
	

Required Reading for Summer 2020 
Grade 8 

 

The summer reading assignment is intended to help students continually foster a passion for 
reading and an appreciation for literature.  It also gives students the resources to continue 
building their reading stamina and comprehension over the summer, as well as make a 
connection between literature and the Sisters of Mercy Core Values. The selection of literature 
required also ties into several topics and themes the students will study throughout their 8th 
grade year in English.  

Please purchase and read the three summer reading novels listed below. The summer reading 
assessment will take place during the first full week of school. Your assessment will consist of 
two parts: written response and short answer/ multiple choice. The short answer/multiple 
choice portion will cover basic plot events, characters, conflicts, themes, etc.  The written 
response (essay) will focus on HOSPITALITY - a warm and generous welcoming of all. 
Therefore, as you read you should annotate examples of how the main character in each 
novel does or does not show hospitality. You may bring notes with your textual evidence 
written down, in addition to your actual novel with annotations made directly in your 
books. While you will be expected to use these citations in your essay, you are not expected to 
memorize the textual evidence!  

Guiding Questions to consider as you are reading:  

- When do the characters of the novels make others around them feel welcome and a part of 
the community or family?  

- When are the characters of the novel made to feel unwelcome? In other words, when are they 
made to feel like they are outsiders and not a part of the community or family around them?  

REQUIRED BOOK #1 and REQUIRED BOOK #2:  

- I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the World (Young 
Reader’s Edition) by Malala Yousafzai  
 
This is the remarkable story of Malala, a young girl who defied the Taliban rule of her 
Pakistan region by attending school. While riding the bus on her way home from school, she 
was shot. She survived and has advocated for peace and education around the world.  
 

- Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 
 
It is 1941, and 15-year-old Lina Vilkas is arrested by the Soviet secret police and deported to 
Siberia with her mother and younger brother.  Lina’s writings and drawings chronicle her 
fight for survival, her difficulty accepting help from a Soviet guard she’s supposed to hate, 
and her struggle to retain faith in mankind amidst the terror.  Although fiction, the novel is 
partly based upon the stories Sepetys heard from survivors of Soviet repressions in the Baltic 
states during a visit to her relatives in Lithuania. 

 



	

REQUIRED BOOK #3:  

Students must also read one of the following novels: 

- Let the Circle Be Unbroken by Mildred D. Taylor  
 
The sequel to Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry read in class last year, this novel continues the 
story of the Logan family as they battle to keep their land and receive the respect they 
deserve.  
 

- Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan  
 
Esperanza thought she'd always live a privileged life on her family's ranch in Mexico, but a 
sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to California and settle in a Mexican farm 
labor camp.  When Mama gets sick and a strike for better working conditions threatens to 
uproot their new life, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult circumstances. 
 

- Legend by Marie Lu  
 
Set in a society ruled by a totalitarian Republic, this novel centers around Day and June, two 
15-year-olds on opposite sides of the economic spectrum.  Though they couldn't seem more 
different, they must decide just how much they can trust each other.  Told from Day and 
June's alternating perspectives, this fast-paced, nail-biting adventure is a great choice for fans 
of The Hunger Games or other dystopian novels. 
 

- The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd  
 
Set in South Carolina in 1964, this is the story of Lily Owens and her search for a mother. 
Lily’s life has been shaped by the blurred memory of the afternoon her mother was killed. 
Lily finds help and love amidst racism, bees, honey, and female power.  
 

- The Crossover OR Booked, both by Kwame Alexander  
 
Both novels, written in verse, tell the stories of young teens whose love of sports 
(basketball/soccer) is intertwined with school, family, and friendship struggles.  Entertaining 
and utterly creative, Kwame Alexander’s books are well-loved by those who enjoy playful 
and creative writing and appreciate reading a unique type of text. 
 

- Great Expectations by Charles Dickens  
 
If you have read Dickens in the past, you’ll be ready to read one of his most famous titles. 
Humble, orphaned Pip is apprenticed to the dirty work of the forge but dares to dream of 
becoming a gentleman — and one day, under sudden and enigmatic circumstances, he finds 
himself in possession of "great expectations."  
 
 
 



	

- Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 

In this story about the perils of popularity, the courage of nonconformity, and the thrill of 
first love, an eccentric student named Stargirl changes Mica High School forever.  

 
- If You Come Softly by Jacqueline Woodson  

 
Both Elisha and Jeremiah attend a private school where neither quite fits in. Ellie is wrestling 
with family demons, and Miah is one of the few African American students. The two of them 
find each other and fall in love – but they are hesitant to share their newfound happiness.  
 

Questions? Feel free to contact Mrs. Palleschi at kpalleschi@mercyhs.com (8th grade ELA 
teacher) or Donna Horn (Vice President of Curriculum) at dhorn@mercyhs.com  

	


