited alumnae who attended
for making the events so very special and memorable!
Additional dates are being added for 2020; keep an eye
on www.mercyhs.com/alumnae for details. You can always
suggest a new location by connecting with Karen M.
Ralph ’72, Director of Alumnae Relations, at
kralph@mercyhs.com.

CHICAGO

WASHINGTON

An
ng
sA
geellees
os
LLo
s

, DC

NEW
YORK
CITY
Boston: MaryLou Popen Herrmann ’71, Joan Esterheld ’71, Joanne Cerame ’71.
Chicago: Emma Falk ’13, Sarah Hetterich ’13, Carey DiPasquale ’13,
Maty Harrington ’14, Maeve Hourihan ’14, Maggie Smith ’14
Washington, DC: Patty Prince ’76, Kathy Scheg ’64, Courtney Rosenberger ’10,
Eileen Fitzgibbon Ortolani ’76
Los Angeles: Principal Marty Kilbridge, Katie Rubery ’13, Julia Baker ’12,
President/CEO Pam Fennell Baker ’74 P’12, Pat Dean Leftwich ’64, Kathy Eble
Owsinski ’67, Debbie Scott ’73, Fran Campione ’74, Brandy Soublet ’05, Donna
Campione ’72, Cathy Colucci Valentino ’72
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NYC: Shaina Garfield ’13, Hannah Reed ’12, Nora Hanna ’13, Sara Quinn ’12,
Alex Lane ’12, Halle Orr ’12, Victoria Vazzana ’13

Mercy Alumnae:
Winner and
Finalist of 2020
ATHENA Award
Through the years, Our Lady of Mercy School for Young
Women has graduated thousands of amazing women leaders
who have changed the course of history for the better. Mercy
Girls have become corporate CEOs, non-profit leaders, and
entrepreneurs who have taken what they learned at Mercy and
applied it to the world around them. Several of these leaders have
been recognized as finalists, or have won, the Rochester Chamber
of Commerce prestigious ATHENA Award. The internationally
recognized ATHENA Award was established in 1982 to honor
the achievements of exceptional women leaders. This year, Julie
Goodsell Marsiglio ’90 and Julie Camardo ’93 P’23 & P’26
have been added to this esteemed group of women.

Julie Camardo ’93 P’23 & P’26

Winner

Julie Camardo ’93 P’23 & P’26
serves as the 5th generation owner
and CEO of Zweigle’s, arguably the
most well-known hot dog, sausage,
and specialty meats manufacturer
in Rochester. In 2002, Julie started
working in the corporate offices
then transitioned into sales while
both her grandfather and mother
were still at Zweigle’s. It didn’t take
long for Julie to be promoted to vice president
in 2005. Shortly thereafter, she took over as
President in 2009 after her mother passed away.
In 2015 she was named CEO by the Board of Directors.
Julie recalls receiving her first real experience as a leader as a
Mercy Girl while serving as a classroom representative on the
Campus Ministry Board. Year after year, she continued to grow
her leadership abilities both inside and outside the classroom.
“Mercy has been transforming women into leaders for years,
and they continue to evolve in their educational approach,”
said Julie. “Mercy offers a world-class education by giving the
students the tools they need for success.”
Julie certainly has been successful. Under her leadership,
Zweigle’s expanded twice and has grown in product
diversification, sales, and employees. The company is guided

by four core values, each representative of one of the prior
generations: quality, caring, accountability, and integrity. The
current company goal is to double sales in five years through
dedicated teamwork.
Now an active parent of two Mercy Girls, Julie is happy with the
growth she has seen in her daughters.
“When my daughter, Elizabeth, started at Mercy she didn’t know
anyone,” said Julie. “But the self-confidence she developed at
Mercy has given her the ability to break out and truly become the
girl she is destined to be.”
Julie’s time at Mercy and experiences following graduation have
inspired her to give back to the community that has given her so
much. She sits on several area boards, including Foodlink,
Greater Rochester Chamber of Commerce, Holy Childhood,
MCC Foundation, Special Touch Bakery, and the United Way.
Julie is also a strong supporter of the Golisano Children’s
Hospital, Susan B. Anthony House, The Strong, Young Women’s
College Prep, as well as Our Lady of Mercy School for Young
Women where she was a featured speaker at a recent Event to
Inspire Career Exploration, Networking, and Empowerment.
Along with her sister, Melissa Camardo, SCL ’92, Julie
established the Camardo Family Endowed Scholarship, part of a
robust scholarship and financial aid program at Mercy.

Julie Goodsell Marsiglio ’90

Finalist

In 2006, as Director of Development
at Mercy, Julie Goodsell Marsiglio
’90 grew the school's largest annual
fundraising event by 90% through
building a campaign volunteer
organizational structure, developing
volunteer training notebooks with
standard operating procedures, and
cultivating a network of resources
to utilize year-after-year. Julie created
an annual appeal for the endowment
fund, which added a new revenue stream. She developed Mercy’s
planned giving program and executed the launch of the school’s
second capital campaign, raising $7 million.
While working at Mercy, Julie was the moderator of the Youth
and Government program. When she started with the program
there were 12 members. Over seven years, she grew the program
to include more than 40 students. She regularly brought in
guests to speak with the students about related career paths and
internships to help them develop their journey from high school
to college to career.
ANGLES • SPRING 2020
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ATHENA continued from previous page
While working at Rochester Institute of Technology in their
Regional Alumni Programming Division, Julie traveled all around
the United States engaging alumni in the life and mission of the
Institute. She enhanced and diversified the opportunities
offered through the alumni chapters to increase engagement,
which led to increased alumni annual giving. Currently, at
United Way of Greater Rochester, Julie is leading the major
gifts team which is responsible for 20% of the organization’s
overall annual fundraising.

something in me before I saw anything. I felt privileged these
incredible women would take the time, so I absolutely have time
in my day for anyone who wants to meet. I remember learning
at Mercy it is in helping others when one truly finds themselves.
I have found this to be true, and there is no better way to help
someone then to listen to them.”

Julie is a committed volunteer in the Rochester community.
She has served in several leadership positions including Asbury’s
Dining and Care Center, the White Haven Preservation
Foundation, Friendly Home, YWCA, and Junior League.
Currently, Julie is a member of the Board of Directors at the
Friendly Home and serves on the executive committee.

Congratulations to Kimberly Jones P’24
& P’26, President and CEO of Butler/Till
Media Services, for her company’s win of the
2020 ATHENA Organizational Award! The
ATHENA Organizational Award goes to a
woman-owned or woman-led business or
organization that creates a culture encouraging
women employees to achieve their full
leadership potential and supports leadership
development opportunities for women and girls
in the community. Kimberly was a co-chair of the
wildly successful 2019 Mercy Spirit Gala.

When Julie was asked why she takes so much time for others,
she responds by speaking of the women in her life who guided
and mentored her for more than 20 years. Women who made
time to share their experiences. Women, Julie says, “who saw

Career Exploration Day 2019
In March 2019, Mercy students participated in the
Event to Inspire Career Exploration, Networking, and
Empowerment. This annual event focuses on career
exploration and the power of networking, as well as
learning about the many professional successes of
Mercy alumnae. The event began with a keynote
presentation for students in grades 6-12, followed
by breakout sessions for students in grades 9-12.
Twenty-three alumnae with a diverse range of
experience returned to Mercy to share their personal
education, experiences, and career paths.
Andrea Davis Zopp ’74, President and CEO of World
Business Chicago, inspired the entire audience with her
dynamic keynote address. We offer profound thanks
to Andrea, our alumnae speakers, and Mercy Board of
Trustees member Heather Hanson Goodbody ’87 for
creating and sponsoring this annual event.
The 2020 Event to Inspire Career Exploration,
Networking, and Empowerment takes place on
March 27, 2020.
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Above, the alumnae participants
in the 2019 Event to Inspire
Career Exploration, Networking,
and Empowerment.
Right, Board of Trustees member
Heather Hanson Goodbody ’87,
event creator and sponsor.

Class Notes
1947

A message from Dorothy Ernst Allen: “Oh, how I miss our
fall and spring ‘mini-reunion’ luncheons we held for 20 years.
These memories and friendships will never fade away. To each
of you, who have also reached your 90th birthday this past year,
‘Happy Birthday.’ Be happy, and take care.”

1953

For at least 30 years, members of the class of 1953 from
Rochester/Buffalo/Syracuse have been getting together regularly
for lunch. They rotate the luncheon location in Rochester from
the east side of town to the west. When they were younger,
they met more often but in recent years, it’s usually twice per
year. The group enjoys catching up on news with one another
as well as on the news of classmates not present while enjoying
a trip down memory lane. In the photo are 11 members of the
class who gathered for lunch on October 15, 2019 at Yianni’s
Restaurant.

On May 27, 2019, Pat Warner
was awarded The Chapel of the
Four Chaplains The Legion of
Honor Humanitarian Award at
the Memorial Day celebration
at John Knox Village in Orange
City, Florida. Pat continues to
be in awe of the educational
opportunities afforded the
young ladies by Mercy. What
she learned at Mercy has sustained her life; she said, “There is
something about a Mercian that is fine, fine, fine!”

1956

In September 2019, Elaine
Barber Smillie and her
husband, Fraser, traveled to
Sicily to celebrate Elaine’s
birthday. In the photo,
Elaine and Fraser are
standing in the Valley of the
Temples in Agrigento. Elaine
said, “Sicily is a beautiful
country, people are friendly,
and the food is amazing.”
She highly recommends it!

1959
Standing (l to r) Catherine Vick Reagan, Suzanne Schefter Eisele, Anna
Daniel Bradshaw, Mary Ann Ennis Hill, Monica Hynes Boss, Mary
Kay Gramkee Mangan, and Gerry Giuliano Dambra. Seated (l to r)
Sr. Edwardine Weaver, Sheila Flynn Bianchi, Sr. Sheila Geraghty, and
Ginny Febrey DiPonzio.

Doris Cuddeback Jones is an Army veteran. She recently
spent one month in Europe on a ‘Bucket List’ trip, visiting five
of the American cemeteries there. Doris was especially pleased
to visit the cemetery in Normandy, France (Omaha Beach)
where she was able to pay respects to her Uncle Frank Chalker
who was interred there after the World War II D-Day invasion.

1955

1969

The year 2020 marks the 65 anniversary of the Class of 1955
and they are planning to celebrate! A spring luncheon will be
held at Mercy on Wednesday, April 22. This will give the group
an opportunity to visit and reminisce, and to see how things
have evolved as Mercy continues its mission of providing an
excellent education for young women. Another event will be
held in the fall, although the details have not yet been finalized.
A general invitation will not be sent for either of these events. If
you are not on our lunch mailing list and wish to be informed
of these gatherings, please call Gloria Eberhard Maynard at
585-544-0716 or Pat Fitzpatrick at 585-488-2199. Hope to
see you there!
th

When Chris Zimmer was visiting Rochester in June 2019,
members of the class gathered for lunch at Monte Alban’s
Restaurant in Penfield.
Front row (l to r): Jeanne Fischette Kirby, Janice Abbott O'Keefe,
Nancy Murray Ferington, Cathy Bruchhauser Coughlin and Chris
Zimmer. Back row (l to r): Pat Anderson Gaglio, Luanne Gargan,
Sue Ritzenthaler Camp, Mary Fee Spacher, Bev Magin Maida, Kathy
Schroedl Chiavaroli, Kathy Menz Woodard, and Kathy Finn Oette.
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1971

(l to r): Tracey Green
Parker ’95, Dawn
Wicks Hicks ’94, Caren
Ellis Mulcunry ’94,
Caitlin Reilly Smith
’94, Tricia Russell
Daigle ’94, and Jennifer
Smith McCabe ‘94.

Marianne Pollock worked for 16 years at Onsesource
Enterprise but has been retired since 2014. She was awarded
Best of Show from the Webster Art Club in 2016 for a painting
she did of the original St. Salome’s Church. Marianne is
involved in the Dress a Girl program through the non-profit,
Angels of Mercy. She is also active in the New Horizons Chorus,
a choral group affiliated with the Eastman Community School.

1973

Kathy Seymour Hanna recently started a group called the
Mercians. It is a group of alumnae who want to help other
Mercy alumnae who are in need. The needs can be wide ranging
– material aid, support through a tough situation or illness,
friendship – the list goes on. They will take each case as it
comes their way and figure out what is needed.
If you are in need of support from the Mercians, please call
Kathy Hanna at 585-738-8534 or e-mail ktrina55@aol.com.

1980

Suzanne Burns Fator is married, works as a nurse at Strong
Memorial Hospital, and is a grandma four times. Suzanne
also shared that her dear mom went to be with Our Lord on
September 24, 2019.

1982

Congratulations to Mercy P.E.
teacher Stephanie Barbero for
competing in the Duathlon World
Championship - Sprint Distance
in Pontevedra, Spain in April
2019! She earned 15th place in
her age category, met competitors
from all over the world, and had a
wonderful experience. Stephanie
also enjoyed an exciting Triathlon
season last summer.

2002

Kathleen McCormack received her master’s degree in
Education from the Warner School of Education at the
University of Rochester on May 18, 2019.

2003

In August 2019, Katie Dobson Amato began teaching in the
undergraduate public health program as a Clinical Assistant
Professor in the Department of Epidemiology and Environmental
Health within the School of Public Health and Health Professions
at the University at Buffalo.
Dr. Sarah Marie Providence, valedictorian for the graduating
Class of 2003, and currently a Clinical Pharmacy Specialist and
Board-Certified Pharmacotherapy Specialist at the VA Hospital
in Pittsburgh, married Christopher Richard Lu, a therapist at
Pittsburgh Mercy in Pittsburgh, on May 4, 2019. The two were
wed at Catherine of Siena Roman Catholic Church in Mendon.
A second ceremony and full reception were held three weeks
later on May 26, 2019 in Pittsburgh for the couple’s colleagues,
friends, and family. Sarah and Christopher honeymooned in
Hawaii and will continue to reside and work professionally in
Pittsburgh.

2006

1992

In August 2019, Sarah Walsh was hired to be the Executive
Director for the Chicago Chapter of the Appraisal Institute.

1994

A small group of alumnae from Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
and Rhode Island attended a book launch in Boston for Abby
Wambach ’98 in April 2019. Before the event, they enjoyed dinner
and were able to catch up on each other’s busy lives. Caitlin Reilly
Smith remarked, “It was well worth the trip and we are looking
forward to getting together again soon!”
(see photo top of next column).
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Arline Laurer Hanna and
her husband Tim welcomed
a daughter, Grace Louise, on
July 30, 2019.

Lauren Malahosky married
Derek Lynch on February 19,
2019 at Walt Disney World in
Florida.

2008

Chelsea Auburn currently lives in Orlando and has her dream
job working in marketing for The Walt Disney Company.
Chelsea got engaged in February 2019 and is busy planning her
December 2020 wedding to her Prince Charming.

2009

Sarah Castle continued to row for two years at Michigan State
University. She graduated with a BS in Animal Science with
honors in 2013. She worked as an animal care assistant for
Monroe Veterinary Associates for two years. She received her
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine from Cornell University in May
2019. She has returned to Rochester and is working at Fairview
Veterinary Hospital and Perinton Veterinary Hospital.
Samantha Vindigni married the
man of her dreams, Jeff Tonzi, in
April 2019 in a beautiful destination
wedding in Cancun with their closest
friends and family. According to
Samantha, “It was amazing!”

2011

Carolyn Garski is currently working as Assistant General
Counsel of CPI, Inc., Wisconsin’s largest privately-owned
staffing company. In 2019, she was named a Developing
Leader All Star by NAIOP, a commercial real estate
professional’s organization. She was also elected onto the
board of Running Rebels Community Organization, a
non-profit focused on helping Milwaukee’s at-risk youth.
Carolyn is engaged to Anthony Crivello and they are planning
an August 2020 wedding.

2013

After graduating from Georgetown University in 2017,
Elizabeth Cavacos moved to Buffalo where she taught in
the Teach For America program for two years. In addition
to teaching, she also attended Canisius College where she
graduated with a master’s degree in Adolescent Urban
Education in May 2019. Elizabeth is currently teaching
special education for grades 10-12 at Buffalo Academy of
Science Charter School, the same school she taught in for
Teach for America. Elizabeth also coaches the girls’ varsity
basketball team.

2016

In March 2019,
four members of
the class gathered
for a mini-reunion
in Ireland.
Bernadette
Hayes was
spending the
semester abroad
(l to r): Julia McLaughlin, Catherine Flugel,
in Cork at UCC
Bernadette Hayes, and Kristen Smith
and Kristen
Smith was spending the semester abroad in Galway at NUIG.
Catherine Flugel and Julia McLaughlin visited Bernadette and
Kristen in Galway over the St. Patrick’s Day celebration.

Do you have news to share?
Contact us at advancement@mercyhs.com or
585-288-7120 x365. You can also use the form on the back
of this magazine.

Take Mercy’s
Alumnae Survey
Mercy’s Alumnae Relations and Admissions
offices are conducting a quick survey to
learn more about our fantastic alumnae
and gain a better understanding of your
perceptions of Mercy. This information
will be used to help tailor our alumnae
offerings and demonstrate the value of
Mercy to prospective families. All
responses will be kept anonymous. Visit
www.mercyhs.com/alumnae to take the
survey. Responses are being collected
until March 15, 2020. Thank you!

2014

In May 2019, Terese Cannon was selected as a member of the
2019 AVCA Collegiate Beach Volleyball All-American Team.
Maddy Glynn is a 2018 graduate of the College of the Holy
Cross. She is currently enrolled in the Le Moyne Physician
Assistant Program, class of 2021.
ANGLES • SPRING 2020
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Above, Reunion Committee: Mary Lou Knauf Dailor, Bernadette Smith
Gaudieri, Dorothy R. Pecoraro, Jeanne Pearson Alexander, Barbara
Parkhurst, Jean Doyle Stenglein, Carol Bauerschmidt Van Atta.
Photos from top right down:
Carol Cusker Burns, Cathy Wegman Leary, Joan Mousaw McGuire.
Carol Stoffel Erbland, Linda Odenbach Bertrand.
Jacqueline Terhaar Switzer, Jeanne Dwyer Alexander.
Carol Lattuca Lawrence, Ellen Nagel Midwick, Caroline Christ Bailey,
Beverly Cioffi Funk, Bernadette Smith Gaudieri, Edward LaVigne,
Audrey Migliore LaVigne.
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Class of 1959
60th Reunion

Once a Mercy Girl, Always a Mercy Girl
By Katie Jenkins LaDuke ’08, Sixth Grade Teacher
If I take myself back to the high school
senior version of me, there are not many
day-to-day details I can remember. I
don’t remember what I earned on my AP
English final. I don’t remember handing
in my lacrosse jersey at the end of the
season, or what was going through my
mind when I missed that free shot in
our sectional quarter-final game. What I
vividly remember is the feeling I had walking out the doors of the
Gallery for the last time following Moving Up Day. I remember
the overwhelming confliction I felt; complete and utter joy mixed
with profound sadness and fear. I was closing the doors on a place
and on a chapter of my life that completely embodied familiarity,
family, growth, and success, as well as failure.
I was able to take comfort in the fact that my time spent at Mercy
was invaluable, that I was part of a never-ending sisterhood,
and that I would always have a home at OLM. I had complete
confidence that the lessons and values I was taking with me
would be the tools necessary to propel me forward into life as a
successful and compassionate young adult.

(Elizabeth Cavacos ’13, Sophia Cavacos ’17, Gillian
Anderson ’19 and Sarah Cavacos ’19) to be proud Mercy
alumnae. It has been one of my life’s greatest joys to have the
Circle of Mercy include so many of the strong, successful, and
passionate women in my own family circle. I know that many of
us plan to extend this sacred family tradition with our
own daughters.
Now it is 11 years after my Mercy graduation, and I can’t believe
I have the opportunity to instill the values and principles that
made me a Mercy Girl on the young women who walk through
my classroom door. Building the foundation for the next
generation of Mercy Girls to value service, compassion, tradition,
responsibility, hunger for academic excellence, and acceptance
for all is a responsibility I am honored to have. My hope is that
through the daily practice of these important principles, these
young women will feel that same familial atmosphere I felt as part
of this special sisterhood, and that they will be driven to success,
compassion, and empathy throughout their Mercy careers and in
their lives beyond.

From the time I was born, I was destined to carry on my
family’s Mercy tradition, as I am fortunate enough to come
from a long line of Mercy graduates. My mother, Susan
(Anderson) Jenkins ’82 and my aunts Mary (Anderson)
Jenkins ’79, and Karen (Anderson) Cavacos ’85 paved
the way for myself and my sister (Julia Jenkins ’13) and cousins
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Alumnae Gather for
The Mercy Spirit was truly felt throughout the halls of Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women at
the annual Alumnae Reunion in October. More than 200 Mercy Girls from the honored classes enjoyed a
night of celebrating, reminiscing, and re-connecting. New memories were made, and in some cases, new
friendships were made as well. Glory to Mercy High!

’54

46

’64

ANGLES • SPRING 2020

’69

’59

’74

’79

’94

Annual Reunion Celebration
At this year’s Reunion, the Class of 1969 and the Class of 1988 were recognized for their generous class gifts to Mercy. The 50th
reunion class raised more than $7,000 for the Endowed Scholarship Fund. Following their reunion in October 2018, the Class
of 1988 decided to start an initiative to honor their deceased ’88 sisters. The OLM Class of 1988 Fund was created and nearly
$6,000 was raised this past year. Kudos to these two wonderful classes for their support of Mercy!
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2019 Mercy Alumnae Awards
Joan Reichart Erbin ’48:
Alumnae Circle of
Mercy Award
We are pleased to announce Joan
Reichart Erbin ’48 received the
2019 Alumnae Circle of Mercy
Award. Presented annually at
the Reunion, this award is given
to a Mercy graduate whose
personal and/or professional
accomplishments are deserving of
recognition and whose life reflects
the Mercy values of excellence,
compassion, faith, leadership,
and service. According to Joan’s
daughter, Lisa Erbin (who
nominated her for this award),
“the Mercy woman in Joan ALWAYS left whatever she touched
more blessed than how she found it.” Joan’s sisters, Jeanne M.
Reichart, RSM ’49 (Sister Mary Dominic) and Jacqulyn
Reichart, RSM ’51 (Sister Mary Mathias), would absolutely
agree with this sentiment as they couldn’t think of a more
deserving person to receive the Alumnae Circle of Mercy Award.
At just 10 years old, Joan began using her love of the theater to
bring people together for an exciting day of acting. As a child,
Joan and her two younger sisters performed for neighbors on a
makeshift stage in the backyard barn. It was at Our Lady of
Mercy High School where Joan truly found the real footlights.
Mercy fostered both her love of learning and her passion for
acting. Her Mercy days included countless stage productions,
writing contests, and May Day celebrations. She used to say,
“Books tap into your mind; the stage taps into your soul.” Joan's
love of theater continued at Nazareth College, where she wrote
and directed the hit show, Tomorrow’s Weather Forecast, a
parody of news reports mixed with family dinner chatter.
Upon graduation, Joan married and began raising her six
children. In the 1950s and 1960s, Joan was a pillar at her
church and children’s school in Chatham, New Jersey. A
hands-on mom, she volunteered everywhere and anywhere
she saw a need: classroom parent, CCD teacher, and at parish
picnics. Joan established the Chatham Community Players, a
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small local theater group which became wildly successful.
Not to stop at stage production, Joan insisted the theater
sponsor town activities, which is how the boys little league team
became the only baseball players in the world with tragedy and
comedy masks for logos!
When Joan and her family moved to Salt Lake City, her children
attended the local Catholic schools. Again, Joan was all in: library
duty (where she actually made Shakespeare fun, she says),
playground duty (where her eagle-eyes would ensure the girls got
a go at dodgeball), and The Saint Nicholas Guild, a robust church
group that Joan eventually chaired, hosting a plethora of annual
church picnics and bazaars. In addition, Joan directed countless
plays, musicals, and folly productions. For 11 years, Joan and
her Judge Memorial High Follies raised thousands of dollars for
the Catholic school system. Throughout, Joan connected with
the high school students in such a special way that the shy
bookworm, the learned chess player, the cocky athlete, even the
‘troubled smokers’ all eventually found their way onto the stage
and discovered their unsung voice. During this time, Joan herself
acted in local theater.
In 1979, Joan was invited back to Mercy to perform a onewoman play The Belle of Amherst. For a few hours, on the Mercy
High School stage, poet Emily Dickinson came to life, reminding
young Mercy girls to chase their dreams of writing, acting,
singing, and designing.
Politically speaking, The League of Women Voters, mayoral
campaigns, and state legislative battles were all Joan’s home away
from home.
Later in life, Joan landed at The Early Learning Center, an
educational program for kids at risk. For 18 years, three times
per week, Joan read with enthusiasm, listened with patience, and
hugged with empathy. Joan also became active in Utahans United
for Peace and was part of a 12-day mission to Russia with women
from across the United States. They traveled to poor regions of
Russia, educating women about health care and family planning.
Through it all, Joan remained loyal to her Catholic faith. She
also imparted her wisdom and taught her children lessons of
acceptance and tolerance. Joan’s daughter Lisa has now come to
call her mother’s lessons “Mercy Magic!”

In Memoriam
Please remember in your prayers all
our recently deceased alumnae, their
families, loved ones, and those in the
wider Circle of Mercy.

Linda Wojciechowski ’81:
Alumnae Service of the
Year Award
Also presented annually, Mercy’s 2019
Alumnae Service of the Year Award
recognizes an alumna who has given
of her time and talent for the benefit of
Our Lady of Mercy School for Young
Women. The person has demonstrated extraordinary dedication to the school and
has been an ambassador for Mercy. She has a passion for Mercy and its mission to
educate young women in academics and faith.
While unable to be at the Reunion to receive her award in person, Linda
Wojciechowski ’81 P’20 felt the emotion of being the 2019 recipient of this
honor. According to Linda’s husband – Greg Kunde who nominated her for this
award – “Linda is constantly giving of herself and without hesitation. She has
always been one who thinks of others before herself.”
Since their daughter Isabella Kunde ’20 became a Mercy Girl in 2014, Linda
has volunteered for countless events. For the annual Spirit Gala, Linda led the
decorations committee and secured food vendors for the ‘tasting’ event for several
years. She has also secured costumes for the Performing Arts Department’s musicals
and plays. Linda was designated ‘Costume Mistress’ for the musicals Thoroughly
Modern Millie and Little Women, and the plays Afflicted and The Odd Couple.
With absolutely no prior wardrobe experience, Linda single-handedly costumed
the entire cast of each show with little to no budget – she found the costumes,
fitted each cast member, and organized the dressing rooms. To make this happen,
she contacted numerous schools in the region and asked them to lend Mercy
costumes. Because of her kindness mixed with tenacity, she received positive
responses from every school. It’s clear when Linda puts her mind to something,
she gives it 110 percent.
In addition to Gala and Performing Arts, Linda helps Campus Minister Pat Beairsto,
RSM set up for Mercy’s annual Golden Mass, organizing the stage and arranging
the gifts. She is a driver every year at Christmas, transporting the students to their
‘adopted family’ to deliver these gifts. Linda also accompanied the Show Choir to
competitions in New York City and has served as president of Mercy’s Performing
Arts Boosters, raising money for the needs of the choirs, bands, and orchestra.
Linda is truly invested in Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women and has
always gone the extra mile to do for the school whatever she is asked. As a graduate
of Mercy, she truly believes in the value of a Christian-based education and has
been Mercy’s number one fan and ambassador.

Julianne Clas Baker 1978
Marilyn Bellamy 1973
Mary Anne Boehm 1945
Marlene Boyle 1951
Mary Lou Broderick 1950
Mollie Brown, RSM 1948
Mary Sullivan Carey 1943
Ann Caufield, RSM 1941
Catherine Clark 1944
Susan Raab Clark 1969
Mary Eileen Lewis Conolly 1950
Elaine Bellittera Evangelista 1957
Joan Fay Evans 1954
Sally Schroth Falk 1956
Maureen Leahy Fisher 1958
Kathleen Bender Gall 1963
Mary Jean Daniele Gasbarre 1941
Barbara Broccolo Gelsomino 1953
Elaine Gotham 1969
Clarice Thibault Harvey 1945
Joan Moore Hensler 1948
Gail Rittinger Hettel 1953
Lorraine Holdraker 1959
Susan Kemp 1975
Patricia Schubert Klaeboe 1966
Rosemary Norton Lamphron-Smith 1947
M. Gratia L'Esperance, RSM 1949
Dorothy Loeb, RSM 1941
Jane Lorey 1946
Eileen Male Maher 1981
Katie Colleran Martin 1993
Kathleen McNamara 1966
Mary Flanagan Moe 1959
Madeline Colicchio Muscarella 1951
Kim Kraemer Nichols 1970
Nancy Doherty O’Mara 1956
Joan Schonleber Peck 1948
Helen LeFrois Robach 1945
Elizabeth Sammons 1972
Joanne Statt 1959
Bernadine Foley Trombetta 1947
Roberta Schoeffler VanHanehem 1965
Dolores Gordon Wallace 1959
Elizabeth Cavanaugh Walz 1945
Margaret Finigan Wegman 1946
Lynne Tortora Winkler 1971
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M ERCY ADVANCEMENT

Give the Gift of a

Life-Changing Opportunity
This Angles news magazine contains a very special envelope. An envelope with
which you could change a life. Young women of all backgrounds from across our
community deserve the opportunity of a great education. At Our Lady of Mercy
School for Young Women, we’ve been providing life-changing opportunities for
over 90 years. Because of you, our committed alumnae, generous friends, and
dedicated staff, Mercy instills confidence and compassion that prepares and
inspires young women to achieve the highest level of success in college, in career,
and in the community. We continue to need your help to ensure a bright future
for this generation of Mercy Girls and beyond.

$230,000

$115,000

By using the attached envelope and making a gift, you will:
•
•
•
•

Strengthen the leadership qualities and abilities of each and every Mercy Girl.
Open doors for young women of all backgrounds through need-based scholarships.
Help us expand our academic and athletic programs at the world-class level.
Grow our STEM offerings and create new educational spaces such as the
Beverly Carroll LeChase and R. Wayne LeChase Academic Achievement Center.
• Cultivate extracurricular experiences such as Robotics, Performing Arts,
Ministry Days, and more.
With a world-class education, life-long inspiration, and a commitment to serve
others, Mercy Girls can change the world. But first, we need you to help us change
theirs. Thank you for your generosity!
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We are excited to
announce we reached
over 50% of our $230,000
Mercy Fund goal within the
first seven months of the
campaign. Thank you!
But, we still have so much
more to raise. The campaign
runs until June 30, 2020
so if you have not yet
made a donation, please
visit www.mercyhs.com/give
or contact Kelly Conlan P’20
& P’26, at 585-288-7120 x312
or kconlan@mercyhs.com.

Jean and Michael Waters with
granddaughter Ellie Miller ’25

Grandparents Get in on the Act
It is relatively undisputed that when it comes to spoiling
children, grandparents top the list. Whether it’s large birthday
or Christmas gifts, trips to Disney, staying up late, or simply
a piece of candy before dinner, grandparents relish the
opportunity to shower their grandchildren with love, affection,
and the occasional iPhone.
Mercy grandparents are no different. It’s easy to see the love
they have for their Mercy Girl at school events such as 8th Grade
Graduation or High School Commencement. But oftentimes,
grandparents play a much larger role in the success of their
granddaughter. A significant portion of grandparents contribute
financially to their granddaughter’s education – helping their
own adult children as they navigate the challenges of raising
school-aged kids. In many of our families, grandmothers are
themselves Mercy alumnae, and celebrate as their granddaughters
continue the family legacy of academic and personal excellence at
our historic school.

Grandparents can now take another step in supporting their
granddaughters, and ALL Mercy granddaughters, by making a
gift to the Mercy Grandparents Fund. Recently established with a
generous lead gift from Michael and Jean Waters, doting
grandparents of Ellie Miller ’25, the Mercy Grandparents
Fund supports Mercy initiatives that strengthen leadership
qualities in our young women. Linked to the Mercy Fund, this
newly created Grandparents Fund is another way Mercy
grandparents can distinguish themselves as spoilers of their
granddaughters. To support the fund, contact Kelly Conlan P’20
& P’26 at 585-288-7120 x312 or kconlan@mercyhs.com. You
may also give online at www.mercyhs.com/grandparents.
To show our grandparents just how much they mean to us,
Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women will welcome all
grandparents of students and alumnae at our first Grandparents
Day event in May. This is sure to be a wonderful time to
celebrate how generations of support are making our Mercy
Girls strong! Look for more information on our web site and
via e-mail notifications.
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CORNERSTONE

Mercy’s Cornerstone Legacy Society
recognizes donors who have made a
commitment to support Our Lady of Mercy
School for Young Women’s future through
a bequest, charitable trust, gift annuity, life
insurance policy, or other type of planned
gift. Planned gifts are critical in supporting
Mercy – they help us provide the school
with a sustainable stream of resources to
provide financial assistance to nearly 40%
of our students, invest in the facilities, and
recruit and retain gifted faculty.
Through the Cornerstone Legacy Society,
Mercy has the opportunity to thank and
recognize those alumnae and friends who
have made the selfless commitment of a
planned gift.
By joining the Cornerstone Legacy Society,
Mercy can celebrate the impact donors’
generosity will have on generations to come.
With a planned giving commitment, donors
can maximize their ability to meet personal
financial objectives – and with some gifts,
actually guarantee income during their
lifetimes – leaving an indelible legacy at
Mercy and with countless Mercy Girls.

Leave an
Enduring Gift
to Mercy

There are many ways to join Mercy’s
Cornerstone Legacy Society:
• Leave Mercy in your will (bequest)
• Make a tax-smart, IRA rollover to Mercy
from your required distribution
• Guarantee income for you and/or your family
by creating a charitable trust or gift annuity
• Create a gift that helps you transfer assets to
your heirs (charitable lead trust)
To learn more about how you can leave an
enduring legacy at Our Lady of Mercy School
for Young Women, please contact Vice
President of Institutional Advancement
Tish Ciaccio ’79 at 585-288-7120 x308.
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Sports Roundup
By Anthony Yandek, Athletic Director

The 2019-2020 athletic year got off to a great start with over
300 student-athletes participating on 18 different sports teams.
This fall, the Monarchs fielded eight Varsity teams, six
Junior Varsity teams, and four Modified teams, keeping the
gymnasiums, fields, and track packed after school each day.
Mercy senior Julia Andreach ’20 not only won an individual
Sectional Championship in tennis, but then went on to win her
second NYSPHSAA State Tennis Championship! The Varsity Golf
team and Varsity Volleyball teams each won Sectional titles as
well, with the Volleyball team also winning the Far West Regional
Championship on their way to earning a berth in the State Finals
Tournament. Mercy senior Paige Eaton ’20 also won an
individual Sectional title in 100 Breaststroke for the Varsity
Swimming and Diving team.
Several Mercy athletes were named to the Democrat and
Chronicle’s All Greater Rochester Team this fall: Georgia
Spatorico ’21, Michaela Eichas ’21, Lauren Ogden ’21, and
Sophia Cellura ’24 for Golf; Ellie Benedict ’21 and Katie
Thrasher ’21 for Volleyball; and Julia Andreach ’20 for Tennis.
Likewise, Mercy Volleyball Coach CJ Denk and Golf coach Julie
Odenbach were each named Democrat and Chronicle Coach
of the Year for their respective sport. Judith Lanahan ’20 was
named Private Parochial League Player of the year in Girls Soccer
and Katie Thrasher ’21 was named Co-Player of the Year for the
Private Parochial League in Girls Volleyball. Tennis player Grace
Kurzweil ’21 was featured as an exceptional student-athlete on
13-WHAM’s Making the Grade and Emma Spagnola ’22 was
recognized as one of the top runners in Section V at this fall’s
Section V Cross Country Awards Banquet.

Skyler Weber ’20 committed to playing lacrosse at Youngstown
State University, and Dylan Rawleigh ’20 signed her letter to
play lacrosse at Mercyhurst College.
Off the fields and courts, many of the Monarch teams continued
to answer the Athletic Department’s Call to Service challenge,
where teams take a day out of their busy sports schedules to find
ways to give back to the community. This included the Tennis
team participating in an ALS Walk and the Soccer team
welcoming participants from Holy Childhood for a free soccer
clinic. The Golf team once again dedicated their season to
raising awareness for breast cancer and raised over $1,000 for
the Highland Hospital Breast Imaging Center.
Mercy’s athletes also continued to participate in the Sports
Medicine for the Soul Program this fall. Coaches and athletes
found the time during their busy practice schedules to discuss
spiritual growth, character development, and sportsmanship by
applying the principles of the Catholic faith to sportsmanship
and athletic competition.
Overall, the fall season got the Monarchs off to a great start for
the 2019-2020 athletic year, with much to celebrate both on and
off the field. As the fall season finished, many student-athletes
immediately joined one of Mercy’s nine winter season teams
spanning Basketball, Cheerleading, Indoor Track and Field,
Bowling, and Alpine Skiing. We’re looking forward to an exciting
winter season filled with enthusiasm, competitive play, and both
individual and team growth. Go Monarchs!

Four seniors also signed National Letters of Intent to accept
collegiate athletic scholarships for next fall: Julia Andreach ’20
committed to playing tennis at Notre Dame University; Gianna
Cutaia ’20 signed to play lacrosse at Penn State University,

Dylan Rawleigh ’20

Julia Andreach ’20

(l to r) Skyler Weber ’20 and
Gianna Cutaia ’20

The Mercy Varsity Volleyball team hoists their championship trophy.
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Mercy’s Inaugural Sixth Grade
Class of 2019 included 23 girls from Mercy’s first sixth grade class
In addition to celebrating its 90th year as the only all-girls,
Catholic, college preparatory school in the Rochester region,
Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women graduated its
inaugural 6th Grade class last June. Of the 127 seniors who
accepted their diplomas at Eastman Theatre, 23 students had the
unique distinction of having spent seven years at Mercy, longer
than any of the 13,200 alumnae who have come before them.
“My parents wanted me in a Catholic school where I would grow
up in a safe environment,” said Jessica Jacobs ’19. “When Mercy
first introduced the 6th grade program, we toured, we loved it, we
could feel the sense of community and the sisterhood that was
around us. I made my decision that day.”
When Mercy opened its doors in 1928, five faculty members
taught 75 freshmen. For 62 years, Mercy grew its high school
program – not only expanding its academic curriculum for grades
nine through 12, but also its student body. Seventy-five students
turned into more than one thousand. In 1990, Mercy expanded
to include a middle school, accepting 7th and 8th graders for the
first time. Some years later, it expanded again to include 6th grade.
In 2011, the school changed its name from Our Lady of Mercy
High School to Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women.
Despite the name change, the school’s official alma mater – along
with thousands of alumnae – still refer to Mercy as ‘High School.’

T

The addition of the sixth grade was handled carefully and
strategically. Instead of modeling this new grade as simply the
next grade after fifth, Mercy’s program acts as a supportive
transition between elementary and middle school; a critical
time in the development of a young woman. The 6th grade
environment and curriculum focus on the development of the
whole child, including expanding cognitive and non-cognitive
skills, as well as encompassing enriching activities and ensuring
multiple opportunities for parent involvement. Mercy’s embrace
of differentiated instruction allows whole group, small group,
and partner work to be paired with flexible grouping to challenge
students in a supportive environment.
“During middle school, our students develop the study skills and
academic foundation required to ensure their future report cards
are reflective of their effort and abilities,” said Dr. Sherylanne
Diodato ’93, Dean of Mercy’s middle school. “All of our middle
school and high school teachers work closely to ensure seamless
vertical alignment of curriculum from grades 6-12.”
Mercy’s college preparatory program includes curriculum that
is aligned with national College and Career readiness standards.
Mercy discontinued participation in the New York State Regents
testing program several years ago. Instead, Mercy teachers have
developed more authentic assessments that ensure students are
developing the higher-level thinking skills needed for success in

he 88th commencement ceremonies of Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women took place on June
7, 2019 at Eastman Theatre. Hundreds of parents, grandparents, siblings, aunts, uncles, and teachers
cheered for the seniors as they proudly transitioned into the next chapter of their lives. Mercy graduates
are now studying at an amazing variety of world-class colleges and universities.
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Class Graduated in June
college. At the end of 6th grade, for example, students complete
a portfolio of learning which compiles their perspectives and
accomplishments for the year.

Graduate Ana Hayes ’19, whose six older sisters attended Mercy
before her, saw an amazing amount of growth from when she
started at Mercy in 6th grade to when she graduated.

“Year after year, Mercy’s graduating seniors receive generous
college acceptance packages. Members of the 2019 graduating
class earned an average of $236,000 in total scholarship offers
from all the colleges and universities to which they applied,”
said Mercy President and CEO Pam Fennell Baker ’74 P’12.
“The combination of our college prep curriculum, all-girl
environment, and wonderful faculty really yields an incredibly
high return on investment.”

“There were a lot of transformations over the past seven years,”
said Hayes. “Although I only grew two inches from sixth to
twelfth grade, Mercy helped me grow and succeed in my studies;
I couldn’t have been happier.”

The first Mercy Girls
in the school’s history
to attend Mercy for
seven years – from
grade 6 through 12.
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Spirit Day Sets
New Records
Spirit Day at Mercy was a tremendous end to an amazing week.
Known to older alumnae as ‘Field Day,’ Spirit Day was filled with
skits, songs, dancing, games, and a healthy competition among the
high school grades. The biggest winners by far were the food
cupboards and other charities that are the recipients of the students’
largest food drive in school history. Nearly 40,000 cans and boxes of
food were collected by the 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grade classes.
Thank you to the students, parents, relatives, and friends of Mercy
who donated food and helped deliver this bounty to those in need.
Middle school students also got into the fun of Spirit Day. They
participated in relay races, escape room challenges, and arts and crafts.
Most importantly, the girls collected over 1,100 pairs of socks for the
individuals who seek assistance from House of Mercy.
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Mercy Best Buddies
Making Friends for Life
By Therese Mack Randazzese ’89, Mercy Service Coordinator
Mercy Best Buddies began its third amazing year as a club
offering for grades 6-12. The program was founded in January
2018 by junior Emma Kate Mancini ’19 thanks to inspiration
provided by Mercy’s Varsity Soccer program. Each year, Soccer
Coach Donna Trost P’22 welcomes students from Holy
Childhood to practice and interact with her team.

“Having the opportunity to socialize with students from outside
of their school isn’t something our buddies get to experience
very often,” said Madeline Sherwood, Program Manager at Best
Buddies International. “Mercy’s Best Buddies program is helping
our community become a more inclusive place.”

Mercy Best Buddies co-presidents Sydney LaSalle ’22, Anna
Costello ’21 and Megan Lana ’21 have inspired over 100 Mercy
“In the hours we spent together on the soccer field, I enjoyed
Girls to become involved in the
scrimmages, passing drills, and other
club. Because of our school’s
activities with my little buddy,” said
“Best Buddies has taught me
commitment to the mission of
Emma Kate in 2018. So, with Emma
Best Buddies, the program’s annual
Kate’s passion, and in conjunction
no matter who you are, you
‘Boo Ball’ was hosted by Mercy
with Mercy Service Coordinator
are
so
much
more
capable
of
in the Kathleen Bonsignore
Therese Mack Randazzese ’89,
Walgreen Gymnasium. Over 200
Mercy Best Buddies was born.
things than people may think.
I would not be the person I am students and adults from Western
New York enjoyed refreshments,
“Our Mercy Girls interact selflessly
today
without
Best
Buddies.”
dancing, games, and dressing in
with children with disabilities,” said
Halloween costumes. It was a magical
Therese. “It is a joy to witness our
— Megan Lana ’21
students coming together so naturally in
experience made possible by the passion
a fun and engaging way.”
of our caring Mercy Girls.
Best Buddies is an international organization that helps build
friendships with students with intellectual and developmental
disabilities. Anthony Shriver, son of Eunice Kennedy Shriver
(founder of Special Olympics), founded Best Buddies at
Georgetown University in 1989. Mercy schedules visits once
per month to Holy Childhood and BOCES 1 Bird/Morgan school
to build friendships during the school day. Mercy parents
volunteer their time to drive students and work alongside them.

“Best Buddies helped create my view on inclusion. Inclusion to
me is not just inviting someone to the table but engaging them
in the conversation at the table,” said Anna. “Best Buddies
fills my heart every day. Being able to bring that happiness to
so many of my classmates with each meeting or visit is truly a
remarkable thing.”
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Mercy
Bookstore
Now Online!
The Mercy Bookstore is the official source for all Mercy
gifts, adult and youth spirit wear, sportswear, jewelry, and
lots of other Mercy bling. Launched online in time for
Christmas last year, shoppers can conveniently make
Bookstore purchases at home or anywhere in the world
using any computer, tablet, or mobile device. Simply visit
www.mercyhs.com/bookstore and browse all the wonderful
items for sale.
As we grow our online presence, we will expand our
offerings; more items will be added, so check back often.
Purchased items can be shipped anywhere within the
continental United States for a flat rate. Items can always
be picked up at the Bookstore for no additional charge.

www.mercyhs.com/bookstore
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Mercy is proud to partner with American
clothing and accessory retailer Vineyard
Vines© on our very own custom-made Mercy
necktie. It is available in the Bookstore in
dark blue or light blue — perfect for any
outfit. Share your love for Mercy and show
the world your Mercy Spirit.
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The Quill Newspaper
in its 88th Year
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The Quill is Mercy’s student-run newspaper
published approximately seven times per school
year. Now in its 88th publication year, The Quill
features student-produced articles and photographs
highlighting life at Our Lady of Mercy School for
Young Women from the students’ perspective.
Managed like a professional newspaper, The Quill
has an editorial board, senior editors, editors, writers,
photographers, and artists. Two faculty moderators and
Mercy’s Director of Marketing and Communications provide
assistance and oversight. For each issue, students research
editorial topics, write articles, and interview faculty and students.
They apply what they’ve learned about accuracy, proofreading,
and grammar into a real-world scenario. Issues dating back to
November 2017 are available electronically on the Mercy web site:
www.mercyhs.com/quill.
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Lily Conlan ’20, photographer
and writer for The Quill, on assignment
at the 2018 Mercy Spirit Gala.
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Mark Your Calendars
Important Upcoming Dates
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• Wednesday, February 26 – Ash Wednesday Service
• Saturday, March 7 – Sports Boosters Dinner
• Friday, March 13 – Father-Daughter Dinner Dance
• Friday, March 27 – Career Exploration Day
• Wednesday, April 22 – Coffee and Conversation with Pam and Marty
• Friday, May 1 – Decision Day
• Friday, May 1 – Junior Ring Ceremony
• Friday, May 1 – Junior Prom
• Tuesday, May 12 – Spring Choral Concert
• Tuesday, May 19 – Spring Instrumental Concert
• Friday, May 22 – May Day Celebration
• Friday, May 22 – Senior Ball
• Friday, May 29 – Arts Fest
• Friday, June 5 – Moving Up Day
• Friday, June 5 – Class of 2020 Commencement
• Wednesday, June 10 – 8th Grade Commencement

More information may
be found on Mercy’s
online calendar at
www.mercyhs.com/calendar
or by calling the Main Office
at 585-288-7120 x300.
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Via, Veritas Et Vita
Via — the Way:
embracing Gospel values
Veritas — the Truth:
unleashing creative energy
for the pursuit of knowledge
Vita — the Life:
nurturing a hope-filled
vision for leadership,
responsibility and service

Click. Shop. Give!
As part of our fundraising efforts, Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women participates in the AmazonSmile program. AmazonSmile
is a simple and automatic way for you to donate to Mercy when you shop on Amazon. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find
the exact same low prices, vast selection, and identical shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will
donate a portion of the purchase price to Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women. There is no cost to you!
Here’s how you do it: On your first visit to AmazonSmile via computer or mobile device, you need to search for ‘Our Lady of Mercy
School for Young Women’ and select it as your charity. Then, shop as normal. Amazon will remember your selection on your device,
and every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation to the school. Thank you for participating!

KEEP
US IN
THE
LOOP

If you change any of the following: name, address, phone number, e-mail address, or spouse’s name,
please update your information with Mercy’s Advancement Office. Contact us at 585-288-7120 x365,
advancement@mercyhs.com, or visit www.mercyhs.com/alumnae. You can also use the form below.
While you’re at it, tell us what’s new!
Name ____________________________________________________________Class year_________________
(PLEASE INCLUDE MAIDEN NAME, IF APPLICABLE)

Spouse’s name ______________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_______________________________________________________________________________
Phone (work/home/cell) ______________________________________________________________________
E-mail ____________________________________________________________________________________
n Please check the box if address or contact info is new.
BECOME A FAN OF MERCY!

