
 
 

 
 
 
2021-2022 School Year Summer Reading Assignments 

English 12 
 

Shaping Identity 
 
READING LISTS 
 
Students are required to read the following novel: 
 

• Make Your Bed by Admiral William H. McRaven.  
 

This text will be used in connection with personal essays in the beginning of the year, with a 
strong focus on writing the college essay. As students consider their own identity through 
personal essays, throughout the year, they will also consider factors that affect characters’ sense 
of identity, including the impact of others on one’s identity; the difference between developing 
one’s own identity and taking on an identity imposed by others; the deepening of a character’s 
personality as identity becomes clearer to herself or himself; what happens as a character grows 
to understand the world and his or her position in it.  
 
Students must also read ONE book from List A and ONE book from List B: 
 
We’ve deliberately built lists that can add to your understanding of shaping identities. We’re 
excited to hear your perspective on these books and to see the ways you connect them with the 
literature we read during the year. At the start of the year, we’ll ask you to write a reflective 
essay on the two books you’ve chosen from this list. For a reflective essay to be well written, you 
must show us your connection with the books—share what you learn, think and wonder about 
because of the books, what strikes you or stays with you from the reading, what you notice about 
other people because of the characters or a connection with real life, and passages (quotes) that 
stand out to you as being important. You’ll need the books with you at school when we write the 
reflective essay during the first week of classes. 

List A 

• Becoming by Michelle Obama  

A memoir by former first lady Michelle Obama, detailing the stories that shaped her into 
the woman she is. As students write personal narratives, this choice will allow them to 
explore how other authors write about themselves in deeply personal ways.  

• The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 

The Glass Castle is a memoir of how Walls and her siblings survived, cared for one 
another, and ultimately thrived, despite their parents’ shortcomings. Walls shows how 
family members can impact one another in both positive and negative ways and 
ultimately play a huge role in individual identity.  

 

 



 

• A Knock at Midnight: A Story of Hope, Justice, and Freedom by Brittany K. Barnett 

Brittany K. Barnett was only a law student when she came across the case that would 
change her life forever—that of Sharanda Jones, single mother, business owner, and, like 
Brittany, Black daughter of the rural South. In Sharanda, Brittany saw haunting echoes of 
her own life, as the daughter of a formerly incarcerated mother. 

• Spirit Run by Noé Álvarez 

The electrifying debut memoir of a son of working-class Mexican immigrants who fled a 
life of labor in fruit-packing plants to run in an Indigenous marathon from Canada to 
Guatemala, reimagining North America and his place in it. 

List B 

• Women of the Silk by Gail Tsukiyama 

In pre-World War II China, many impoverished families sent their young daughters to 
work in silk factories.  Against a backdrop of change in China, Pei grows into 
womanhood. 

• The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 

As we explore issues of identity and how it is shaped, it is important to keep in mind who 
has influence on that shaping. The Kite Runner explores relationships between family 
members and friends against the backdrop of Afghanistan and how those relationships 
and the setting of our lives have a lasting impact on who we ultimately become. 

• The Fountains of Silence by Ruta Sepetys. 

The Fountains of Silence focuses on 1957 Spain, where eighteen-year-old Daniel 
Matheson uses photography to understand his mother’s birth country.   

• A Northern Light by Jennifer Donnelly  

This novel looks at the possibilities facing sixteen-year-old Mattie Gokey in 1906 and the 
decisions she has to make as a young woman at the turn of the century in northern New 
York, proving that identity involves choices about who we are and who we want to be.  


