
 
 
 
 
2021-2022 School Year Summer Reading Assignments 

English 9 
 
A Study of Social Justice 
 
Annotations: For all books, take notes on what you notice, think, have questions about, find 
memorable in the books, want to talk about from the books. Mark passages (sentences you could 
quote) that stay with you—that state a truth, a startling fact, or a thought you want to remember.  
 
READING LISTS 
 
Students are required to read the following novel: 
 

• Just Mercy by Bryan Stephenson (Adapted for Young Adults Edition) (nonfiction) 
 

In English 9, the study of social justice connects our literature and much of our 
writing. To start our study this year, we’re requiring everyone read Bryan Stephenson’s book 
Just Mercy (Adapted for Young Adults Edition) over the summer.  

Mr. Stephenson is a lawyer who wants equal justice for all Americans and has 
worked hard to defend those who’ve been wrongly accused. We think his book Just Mercy is 
an important read for all Americans. His book makes us aware that social justice is not 
always within reach because of prejudices and racism that exist in America today. You might 
have seen the movie. Even if you did, you need to read the whole book and be ready to bring 
up what you notice in the book, what it leads you to think, and the passages in the book that 
connect with your ideas. Take notes and mark places that you don’t want to forget so you’re 
ready to talk and write about the book when school starts. 

In September, we’ll think about this book together and compare what we’ve learned 
from it with learning we can gather from short readings we’ll do. You’ll write an essay on the 
perspective of social injustice shown through connecting the short readings and Just Mercy. 
Enjoy your reading of a book that we think you’ll find unforgettable, as we do! 

 
Students are required to read TWO of the following novels:  
 
Instructions: Choose TWO other books from the list below (that you haven’t already read). 
Each book is not only a good story within itself, but it will help you think about social injustice 
that exists now or has in the past and what it’s like for people to face it, how people can deal with 
it. We’re hoping your reading of these books over the summer will not only get you excited 
about reading but will give you interesting ideas and examples from the texts to add to class 
discussion this year.   

When the school year begins, we’ll ask you to write a reflective essay on the two books 
you’ve chosen from this list. For a reflective essay to be well written, it requires you show us 
your connection with the books—share what you learn and think about because of the books, 
what strikes you or stays with you from the reading, what you notice about other people because 
of the book (about characters in the book or a connection with people in real life), passages that 
stand out to you as being important. You’ll need to have the books with you at school on the day 
we write the reflective essay, during the first week of classes.  
 
 



 
 

 
• Girl in the Blue Coat by Monica Hesse (historical fiction) - A book focusing on the 

Resistance in Amsterdam during World War II—people who secretly fought the 
Germans, putting their own lives at risk to save Jews and counter Hitler’s power in the 
Netherlands. 
 

• Life in Motion: An Unlikely Ballerina by Misty Copeland (must be the regular edition, 
NOT the young reader’s edition) (memoir) - A memoir of Misty Copeland’s life from 
being discovered at age 13 through her career as a ballerina to the present as the first 
black female principal dancer for the American Ballet Theatre in New York City. 
 

• The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen (realistic fiction) - A realistic story 
focusing on one high school girl’s struggle to come back from a dream-shattering, life-
changing injury. 
 

• World of Wonders by Aimee Nezhukumatathil (memoir/nature) - A memoir/nature book 
that interweaves the author’s observations of the natural world with life experiences in 
places she has lived throughout the U.S. and India as well as reflections on her work as a 
poet. Her writing moves us into both deeper thinking about life in the U.S. and more 
appreciation of the world around us. This is a great read for summer when we have a 
chance to be outside more and look at nature ourselves and also gives us a good model 
for observational and creative writing we’ll do this year. 
 

• Red Scarf Girl by Ji-Li Jiang (memoir) - The true story of the author’s experiences when 
her family was caught in the Cultural Revolution in China in the 1960s. The story begins 
when she was 12 and covers the range of a few years. 
 

• Lilies of the Field by William E. Barrett (American classic fiction) - A modern American 
classic focusing on the friendship that develops between a veteran and a group of nuns he 
helps with their dream of building a chapel. 
 

• Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen (British fiction) - A story of class distinctions and 
love in 18th Century British society. 
 

• Wish You Well by David Baldacci (fiction) - A story about the importance of family, 
overcoming tragedy and standing up against the injustice of a coal-mining company; 
based in the mountains of Virginia where Baldacci’s mother grew up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Summary: 

• All students are required to read Just Mercy (Adapted for Young Adults Edition) by 
Bryan Stephenson. 

• All students must choose two other books from the following list that they haven’t read 
before: 

o Girl in the Blue Coat by Monica Hesse (historical fiction) 
o Life in Motion: An Unlikely Ballerina by Misty Copeland (memoir) 
o The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen (realistic fiction) 
o World of Wonders by Aimee Nezhukumatathil (memoir/nature) 
o Red Scarf Girl by Ji-Li Jiang (memoir) 
o Lilies of the Field by William E. Barrett (fiction) 
o Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austin (fiction) 
o Wish You Well by David Baldacci (fiction) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


