
 
 
 
 
2021-2022 School Year Summer Reading Assignments 

English 10 Honors 
 

READING LISTS 

Students are required to read the following novel: 

• Frankenstein by Mary Shelly  

Instructions: For English 10 Honors, students must read the required text, Frankenstein by 
Mary Shelley. This text will be used to focus on the theme of moral compass as we begin the 
year. Students will use the text in an essay at the beginning of the school year. We will connect 
Frankenstein with short stories, articles and essays and use it to frame the overall theme of moral 
compass for class. Please purchase a print copy of this text. You can purchase this from the 
Mercy Bookstore. 

Students must choose TWO of the following novels: 

In addition to Frankenstein, students will choose two books (that you have not read before) from 
the list below. We will use these books to write a reflective essay at the beginning of the school 
year. Descriptions from Amazon.com 

• How Dare the Sun Rise by Sandra Uwiringiyimana *- Sandra writes about surviving a 
refugee camp in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and being relocated to the United 
States, specifically Rochester, N.Y. Sandra is a graduate of Our Lady of Mercy School of 
Young Women, class of 2013. 
 

• The Scarlet Pimpernel by Baroness Orczy -During the French Reign of Terror, the 
mysterious Scarlet Pimpernel helps aristocracy escape the guillotine. The Scarlet 
Pimpernel is one of the first “super heroes” of literature. 
 

• Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte- Raised together on the Yorkshire moors, Heathcliff 
and Catherine become soul mates so utterly inseparable that their destiny seems 
inevitable. But when Catherine’s desire for social status results in her marriage to 
Heathcliff’s wealthy rival, Heathcliff is consumed by revenge. And no one in his path 
will be spared. 
 

• The Raven Boys by Maggie Stiefvater- A realistic fiction novel, sprinkled with fantasy 
elements, this novel tells the story of Blue Sargent, who befriends 3 boys from a local 
private school, who are on a quest to find the burial place of a mythical Welsh king. 
 

• The Chosen by Chaim Potok- It’s the spring of 1944 and fifteen-year-olds Reuven Malter 
and Danny Saunders have lived five blocks apart all their lives. But they’ve never met, 
not until the day an accident during a softball game sparks an unlikely friendship. Soon 
these two boys—one expected to become a Hasidic rebbe, the other at ease with secular 
America—are drawn into one another’s worlds despite one father’s strong opposition. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

• Animal Farm by George Orwell- This classic satire of the Russian Revolution -- an 
account of the bold struggle, initiated by the animals, that transforms Mr. Jones's Manor 
Farm into Animal Farm--a wholly democratic society built on the credo that All Animals 
Are Created Equal. But are they? 
 

• Seraphina by Rachel Hartman- In the kingdom of Goredd, dragons and humans live and 
work side by side – while below the surface, tensions and hostility simmer. The newest 
member of the royal court, a uniquely gifted musician named Seraphina, holds a deep 
secret of her own. One that she guards with all of her being .When a member of the royal 
family is brutally murdered, Seraphina is drawn into the investigation alongside the 
dangerously perceptive—and dashing—Prince Lucien. But as the two uncover a sinister 
plot to destroy the wavering peace of the kingdom, Seraphina’s struggle to protect her 
secret becomes increasingly difficult… while its discovery could mean her very life. 
 

• The Light Between Us- Andrew Fukuda *-In 1935, ten-year-old Alex Maki from 
Bainbridge Island, Washington is disgusted when he’s forced to become pen pals with 
Charlie Lévy of Paris, France—a girl. He thought she was a boy. In spite of Alex’s 
reluctance, their letters continue to fly across the Atlantic—and along with them, the 
shared hopes and dreams of friendship. Until the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and the 
growing Nazi persecution of Jews force them to confront the darkest aspects of human 
nature. 

*The content of this book may be viewed as mature or sensitive in nature. Parents/ guardians are 
invited to read summaries of the book or read a sample of the book. Amazon.com and 
Goodreads.com provide a preview of the book where students and parents/ guardians can 
preview a chapter to assist in making their selection. 

 

 

 


