
 

 

August 13, 2020 

 

Dear Mercy Families, 

 

In a few short weeks, we will be back in session with very different academic routines, but with 

the usual process of meeting new friends and reestablishing relationships with our old ones. I am 

eager to see our girls again! We will be sharing details and training literature regarding the 

protocols and procedures for daily school life during this coronavirus health emergency in an 

email scheduled for August 24. This information will also be posted on our website at that time.  

 

Below is the typical information we update and share each year. I ask that you review the 

material here and in the Start of School Packet on Mercy’s Student-Parent Portal as a family: 

 

• The Start of School Packet. Visit this page to gather information from our nurse, 

Counseling staff, Parents Association, lunch program, and supply lists. Additional info 

and links will be added (e.g. yearbook order forms) between now and the start of school. 
• The First Day of School is as follows: 

o Grades 6-8 report Tuesday, September 8 at 7:45 a.m. 

o The high school ‘Faith’ cohort reports for the first day on Tuesday, September 8 

at 7:45 a.m. 

o The high school ‘Hope’ cohort reports for the first day on Thursday, September 

10 at 7:45 a.m. 

o Students report directly to homeroom; homeroom lists will be posted in the halls 

in addition to being included on their schedule. 

o Students must be in uniform. 

• New Student Orientations:  
o Grades 9-12 New Student Orientation is Wednesday, September 2 time TBD. 

o Grades 6-8 New Student Orientation is folded into the first day of school. 

o New high school students report to the Gallery upon arrival. 

o Wear comfortable clothes! Uniforms are not required, but masks and social distancing are. 

o District bus transportation will NOT be provided. 

• AP Course Jump Start - AP students should check their Mercy email for instructions on 

getting started with their AP classes beginning August 24. 
• New Parent Orientation - Wednesday, August 26 from 6 to 7 p.m.  

o This will be a virtual event with more information to come. 

• All Parent Orientation - Thursday, August 27 from 6 to 7 p.m. 
o With changes in standard routines, we invite all parents and guardians to attend 

this information session. 

o This will be a virtual event with more information to come. 

 

 

 

 

- MORE - 

https://www.mercyhs.com/student-parent/
https://www.mercyhs.com/student-parent/start-of-school-packet/


• High School Student Cohort assignments are now available for viewing on MercyLINK. 
o The process for establishing cohorts began with setting academic priorities 

including orchestral ensembles and smaller singleton classes, then moved to 

pairing sisters, grouping families outside of Monroe County, and finally 

randomizing remaining students. 

o We look forward to bringing entire grade levels together for events on 

Wednesdays, such as the delayed Junior Ring ceremony for our seniors on 

September 23. 

• Students who wish to participate in Mercy’s fully remote learning option for the 

2020-2021 school year must complete the MercyLINK remote learning form. 
o At the five-week mark, families may request a change from remote to 

HyFlex, if they so desire. 

o After logging into MercyLINK, click your child’s name in the top-left. Use 

the Checklist tab to access the remote learning form. You can also click the 

top yellow bar when you log in to view forms for completion. 

• Student Agendas will be distributed in homeroom.  
• The Academic Calendar is maintained online in Google calendar.  
• The Student Handbook will be posted on-line. Students will be reviewing this the first 

full week of school. It will include an addendum with expectations specifically related to 

online learning. All families will be required to sign off on a review of the handbook on 

MercyLINK. 
• Forms for parent signature, including our Technology Use Policy and Agreement to the 

Policies contained in the Student Handbook, are available in MercyLINK. All forms 

should be reviewed and signed no later than September 18, 2020. 
o After logging into MercyLINK, click your child’s name in the top-left. Use 

the Checklist tab to access your student’s back-to-school signature 

requirements. You can also click the top yellow bar when you log in to view 

forms for completion and signature. 

• Nurse and Health Information: 

o All new students (grades 6-12) and any returning student in grade 7, 9, and 11 

are required to submit proof of a recent health physical to the nurse. Students 

who have been referred to the Committee on Special Education (CSE) are also 

required to submit a health physical. Health appraisal forms and detailed 

requirements can be found on the Nurse’s page. 
o NYS Immunization requirements, permission for OTC medication use, and 

independent medication carry forms can also be found on the Nurse’s page. 

• Students who wish to participate in fall sports should review the fall sports timeline. 

Health forms may be submitted starting August 31, 2020 (the season will start on 

September 21, 2020). Anthony Yandek, Athletic Director, ayandek@mercyhs.com, 

can answer any additional questions. 
 

 

 

 

- MORE - 

 

https://mercy.myschoolapp.com/app#login
https://mercy.myschoolapp.com/app#login
https://mercy.myschoolapp.com/app#login
https://www.mercyhs.com/student-parent/calendars-and-class-schedules/
https://mercy.myschoolapp.com/app#login
https://mercy.myschoolapp.com/app#login
https://www.mercyhs.com/student-parent/nurse-information/
https://www.mercyhs.com/student-parent/nurse-information/
https://ourladyofmercyhs.rschoolteams.com/
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• Surface Pro, Chromebook, Textbook Distribution, and Prior Locker Content 

Pickup. Beginning the week of August 10, we began to distribute devices and textbooks. 

To prevent crowding, all pick-ups are broken up by grade and by appointment only. 
o When: 2 to 6 p.m. Monday – Friday  

▪ August 10 - 14: Grades 12 and 11 – schedule appointment 

▪ August 17 - 21: Grades 9 and 10 –  schedule appointment 

▪ August 24 - 28: Grades 6, 7, and 8 – schedule appointment 

o Remember to follow the safety protocols: Safe Process for Drop Off  

▪ It is very important that everyone stay in their car. 

▪ Please pull up to the Gallery Entrance following the driving patterns of a 

normal morning student drop-off. 

▪ A Mercy employee will come to your car, ask for your daughter’s name, 

and show you where to park and wait. 

▪ Your daughter’s device and textbooks will be brought to your car. 

• The Bookstore will be entirely online through the remainder of 2020. Items can be 

shipped (or picked up at the Gallery doors by appointment from August 10 through the 

opening of school). Stitchworks on Culver Parkway carries all uniform items with the 

exception of the sweatshirt and blazer. Most English paperback novels are available 

while supplies last. 
• Oval OLM car decals are available in the main office. Show your Mercy pride! 

 

Enjoy the remaining days of summer! The upcoming school year will certainly be different for 

all of us, but Mercy girls are grounded in their faith, are healthy risk takers, demonstrate a 

growth mindset, and are globally ready, resilient, problem-solvers and communicators. These 

traits, captured in our Profile of the Graduate, will see us through these difficult times. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Martin Kilbridge, Ed.D. 

Principal 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4CAAAF23A0FB6-juniorsenior
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4CAAAF23A0FB6-9th10th
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4CAAAF23A0FB6-6th7th8th
https://www.mercyhs.com/bookstore/
https://www.mercyhs.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Middle-States-Reaccreditation-at-Mercy-Brochure-October-2019.pdf

