
 
 
 
 

 
 

2021-2022 School Year Summer Reading Assignments 
Grade 8 

Instructions:  The summer reading assignment is intended to help students continually foster a 
passion for reading and an appreciation for literature.  It also gives students the resources to 
continue building their reading stamina and comprehension over the summer, as well as make a 
connection between literature and the Sisters of Mercy Core Values.  

Each incoming 8th grade student must read THREE summer reading novels - two required and 
one choice.  The summer reading assessment (written essay) will take place during the first full 
week of school. This essay will focus on HOSPITALITY - a warm and generous welcoming of 
all.   

As you read, you should annotate for examples of how the main characters in each novel 
DO or DO NOT demonstrate hospitality.  You may bring notes/index cards with your textual 
evidence written down, and/or your actual novel with annotations made directly in your 
books. You will be expected to use these citations in your essay, so be sure your annotations are 
complete! 

Guiding questions to consider as you are reading: 

• When do the characters of the novels make others around them feel welcome and a part 
of the community or family? 

• When are the characters of the novel made to feel unwelcome?  In other words, when are 
they made to feel like they are outsiders and not a part of the community or family 
around them?  

READING LIST  

Every student must read BOTH of the following novels:  

• I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the World (Young 
Reader’s Edition) by Malala Yousafzai - This is the remarkable story of Malala, a young 
girl who defied the Taliban rule of her Pakistan region by attending school. While riding 
the bus on her way home from school, she was shot. She survived and has advocated for 
peace and education around the world.  
 

• Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson - Raised in both South Carolina and New 
York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, she shares what 
it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the 
remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights 
movement.  Woodson’s writing provides a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for 
her place in the world. 

 

 

 



 

 

Students must also read ONE of the following novels (listed in order of difficulty/reading 
level): 

• Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli- In this story about the perils of popularity, the courage of 
nonconformity, and the thrill of first love, an eccentric student named Stargirl changes 
Mica High School forever.  
 

• The Crossover OR Booked, both by Kwame Alexander - Both novels, written in verse, 
tell the stories of young teens whose love of sports (basketball/soccer) is intertwined with 
school, family, and friendship struggles.  Entertaining and utterly creative, Kwame 
Alexander’s books are well-loved by those who enjoy playful and creative writing, and 
appreciate reading a unique type of text. 
 

• Let the Circle Be Unbroken by Mildred D. Taylor - The sequel to Roll of Thunder, Hear 
My Cry read in class last year, this novel continues the story of the Logan family as they 
battle to keep their land and receive the respect they deserve.  
 

• The Sun Is Also a Star * by Nicola Yoon - Natasha has always been the girl who 
believes in science and facts. Not destiny or dreams.  Especially when her family is 
twelve hours away from being deported to Jamaica.  Daniel has always been the good 
son, the good student, living up to his parents’ high expectations.  Never the poet or the 
dreamer.  Discover what happens when the two meet and enter into each other’s very 
different worlds. 
 

• Refugee by Alan Gratz - Josef is a Jewish boy in 1930s Nazi Germany, Isabel is a Cuban 
girl in 1994, and Mahmoud is a Syrian boy in 2015.  All three go on harrowing journeys 
in search of safety, and all face unimaginable dangers - from drownings to bombings to 
betrayals. But for each of them, there is always the hope of tomorrow. And although 
Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by continents and decades, surprising 
connections will tie their stories together in the end. 
 

• Legend by Marie Lu - Set in a society ruled by a totalitarian Republic, this novel centers 
around Day and June, two 15-year-olds on opposite sides of the economic 
spectrum.  Though they couldn't seem more different, they must decide just how much 
they can trust each other.  Told from Day and June's alternating perspectives, this fast-
paced, nail-biting adventure is a great choice for fans of The Hunger Games or other 
dystopian novels. 
 

• The Secret Life of Bees * by Sue Monk Kidd - Set in South Carolina in 1964, this is the 
story of Lily Owens and her search for a mother. Lily’s life has been shaped by the 
blurred memory of the afternoon her mother was killed. Lily finds help and love amidst 
racism, bees, honey, and female power.  
 

• Fahrenheit 451 * by Ray Bradbury - Guy Montag is a fireman. In his world, where 
television reigns and literature is on the brink of extinction, firemen start fires rather than 
put them out. His job is to destroy all printed books, along with the houses in which they 
are hidden.  Montag never questions his actions until he meets Clarisse, who introduces 
him to a past where people did not live in fear - and suddenly Montag begins to question 
everything he has ever known.  
 
 



 
 
 

• Great Expectations * by Charles Dickens – If you enjoyed reading Dickens’ A Christmas 
Carol, you’ll be ready to read one of his most famous titles.  Humble, orphaned Pip is 
apprenticed to the dirty work of the forge but dares to dream of becoming a gentleman — 
and one day, under sudden and strange circumstances, he finds himself in possession of 
"great expectations."  

 
 
* The content of this book may be viewed as mature or sensitive in nature.  Parents/ guardians 
are invited to read summaries of the book or read a sample of the book.  Amazon.com and 
Goodreads.com provide overviews of the books, where students and parents/guardians can 
preview a chapter to assist in making their selection. 

Questions? Feel free to contact Mrs. Palleschi at kpalleschi@mercyhs.com (8th grade English 
teacher) 
 


