
1 

New Faculty and Staff and New Positions for 2020-2021 
 
Every summer brings fresh faces to the Mercy faculty and staff, along with some changes in roles and/or 
titles.  
 
Patricia Ahern comes to us after having served in the office at Siena Catholic Academy since 
1993. Patty is the mother of a Mercy graduate, Meg ‘97, and mother-in-law of two alumnae, Kelly 
O’Neill ‘95 and Amy Doyle ‘90. Patty is serving as our new whole-school receptionist from her 
familiar office in Mercy East. Patty earned her AA of Arts from Marymount College/Marymount 
University. 
 
Kristina Borrelli, RN, MS, comes to us with over 15 years of combined experience as a Registered 
Nurse and Nurse Practitioner. Kris started her nursing career at URMC, working in vascular 
surgery and the Burn/Trauma Intensive Care Unit. After graduating with honors from the 
University of Rochester with a Master of Science in Nursing degree, she worked as a Nurse 
Practitioner for five years in a Rochester area pediatric practice. During the past 10 years while 
raising her two children, she has worked as a substitute nurse for Pittsford Schools and 
participated in several volunteer activities, serving as a dedicated volunteer at St. Louis School, 
FIRST Lego League coach, and Girl Scout Leader.  Kris and her husband Mike have two daughters 
attending OLM in the fall in 6th and 9th grades.  
 
Michael Fink, our new physics teacher, joins us after teaching for two years at University 
Preparatory Charter School for Young Men. Previously, he was the head coach of men’s volleyball 
at Broaddus University and a science teacher in Baltimore County Public Schools. Mike attended 
SUNY New Paltz where he received his Bachelor of Science degree in Chemistry and SUNY 
Brockport where he received his Master of Science degree in Education.  
 
Matt Fowler joins the IT department. Recently he worked as an Implementation Consultant at 
Edmentum, but previously worked at McQuaid Jesuit and Siena Catholic Academy, where he was 
instrumental in setting up the 1:1 Chromebook program and introducing the faculty to Google 
Classroom. Matt is a graduate of St. John Fisher College and McQuaid Jesuit. 
 
Elizabeth Guzzetta served as a science and math teacher at Allendale Columbia for the past 20 years. 
She is joining our science faculty specializing in biology. At AC, Beth was engaged in many co-curricular 
trips, camps, and activities including serving as the International Science Research Coordinator, focusing 
on the biodiversity, health, and culture of Madagascar and Bolivia, including a student trip to 
Madagascar. She had served as a soccer coach and teacher at various schools and camps in her 30 years 
in education. She is a recipient of the Presidential Award for Excellence in Math and Science Teaching 
and an annual presenter at the national conference of the National Science Teachers Association. Beth 
earned her bachelor’s degree in Mathematics from St. John Fisher College and her master’s degree in 
Secondary Education from Curry College.   
 
Sharon Hockwater is our new Office Administrator for the principal and the Board of Trustees. 
Previously, she served in the same capacity in support of the Superintendent of Catholic Schools and the 
Department of Catholic Schools for the Diocese of Rochester and the main office of Seton Catholic 
School in Brighton. Sharon earned her AA at Monroe Community College. 
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Beth Mannix retired from the Greece Central School District but is not ready to retire from teaching! She 
joins Mercy as our business teacher. Her experience in teaching many dual credit courses in partnership 
with Monroe Community College and her desire to work in a faith-based environment make her a great 
fit for Mercy. Beth earned her Bachelor of Science degree from LeMoyne College in Business 
Administration/Marketing and her Master of Arts in Education from Nazareth College.  
 
Allison McElheran joins our Social Studies Department. She is familiar with the Mercy ethos and charism 
having just graduated from Misericordia University with a Bachelor of Arts in History. She is the recipient 
of the Dr. Louis Maganzin Award for excelling as a student teacher in secondary education and the 
Professor Donal Fries Award for Excellence in History. 
 
Michael Patterson will serve as a long-term substitute for Emily Casey in the social studies department. 
This past year, Michael served as an LTS in the Rush Henrietta school district. He recently graduated from 
the State University of New York at Brockport with a bachelor’s degree in History. He is currently 
pursuing a master’s degree in Teaching Writing through Johns Hopkins University. 
 
Sonya Sampson will be taking over our African American History course and offering some sections of 
Technology in our middle school. Sonya received her bachelor’s degree in African American Studies and 
Economics from SUNY Buffalo and is expecting to complete her master’s in Teaching and Curriculum 
from the University of Rochester this fall. 
 
Elizabeth Sawyer returns to Mercy as a long-term substitute, this time for Katie LaDuke in the sixth-
grade program. She’s been teaching since 2000, taking a pause in the last few years to focus on her 
family, daughter, Molly ‘25, and Jack, a rising junior at McQuaid Jesuit. 
 
New Position: Leadership Program Coordinator 
Beginning in the 2020-2021 school year, Elizabeth Decosse will be moving into a new role as 
Mercy's Leadership Program Coordinator. Elizabeth will continue her work in coordinating the 
Motto capstone projects but will also be coordinating our new Leadership Distinction Program. 
 
Teaching Assistants 
In the past few weeks we have been busy posting and hiring teaching assistants to help in our 
HyFlex model when teachers are remote. When we have completed this process, we will share 
the names and backgrounds of these additions to the Mercy staff. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Martin Kilbridge, Ed.D. 
Principal 
Our Lady of Mercy 


