
 
 
 
 
2021-2022 School Year Summer Reading Assignments 

English 10 
 
READING LISTS 
 
Students are required to read the following novel: 
 

• The Five People You Meet in Heaven by Mitch Albom 

   This year in English 10 the thematic focus centers on gaining a comprehensive understanding of 
what it is to have a sound moral compass. Exploring the essential questions of how one develops a 
moral compass and how authorial purpose can positively contribute to this growth is at the core of our 
reading/writing curriculum this year.  Through our selected literature pieces, including the summer 
reading list, we will investigate the fundamental elements that contribute to the shaping of one’s 
moral compass including one’s faith, past/present social conditions, the varying eras of history, the 
past/present political climate that constitutes the book’s setting and the cultural/personal experiences 
of prominent story characters. 

      This is the story of an 83-year-old man, Eddie, who heroically dies trying to save a girl from an 
amusement park ride which has broken free from its cable. As Eddie arrives in Heaven, he meets five 
people who were significant in his life. Some of the people Eddie meets he never met while alive, but 
they help Eddie change the way he sees himself after he dies. By making the realm of heaven the 
vantage point for understanding forgiveness and redemption, the book invites readers to look at their 
own lives, their moral choices, and God’s redeeming work.   

  As school begins this upcoming September we will start discussing, evaluating, and sharing how 
the authors of these books use their platform as a vehicle for not only inspiring readers but to create 
awareness about social/personal issues which require a strong moral compass. Along with learning 
stylistic writing techniques we will prepare to trace how prominent characters from The Five People 
You Meet in Heaven and 2 books below use their moral compass to overcome seemingly impossible 
circumstances. 

 
Students are required to read TWO of the following novels: 
 

Instructions: Choose TWO other books from the list below (that you haven’t already read). 
These book selections each offer a memorable, edifying investigation of how humanity struggles to cope 
with the age-old battle of good vs. evil. These stories all reflect the courage, endurance, sacrifice, and 
perseverance that everyday people face in coping with life’s difficult circumstances/challenges. Selected 
books from this list will be included as choices which form the comparative analysis of moral compass 
writing assignment that we will begin with in the fall.   

 *The content of this book may be viewed as mature or sensitive in nature. Parents/ guardians are invited 
to read summaries of the book or read a sample of the book. Amazon.com and Goodreads.com provide a 
preview of the book where students and parents/ guardians can preview a chapter to assist in making their 
selection. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

• How Dare the Sun Rise: Sandra Uwiringiyimana * - A profoundly moving memoir, this book is 
the remarkable and inspiring true story of Sandra Uwiringiyimana, a girl from the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo who tells how she survived a massacre, immigrated to America, and 
overcame her trauma through art and activism. She is also a Mercy graduate who publicly speaks 
about her journey.       
 

• The Raven Boys by Maggie Stiefvater - A mixture of mythology and realistic fiction, this novel is 
the first in a series about a group of teens who embark on a quest to find the burial place of a 
Welsh king. 
 

• Animal Farm by George Orwell - This is the classic satire of the Russian Revolution, an account 
of the bold struggle, initiated by the animals, that transforms Mr. Jones's Manor Farm into 
Animal Farm, a wholly democratic society built on the credo that All Animals Are Created Equal. 
But are they? 
 

• Seraphina by Rachel Hartman - In the kingdom of Goredd, dragons and humans live and work 
side by side – while below the surface, tensions and hostility simmer. The newest member of the 
royal court, a uniquely gifted musician named Seraphina, holds a deep secret of her own, one that 
she guards with all of her being. When a member of the royal family is brutally murdered, 
Seraphina is drawn into the investigation alongside the dangerously perceptive—and dashing—
Prince Lucien. But as the two uncover a sinister plot to destroy the wavering peace of the 
kingdom, Seraphina’s struggle to protect her secret becomes increasingly difficult… while its 
discovery could mean her very life. 
 

• This Light Between Us by Andrew Fukuda* - In 1935, ten-year-old Alex Maki from Bainbridge 
Island, Washington is disgusted when he’s forced to become pen pals with Charlie Lévy of Paris, 
France—a girl. He thought she was a boy. In spite of Alex’s reluctance, their letters continue to 
fly across the Atlantic—and along with them, the shared hopes and dreams of friendship. Until 
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and the growing Nazi persecution of Jews force them to 
confront the darkest aspects of human nature. From the desolation of an internment camp on the 
plains of Manzanar to the horrors of Auschwitz and the devastation of European battlefields, the 
only thing they can hold onto are the memories of their letters. But nothing can dispel the light 
between them. 
 

• Unbroken, A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand 
(Young Reader’s Edition) (nonfiction) – The story follows the rise of Louie Zamperini as a 
competitive Olympic runner in he 1930’s, his experience in the United States Army Air Corps 
during World War II, his crash at sea and 47 days aboard a life raft, then his capture and torment 
by the Japanese. The book concludes, highlighting Zamperini’s incredible faith which, following 
his release, enabled him to forgive his captors who had once tortured him. This powerful story of 
redemption and resilience perfectly addresses the essential questions we will be 
analyzing/exploring this year. It’s an incredibly inspiring story which will encourage students to 
evaluate their own daily moral choices and offer additional insight into how authors can use their 
writing as a vehicle for positive social change as well as a tool for creating needed awareness 
related to moreal compass decisions that have serious consequential effects for the 
individual/their community. Be encouraged and truly moved to tears as you read about this 
incredible journey of faith that overcomes all obstacles! 
 

• The Scarlet Pimpernel by Baroness Orczy – During the French Reign of Terror, the mysterious 
Scarlet Pimpernel helps aristocracy escape the guillotine. The Scarlet Pimpernel is one of the first 
“super heroes” of literature.  
 

 



 
 

 
• Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte – Raised together on the Yorkshire moors, Heathcliff and 

Catherine become soulmates so utterly inseparable that their destiny seems inevitable. But when 
Catherine’s desire for social status results in her marriage to Heathcliff’s wealthy rival, Heathcliff 
is consumed by revenge. And no one in his path will be spared.  
 


