
 
 
 
 
2021-2022 School Year Summer Reading Assignments 

AP Literature 
 

Short Novel:  

• The Death of Ivan Ilyich by Leo Tolstoy 

Assessment: Reading check/quiz and in-class essay with open book, no other notes. Annotate 
text to prepare. This will happen the first week of school.  

Purchase or borrow your text, please. May be online. 

 

Mid-length Essay: 

Students are required to read BOTH of the following texts: 

• “In Plato’s Cave” from On Photography by Susan Sontag [approx. 15 pages] 
• “Notes of a Native Son” by James Baldwin [approx. 19 pages] 

 Essays are online. 

Assessment: Partnering with one other student, you will present to the class your response to one 
of the essays you have read. Format: 3 compelling and persuasive ideas in the essay; 2 ideas 
“we” (you and your partner) consider weak or false. This will happen by the end of September. 

 

Poetry: 

• Ten Poems from the Vendler Anthology (our poetry textbook) 
o “Dover Beach” – Matthew Arnold 
o “Loveliest of trees, the cherry now” – A.E. Housman 
o “Hanging Fire” – Audre Lorde 
o “Musee des Beaux Arts” – W. H. Auden 
o “Spring and All” – William Carlos Williams 
o “I Was Sleeping Where the Black Oaks Move” – Louise Erdrich 
o “Diving Into the Wreck” – Adrienne Rich 
o “Not Waving But Drowning” – Stevie Smith  
o “Of Forced Sightes and Trusty Ferefulness” – Jorie Graham 
o “Frederick Douglass” – Robert Hayden 

 

Read all ten poems and annotate five. All poems are online.  

Assessment: Quiz which requires you to match key lines from each poem to the title of the 
poem. This will happen in the first ten days of school. I will also review your five annotations. 

 
 



 

 

Short Essays:  

Students are required to read TWO of the following texts: 

• “The Fracking of Rachel Carson” by Sandra Steingraber 
• “Street Haunting” by Virginia Woolf 
• “Joy” by Zadie Smith 
• “The Ugly Tourist” by Jamaica Kincaid 
• “Against Nature” by Joyce Carol Oates 
• “No Name Woman” by Maxine Hong Kingston 
• “Shunned” by Meredith Hall 

Assessment: For one of the essays, write a dialectical journal to the prompt “How does this 
personal essay affect me on an emotional and intellectual level?  (One robust paragraph will be 
fine. Due the second week of school).  

All essays are online. 


