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Together Again!
September 8, 9, and 10, 2021… the first days of school! After a year away for our middle
schoolers at Mercy East, all students in grades 6-12 were finally reunited back on the
Mercy Blossom campus in September for the 2021 academic school year. To help students
better acclimate to the campus, we staggered the start date for the 6-8th graders, 9th
graders, and 10-12th graders. This allowed all of our new and newer students to navigate
the halls with a bit less crowding. It also helped parents understand the ins and outs of
morning drop-off and afternoon pick-up in the parking lots with less congestion.
It was evident from their reaction that the students and faculty/staff were thrilled to be
back together as a Mercy family for the start of our 93rd school year. Over 13,500 girls
have called Mercy home since 1928; we are so happy to have such a wonderful group of
young women continue to learn and grow within the Circle of Mercy!
“Even with the ever-present COVID-19 and all the challenges it continues to bring us all,
it has been an exciting time having all my students together,” said Physical Education
teacher Stephanie Pautz Barbero, MS Ed. ’82, P’12. “It’s apparent that our girls are
eager to be back in the classroom with each other again, as well as home to Mercy Blossom.
I couldn’t be prouder of my students and consider myself blessed to take part in the
education of such remarkable young women. We’re making it an exceptional year together.”
Mercy’s students hail from nearly 40 school districts in the Rochester area—as far out as
Canandaigua, Naples, Batavia, Ionia, Geneseo, and Conesus. We are also very proud to
serve students from several foreign countries, including Ethiopia, Iraq, Afghanistan,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Nepal, Russia, Colombia, Australia, and China. No
matter where our students live on this Earth, when they are at Mercy, they are part of a
never-ending sisterhood.

Mercy’s Angles news magazine
is a winner of the coveted Award
of Excellence from the Rochester
Chapter of the Public Relations
Society of America.

PAMELA FENNELL BAKER, J.D. ’74, P’12

President’s Message

As British Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli noted in the 19th
century, “There is no education like adversity.” As we enter the
third year of coping with the effects of COVID-19, these words
provide us with a way to put everything that has happened since
March 2020 into perspective. We need to ask ourselves what are
the lessons we have learned? What positive things can we point
to that have resulted from dealing with this global crisis?
At Mercy, we have learned a number of significant lessons about
our school, our community, and ourselves. Are we better for
it? Are we stronger, more faith-filled, resilient, and (incredibly)
more hopeful about the future because of what we have been
through and what we have learned? I encourage everyone to
take a moment and reflect on what lessons you have learned
personally, and how you will apply those lessons going forward.
I would like to share with you the key lessons I have learned:

OLM Is a Resilient Institution
It should surprise no one that our all-girls school has endured
nearly 100 years which included the Great Depression, World
War II, the Korean and Vietnam Conflicts, and the tumultuous
events of the 1960s. We have shown an innate resilience that is
second to none. In these past two years, we have truly proven
that we could manage life through the pandemic by instituting
distance learning options, social/physical distancing, the creation
of a temporary middle school on East Avenue and, above all,
by never forgetting our mission to teach young women to be
leaders. Through our teamwork as a family, the magnificent
efforts of our teachers, and the dedicated efforts of our
COVID-19 Task Force led by Drs. Jim Maxwell and Colleen
Davis, we are coming out of this period as the institution we all
know us to be. Read more about Mercy’s future on page 18.

OLM Produces Great Student Leaders,
Even During a Crisis
Mercy’s Leadership Distinction Program, that I had dreamed of
since I began serving on the Board of Trustees eight years ago,

was developed in the midst of the pandemic with my support,
and by former Dean of Academics Donna Horn and Motto
Coordinator Elizabeth Decosse. It has demonstrated that out of a
crisis can come great student leaders. This year, Business teacher
Beth Mannix joined the group and expanded our work. I am
grateful to Mercy Board member Joan Mullaney, Ed.D., Professor
Emeritus at Monroe Community College; Stephen Hill, Ph.D.,
Assistant Professor in the School of Business and Leadership at
Nazareth College; and Jodi Oriel ’79, Director of the Office of
Student Life and Leadership Development at Monroe
Community College for their willingness to work with us
through this program. Our internship initiative, a component
of Mercy’s Leadership Distinction Program, rolled out this year.
I am so proud of our 56 girls who are serving in various
educational and business roles within Mercy, as well as out in
the community representing our school. Senior Jess Mason ’22
recently said to me, “I just completed my internship at Senator
Cooney’s office and had an amazing experience! They had me
answering phone calls and communicating with constituents, as
well as writing letters and going to press conferences. Through
this experience at Mercy, I have been asked to join Nazareth
College’s Women’s Leadership Council. I graciously accepted and
through this connection, I will continue to introduce our Mercy
Girls to powerful women leaders in our community.” Read more
about this internship experience beginning on page 22.

The Pandemic Helped OLM Focus on Our Strategic
Plan and Better Understand Our Priorities
In December 2020, Mercy’s Board of Trustees, led by Chair
Heather Hanson Goodbody ’87, met to focus on planning
for our school’s future. Our new five-year Strategic Plan was
rolled out in January 2021 with five lead initiatives. A Campus
Master Plan committee, led by Board member Ray LeChase, has
met weekly since the summer to look at our property/buildings
and plan for the future. Our new Campus Ministry program
has grown under the leadership of Christine Kvam, MDiv. as
called for in the Strategic Plan. Our initiative to enhance college
continued next page
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President's Message
continued from previous page
planning was kicked off with a gift from former Board of Trustee
member Dr. Christine Licata and her husband Dr. Barry
Culhane—this has solidified our expectations for our students as
they plan their next steps in their education. Our IT team has led
us into a world of future learning. Like many families that have
had to reorganize their routines and priorities to accommodate
working from home and learning from home, Mercy had to as
well. We have discovered that technology has permanently
transformed our students’ learning experiences. Even though
they are back in the classroom full time, online options can
enrich and deepen a student’s learning experience. Dr. Kilbridge
is leading our dedicated teachers in their formation of the
School Culture Team, which works on enhancing the faculty
experience, including a transparent and supportive evaluation
and professional growth program. Get updated on Mercy’s
progress with our Strategic Plan on page 13.

The Pandemic Brought Wonderfully
Talented Alumnae Back to Campus to Share
Their Experiences
Our annual Career Day, held in March 2021, featured keynote
speaker Jodi Lobozzo Aman ’90, Licensed Clinical Social
Worker, who spoke about finding purpose in an ever-changing
world. Twenty-two other Mercy alumnae shared their personal
and professional experiences as well as how their workplaces
have evolved during COVID-19 (page 16). Our Senior
Alumnae Breakfast in April 2021 featured Tae’lor Jackson ’16
who shared her experience as a Mercy Girl and the more recent
role she played during the pandemic, assisting me in our work
to make every student feel welcome at Mercy (page 15). We also
welcomed several recent Mercy graduates home to Mercy to
share their talents as full-time employees: Meghan Kiely ’11,
Kristen Smith ’16, and Elizabeth Reyda ’17 (page 40). We

were also blessed to have Shannon Dougherty ’15 with us for
a year. The Circle of Mercy continues to be emboldened by our
graduates who support us.

The Pandemic Inspired Some Wonderful
Acts of Philanthropy
Sadly, in June 2021, Mercy lost our dear friend and dedicated
supporter Sandy Parker. For many years, Sandy had provided a
Mercy education to a dozen girls. To honor his beloved wife, we
have been blessed that Sandy’s husband, John ‘Dutch’ Summers,
has decided to continue Sandy’s work by adding 15 more girls
to our ‘Parker Scholars’ program! This life-changing gift will
continue to honor Sandy for years to come (page 5). In
September 2021, beloved friend and graduate of Mercy, Kathy
Bonsignore Walgreen ’61, returned to campus to donate
and dedicate a beautiful statue of Catherine McAuley that was
sculpted by Sr. Marie Henderson. Every student is now
greeted at the Gallery doors by Mother McAuley with her words
to remind us that, “No work of charity can be more productive
of good to society than the careful instruction of women.”
ead more and see the photos on pages 14 and 15.
As Pope Francis said, “We never come out of any crisis using
the same mindset we had before the crisis.” None of us should
look back on the past few years and conclude that this time
only represents lost opportunities. We can all learn and grow
from our struggles and adversity, and we can begin to do that
by applying the lessons of adversity to our lives, both practically
and spiritually.
Wishing you blessings for a healthy 2022.

Over the past year, businesses, public services, schools, and other organizations across the United
States have been plagued by COVID-related staff shortages. Job vacancies skyrocketed due to
people suffering from the virus, friends and family members caring for the sick, or workers simply
leaving their jobs due to burnout (dubbed the ‘The Great Resignation’ by the media). Mercy was
not spared from this nationwide crisis. In order to keep our doors open and students learning
during an unprecedented time of teacher absences (due to illness and quarantine mandates), we
took an ‘all hands on deck’ approach to teaching. That meant all faculty, staff, administrators, and
volunteer parents were woven into the substitute teacher rotation. Even President Baker did her
part to keep the halls of Mercy open by subbing in Mercy’s Spanish and Technology classes.
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Farewell to Sandy Parker,
a True Friend of Mercy
Charismatic, enthusiastic, kind, generous, and armed with a strong voice in our community. That
was Sandy Parker. When she passed away on June 6, 2021, Rochester lost a beloved supporter.
“What always impressed me about Sandy was that she was such a powerful voice and advocate in
our community, and yet she was a very quiet philanthropist,” said Ginny Ryan, friend and local
TV personality. “She once told me she never wanted her name on a room or building; it wasn’t
her style.”
A local visionary, Sandy dedicated her time, talent, and resources to improving the entire
landscape of Rochester, bringing local businesses together with a focus on
improving educational resources—the root of a flourishing community.
Together with her husband, Dutch, Sandy began a scholarship program at Our Lady of Mercy
School for Young Women in 2013—the Sandy A. Parker Scholarship—offering opportunities
for a world-class education to girls for whom it otherwise may not have been possible.
Awarded annually, the scholarship is given to students who demonstrate financial need
and have a strong desire to attend Mercy with an opportunity to grow academically.
“Sandy’s dedication to providing girls with the foundation and support needed to grow
academically and pursue their interests has been life-changing for the members of the
Sandy A. Parker Scholarship Program,” said Pamela Fennell Baker, J.D. ’74, P’12,
Mercy’s President and CEO. “Sandy took a personal interest in each of the girls,
following their progress and cherishing the time she spent with them.”
After her untimely death in June, Dutch agreed to continue Sandy’s scholarship program,
providing financial support for Mercy Girls and supporting a new cohort of 15 students
this academic year. In addition to her scholarship, Sandy’s contributions to the Rochester
community will continue through a newly established Parker Mentor Program. Sandy’s
friends wanted to continue her legacy by creating a mentorship opportunity to support students
and help them improve their learning and leadership skills, motivating them toward future career
development. The program serves as a testament to how Sandy’s focus was never on herself, but
on those around her and the community to which she contributed so greatly. If you’re interested
in being a Parker Mentor, please contact Ginny Ryan at vcurran@sbgtv.com.
Susan George, a former coworker to Sandy and Director of Events and Affiliate Relations at Greater
Rochester Chamber of Commerce, reflects on Sandy’s incredible impact on so many people.
“Sandy was a quiet powerhouse who never sought the limelight, but was always doing good
behind the scenes,” said Susan. “She was kind, generous, a strong leader, and gave back to the
community whenever an opportunity arose. Her passion to help those in need was something to
be admired. Sandy will be missed, but her legacy lives on in so many people she supported.”

Mercy will honor
Sandy and Dutch at
our annual Spirit Gala
on April 30, 2022 with
the Catherine McAuley
Philanthropy and
Vision Award.

Without exaggeration, thousands of young minds have been shaped and enhanced due to the
generosity of Sandy and Dutch, including those she mentored and financially helped educate at
Mercy. “Sandy lives on in the best way possible,” said Ginny, “through the young women at
Mercy, her Parker Scholars, and so many others.”
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Spirit
Week
Back in
Full Force!
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Spirit Week took a hiatus
from its typical semi-raucous activities last
year due to the pandemic, only to come
roaring back this school year in full force.
Two years of pent-up excitement, energy,
and enthusiasm were on full display on
Friday, October 1, the last day of Spirit
Week and the day christened as Mercy’s
official Spirit Day (alumnae may
remember it as Field Day).
The week building up to Spirit Day 2021
was filled with students dressed in special
themed outfits, including ‘Team Tuesday’
and ‘Decade Day.’ Both middle and high
schoolers competed in week-long
competitions including a door decorating
contest in the middle school and ‘Jar
Wars’ in the high school. Finally, on
Friday morning, Spirit Week’s most
spirited event—the canned food drive
to benefit local homeless shelters and
community centers—took place. The
canned food drive was a monumental
success with over 25,000 items collected
by high school students! We’re so grateful
to everyone who donated food and helped
deliver it to House of Mercy, Bethany
House, Sister Regis Food Cupboard, and
Cameron Community Ministries. In the
middle school, students collected 2,102
pairs of socks and donated them to area
organizations, including House of Mercy.
Following the canned food drive in the
morning and watching class skits in the
Auditorium, high school students enjoyed
an early lunch of pizza and cookies and
then participated in class competitions on
the upper field under glorious sunshine.
Yes, being a Mercy Girl means you are
part of a global sisterhood, but when the
coveted (but imaginary) Spirit Award
is on the line, students quickly fall into
ranks and give it their all to win for their
respective classes. The day was filled with
love of each other, love of Mercy, and a
bountiful amount of joy and happiness.
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OLM Weaves Mercy Education’s
Core Values into Curriculum
by Martin Kilbridge, Ed.D., Principal
Mercy Education, the international coalition of Mercy schools
that serves as ministries of the Sisters of Mercy, has developed
universal Core Values and a corresponding Profile of the Graduate
that we recently adopted at Our Lady of Mercy School for Young
Women. Rooted in the charism of the Sisters of Mercy and
reflecting our common educational purpose and aims, the Core
Values serve as a touchstone for our ministry and a guide for our
educational programming.
Creatively summarized by the acronym ‘LIVE Mercy’ developed
by Art teacher Kylie Dahlberg, the five Core Values are:

Mercy students welcome the challenge of pursuing
their full potential in a culture of excellence, critical
thinking, and curiosity. Their multifaceted journey
builds character while it builds essential skills. Our
holistic program expects engagement, a thirst for
knowledge, and personal responsibility while
preparing students to thrive for a lifetime.
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Mercy students, in the spirit of our foundress
Catherine McAuley, are steadfastly determined
to take Mercy into an interconnected world.
Our shared sense of social consciousness is
fortified by universal empathy and a
conviction that all are worthy of God’s mercy. This deep awareness
and compassion move us to take principled action and serve the
needs of others.
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• Inspired By Faith
• A Voice For Dignity and Respect
• Educational Courage
• Compelled By Mercy

Compelled By Mercy

ley

Mercy
Education
Mercy is a sponsored ministry of the Institute of the Sisters of Mercy
of the Americas and a member of Mercy Education.
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Mercy students become living models of faith and forceful advocates
for Gospel values. Grounded in our Catholic identity in the Mercy
tradition, we welcome all faiths and are strengthened and shaped by
these relationships. As we pursue a personal relationship with God,
we strenuously follow Jesus Christ’s example of social justice, love,
and service.

Principled Leadership
Mercy students are poised to lead with their unique gifts. Prepared
with an ethical and moral compass, we put Mercy values into
action and work assertively for what is right. We’re equipped to
make difficult choices, learn from our mistakes, and develop high
emotional intelligence. As an international community, we’re
confident in our ability to make a positive difference and push
for systemic change.

A Voice For Dignity and Respect
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We see these values and attributes reinforced through various programs such as Mercy Service;
Motto, our senior Capstone project; retreats; liturgies and traditions; athletics; and extracurricular
activities. We also see them in the classroom in our innovative curricula, culturally responsive
teaching, and expectations that students fulfill their potential. These values and attributes permeate Inspired By Faith
the daily lives of our girls in our high standards for behavior and our commitment toMsocial
od justice
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and the Critical Concerns.
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Because of this close correspondence, we do not anticipate significant change to our programming,
MERCY
but we expect to be able to better articulate the connection between our programming and our
values. We also anticipate that future Mercy graduates, when they encounter others who were
EDUCATION
likewise educated in the Mercy tradition in other parts of the country and the world, will recognize
in one another the commonality of their experiences and recognize in their actions the hallmarks of
that Mercy education.
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In our opening-of-the-year workshop, the faculty compared our existing attributes of an OLM
graduate with this new articulation of Mercy values and found that the old and the new align very
well. None of us were surprised by this given our firm adherence to our existing mission and
devotion to the characteristics of a Mercy education.
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The Profile of
the Graduate is a
means of conveying
the impact a Mercy
education will have
on its students by
the time they
graduate. We
expect our
alumnae to take to
heart and embrace
the Core Values in
specific ways. Our
academic and other
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St. Bernard of Clairvaux, who wrote extensively a treatise On Loving God, is supposed to haveSsaid,
al
ality • Ethical & Mor
“What we love we shall grow to resemble.” If we do not devote ourselves to an ideal state or image of
ourselves, we can never attain it, and if we do not love what we seek, we will not pursue it with
determination. It is therefore good that we have these Core Values and the accompanying Profile of
the Graduate toward which to strive. If we indeed love these, then we will come to resemble them.
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MERCY
BY THE

Numbers

797
Students

39
560
Local
school
districts
served

70
NEARLY

10

Countries
of origin
for
students

40
Percent
of students
received
need-based
scholarships
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AP
exams
taken

Percent
of students
on sports
teams

13,546
Graduates since 1932

2,000,000
Dollars awarded in scholarships
and financial aid

6

July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021
Annual Report to the Community

3
42,000,000
100
86
Percent of
seniors who
graduated
in 2021

Colleges and
universities
2021 grads
are attending

Dollars in cumulative
college scholarship offers earned

1,600,000
169

0 373
New
donors

Most popular intended
majors of graduates:
• Nursing
• Biology/Pre-Med
• Education

Donors
giving
for 10+
consecutive
years

Dollars in donations

9,800,000

Dollars in operating revenue
Dollars in operating expenses

11,500,000
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In-Person Open House Hosts
Nearly 100 Families
In October 2021, prospective students and their families
experienced the Circle of Mercy firsthand at our Open
House, held in person following the previous year’s
virtual event. Nearly 100 families joined Mercy staff,
faculty, and current Mercy Girls for this fun and
informative event. Once checked-in, families had the
opportunity to spend time in general information
sessions and take tours of the building led by student
ambassadors and faculty members. Mercy PE teachers
and student ambassadors hosted the popular FunZone
in the middle school gymnasium where girls could run,
play, and get to know each other. Throughout the
evening, prospective parents and students also
connected with faculty, staff, and coaches in the
Academic and Extracurricular Expo held in the
Kathleen Bonsignore Walgreen Gymnasium where they
learned all about the wonderful curriculum, activities,
athletics, performing arts, and people who make Mercy
so extraordinary.
If you know a future Mercy Girl, invite her and her
family to visit with us or encourage her to explore our
website at www.mercyhs.com. We are busy planning
for next fall; Mercy’s Admissions team is available to
answer any questions. They can be reached at
585-288-7120 x304.

Entrance exams are scheduled for April 2, May 7,
and June 28. Although we are hosting tours and
shadow visits in person, entrance exams continue
to be virtual for prospective student comfort and
family convenience.

Look at that smile!
Recently, Ruthie opened a special note from Mercy Admissions; it was her
official acceptance letter! Her family caught the magical moment and shared
it with us. We’re so excited to welcome Ruthie and all future Mercy Girls
into our school family. Do you want to experience a smile like Ruthie’s?
Visit www.mercyhs.com or call 585-288-7120 x304 for more information on
becoming a Mercy Girl.
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Update: Mercy’s Five-Year
Strategic Plan
by Terri Cubiotti, Vice Chair, Mercy Board of Trustees
In the previous issue of Angles, the Mercy Board of Trustees
announced it had launched a multi-year Strategic Plan,
spearheaded by Board Chair Heather Hanson Goodbody ’87,
to chart our school’s course for the future. The Strategic Plan,
with its five primary goals, is the blueprint that will help Mercy
deliver our mission with excellence, increase enrollment demand,
secure our financial position, and sustain our vision for the next
generation of students.
We are thankful for the work completed by the various stakeholders responsible for
the Strategic Plan initiatives: President Baker, Principal Kilbridge, numerous staff and
faculty, and Board committee chairs and their devoted sub-committees. We are now one
year into the Plan and happy to report the school has achieved great success in this brief
amount of time:
• Formalization of School Culture Team: Comprised of passionate faculty members,
this team meets every month or more to assess faculty morale, discuss opportunities
for collaboration, and execute strategies to maximize faculty engagement.
• Faculty/Staff Diversification: The expansion of our recruitment initiatives has
attracted a more diverse faculty and staff.
• Expansion of Academic Leadership Programs: Students are able to pursue the
Mercy Leadership Distinction Diploma through their engagement in academic
coursework, service opportunities, extracurricular activities, and experiential learning
opportunities. We have identified and expanded course offerings that both emphasize
leadership skills and allow students to put them to use. Seniors participate in a
growing internship program both within the school and in the larger community.
• Campus Ministry Director: Mercy appointed one of its former Theology teachers,
Christine Kvam, MDiv., to lead our Campus Ministry Department. Her primary
purpose is to promote Mercy’s values and the Critical Concerns from the Sisters of Mercy
to the students, faculty, and staff, as well as ensure the Mission of Our Lady of Mercy
School for Young Women is upheld in all interactions within the Mercy community.
• Campus-Wide Master Plan: Working with the firm SEI, Mercy has developed and
adopted a Campus Master Plan that outlines three phases of campus development for
the next 15 years that will meet our academic and programmatic needs.

Strategic Plan Goals
1. Maintain and enhance
the faculty culture
whose core focus is
the mission of Mercy
coupled with
student success
2. Enhance the student
experience
3. Assure Mercy’s campus
spaces and facilities
meet our learning and
programmatic needs
4. Strengthen
organizational stability
5. Achieve advancement
success

• Long-Term Development Strategy: The Advancement team has begun work on
creating a long-term development strategy that focuses on the necessary capital
needed to support our future campus needs. In addition, the team is committed to
fostering increased support for all school initiatives in any way possible.
We’re excited to see what the next year brings as we continue our efforts to implement
the Strategic Plan. We look forward to continuing this journey with all of you!
ANGLES • SPRING 2022
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A Prominent
Place for
a Prominent
Woman
Every year on September 24, the Mercy community
is invited to celebrate the opening of the first House
of Mercy on Baggot Street in Dublin, Ireland in 1827.
Mercy Day is a time of prayer, celebration, and
action when we gather in reverence and recognition of
Catherine McAuley, foundress of the Sisters of Mercy,
and the vision of Mercy she had for the world.
Catherine, a wise woman, knew that if we created
places of welcome and prayerful hospitality, the
community of Mercy would continue and thrive.
As part of our 2021 Mercy Day celebration, Our Lady
of Mercy School for Young Women unveiled a near
life-sized statue of McAuley outside the main Gallery
entrance. The statue is a generous gift from one of our
school’s most committed benefactors, Kathleen ‘Kathy’
Bonsignore Walgreen ’61. Kathy and her late
husband, Charles ‘Cork’ Walgreen III, have been
dedicated supporters of Mercy for decades.
“I commissioned the statue to pay homage to Catherine
McAuley,” said Mrs. Walgreen. “It’s a visible reminder of
the vision of Mercy Catherine had for the entire world.”
Sr. Marie Henderson, a Sister of Mercy and faculty
member at the University of Detroit Mercy School of

Kathy Walgreen unveils the statue.
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Architecture in Michigan, sculpted
the 5’ 2”, 300-pound bronze statue.
A week before Mercy Day, Sr. Marie
loaded the statue in her minivan
and drove to Rochester to oversee
the installation process. With the
help of Leaf Creek Landscape, as
well as maintenance members from
the Sisters of Mercy Motherhouse,
the statue was carefully lifted out
of the van and placed into its
permanent position. It was then
covered (for the big reveal) and
surrounded with flowers from
Gallea’s Florist.
The morning of the statue
dedication, Rev. Robert J. Kennedy
celebrated Mass with Mercy
students, faculty/staff, Board
members, and honored guests.
Immediately following Mass,
participants headed outside to the main Gallery entrance for the statue dedication,
which began with a welcome from Pamela Fennell Baker, J.D. ’74, P’12, Mercy’s
President and CEO. After remarks from Heather Hanson Goodbody ’87, Board of
Trustees Chair, and Mrs. Walgreen, Honorary Member of the Board of Trustees, the
statue was officially unveiled to the Circle of Mercy.
Following the unveiling, Elana Gizzi, Vocal Music Director, led the Mercy Show Choir
in the Suscipe. Christine Kvam, M.Div., Director of Campus Ministry, then led the
Ritual of Blessing, first offering a prayer before inviting two members from each
grade to offer petitions and place a flower in Catherine’s basket. At the end of the
ceremony, everyone gathered together to sing our beloved Alma Mater in celebration
of this wonderful and generous gift to “our dear O.L.M.”
Guests were served lunch after the dedication, beginning with a welcome from
President Baker and a prayer from Theology teacher Sr. Karlien Bach ’75. After
additional remarks from Terri Cubiotti, Vice Chair of Mercy’s Board of Trustees and
James Maxwell, M.D., Chair of Mercy’s COVID-19 Task Force, Mrs. Walgreen was
presented with tokens for her generosity—a cozy Mercy blanket and an event
memory book. The new statue served as a perfect backdrop for Mercy’s annual class
reunion, held the next day. By chance, Mrs. Walgreen’s class was one of those honored
(page 61).
“We’re so grateful to Kathy and Cork for their tremendous support and this most
recent gift to Kathy’s alma mater,” said President Baker. “Every time I drive on
campus, I’m reminded of Catherine McAuley’s prayerful hospitality and welcoming
nature. I feel a sense of belonging, not only as the school’s president, but also as a
proud alumna.”

2021 in
REVIEW
March 10, 2021

34 new National Honor Society
students were inducted.

March 16, 2021

Families gathered together for the
annual Admitted Parent Night.

April 18, 2021

Mercy hosted a drive-in event
to pay tribute to the late
Suzanne Klingler Johnston �61.

April 28, 2021

The Annual Senior Class Breakfast
hosted alumna
guest speaker
Tae'lor Jackson
�16, VP of
Strategic
Planning
at Panther
Graphics, Inc. and the
Alumnae Subcommittee Chair
of Mercy�s Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion Committee.

May 1, 2021

Mercy hosted its first-ever virtual
Spirit Gala with great success.
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Jodi Lobozzo Aman ’90

Mercy Alumnae
Inspire Careers, Build
Networks, and
Empower Success at
Career Day

Despite being held virtually in April 2021, Mercy’s annual Career Day gave
Mercy Girls the opportunity to connect with nearly two dozen alumnae who
shared their personal and professional journeys to inspire, enlighten, and
guide our students.
This year’s virtual keynote presentation to students in grades 6-12 was given
by Jodi Lobozzo Aman ’90, a Licensed Clinical Social Worker for more
than 25 years. Also a speaker, trainer, and well-respected author, Jodi shared
thoughts from her latest book, Anxiety…I’m So Done with You! A Teen’s
Guide to Ditching Toxic Stress and Hardwiring Your Brain for Happiness,
with a captive audience of students.
After the presentation, high schoolers participated in breakout sessions
with 22 Mercy graduates who shared their educational and professional
experiences. One speaker, Dr. Sarah Providence ’03, PharmD, BCPS,
BCCP, Clinical Pharmacy Specialist in Critical Care, told Mercy Girls, “Trust
yourself. If others are encouraging you to do something, do it. Lean into the
twists and turns of the journey.”
We’re incredibly grateful to Jodi and the impressive group of Mercy alumnae
who imparted their wisdom on our Mercy Girls!

Special thanks to
Heather Hanson
Goodbody ’87, Chair
of Mercy’s Board of
Trustees, and sponsor
and creator of Career
Day. Heather serves as
Senior Vice President
and founding advisor of Goodbody &
Associates, Private Wealth Management
Team at Merrill Lynch. She is also a member
of the Women’s Exchange at Merrill Lynch,
where she has held leadership positions. In
addition to numerous financial industry and
Rochester community awards, Heather has
dedicated her time over the past 15 years
to mentoring young women, helping them
move forward in their careers. She often says
to her mentees, “Follow your passion, do
what makes you happy, and listen to your
inner voice. Raise your hand and take risks.”

Career Day 2022
Scheduled just after this magazine’s printing
was our 2022 Career Day. We’ll have an
update on this event in the next issue of
Angles. If you would like to share your
professional knowledge and experience
with our students at a future Career Day,
contact Meghan Kiely ’11, Director of
Alumnae Relations at mkiely@mercyhs.com
or 585-288-7120 x313.
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Mercy Campus Continues to
Grow and Expand
Throughout last summer, Mercy’s campus underwent
several construction projects—from expanding classrooms
and moving office spaces to renovating the third floor of
the Motherhouse—in preparation for welcoming students
back to school in September. After packing up their
classrooms from a year of teaching at Mercy East, we were
so excited to welcome back our middle school faculty,
staff, and students as they returned home to Blossom
Road’s M-Wing. In addition, several office spaces on the
first floor were converted into two new classrooms, while
our Admissions Department and the Cheryl Speranza
Leadership Institute relocated to the former Counseling
Department suite.
Located on the third floor of the high school, the newly
renovated Counseling Department suite provides a variety
of collaborative spaces and conference rooms, in addition
to each individual counselor’s office. The Dr. Christine
M. Licata and Dr. Barry R. Culhane College Counseling
Center is designed to help students with the college search
and application process, providing them with support and
resources that best fit their needs. It also houses the
Wellness Center, a calming, safe space where students,
faculty, and staff can go to recharge and renew themselves
using self-care practices.
During the first week of school, Mercy administration,
faculty, and staff were joined by several Sisters of Mercy to
pray in gratitude and blessing for the third-floor spaces.
With a sincere recognition that this space is already holy
due to the presence of the Sisters there for almost a
century, we gathered to honor their legacy and commit
to building upon the holiness of the space by adding
our own gifts as it serves a new purpose. Based on the
Scripture passage about living stones creating a spiritual
house, faculty/staff members gifted a stone etched with a
word symbolizing what gifts they would bring to this holy
place. Given the legacy of the Sisters of Mercy and the
commitment of our faculty and staff, surely this space will
be imbued with many blessings for years to come.
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Mercy in a
Post-COVID World
by Martin Kilbridge, Ed.D., Principal
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We know that COVID-19, like other
viruses, is not going away; however,
because of the amazing work of
scientists and researchers, we now have
vaccines and are increasingly gaining
therapies to mitigate the spread and
impact of this deadly malady. While
the work of the medical and scientific
community continues, we at Mercy
have begun to anticipate a future where
COVID plays a decreasingly disruptive
role in our educational program. What
will Mercy look like after the pandemic?
Last spring, I was asked by a Rochester reporter what education will look like in fall 2021. I
told him that no matter how much we plan and prepare, we cannot tell the future. However,
the question reminded me of a line from a prayer our COVID Response Team recites every time
we meet, “We do not know what the future holds, but we know God holds the future.” So, all I
could tell the reporter is that COVID was likely to remain with us and that Mercy will continue
to lead the charge in adapting to whatever circumstances arise.
So far, our experience with this pandemic has gone through four stages. In the first anticipatory
stage, we prepared for the arrival of COVID in Rochester and the possibility of closing school.
The second stage began on March 13, 2020 when we went entirely remote, following our daily
schedule with synchronous instruction. The third stage involved our return to school last year,
with our middle school meeting five days per week in person at our temporary Mercy East
location. Our high school followed our unique Hyflex model, with four days per week of direct
instruction—students were in person two days per week and joined class remotely the other
two days. The fifth day was reserved for student meetings with faculty, group project work, and
independent study. The final stage began this past September with all students in person back at
Blossom Road, masked and socially distant.
continued next page
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Mercy in a Post-COVID World continued from previous page
Throughout all of this, our students, faculty, and staff have
shown remarkable resilience, but we are all eager for this to
end and for a return to the normal Mercy experience. So how
will we get there?
Many experts have spoken about a COVID off-ramp. The idea
being that we can’t go from 60 to 0 in an instant. Elements of
this off-ramp include metrics that show a decline in positivity
rates, hospitalization, and death rates and a corresponding
decrease in mitigation strategies such as masking and social
distancing. Widespread local and worldwide vaccination and
immunization will be an important means to accomplish this.
The Mercy community has played its role in fighting this scourge,
especially our alumnae, who have been on the frontlines of this
pandemic from the beginning, including several highlighted on
pages 30 and 31, in the previous issue of Angles, and on Mercy’s
social media pages. Our students and staff have increasingly
been vaccinated and we are testing and isolating members of our
community who have gotten ill. As our society and world gets a
better hold on this virus, we can expect changes in our approach
to mitigation here at Mercy.
Masking and social distancing at lunch have had the most
enduring and problematic impact on our students and staff. As
vaccination rates rise and positivity rates correspondingly drop,
these strategies are likely to be the first to be eliminated. We can
expect to continue to test and quarantine students and staff for
a while, but eventually testing and, perhaps, quarantining will
end and life at Mercy will return to normal. It’s important to note
that Mercy follows the mandates set by the New York State and
Monroe County Public Health authorities.
If there is any silver lining in any of this, it is the fact that we
have learned many lessons from this experience that are likely to
remain with us and impact Mercy’s future beyond COVID. More
than anything, the importance of social connections that make up
the Mercy experience has been reinforced. Resilient though our
girls are, remote instruction—even Mercy’s unique synchronous
instruction—has proven to be a lesser substitute for the personal
interactions between students and teachers, despite our
tremendous success with it.
Academically, we are challenged by educational delays, especially
for those students coming to Mercy from schools that were
unable to match our robust instruction. There is a learning gap
that is likely to impact students for years to come and places
greater importance on our Beverly and R. Wayne LeChase
Academic Achievement Center and other initiatives to help
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students grow their confidence and abilities so they can reach the
highest level of academic success at Mercy.
Our use of technology, on the other hand, has opened up new
doors to communication and instruction that will benefit our
community in innumerable ways. Students on COVID protocol
quarantine or isolation have been able to join classes remotely;
teachers have expanded their repertoire of classroom technologies
that enhance the learning experience; meetings with members of
the community are now routinely virtual; and we now livestream
our traditional events, including our recent Golden Mass and
some athletic contests.
This command of technology dovetails with our STEM
initiatives that emerged from our Middle States self-assessment
and are incorporated into our Strategic Plan. A return to normal
will coincide with greater emphasis in our curriculum on the
design process and collaborative hands-on work. This will not
only excite our girls about the creative act of solving engineering
problems, but will give them the intellectual tools to identify and
address problems that emerge in all walks of life.
Through the generosity of many of our donors, a number of
federal and state grants, and the stewardship of our Advancement
and Finance teams, we continue to raise money to offset the
increased costs the pandemic forced upon us and to help us fill
critical gaps at our school.
We are confident Mercy will emerge from this period well
positioned to continue its mission to prepare our young women
for a future in which knowledgeable, skilled, and faith-formed
people will meet the challenges of their day and make the world
a better place.

Mercy Welcomes
Third Cohort for
the Cheryl Speranza
Leadership Institute

2021 in REVIEW
CONTINUED

May 6, 2021

Seniors showcased their college
spiritwear during Decision Day.

During the 2021-2022 academic year, Mercy welcomed a third cohort of four remarkably
gifted young women into the Cheryl Speranza Leadership Institute: Grace Nawn ’25, Itoro
Jane Aki ’25, Jocelyn Kirkland ’25, and Anishma Rai ’25. This year’s scholars are from
the Greater Rochester area, with one young woman coming from Washington, D.C.
Before the school year began—to help the students acclimate to the academic rigors at Mercy
—the cohort members spent the summer engaging in several activities, including the Science
and Technology Entry Program (STEP) at the University of Rochester Medical Center. STEP is
designed to stimulate participants’ interest in career development opportunities in medicine
and healthcare professions.

May 19, 2021

Middle schoolers trekked from
Mercy East to Mercy Blossom
during Moving Up Day.

In addition, they participated in a virtual, weeklong orientation at Mercy in which they
learned about the Critical Concerns of the Sisters of Mercy; took mini-courses in Math; and
engaged with a panel of Mercy alumnae, including Sharon Murrell Dilbert ’84, Morgan
Reese ’21, and Courtney Renford ’12, all of whom shared their experiences at Mercy.
This year’s cohort, in addition to all of the institute’s scholars, participated in a Mock Trial,
sponsored by the Greater Rochester Association of Women Attorneys. Finally, the young
ladies have begun to immerse themselves into the Mercy community by participating in
Mercy Service.
(Below, l to r) Jocelyn Kirkland ’25, Anishma Rai ’25, Itoro Jane Aki ’25, and Grace Nawn ’25.

May 21, 2021

“Turn my ring!” Juniors
participated in their Ring
Ceremony and attended
Prom later that night.
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2021 in REVIEW
CONTINUED

May 26, 2021

Seniors went on their annual
retreat to Casa Larga (usually held
at Camp Stella Maris).

May 28, 2021

A very special May Day was
celebrated inside due to bad
weather, but the Senior Ball
made up for it.

June 2, 2021

The school was overrun by
excited future students and
parents at our annual Accepted
Families Open House.

Leadership Distinction
Program Students Find
Success with Community
Internships
by Dave Carro, Vice President for External Affairs
Mercy’s highly anticipated Leadership Distinction
Program was rolled out in 2020 and immediately
resonated with high school students who want to
hyper-focus on personal and career success. While
leadership, communication, and problem solving
have always been integrated throughout the Mercy
curriculum, the Leadership Distinction Program
offers further preparation and skill development for
future leaders through innovative and immersive
leadership studies, self-reflection, and experiential
learning. At its core, the Program provides a framework of academic course selection,
co-curricular, and other opportunities for students in grades 9-12 as they build their
transcripts and earn the seal of Leadership Distinction on their diplomas.
An important and mandatory component of Mercy’s Leadership Distinction Program is
senior internships. Because of restrictions and limitations due to the pandemic during
the 2020-2021 academic school year, the vast majority of students were given in-school
assignments. These included robust, semester-long placements in the Bookstore and
Media Center; within Middle School administration; and in the Marketing, Technology,
Athletic, Admissions, and Advancement Departments.
With the loosening of COVID-19 restrictions at the beginning of this academic year,
Mercy was able to safely expand its internship assignments into the community. Not only
was this met with enthusiasm from the students, but also from the many companies and
organizations that partnered with Mercy on the initiative.

June 4, 2021

A touching and heartwarming
Senior Class Parent Breakfast
brought the reality of leaving
Mercy that much closer.

“This is an incredibly unique program among high schools in our area,” said Mercy
President and Program visionary Pamela Fennell Baker, J.D. ’74, P’12. “Companies,
corporations, and not-for-profits typically only accept college-level interns, but because
Mercy alumnae have made such a wonderful name for themselves in the corporate world,
companies are enthusiastically welcoming our students into their fold.”
Companies and organizations such as Get it Straight Orthodontics, Panther Graphics,
RE/MAX Realty Group, Savage-Katz Productions, Rochester Museum and Science Center,
the Susan B. Anthony Museum and House, The Strong National Museum of Play, Bethany
House, The Legacy, and others have accepted Mercy Girls as interns this year. Placements
weren’t only with companies; New York State Senator Jeremy Cooney also welcomed a
Mercy student intern to his staff.
“Internship programs are vital to supporting and cultivating future community leaders,”
said Senator Cooney. “I applaud Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women for
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encouraging their students to gain real world experiences to
combine with what they learn in the classroom. I look forward
to working with more incredible students in the future!”
Mercy approached partners using a variety of strategies.
Internships were first sought out by inquiring with alumnae
who participated in our annual Career Day event. We then
expanded the search to include all current Mercy parents. To
further enhance and diversify the search, organizations who
already worked with Mercy on our senior Capstone project,
Motto, were approached. Finally, Mercy faculty and staff offered
suggestions and connections. As of this printing, Mercy is
working with 23 internal departments and external partners.
“Working with Mercy has been great; this is such a wonderful
opportunity for their students to experience ‘a work
environment’ at a young age,” said Erin Williamson, Office
Manager at Get it Straight Orthodontics in Bushnell’s Basin.
After its initial launch, Mercy’s internship initiative took many
small steps, tweaking and adjusting each time, to arrive at its
current state. Each step provided valuable data that enabled
Business Teacher and Program Coordinator Beth Mannix to
hone the program, vet the interested companies, and prepare
the students for the rigorous responsibilities ahead.
“Thanks to our in-house experience, we were able to see what
internships could look like on a smaller scale before venturing
out into the community,” said Beth. “This led to the

development of roles and responsibilities of the student, along
with the expectations from our partner companies.”
Both Beth Mannix and Elizabeth Decosse, Motto Coordinator
and Leadership Distinction Program Coordinator, are certified
Work-Based Learning Coordinators through the New York
State education system. As such, they have the experience to
effectively and efficiently help students develop knowledge,
skills, attitudes, and work habits so they can move successfully
into the world of work.
Students were surveyed at the end of their junior year to
gauge career interest. Transportation, sports, and other
extracurriculars were factored in when scheduling the
internships. Along with attending one Internship Prep class
each week during Advisement, student interns were required
to fulfill a minimum of 54 hours of on-the-job activity during
their semester-long internship. Their weekly class focused on
resume writing, interviewing, job seeking, and proper ways to
conduct oneself in the workplace.
When the students were asked how much of an impact their
internship had on their current life at Mercy and their future
career goals, the answers were resoundingly similar. Amanda
Thompson ’22 summed up what all the students felt, “My
internship has been an extremely insightful experience. I have
learned so much and I get to take that knowledge with me to
all future jobs!”

Giana Lombardo �22
Mercy Bookstore
“I am interested in finance, so Mrs. Mannix thought I would be able to learn some of the
financial aspects of business by working in the Bookstore with Mrs. Klimowski. What
a great idea that was! Even though it was a bit challenging to engage as fully as I had
hoped due to COVID restrictions within the school, as well as our different schedules,
it was easy to see the value of an internship. I was able to get a feel for what life would
be like as a business owner and the aspects of running a business. In the store, I took
inventory of products, delivered online orders to homerooms, printed tags, tagged
products, and so much more. It was great to learn how to use the cash register and ring
out customers. I also learned how to use the program that connects the Bookstore
inventory to the online merchant page on the Mercy website.”
continued next page

Mercy’s Internship Program offers students the opportunity to earn academic credit while gaining practical job/career
experience in an unpaid environment. Students work with a job mentor at their internship to learn firsthand about the
skills and education requirements necessary for the career in which they have interest. If your company would like to
host a Mercy intern, call 585-288-7120 x300.
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Mercy Leadership continued from previous page
“One of the most memorable experiences from my internship was when Mrs. K was unfortunately out sick. The other interns and
I really had to step up and take care of the many online orders coming in around Christmastime. Mrs. K would forward us all the
online orders and we would fulfill and deliver to the student, the Main Office, or prep for parent pickup. I am very proud of the
work we did, especially at a very busy time!
Mrs. K was really great to work for. She is understanding and would always ask us how school and our day was going. She also
always would check up on our schoolwork to make sure we weren’t getting overwhelmed with our hours in the bookstore; that
was really nice. Because of my great experience, I recommend internships for anyone! They can give you a sneak peek to what
your future job could be like, and also give you a chance to reevaluate to see if you still want to go into that field for your career.”

Jessica Mason �22
Office of NYS Senator Jeremy Cooney (56th District)
“I interned within the Constituent Liaisons Team at Senator Cooney’s office in Rochester.
Since I am passionate about politics and wanted to experience working in a political
office (especially one that is involved in racial justice reforms in the City of Rochester),
I knew this would be a great experience. It was! My time in the Senator’s office allowed
me to understand what working in a political environment is truly like and to confirm
that it is what I want to do in the future. It allowed me to experience the everyday reality
of this career, learn useful skills, meet people, make connections, and begin to build a
resume within my desired field.
Each day was different, and I was excited that I got to help in many ways. I
communicated with constituents over the phone, connected people with unemployment
resources, recorded concerns about local affairs (everything from mask mandates to new
legislation), and wrote a variety of letters, including thank you letters, congratulatory
letters, and award nominations. While doing research in order to complete these tasks
well, I learned about prominent members of the Rochester community. I was also excited
to join the Senator on a tour of Lollypop Farm and assist with his press conference.
I learned so much during my internship. I gained a deeper understanding of the
ins-and-outs of how political offices work, as well as how they interact with the public
and how other organizations (like the Department of Labor) function. Since many of the
constituents who call
are very passionate, I
learned conflict resolution skills and how to effectively
communicate with people. I also gained more experience
working as part of a professional team. My internship was
incredibly valuable in terms of gaining experience in my future
career field. I highly recommend internships to other Mercy
Girls so they can explore different career opportunities and see if
something could be right for them in the future.”

“I truly have a deeper understanding
of how our government works and
how the many actions taken by
elected officials affect us all.”
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Amanda Thompson �22
Get It Straight Orthodontics
“When I found out I was going to be interning at Get It Straight Orthodontics, I was
very happy, because as an extroverted individual, I love working with others. Plus, I
had been a patient at Get It Straight and was aware of the wonderful environment Dr.
Giangreco has created there; I was excited to experience life in the office.
During my internship, I greeted and checked in patients, reviewed their health
screenings, and directed them into the lobby or to the front desk depending on their
appointment. I also helped sanitize the office at the end of the day. Since I was the first
person patients see when they come in the office, and the last one as they leave, I made
it a priority to learn exceptional customer-relations and communication skills. These
skills are important and essential in all job settings; I look forward to building on them
in the future along with acquiring new ones.
My favorite days were when patients got their braces removed. As they walked out the door, the little ones were always so excited
to show me their straight teeth. “Congratulations!” I would say, which would make their smile grow even larger. In addition to
those small joys, I have learned a lot about the inner workings of any office. It was an extremely insightful experience that will
help me in all future jobs. Plus, this unique opportunity will help me to stand out among other college applicants. To gain this
incredible exposure at such a young age is extremely helpful. If given the option to do this internship again, I would be extremely
thrilled and willing to jump right back in!”

Sydney Cuyler �22
Savage-Katz Productions
“Liza Savage-Katz, owner of Savage-Katz Productions, created KaleidoscopeME that
specializes in helping children with development issues learn in a more active
environment. It focuses on the five core competencies of social-emotional learning:
self-awareness, self-management, social awareness, relationship skills, and responsible
decision making. I loved this internship because it inspired me to focus more on the
development of the next generation.
Since I couldn’t work on-site due to COVID-19, I did all my work for Ms. Savage-Katz
remotely. I created slideshows with marketing tools and offered ideas to help her
business grow. Our focus was on figuring out ways to grab people’s attention and
make the community aware of KaleidoscopeME. I learned excellent communication,
graphic design, marketing, and time management skills. One of my favorite experiences
was partnering with RIT students who also worked for Ms. Savage-Katz. They taught me skills such as design and photography.
We adapted to each other’s work styles and found unique and artistic ways to help bring more attention to KaleidoscopeME in
our community.
I plan to pursue a career in law; working with a team is a critical component of that profession. My internship helped teach me
how important it is to communicate and work as a group. Usually, I prefer to complete my work independently, but working
with other interns showed me that working with a group can be helpful and stress relieving. An important takeaway from
this experience was especially important to me: I learned I should be more aware of people in our community. Ms. Savage-Katz
helped teach me that we shouldn’t treat anyone differently or exclude them just because they face more significant battles in
life. Everyone is capable of learning and experiencing the same things despite any disabilities, upbringing, or cultures. What
a great lesson!”
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2021 in REVIEW
CONTINUED

June 9, 2021

Mercy 8th graders bid
farewell to middle school at
their Commencement.

Juniors Turn Another
Page in Their Mercy
Journey
Members of the Class of 2022 celebrated a Mercy milestone by receiving their class rings
at the Junior Ring Ceremony on May 21, 2021. While students attended the ceremony
in-person with a family member, other family and friends joined virtually though a
livestream. The class rings, which are blessed at the prayer service, are a sign of each Mercy
Girl’s journey and the bond she shares with thousands of fellow alumnae who wear them
proudly. Traditionally, classmates ‘turn’ each other’s rings after the ceremony. It was a
beautiful ceremony and wonderful morning as class members turned another page together
in their Mercy experience.

June 11, 2021

The high school Moving Up
Day took place on the
Mercy field followed by a
magnificent Commencement
at Frontier Field.

June 28, 2021

Fore! It was a wonderful day at
the Father Ed Zimmer Memorial
Mercy Golf Tournament.
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A Tale of Four Rings
by Roseanne Wesley Critchlow ’60
Every class ring has a story. My story
took on a life of its own in 2021, 61
years after my Mercy graduation on
June 24, 1960.
I was the youngest of six girls in my
family to attend Mercy. Class rings
for us were a rarity (who could afford
them in a family of that size?). Four
of my older sisters likely never had a
ring, according to my sister Marcia Wesley Calabrese ’52.
My sister Regina Wesley Siesto ’57 was a senior when I started
at Mercy as a freshman. She had a ring that was engraved with
her initials, RAW—the same as my initials, as my name at the
time was Rose Anne Wesley. Two years later, Regina entered the
Sisters of Mercy just as I began my senior year. She gave me her
class ring and I wore it proudly; how wonderful that we had the
same initials!
In late 1960, I started working for the Metal Arts Company in
Rochester as secretary to the Purchasing Agent. The company
made trophies, engraved plaques and, as luck would have it,
Mercy class rings! During my time there, I accidentally ruined
my sister’s lovely class ring when I dropped it in the garbage
disposal at home. It was a mess. I took it to my boss and asked if
it could be fixed and, to my amazement, he presented me with a
brand new Mercy ring. Class ring #1 was gone and class ring #2
entered the picture. I was thrilled and wore it very proudly, and
more carefully.
Four years later, I entered the Franciscan Sisters of Allegany,
New York. I was not allowed to bring jewelry to the convent, so
I gave my ring to my boyfriend at the time. Fourteen years later,
I left the convent. My class ring and the former boyfriend were
long gone, and that was the end of class ring #2.

was found by Pam Tubbs Lombardo
’72. Efforts to find the owner had not been
successful, so I contacted Karen M. Ralph ’72,
Mercy’s former Director of Alumnae Relations, and told her that
if the ring’s owner was not found, I’d be thrilled to have it and
make a donation to Mercy. It all worked out for me. I met Karen
at Mercy and she graciously gave me a tour of the building and
the ring. Class ring #3 had made its debut.
One day over the summer, I was in a store and the associate at
check-out was wearing a Mercy class ring. I asked her if she went
to Mercy. Sure enough, she was recent graduate Anna Schinsing
’21. I told her the story of my new ring and we instantly bonded.
Anna said that when her class received their rings, they were told
that if they wore their rings, “Someday, someone will recognize
it.” Anna doubted that would happen and was amazed when it
happened to her! Enter class ring #4. Three of the rings were
mine; the fourth was Anna’s.
I love telling the ‘Tale of the Four Rings’ and continue to wear my
ring proudly. The insignia on the top with the words ‘Via, Veritas
et Vita’ from John 14:6 are a constant reminder to me that “Jesus
is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the Father
except through Him.”
As I live my ‘older years’ now in The Villages, Florida, I hope
that someday, someone will notice my ring and ask me what the
design means. It will be such
a privilege to tell them
the Tale of the Four
Rings, and to share
with them what
Jesus has done
for me and what
He has done
for them.

Fast forward to spring 2021. As I was flipping through the latest
edition of Angles, it was reported that a 1960 Mercy class ring

We hope you still wear your Mercy ring proudly, but we know that jewelry isn’t for
everyone. If you no longer wear your Mercy ring, consider donating it back to Mercy
and we will gift it to a student who may not be able to afford one. Contact Meghan
Kiely ’11, Director of Alumnae Relations, at mkiely@mercyhs.com or 585-288-7120
x313 for more information about either donating your ring or buying a new one for
yourself or a Mercy Girl.
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Board Member Dr. Colleen Davis Wins
2022 ATHENA Award
Mercy Board of Trustees member
Colleen Davis, M.D., MPH, P’12 ’15 ’18 was
announced as the 2022 ATHENA winner
at a wonderful ceremony in January. Truly
a deserving and humble winner, Dr. Davis
joins the ranks of “an elite group of women
who are recognized for their outstanding
professional achievements, contributions to
the community, and actively assisting other
women in the attainment of professional excellence, as well as the
fulfillment of their own personal, leadership journey” (from the
Chamber of Commerce).
Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women salutes Dr. Davis’
distinguished service and leadership at our school and in the
Rochester community. She serves as Chief of the Pediatric
Emergency Department at University of Rochester Golisano
Children’s Hospital. Her impact as a Board member, Mercy
COVID-19 Task Force member, and past parent is deeply felt
and appreciated. It was her compassionate service to our students,
and her dedication to the betterment of our school, that compelled
Mercy to nominate Dr. Davis for this well-deserved recognition.
On behalf of the Board, faculty and staff, students, and families at
Mercy, Congratulations, Dr. Davis!

Above: Dr. Davis (right)
reviews a patient’s EKG
in the pediatric
emergency room.
Left: Dr. Davis speaks at
the ATHENA award
ceremony.

Honoring Mercy’s Women of Excellence
Congratulations to the Mercy alumnae, parents, and those within the Circle of Mercy who were named as honorees of the 2021 Women
of Excellence and Circle of Excellence Awards! Laura Purcell P’13 ’16 Past Chair, Mercy Board of Trustees; Terri Cubiotti, Vice Chair
(Mercy-nominated), Mercy Board of Trustees; Julia Tedesco ’01; Annika D’Andrea P’20; and Kimberly Jones P’24 ’26 were all named
2021 Women of Excellence Honorees. Lesli Myers-Small, Sister of Linda Dickey, Chair of the Cheryl Speranza Leadership
Institute, was named a Circle of Excellence Award honoree. Mercy is proud of and grateful to these high-achieving women for their
tremendous professional accomplishments, community involvement, leadership, and sustained commitment to mentoring!

Laura Purcell
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Terri Cubiotti
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Julia Tedesco ’01

Annika D’Andrea

Kimberly Jones

Lesli Myers-Small

Board Chair Heather
Goodbody Honored
Congratulations to Mercy Board of Trustees Chair Heather Hanson
Goodbody ’87 for being honored as a “Woman to Watch” by
InvestmentNews, a prominent and prestigious source of information
for financial advisers. Heather’s recognition as a distinguished leader
in her field highlights her traits most admired by her colleagues—
leadership, passion, creativity, and willingness to help other women.
Mercy is proud of Heather’s accomplishments and is pleased she is at
the helm of our Board of Trustees.

2021 in REVIEW
CONTINUED

August 31, 2021

Mercy welcomed excited new
families at our annual New
Parent Orientation.

September 1, 2021

What better way to welcome
back our families than with an
Ice Cream Social.

COVID-19 Task Force Chair
Dr. Jim Maxwell Selected as
Health Care Hero
Congratulations to Mercy COVID-19 Task Force Chair Dr. James “Jim”
Maxwell P’96 ’99 on his selection as a recipient of the 2021 Rochester
Business Journal’s Health Care Heroes Awards! According to the RBJ,
Jim, along with other Rochester-area professionals, was honored for
his “excellence in making a significant impact on the quality of health
care in the Rochester area.” Dr. Maxwell, Clinical Assistant Professor
in the Department of Neurosurgery at the University of Rochester
Medical Center and Chief of Neurosurgery at Rochester General
Hospital, has led Mercy’s COVID-19 Task Force since its formation,
guiding the school through the pandemic and providing sage
recommendations for decision-making.

Board Member John Hayes
Selected as ICON
Award Winner
Congratulations to Mercy Board of Trustees member John C. Hayes
P’98 ’01 ’06 ’10 ’12 ’16 ’19, GP’27 who was recently named an
ICON Awards winner! The ICON Awards, sponsored by the Rochester
Business Journal, recognize Greater Rochester Area business leaders
over the age of 60 for their notable success and demonstration of
strong leadership both within and outside of their chosen field. John
currently serves as the President and COO of GLC Business Services.
Mercy is proud of John’s much-deserved award and the time he
devotes as a distinguished member of our Board of Trustees.

September 8-10, 2021

The second favorite day of each
students’ year is the first day of
school. Want to guess what their
favorite day is?

September 24, 2021

The annual Mercy Day Mass
included the dedication of our
beautiful new statue of
Catherine McAuley.
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Healthcare Heroines: Circle
The following spotlights are a continuation of stories featured in
the previous issue of Angles highlighting Mercy alumnae serving
as frontline workers whose careers and compassionate service aided,
and continue to aid, so many throughout our global pandemic.
We’re so grateful for all the good these alumnae (and others) do
in their communities. They are indeed healthcare heroines!

Kate Levy ’04
Kate Levy, MD ’04 (shown in the
back left corner of the photo) works
at the University of Michigan in Ann
Arbor as a hospitalist. During the
first few weeks of the pandemic,
the hospitalist division helped
open the Regional Infection
Containment Unit (ICU). Within
two weeks of opening, the entire
unit was filled with ICU-level patients. Leaving them in the
hands of the ICU doctors, Kate and the other hospitalists went
on to care for hundreds of other patients and the bulk of the
COVID-19 patients. Kate’s biggest inspiration is working with
dedicated teammates to provide the best possible patient care.
“At Mercy, positive female role models—and being told a woman
can do anything—instilled confidence in me and my abilities.
As a student athlete, I also learned important lessons about
teamwork. With a strong team, particularly full of strong women,
anything is possible!”

Amy Daub Boccuto ’08
Amy Daub Boccuto ’08 is a
paramedic for the Town of
Guilderland Emergency Medical
Services (EMS) and has been
working as a first responder in
the New York Capital District for
more than seven years. In addition
to treating patients with COVID-19,
EMS workers continue to care for patients with other medical
crises, including coronary emergencies, strokes, overdoses, and
traumatic injuries. “Helping others make the most of their lives
truly helps me grow into a better person,” said Amy, who finds
inspiration in the stories she hears from her patients. “I’ve always
been inspired by Catherine McAuley and the mission to become
a ‘woman who makes a difference.’ Mercy has prepared me in so
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many aspects of my job, from fostering an intellectual aptitude to
instilling values of empathy and compassion. I’m grateful to be
among the many women who contribute to a legacy of making
our world a better place.”

Kerry McLaughlin ’09
Kerry McLaughlin ’09, MS,
RN-BC, CNL works at Wellstar
Cobb Hospital in Austell, Georgia
as a clinical nurse leader for
a medical/surgical unit. Her
floor became one of the first
COVID-19 cohort units when
the pandemic hit, so most of her
role at that time was focusing on
rapidly implementing policies
and protocols to keep patients and staff safe. Kerry finds
inspiration from being able to partner firsthand with the amazing
staff at Wellstar Cobb who have been fighting the pandemic since
it began. “The ways that nurses and hospital staff have given of
themselves this past year has made me proud to be a nurse during
this time,” said Kerry. “The principle of becoming a lifelong
learner was fostered during my time at Mercy, and I utilize that
today in always looking for the newest evidence-based practices
to evolve the way we practice nursing at my hospital. Mercy also
taught me to develop and own my faith, which has been a major
source of comfort and strength this past year.”

Julie Wilmot ’09
For the past five years, Julie Wilmot
’09 has worked as an emergency
medicine physician assistant at
Stamford Hospital in Connecticut.
“Mercy prepared me to be a great
team player and keep my cool in
hectic situations. Mercy also taught
me empathy and compassion for
patients and their families.”

of Mercy in Action!
Leia Brownlee Malone ’96
In 2019, Leia Brownlee Malone ’96
began working as an in-store
shopper for Instacart at Wegmans
in Rochester. Throughout the
pandemic, Leia has purchased
groceries for customers who can’t
shop in person. Leia is inspired by
Wegmans and Instacart employees
partnering together to ensure that
customers’ needs are met. “Mercy taught me love, patience, and
gratitude; principles that prepared me for working at Instacart.
Plus, being a former Show Choir member means I’ll belt out ‘The
Right Stuff’ when it’s played in-store to make someone smile!”

Martha McCahill Sprague ’02
Martha McCahill Sprague ’02 is a
licensed clinical social worker
at Spring Harbor Hospital in
Westbrook, Maine, where she has
worked for seven years. During
the pandemic, Martha has seen an
increase in hospital admissions due
to mental health issues such as
depression and anxiety. Martha, however, continues to find
inspiration in the “small miracles and victories,” such as getting a
patient into a program that rarely has openings. “Mercy fostered
my love of community service through projects such as Mission
Month and Christmas Baskets, and taught me that giving back can
happen in a variety of ways.”

Chris Frost Contillo ’69
Since retiring four years ago from a
career in student health, Chris Frost
Contillo ’69 has been working part
time visiting seniors as a public health
nurse in New Jersey. When senior
centers closed during the pandemic,
Chris shifted to conducting contract
tracing from home. In December
2020, she began administering

vaccinations, working out of a field hospital where a team of six
nurses and dozens of volunteers help vaccinate more than 700
people per day. “Mercy taught me that if there’s a problem, I
should try to be part of the solution. If I’ve helped anyone stay
healthy, I’ve done what I needed to do.”

Susan Murray ’67
Susan Murray ’67 is an ‘Ask Me’
volunteer at Mount Sinai Hospital
in Toronto. She helps people onto
the elevators, escorts families,
delivers packages, and so
much more. Besides keeping
people safe, Susan helps to make
patients’ time in the hospital a
little easier. When volunteering,
she wears a lime green ‘Ask Me’
t-shirt so she can be easily
spotted. Susan is inspired by people who manage to stay
positive despite having multiple health problems. “Mercy instilled
in me the value to help others, as did my wonderful parents.”

Nancy Wegman Hogan ’72
When the pandemic began,
Nancy Wegman Hogan ’72
(pictured on right with her sister,
Anne Wegman DiCesare ’79)
made and distributed more than
200 masks to front line workers,
family, and friends. When
volunteers were needed at
vaccination sites, Nancy came out
of her “nursing hiatus” of 27 years
and volunteered to prepare and
administer vaccines and observe patients post-vaccination at
the Rochester Riverside Convention Center. “It’s gratifying to
see how happy people are to be getting the vaccine! All nurses
have the common goal of getting as many people vaccinated as
possible. Service to others and helping those in need were a
common thread to my Mercy education and continue to be a
focus in my life.”
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Mercy: An
Incredibly
Special Place
by Meredith Gorman ’11

Being a Mercy graduate means a lot to me. As a member of the
Class of 2011, not only did the school provide me with a great
education, but also lifelong friendships that have been an amazing
source of support as I went off and worked in the real world.
As a sports anchor and reporter working at New England Sports
Network in Boston, I’m constantly out in the field conducting
interviews and traveling around to different sporting events. I
always remember the most pivotal moments of my life that have
led to me to where I am today, and I know Mercy is a big reason
for that. Mercy instilled confidence in me to go out and reach
my dreams, and I’ve carried that with me through my adult life.
The education I received as a student at OLM provided me with
a strong foundation to have the courage to not settle for anything
less than exactly what I wanted to do in life. Every day, I am
grateful for the support and structure I received from my
Mercy education.
Not only that, but the network of the Circle of Mercy stays with all
alumnae forever. As we embark on our own career and life paths,
we have Mercy sisters all over the country; it’s been wonderful
seeing familiar faces in different places and feeling that same bond.
The sisterhood is real, and it’s something that I cherish more and
more as I get older. My best friendships are still the same from
when I was a student at Mercy. The Circle of Mercy withstands the
test of time and distance.
Mercy is an incredibly special place to me that I still hold near and
dear to my heart. It shaped me into the person who I am today,
and for that I’ll always be grateful!
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Coinciding with Veterans Day 2021, Mercy
students, faculty, and staff raised $520
during a dress down day which was
donated to Rochester’s Veterans
Outreach Center. Organized by
Maddie Wallace ’24 (pictured on
left), the dress down day donation
was a very ‘Mercy way’ to recognize
Veterans Day and support our local
outreach center, which aids veterans in
the Rochester community.

Last June, Mercy students Isabella Perozzi ’23,
Jacqueline Perry ’22, Gwenyth Pritchard ’22,
Emma Grace Wade ’22, Sophia Vane ’24,
Maddie Wallace ’24, and Gwendolyn Zawacki ’24
virtually attended Mercy Education’s annual Conference
of Mercy Student Leaders. The event gathered 98 students
from 16 Mercy secondary education schools in five countries
to strengthen their call to leadership and service in the
spirit of Mercy. Participants found inspiration in the story of
Catherine McAuley, engaging in a personality inventory,
and various leadership development activities.

Lilly Ansley-Purpura ’21 was featured
prominently on the Sisters of Mercy website.
Posted last June, Sister Mary Sullivan
highlighted Lilly’s Motto Project which
focused on the importance of a good
primary education, especially for
children in very poor countries, and
the negative effects of malnutrition and
food insecurity. As part of her project,
Lilly conducted a fundraiser to raise
money for school lunches and tuition
assistance for children in Haiti.

A huge round of applause to Francesca
‘Frankie’ Mezzio ’24, who was
named Overall Soloblast Grand
Champion out of 97 soloists
at the West Coast Dance
Explosion competition last
spring in Virginia. Frankie
competed with the 25 North
Dance Studio, under the
direction of Ms. Pamela
Schickler, which won the Spirit of
West Coast Award and placed first in the
group category. Her solo, ‘Silence’—which was inspired by
her personal progressive hearing loss—earned her several
additional awards, including Platinum Female Elite Dancer,
Overall High Score Teen, and Judges Choice Passion Power.

Life in the
Circle of
Mercy
Last May, Morgan Reese ’21 appeared on The Today
Show with Hoda and Jenna as part
of a segment celebrating Class
of 2021 graduates. The
seniors featured in the
segment were nominated
by the show’s viewers.
Sitting alongside her
mom, dad, and three
younger siblings, Morgan
enjoyed a special shout out
from Hoda and Jenna. “It felt
good to be celebrated for my
accomplishments,” said
Morgan, who now attends
Howard University, majoring in
Political Science.

Last April, Delaney Fischer ’21 was named
one of 13 finalists for the annual Young
Women of Distinction Award sponsored
by the Women’s Council, a Greater
Rochester Chamber of Commerce
affiliate. The scholarship program
supports the Women’s Council’s
belief that young women with
promise today will become tomorrow’s
leaders. Modeled after the ATHENA
Award, the program is designed to discover
high school seniors who have displayed
outstanding leadership, academic excellence, and involvement
in the nine-county Greater Rochester and Finger Lakes region.
continued next page
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As part of an Independent Study last year, Olivia
Storti ’22 researched the mechanisms of
psychological and oxidative stress and their
correlation to intracranial aneurysm
pathogenesis—a topic inspired by her father,
who suffered from an aneurysm two years ago.
Olivia wondered why the number of Americans
reporting stress compared to those who have
aneurysms are so divergent, and after reading
extensively online, she found no direct report
of a causal relationship between the two factors. So,
she began formulating her own hypothesis, which
developed into a research project.

Inspiring our students to pursue their STEM
interests is Mercy teacher, Warren Wood,
whose success with our AP Computer
Science Principles course has helped
earn our school the 2021 College
Board’s AP Computer Science
Female Diversity Award for the
third year in a row! This honor
acknowledges the outstanding work
Mercy is doing to engage our students
in Computer Science, as we continue
preparing Mercy Girls to help solve some
of society’s most challenging problems.

DECA has officially returned to Mercy!
In December, the club’s 26 members
attended a regional competition
hosted at RIT and beat some of the
highest competitors in Rochester.
Out of nearly 600 students who
attended from various schools in
Monroe County, nine of Mercy’s
members—Isabella Zicari ’22,
Isabella Betzenhauser ’23, Sophia
Dearcop ’22, Paige Gibbons ’22, Julia
Zigrossi ’23, Olivia Zito ’23, Leah Kucharski ’22, Maddie
Fitzgerald ’23, and Alexa Malvaso ’22—will be heading to
the state competition in March! DECA also recently earned a
commendation for showcasing the impact DECA has in preparing
Mercy's emerging leaders and entrepreneurs for college and career
success and making a difference in our community. We're so proud
of Business teacher Beth Mannix, DECA Moderator, and our
student members for making an important impact in our school
and community.
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Life in
the Circle of
Mercy

The 91st volume
of Mercy’s literary
magazine, Mercedes,
received the rank of
‘Excellent’ in the 2021
Recognizing Excellence
in Art and Literary
Magazines (REALM)
program. The mission of
the REALM program is to
publicly recognize excellent literary magazines produced
by students with the support of their teachers.
Congratulations to Mercedes 2021 and to the students
whose literary contributions and artwork were published
in the issue. Last March, the 2020 edition of Mercedes
was selected to receive the rank of ‘First Class’ in the
REALM program! This is the highest award at the state
level and the first time Mercedes achieved this rank.

Congratulations to 7th grader Paige
Pappajohn who was recently named
the Grand Prize Winner of the
Knights of Columbus Keep Christ
in Christmas poster contest in
December. Paige’s poster of the
Manger scene was also named
the Best out of Mercy's middle
school entries; her poster will
move on to the district level
of the competition. Special
shout out to 8th grader Gina
Goodyear, whose poster
depicting Mary and the Cross
earned her Second Best winner among
Mercy middle school entries. Both Paige and Gina
received monetary awards.

In January, Rochester Institute of Technology invited
nine students from Mercy’s Leadership Distinction
Program to their Women’s Leadership Summit. The
Summit, “an event to inspire, connect, and educate
women and allies to become tomorrow’s future
leaders,” began with a keynote speaker followed
by professional development seminars, interactive
workshops, RIT TedTalks, a C-Suite panel, and an
interactive challenge. Students from RIT's Women in
Business Club helped our Mercy Girls navigate the day
and joined them for lunch. “By listening to the great
advice and foundational ideas for my future from intelligent women through
the C-Suite Panel whose members graduated from RIT, I was able to learn about
navigating the business world and becoming a leader not just in my future
workplace, but everywhere I go,” said Gwendolyn Zawacki ’24. Shown above
(l to r) are: Sabrina Pagan ’25, Mariangela Morreale ’23, Gwendolyn
Zawacki ’24, Adalyn Cross ’25, Sophia Ortiz ’24, Rhea Brown ’25,
Jennifer Aki ’23, Ashley Fowler ’25, and Kathryn Mor ’24.

2021 in REVIEW
CONTINUED

September 25, 2021

“Look how you’ve changed!”
Hundreds of spirited
alumnae joined us for the
annual Reunion.

October 1, 2021
Congratulations to Mercy’s Lego League team, the Black
Diamond Llamas, who earned the Champions Award
at the Fairport Qualifying Tournament in December.
As always, the students had so much fun
presenting about their project and robot for
the judges. The team recorded a high score of
250 points in the robot game, advancing them to
the Lego League Championships. Congratulations
to all the team members and Mercy teacher Caitlin
Lawniczak, team moderator.

Spirit Day is one of the loudest
and most chaotic days of
the year, and one of Mercy
Girls’ favorite traditions.

October 21, 2021
Congratulations to Mercy’s six winners of the 2021
5x7xDesign Teen Art Contest sponsored by Friends of
Brighton Memorial Library. Out of 350 participants,
Alayna Meyer ’23 placed first in the Senior
Division (grades 10-12) with Rabina Aqa Jan
’23 and Isabella Bondi ’22 receiving
Honorable Mentions. In the Junior Division
(grades 6-9), Paige Pappajohn ’27, Molly
Tehan ’26, and Gillian Zawacki ’26 all
received Honorable Mentions. Winners received
a prize and certificate; their artwork is displayed
in the entryway of Brighton Memorial Library.

Mercy welcomed nearly
100 potential new Mercy Girls
to our annual Admissions
Open House.

Artwork by Alayna Meyer ’23
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Motto Project
Highlights:
Embracing
the Critical
Concerns
First launched in 2015, Mercy’s Motto project has grown into
a rewarding experience for our students, allowing them to
connect their talents, passions, and interests to projects that
reflect Mercy’s Core Values and the Sisters of Mercy’s Critical
Concerns—both of which are centered around hospitality,
compassion, nonviolence, and respect for all.

their project from the ground up, they gain valuable skills in
research, communication, event planning, organization, and
leadership. Above all, they are taught to use their passions to
fulfill the needs in their community.

Students begin planning during their junior year and present
their finished projects as seniors to a panel of teachers, staff,
alumnae, and community members. As each student develops

The following are reflections from five seniors who have
completed their Motto projects, each of which emphasized one
of the five Critical Concerns.

We believe in the need for sustainability of
life, supporting both a lifestyle and legislation
that acknowledges everyone’s right to water
and the need to address climate change.
– Sisters of Mercy

Olivia Cross ’22
Earth
“For my Motto project, I decided to focus on the Critical
Concern of Earth. Inspired by my passion for the environment
and coursework, I researched the role pollination plays in our
food chain, the sustainability of ecosystems, as well as how to
protect pollinators. As I found in my research, one of the main
causes of pollinator decline in the past decades is the reduction
in habitats due to infrastructure development. For my action
piece, I worked in collaboration with Waste Management’s High
Acres branch in Perinton to spearhead a pollinator garden
clean-up event at High Acres Nature Area (HANA).
The HANA pollinator garden was first established to attract a
variety of butterflies and provide refuge for pollinators such as
the Giant Swallowtail Butterfly, which appears annually in the
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garden. Since its creation, the flower garden has overgrown with
almost three years of minimal maintenance and many pollinator
plants have died. I was ready to tackle this project of rebooting
the HANA pollinator garden as soon as I became aware of its
existence and need to be maintained. By promoting the
pollinator clean-up event to Mercy’s Environmental Club (the
Green Team), students at Rochester Institute of Technology,
and community members, several volunteers gathered to help
reboot the garden.

First, the garden was cut back to half its size by rototilling each end to better
accommodate for future maintenance. Then, volunteers were brought in to
weed, pull out invasive species, plant native species, mulch, and stain a pergola
in the garden. Afterward, I created a maintenance plan with intentions of
returning back to the garden seasonally to ensure the sustainability of the garden
in providing a healthy habitat for pollinators.
Through my Motto project, continued involvement with the maintenance of
the garden, and research, I hope to spread awareness concerning the fragility of
ecosystems that depend on pollination, our reliance on pollination, and how we
can better protect the process of pollination. I’m happy to report that there have
been a plethora of monarch butterflies spotted in the garden as of August 2021.”

We work for peace through prayer,
education, personal and communal
practices of nonviolence, and legislative
advocacy to reduce armed conflicts, gun
violence, and human rights abuses.
– Sisters of Mercy

Hannah Haller ’22
Nonviolence
“For my Motto project, I chose to honor a Mercy alumna,
Michelle Lentine Forte ’88, who was brutally murdered in
1993 by her neighbor. Michelle, a teacher and interpreter for
deaf children at a school in the City of Rochester, was married
for just two months before passing away. In my research, I found
that her murderer was in jail for 25 years but is now up for
parole every 18 months. With his previous offenses and violent
crimes, especially against women, I was shocked that he was
given parole again.

community. While my project connects to the Sisters of Mercy’s
Critical Concerns of Women and Earth, it is centered around
Nonviolence. Violent crimes affect more than the victim and
more should be done to prevent people from committing them.
While these crimes are unnecessary and preventable; it’s always
important to know tactics of self-defense and to stay aware of
your surroundings at all times.
This project has truly touched my heart in so many ways. I feel
extremely honored that I was able to pay homage to Michelle
this way. The butterflies represent how beauty can be preserved
despite a tragic situation, while the garden as a whole—and
the life that blossoms from it—serve as a reminder to our
community that no one’s life should be taken like Michelle’s
ever again. My goal is that the butterfly garden will create new
life and beauty where it was once taken away.”

I was angry and knew I needed to honor Michelle for my project.
I wanted to create a butterfly garden to bring new life into this
world when hers was taken too soon. Fortunately, my mother
and grandmother are plant experts and they helped me find the
right plants, donated some to me, and gave me tips to make the
garden look its best and survive. I had so much fun planting
this garden in the front of School #15 and felt so connected to
the work; I truly felt I was making a difference. Additionally,
some of Michelle’s classmates donated $250 to have a permanent
butterfly structure created to enhance the garden. I’m currently
in the process of having a structure custom made. I was touched
by their generosity and am incredibly grateful for all of the help I
received along the way.
Michelle’s murderer committed a brutal crime that cost
someone her life and caused suffering in her family, as well as the

continued next page
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Motto Project Highlights continued from previous page
Through our schools, colleges, healthcare
institutions, and spirituality centers, and
through our legislative advocacy, we give
special attention to women’s education,
health and spirituality.
– Sisters of Mercy

Olivia Momot ’22
Women
“Taking care of my community, one backpack at a time! This
summer, with the help of many generous and supportive people,
I did just that. I’m from Wayne County, so for my senior Motto
project, it was important to me to help my neighbors. I reached
out to a special place where I had volunteered in the past,
The Community Clothing Center in Wolcott. It is a nonprofit
organization, operated by Catholic Charities of Wayne County,
which helps distribute donated clothing, shoes, and household
items to those in need.
During the planning stage of my project, I worked closely with
my contact to develop a meaningful way to help guests of the
Center. I decided to organize a backpack and body care collection,
donating all the items to the Community Clothing Center. I
contacted my family, fellow parishioners at St. Rita Church, and
the Mercy community to ask for specific donations. Two
anonymous parishioners made a generous monetary donation that
allowed me to expand my efforts; I was able to purchase baby

We believe racism is an evil affecting us all.
We work to recognize and dismantle
institutional racism in order to become an
anti-racist multicultural community.
– Sisters of Mercy

Emma Grace Wade ’22
Racism
“Inspired and captivated by the undeniable artistic talents and
gifts of Black youth in Rochester, I did not want my Motto
project to be yet another narrative of Black oppression and
struggle. Instead, I wanted it to be a celebration of Black
creativity and innovation in the arts to enlighten others about
the harsh realities of racism and being a Black artist in today’s
time. So often, Black people are forced to tell a story of pain and
suffering to fit into a little box society places them in. I want to
change that narrative. I wanted to be able to share a story of
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items, feminine hygiene supplies, and personal care products to
ensure every backpack collected was filled with needed items.
I’m happy to report that in August, my family and I delivered 44
brand new backpacks to The Community Clothing Center, each
filled with a large bath towel, several washcloths and/or hand
towels, and a variety of personal hygiene products. In addition,
we also provided boxes of diapers, wipes, and other baby needs.
By providing supplies to women who are not supported by
government assistance programs, my project centered around the
Sisters of Mercy’s Critical Concern of Women. Many of Mercy’s
Core Values were also incorporated, including hospitality, compassionate service, and concern for women and women’s issues.
It truly was wonderful to organize such a meaningful community
service project and strengthen my leadership skills; I’m grateful
to all who helped make it so successful. It feels good to help
others; it’s what we’re all called to do. Although formal projects
like this give us the push we need to help our neighbors, we only
really need to look into our hearts to find what moves us. Ideas
can, and do, lead to amazing things!”

celebration and honoring of Black artists who have used their
artistic platform to advocate for the bridging of the racial divide.
As I learned from Sr. Karlien ’75 in my Morality class junior
year, it’s not enough to do the right thing. We, as Mercy girls,
must do the right-right thing. It’s not enough just to stop the
oppression of Black people. Those of us within the Circle of
Mercy must hold true to the Critical Concerns and empower and
uplift our Black brothers and sisters.
My inspiration stemmed from my two passions of social justice
and music. I wanted my project to combine these interests
and advocate for the Critical Concern focused on dismantling
Racism. My Motto project, entitled, Rochester Black Youth
Artists (RBYA), was a local competition for Black youth who
were 18 years old and younger. Applicants could put together a
song, dance, monologue, short story, or poem—the possibilities
were endless. They also wrote a short excerpt answering the

question, “As a Black youth artist, how have the Arts played a role
in combating racism in your life and/or in your community?”
The responses I received were inspiring to say the least. I was
truly moved and more motivated than ever to ensure this project
could give a voice and opportunity for many to speak out
about their experiences as Black artists. I was able to find local
artists such as Herb Smith, a trumpeter from the Rochester
Philharmonic Orchestra; Kearstin Brown from the William
Warfield Voice Competition; and Adrienne Danrich, a
world-renowned soprano singer, along with several others,
to be adjudicators for the competition, giving the applicants an
opportunity to engage and network with influential and
successful Black artists.
For the second part of my action, I hosted a showcase that
highlighted the winners of the RBYA Competition, the
adjudicators, and speakers. The event celebrated both local
Believing firmly in the dignity of every
person, we work for just and humane
immigration laws in the U.S., address
policies that push people to flee their
countries, and examine the global impact
of immigration.
– Sisters of Mercy

Kennedy Weigel ’22
Immigration
“There are some people you meet who tug on your heartstrings,
and for me, it's the students at Laurelton Pardee Intermediate
School in East Irondequoit, where my mother teaches. Laurelton
Pardee is home to students from all over the world, many of
whom immigrated to the United States as a result of war, disease,
or famine in their homeland. Several students have to learn
English upon arrival while adjusting to a new school and
learning a new curriculum.
What stands out to me about the students at Laurelton is their
resilience. There are students who have fled war zones, lived on
the streets, and don’t have enough food on their dinner tables
at night, yet they’re still happy to come to school and greet
everyone with a smile.
I developed the idea for my Motto project in mid-July after
watching my mom make her annual lists—one school supply
list for me and my siblings, and another for her classroom. What
often goes unnoticed is the hundreds of dollars teachers spend of
their own money to make their classrooms successful. Especially
at Laurelton Pardee, many students enter each September
without any school supplies. Students fleeing war zones in

Black youth artists and influential Black artists, past and present,
who have paved the way for Black artistic success and used their
platform to advocate against racism. This event was a way to
find beauty in something as ugly as racism, in the same way
Black artists have been able to transform their experiences of
pain into beautiful art.”
August don’t have time
to think about backpacks
for September, and
understandably so.
That is when my idea for
a school supply drive was
born. I first reached out
to some of my mom’s
coworkers at Laurelton
and asked them what
they really needed. I
wanted to collect supplies
that are not only a necessity but also a treat. I made flyers and
hung them around my neighborhood, right at the peak of back
to school sales; the response was overwhelming.
Bags upon bags filled with paper towels, notebooks, and pencils
overwhelmed the front porches of almost every house in my
neighborhood. I received handwritten notes wishing the students
a great school year and thanking me for the opportunity to help
the community.
When I delivered the supplies, both the teachers and the
students were overjoyed with the supplies I collected. There
were students who had never owned their own crayons before
and were ecstatic to bring them home to show their families.
My Motto project reminded me that it's the little things in
life that are most important—family, friends, and crayons.
Appreciating the small moments makes us thankful for the
bigger ones, and I feel lucky that I was able to play a small
part in helping such an amazing community.”
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Her Halls
Alumnae Employees Recall
Mercy�s Lasting Influence
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by Kristen Smith ’16
Marketing Coordinator

Nineteen Mercy graduates from the past five
decades reflect on their time as students and how
OLM’s empowering, supportive, and nurturing
environment fostered their own personal growth.

A

part from swapping out my uniform for work attire, parking my car in the
faculty lot, and walking to an office instead of homeroom, my morning routine
as a Mercy senior is nearly identical to my current routine as Mercy’s Marketing
Coordinator six years later.
I never imagined I’d be back at Mercy as an employee, fresh out of college. Former
teachers and coaches are now co-workers, presenting me the challenge of addressing
them by their first names. Except for Mr. Myers—he’ll always be Mr. Myers to me and
many other employees, regardless of our age and position.
Therese Mack
Randazzese ’89

A few other things have changed for me as well. I left the Auditorium stage as a former
performer; now I co-moderate the Children’s Theater Club with Mrs. Gizzi—I mean,
Elana. I’m now roaming the aisles snapping pictures during assemblies instead of sitting
attentively and trying not to get caught chatting with my friends.
The nostalgia I feel as a former student who now works at Mercy is shared by 18 other
alumnae, whose graduation dates span five decades. While we all agree that our high
school experiences significantly shaped our teenage years, our distinct memories and
personal anecdotes related to sports, traditions, and friendships provide a sort of
highlight reel of what our “dear OLM” means to us.

Teammates: Competition and Camaraderie
Katie Jenkins
LaDuke ’08
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My reel starts with a flashback to a blistering hot afternoon in late August. It was day
one of Varsity soccer tryouts. As I sat in the shade of a large tree by the track, anxiously
waiting for Coach Donna Trost to blow the whistle to begin the dreaded timed mile, little

did I know that Mercy soccer and ‘Team Trost’ would soon become one of the highlights
of my high school experience. Those who have ever played for Coach Trost know exactly
what I mean.
Therese Mack Randazzese ’89, Mercy Service Coordinator, found that same Mercy
spirit playing basketball, running cross country, and participating in track and field.
“Looking back, I appreciate how Mercy’s values were, and still are, always demonstrated
through good sportsmanship, intense work ethic, and the deep friendships I made,”
said Therese.

Sr. Joan McAteer,
RSM ’66

English teacher Katie Jenkins LaDuke ’08 and Social Studies teacher Kathryn Geen ’11*
share similar sentiments. In a true Circle of Mercy moment, Katie, who played lacrosse
and soccer before graduating 13 years ago, now coaches Mercy’s modified soccer team.
She says it makes her feel “like I’m giving back to my alma mater in an indescribably
special way.”
Kathryn, who swam and ran track, says some of her favorite athletics memories were
“those four-hour swim meets, when we’d be cheering on teammates and laughing with
friends between races.” Both say they now enjoy watching current Mercy students
participating in athletics and experiencing those same special moments.
Theology teacher Joan McAteer, RSM ’66 credits her time on Mercy’s basketball team,
which at the time consisted of teams based on grade levels since Title IX didn’t exist yet,
as one of her most cherished memories. You can still spot Sr. Joan in the stands at
basketball games or on the sidelines of other sporting events as she cheers on the
Monarchs… many of whom are children of some of her first students.

Elizabeth Reyda ’17

Traditions: Highly Anticipated and Forever Cherished
From unveiling mountains of Christmas baskets and gifts onstage during Golden Mass
to crowning Mary at the Grotto on May Day, traditions are key to everyone’s Mercy
experience. With three older
sisters who also attended
Mercy, I remember
impatiently looking forward
to the day when I could
audition for Arts Fest and
perform on stage as part of
the ‘top ten,’ or get decked
out in my class colors to
participate in Spirit Day.
— Stephanie Pautz Barbero ’82, P’12
Spirit Day, or Field Day as it
was called many years ago,
is the culmination of a week full of crazy, class color-themed competitions and may be
Mercy’s most recognizable, and loudest, tradition.

“Strong class bonds were
formed as we prepared,
participated, and
celebrated our Spirit Day
victories together.”

“Strong class bonds were formed as we prepared, participated, and celebrated our Spirit Day
victories together,” recalled Physical Education teacher Stephanie Pautz Barbero ’82, P’12.
continued next page

Kathryn Geen ’11*

Stephanie Pautz
Barbero ’82
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A Return to Her Halls continued from previous page
For many, the famous Spirit Day Can Drive remains the highlight.
“My absolute favorite memory from high school was winning the can collection with my
class for the first time,” said Long-Term Spanish substitute Elizabeth ‘Liz’ Reyda ’17.

Elizabeth ‘Tish’
Ciaccio ’79

Karlien Bach, RSM ’75, Theology teacher, often is credited with spearheading the
massive food drive and encouraging classes, particularly juniors, to participate. There is a
reason for her unabashed enthusiasm for the juniors.
“I came to Mercy as a junior and experienced a wonderful spiritual awakening,” said
Sr. Karlien. “I now teach juniors. I love the students and I love encouraging their faith
and witnessing their own spiritual awakening.”
For English teacher Caroline Edwards Kurzweil ’87, P’16 ’21, Spirit Day held
special significance.
“As the only girl in a family of boys, I loved sharing the excitement of Spirit Day with my
Mercy sisters,” she recalled. “While I didn't realize it then, it was those opportunities for
small acts of kindness at Mercy, like decorating cookies and wrapping presents for the
Christmas party at the state hospital, that became moments that I cherish.”

Shannon
Dougherty ’15*

Meghan Kiely ’11

“I have a renewed love and
appreciation, as both an
employee and alumna, for
all the celebrations that are
unique to Mercy.”

Most alumnae would agree that
the Christmas season at Mercy is
defined by those acts of kindness.
A highlight for many students is
the month-long effort to collect
gifts and essentials for Christmas
Baskets, which are delivered after
Golden Mass to families in the
community. The overall feeling on
— Meghan Kiely ’11
that last day before Christmas break
is one of anticipation, gratitude, and
joy, as many alumnae—whether local, on winter break from college, or just home for the
holidays—return to campus for Golden Mass and to enjoy the warmth, light, and joy of
reminiscing with friends.
“My sister, Meg, and I try to go to Golden Mass every year because it serves as a reminder
of all the good Mercy does for the community and how proud we are to be Mercy Girls,”
said Elizabeth ‘Tish’ Ciaccio ’79, Advancement Consultant. “I love reconnecting with
people [on that day] and seeing that our many Mercy traditions are still alive.”
Those traditions and lifelong friendships “are at the core of all of my favorite Mercy
memories,” said Shannon Dougherty ’15,* Executive Assistant to President Baker. “Some
of my most cherished times were Junior Ring Ceremony, Senior Lock In, Spirit Day, and
delivering Christmas Baskets to families after Golden Mass.”

Dr. Sherylanne
Diodato ’93
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“I have a renewed love and appreciation, as both an employee and alumna, for all the
celebrations that are unique to Mercy,” says Director of Alumnae Relations Meghan Kiely
’11. “Only at Mercy can generations of mothers, daughters, granddaughters, aunts, and

friends share in the joy and beauty of
such beautiful traditions.”

True Friends: A
Sisterhood Like No Other

“Wonderful memories
surround me daily as I
walk through the halls,
sit in classrooms, and
attend events.”

‘Family’ and ‘home’ are terms frequently
used to describe the comfortable,
supportive feeling that surrounds
— Dr. Sherylanne Diodato ’93
students at Mercy. As each school year
unfolds and students settle in, the
Gallery, classrooms, Cafeteria, Auditorium, and turf field all start to feel familiar…
including the ‘tunnel’ between the middle and high school where you might occasionally
encounter a friendly Sister of Mercy on your way to class.

Sr. Carolyn
Rosica, RSM ‘79

“Coming back home to Mercy has been such a gift for me,” said Dr. Sherylanne
Diodato ’93, Dean of the Middle School. “Wonderful memories surround me daily as I
walk through the halls, sit in classrooms, and attend events. The smells and sounds of the
building are the same, and sometimes it feels like it was just yesterday that I was a Mercy
Girl at school here.”
As one of the more recent graduates working at Mercy, it’s not uncommon for me to be
mistaken for a student. Perhaps that’s why I more frequently flash back to oddly
specific moments of my time as a student—smelling Lawan’s fresh chocolate chip cookies
wafting down the cafeteria hallway, humming along to the 99 Nuns vocal warm-up as
I pass the open door of a Choir class, and catching my breath at the top of the third
floor stairwells.

Amy Liebert
Hentschke ‘90

“Walking the same halls that I did as a student and witnessing the Mercy spirit each day
is a pure gift,” said Carolyn Rosica, RSM ’79, an Administrative Support staff member in
the Advancement Department. “It’s an honor and privilege to be back at my beloved
alma mater.”
“I love seeing students making connections with each other and with the faculty and
staff,” said IT Specialist Amy Liebert Hentschke ’90, P’18 ’19. “It’s wonderful to always
feel the love and support of the Circle of Mercy.”

Lora Stumpf
Zumchak ‘87

“At Mercy, you know you’re going to meet great friends,” said Librarian Lora Stumpf
Zumchak ’87, who remembers meeting her best buddy at Freshman Retreat. “We’re still
the best of friends today; my kids call her ‘Aunt.’ We jokingly talk about our plan to live
in the same nursing home together so we can race our scooters—decked out in flame
decals and fringe—down the halls.”
President and CEO Pamela Fennell Baker, J.D. ’74, P’12 recalls “eating lunch with
friends on the hill by the Grotto and listening to Seals and Crofts singing ‘Summer
Breeze.’ Most of those friends from these memories are still my friends to this day.”
continued next page

Pamela Fennell
Baker ‘74
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A Return to Her Halls continued from previous page
And while the start of senior year signals the realization that graduation means an
inevitable separation from friends, it also can inspire students to savor every moment,
as it did for Admissions Coordinator Alana Colaruotolo Caston ’07. Alana’s final year
at Mercy was marked by a feverish ‘now or never’ desire to immerse herself in as many
activities and opportunities as she could.

Alana Colaruotolo
Caston ’07

“I got a part in the play, participated fully in Spirit Day, joined clubs, volunteered, made
new friends, and got my first and only detention,” said Alana. “I fully embraced my senior
year and loved every moment of it.”
“Although I didn't fully understand it at the time, Mercy fostered the academic, social,
and moral foundation that has helped me through every stage of my life,” said Stephanie
Yaeger Wallace ’89, P’23 ’24, Director of Enrollment Management. “To be a meaningful
part of a community that empowers young women to pursue their dreams and desires—
whatever they may be now or might become—is something unique and extraordinary.”

Stephanie Yaeger
Wallace ’89

A desire to return to work in the empowering environment that fostered our own
personal growth is shared by several alumnae who work alongside each other at Mercy.
Stephanie summed it up perfectly. “After a long and rewarding career in other fields,
I reached a juncture at which I had an opportunity to make the decision to devote my
professional efforts to something I felt really mattered, to be an integral part of a place
devoted to the greater good.”
For me, I feel an overwhelming sense of gratitude to Mercy. I’m thankful that the fun of
Show Choir and the musicals taught me to enjoy life and be comfortable in my own skin.
I’m thankful that countless drafts of thesis statements and persuasive essays taught me to
be a good writer. I’m even thankful that Mr. Hendrick assigned that anxiety-producing
‘Toothpick Tower’ Physics project that taught me confidence, persistence, and resilience.

Sr. Karlien Bach,
RSM ’75

But mostly, as I reflect on my life as a Mercy Girl, I’m thankful for my sisters. Not
necessarily my biological sisters whom I love and appreciate—Kerrie ’06, Kate ’09, and
Kelly ’13—but rather, my Mercy sisters I made along the way. These inspiring women,
along with my fellow alumnae coworkers, are passionate business leaders, scientists,
doctors, artists, and teachers, each fulfilling Catherine McAuley’s call to “do ordinary
things extraordinarily well.”

In addition to our wonderful faculty and staff, there are a number of Mercy
alumnae who serve as dedicated coaches for our student-athletes. We are so
appreciative of their commitment to their alma mater and fellow Mercy Girls!

Caroline Edwards
Kurzweil ’87
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Katey Bourne ’09 – Varsity swimming
Caitlin Williams Cochrane ’98 – Varsity alpine skiing
Sarah Machamer ’14 – Junior Varsity cheer
Betsy Ernst Mihm ’02 – Varsity swimming
Kaite Combs O’Dell ’71 – Modified volleyball
Brooke Tallinger Prieston ’10 – Junior Varsity volleyball
Chantel Truitt ’17 – Varsity softball
Danielle Valerino ’04 – Varsity cheer
*These alumnae recently left Mercy to pursue other adventures. We wish them the best of luck!

Arts
Fest
A

long-standing and beloved tradition, Mercy’s aptly
named Arts Fest is an all-day celebration of the visual,
performing, and literary arts. While the 2020 event
was canceled due to the pandemic, students were able to enjoy
a re-imagined version of Arts Fest last May, with both in-person
and virtual activities.
At Mercy East, students enjoyed creative workshops in sculpting,
bracelet making, and improv, while students at Mercy Blossom
took part in different painting and drawing workshops. Led
by Advanced Visual Art students, these in-person workshops
taught girls new techniques and allowed them to explore their
creativity. The day also included virtual artistic workshops with
presenters who demonstrated techniques in origami, watercolor
painting, and meditation.
After a morning of workshops, several students shared their
love of the arts in livestreamed performances celebrating
song and dance from Mercy’s Black Box Theatre. From harps
and show tunes to contemporary dance routines, students
celebrated the many talents of their classmates and friends.
Although re-imagined in a hybrid in-person and virtual format,
Mercy Girls were able to commemorate the arts together in
another successful Arts Fest celebration!
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2021 in REVIEW
CONTINUED

November 11, 12,
and 13, 2021

The Hello Girls musical
debuted regionally at Mercy
to thunderous applause.

December 17, 2021

A magnificent Golden Mass
was celebrated before the
distribution of gifts and
goods to those in need
within our communities.

January 31 to
February 6, 2022

Mercy hosted lots of fun events
celebrating National Catholic
Schools Week.
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Rainy May Day Didn’t Dampen
Beloved Tradition
On the morning of May 28, 2021, Mercy seniors, faculty, and staff celebrated May Day, a
treasured Mercy tradition honoring Mary the Mother of God that has been celebrated at the
school for decades. Following the Mass offered by the Most Reverend Salvatore R. Matano,
Bishop of the Diocese of Rochester, May Queen Christine Seegar ’21 crowned the statue of
Mary during the indoor crowning ceremony (due to poor weather). For their last May Day,
seniors, along with family members of the May Court, were able to attend the celebration in
person, while the rest of the student body and other members of the Circle of Mercy joined
virtually via livestream. It was a magnificent event that truly reminds us of what life is like at
Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women.

Moving Up Day Celebrates Next Chapters
in Students’ Lives
Moving Up Day for both middle and high schoolers was re-imagined last year,
taking advantage of Rochester’s sunny spring weather. On May 19, middle
schoolers paraded ‘home’ to the Mercy Blossom campus after spending a year
at Mercy East. Sporting their special Moving Up Day shirts in their class colors,
with balloons in hand, our 6th, 7th, and 8th graders trekked the two-mile route,
which began at the Mercy East campus on East Avenue. Led by Dean of the
Middle School Dr. Sherylanne Diodato ’93, and accompanied by middle
school faculty and staff members, students were escorted by the Brighton
Police Department on their sunny stroll. When they arrived at Mercy Blossom,
girls were greeted by high school students holding signs and handing out
popsicles for them to enjoy before touring the building and campus. Several
news stations covered the exciting event.

On June 11, high school students hosted
their own Moving Up Day ceremony
outside. Relocated from the Auditorium
to the Abby Wambach ’98 Field, the
celebration honored the accomplishments
of our Mercy Girls as they ‘moved up’
to their next grade level. As part of the
ceremony, class officers offered advice to
students in the grade levels below them,
juniors sported their khakis (a seniors-only
uniform perk), and seniors said goodbye
to underclasswomen. The uplifting tradition
is always a heartwarming way to celebrate
the amazing achievements of our young
women as they take a step closer to
graduating from Mercy.
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My

COLLEGE

Decision!

Michaela Monile �21

“I am attending Xavier University this year as a Nursing major. After college, I hope to gain
more hands-on experience and move into a specific field of nursing; I am leaning toward a
career in Pediatric Nursing. Mercy has given me countless opportunities to spend time with
people across many demographics through Mercy Service. This has nourished my love for
caretaking and my passion for helping others. The experiences I have had and lessons I have
learned at Mercy have prepared me for my future career in the medical field; it is something
for which I will always be grateful.”

Mackenzie Yaddaw �21
“I am attending Stony Brook University to pursue a Journalism major. After graduating from
college, I hope to work for either a magazine or newspaper while pursuing a Master’s degree.
At the moment, I don’t know in what field of journalism I want to work, but I’m highly
interested in political journalism and hope to travel to cover news stories. Because of my
years at Mercy, I know that I have all of the tools necessary to pursue every avenue my career
takes me down. The opportunities for learning that Mercy has provided me, both in and out
of the classroom, have given me the confidence to go forth in my life, ready to meet
challenges head on.”

Alanna Jordan �21
“I am attending Princeton University to major in Economics and minor in Spanish. After
college, I plan to work for a few years as a business consultant, and then, I will either attend
graduate school for my MBA or enroll in law school. Right now, I am leaning toward a career
in either international business or international law. Mercy has provided me with the toolbox
I need to make my mark on the world. The opportunities and resources at Mercy have
allowed me to build and sharpen my leadership skills, creating a foundation for future
success. As a Mercy Girl, I have learned what it means to be confident, compassionate, and
resilient; these skills will be guiding lights through my college career and beyond.”

Samantha Carey �21
“I am attending Villanova University and majoring in Business. After college, I plan to join the
workforce to gain experience in management/sales and possibly attend graduate school. Right
now, I am leaning toward a career in sports management. Mercy has prepared me for college
and beyond through the supportive, loving, and hardworking environment that encourages
young women to thrive in and out of the classroom. Mercy has given me the confidence I
need to be successful at Villanova and in the business world.”

Rachel Ntor �21
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“I am attending SUNY Geneseo and majoring in Psychology. After college, I plan to work as
a psychologist or a therapist. As of now, I am leaning toward being a clinical psychologist. I
haven’t decided if I will be going to medical school, but I do plan on getting my Ph.D. Mercy
has increased my understanding of the importance of hard work and companionship. Mercy’s
community gave me support and encouragement to achieve my goals. I learned the
importance of hard work and gained confidence in my abilities and the abilities of those
around me. Mercy has helped me become a better student and person, providing me with
valuable lessons that I will carry with me.

Lucia Lanahan �21
“I am attending the University of Notre Dame as a Mechanical Engineering major. Although
I don’t know exactly what I want to do after college, Notre Dame has an environment that
allows me to keep my options open as I continue to explore careers. Mercy has provided
me with a well-rounded academic experience that has allowed me to pursue many
interests. Through encouraging leadership opportunities and emphasizing the importance
of challenging oneself, Mercy has helped build my confidence and prepared me for college
and beyond.”

Morgan Reese �21
“I am attending Howard University as a Political Science major. I plan to apply to Howard’s
Bachelor of Arts/Juris Doctor Program in order to receive my undergraduate degree and
law degree in six years. With a law degree, I am highly interested in becoming a civil rights
attorney or working alongside Rochester’s Restorative Justice Initiative. Mercy has not only
prepared me academically for my future, but also in every other aspect of my life. It has
taught me to be confident in my abilities, independent, and competitive when needed. I have
no doubt these experiences will help me continue to develop into the young woman I am
destined to become.”
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A ‘Home Run’ Graduation!

O

n the evening of June 11, 2021, Our Lady of Mercy School for
Young Women bid farewell to 142 of our best and brightest
students at our 90th Commencement ceremony at Frontier
Field. Family, faculty, staff, and friends of the Class of 2021 were all
safely welcomed to this wonderful open-air event.

Following welcoming remarks from Alanna Jordan ’21, students
processed onto the field. Isabela Mulcahy ’21, Shannon Trevor ’21,
and Meghan Gleason ’21 recited the invocation and Pledge of
Allegiance before handing the microphone over to classmates
Isabela Mulcahy ’21 and Clare Adams ’21 who gave inspiring
speeches. Following the conferring of diplomas and individual awards,
the Most Reverend Salvatore R. Matano, Bishop of the Diocese of
Rochester, blessed all in attendance.
To the Class of 2021: We’re so proud of you and the resiliency you
demonstrated during unprecedented times. While it wasn't the senior
year any of us had hoped for, we fully believe that as members of the
Circle of Mercy, you’re blessed with unending strength and fortitude as
you eagerly accept the challenges and joys you’ll face in the future.
On June 9, 2021, Our Lady of Mercy
School for Young Women celebrated
the accomplishments of 91 remarkable
young women as they graduated 8th
grade. This group of ladies is nothing
short of extraordinary, as they have
proven with their academic success as
well as their resilience, especially while
they were temporarily relocated to
Mercy East. Our wonderful Wildflowers
‘blossomed’ into their high school career
on Blossom Road reunited with all
Mercy Girls.
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From the top: Alanna Jordan ’21, Isabela Mulcahy
’21, and Clare Adams ’21.

Legacy Families:

Our Foundation and Our Future

Claire Mooney Gunther ’93 (mother), Anna Catherine
Gunther ’21, and Todd Gunther.

Michaela Monile ’21 and
Donna Giamberdino Monile ’60 (grandmother)

Sydney Natale ’21 (above center, and inset at right), with mother Lisa Cascino
Natale ’86 (left), and grandmother Dorothy Merkel Cascino ’59 (right)

B

Megan Lana ’21 and
Saralynn Guisto Lana ’87 (mother)

Caroline Edwards Kurzweil ’87 (mother),
Grace Kurzweil ’21, and Charlotte Kurzweil ’16

eyond the symbolic sisterhood bonds formed with friends
in the hallways of Mercy, many students also share a
special bond with family members who are fellow Mercy
Girls. Our Legacy Families are a unique group—comprising
great-grandmothers, grandmothers, mothers, and daughters—all
of whom graduated from Mercy.

showcase and honor our Legacy Families. We’re indebted to the
love these families have for Mercy and are proud to share these
special women with the entire Circle of Mercy. To view Mercy’s
Legacy Family digital display, visit www.mercyhs.com/legacy.
We will soon be reaching out to our 2022 graduates to update
our Legacy Families project.

Featured first in 2020, and again in 2021, we collected photos
of graduating seniors along with their Mercy relatives to

Many thanks to our Legacy Families from the Class of 2021
(above) who submitted photos from the 2021 Graduation.
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Mercy Service Helps
Welcome Refugees

I M M I G R AT I O N

by Therese Mack Randazzese ’89
Mercy Service/Ministry Days Coordinator
Grounded in the Sisters of Mercy’s Critical Concerns, the Mercy
Service program provides compassionate service opportunities
for students in grades 9-12 to serve the needs of others in our
Rochester community and beyond. With a goal to educate
Mercy Girls and instill in them the works of Catherine McAuley,
foundress of the Sisters of Mercy, the program inspires students
to take action and live out Mercy’s Mission and Values.
Focusing on the Critical Concern of Immigration, many of this
year’s service and volunteer opportunities centered around the
importance of respecting the dignity of each person and their
right to a decent home, livelihood, education, and healthcare.
In the fall, Mercy Service volunteers sprang into action,
welcoming an influx of 258 refugee families from Afghanistan
who relocated to Rochester. The Catholic Family Center, along
with Saint’s Place, coordinated efforts to set up new living spaces
in apartments and houses for families trying to find refuge,
with several Mercy student volunteers pitching in.

Senior Ingrid Miller ’22 was deeply moved by her experience
noting, “The simple task of setting up these new spaces taught me
that even when we feel completely helpless in an overwhelming
refugee crisis, there’s always something we can do. It’s easy to feel
powerless as a result of the scale of the difficulties refugees face,
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especially those from Afghanistan, but by making a bed or setting
up some toys and books for children, you have the power to
touch and welcome a family, even if you never meet them.”
Our students humbly unpacked donations and prepared beds
with fitted sheets and warm comforters. They decorated each
apartment with lamps, rugs, and furniture donated by people in
our community. Lauren Frye, Refugee Program Coordinator at
Catholic Family Center, shared, “Mercy students played a huge
role during a very stressful time in our agency, as they came
several times to help organize donations.”

Other local organizations help support refugees as well, including
Mary’s Place Refugee Outreach, a non-profit organization located
in the Edgerton neighborhood of Rochester. During a Mercy

student dress down day
in early fall, the entire
OLM community raised
nearly $800. With the
money, hundreds of
hygiene items were
purchased and delivered
to Mary’s Place to be
distributed to 125 local
refugee families.
Hospitality and
compassionate care
were also ingrained
in Mercy Ministry
Days (scheduled days throughout the school year for middle
schoolers to serve and volunteer in the community). Our
students welcomed three guest speakers: Michele Quinn,
Assistant Director at Saint’s Place, along with Sabrina
Dursunova ’19 and Rabina Aqa Jan ’23. In her presentation,
Michele described the scholarships, educational support, and
clothing closet that Saint’s Place consistently offers to refugee
families. Sabrina and Rabina shared their experiences of fleeing
their native countries to resettle in Rochester.
The oldest of three girls, Sabrina left Russia with her family when
she was young, moving to an entirely new country that she
would now call home. After seeking refuge at Saint’s Place with
her family, Sabrina described the moment she stepped foot in her
new home where she saw a toy, provided by Saint’s Place, that
gave her an incredible sense of comfort and hope.
Rabina, a current Mercy student, also shared a heartfelt story of
her struggle of fleeing Afghanistan with her family four years ago.
Our middle schoolers listened attentively to their stories as they
learned how Saint’s Place, along with other local organizations,
help families through these often traumatic transitions.

Reflecting on her volunteer experience at local refugee outreach
centers, senior Haley Edwards ’22 said, “Walking into those
houses that we are transforming into homes constantly reminds
me of the uncertainty and fear that both parents and children face
when they enter a new country. I can only imagine what it would
be like to leave your home and everything you’ve ever known
behind you while making adjustments in an unfamiliar place.”
To help families adjust to their new homes, middle school
students put together ‘Compassionate Kits’ filled with familiar
cartoon character pajamas, soaps, shampoos, and toothpaste in
the hopes of helping children feel a sense of familiarity in a
new place.

Mercy’s collaboration with the Catholic Family Center, Mary’s
Place Refugee Outreach, and Saint’s Place has left positive impacts
on Mercy Girls; they were exposed to new world views. With an
opportunity to examine the global impact of immigration through
compassionate service, our students learned how they, along
with other members of the local community, can actively and
positively impact refugee families in Rochester.
As Senior Sophia Pomponio ’22 shared, “These local non-profit
organizations are the reasons refugees are given second chances
and a safe, new start. After learning these refugees are often
coming to the U.S. with nothing, it’s heartwarming to feel as
though I’m positively impacting their lives.”
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The Circle
of Mercy
Changes a
Life Forever
by Meghan Kiely ’11, Director of
Alumnae Relations
As an avid reader of Angles, no doubt you have read the phrase
‘Circle of Mercy.’ But what is it exactly? The Circle of Mercy is
the vast network of current students and parents, alumnae and
their families, donors, friends, and believers in all things OLM.
Since we opened our doors in 1928, the Circle of Mercy has
grown to hundreds of thousands of people around the globe.
It is a beautiful and wonderful blessing, but it's the interactions
among members within the Circle of Mercy that demonstrates
its true impact on individuals and the world. Nesha Jogi ’21
and Margaret McCarty Dempsey ’85 are two Mercy alumnae,
from two eras, who experienced firsthand the strength and
resilience of this incredible connection, a connection that
transcends any and all barriers.
Nesha was only 11 years old when she and her three brothers
immigrated to the United States from Nepal through the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services’ Unaccompanied
Refugee Minor Program. She did not speak any English, which
made communication extremely challenging.
“My journey from Nepal to Rochester really tested my
strength,” Nesha said. “Leaving behind my home country and
everything I had ever known was extremely stressful for me as
a young child.”
Because her oldest brother was only 20 years old, the three
youngest children were placed in the foster care system with
the plan to reunite once he secured a job. As it is for any
refugee coming to a new country, it was difficult for Nesha
to adopt American culture. Even more challenging was being
alone and away from her family.
“It was especially difficult to be away from my big brother, who
raised me after my father passed away in Nepal. We were very
close; he sacrificed his own education to care for his younger
siblings and bring us to America.”
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Above: Nesha holding her nephew.
Right: Margaret McCarty Dempsey ’85

Sadly, the siblings were unable to reunite when her oldest
brother passed away unexpectedly in 2014, leaving Nesha and
her brothers in the foster care system indefinitely.
On her first day of middle school within the public school
system, Nesha crossed paths with someone who would
change her life forever—her Library teacher and Mercy
alumna, Margaret McCarty Dempsey ’85.
Nesha’s school cafeteria was a noisy and chaotic place for a
new student, let alone a student who didn’t speak English.
Nesha’s counselor suggested she eat her lunch in the library,
at least for the first few days of school. It was here that
Margaret first met Nesha, a student whom she characterized
as very open, curious, and (understandably) overwhelmed.
Margaret committed to making sure Nesha felt welcomed.
“I suppose like many relationships, ours grew out of sharing
a meal. Actually, many meals over the next two years,” said
Margaret.

Nesha was thrilled to have a teacher make an effort to make
her feel better. “Mrs. Dempsey always made it a point to wave
at me, since we didn’t speak the same language. I didn’t really
know her well yet, but I remember thinking she seemed like
such a kind human being.”
Nesha was not the only student who enjoyed being in the
Library. Other students who frequented the Library during
lunch bonded with Nesha, eventually helping her to blossom
into an outgoing, sociable young woman. The teachers even
nicknamed her “Sassy” and often found themselves pulled into
lunchtime Bollywood dance lessons thanks to Nesha’s love of
her culture.
Just as Nesha was settling into her new life, it was rattled once
again. Her foster family moved to a new school district, her
tutor had taken a new job overseas, and her brothers had aged
out of the foster care system. This left Nesha completely alone.
Because she had living relatives in Nepal, she was ineligible for
adoption, adding another layer of complication. Thankfully,
Margaret remained a constant in her life and accepted the
responsibility of becoming Nesha’s tutor. A new school meant
new friends, teachers, and environment.
“I could see how traumatic the transition was by the change in
her demeanor, I could see her shutting down both emotionally
and academically,” said Margaret.
“But despite it all, she never once
complained about anything—the
loss of her brother, the move to the
new school, missing her friends.
She accepted these challenges with
a quiet strength and dignity and got
on with the task in front of her.”

“I knew Nesha would benefit from some stability and a sense
of family,” said Margaret. “Mercy was what she so desperately
needed; I knew the school would recognize everything Nesha
had to offer.”
Mercy was a great fit for Nesha, but it took her some time to
acclimate to a new school.
“Giving up was never an option,” said Nesha. “I never wanted
to be given anything that I didn’t earn or deserve, but I had a
hard time reaching out for help when things got difficult.”
According to Nesha, the Mercy faculty and staff were kind
and thoughtful, eventually instilling within her the courage to
reach out for help when she needed it. Two particular alumnae
faculty and staff members had a special impact on her: Theology
teacher Sr. Joan McAteer ’66 and Director of Enrollment
Management Stephanie Yaeger Wallace ’89, P’23 ’24.
Nesha explained, “Sr. Joan and Mrs. Wallace hold a special
place in my heart; they helped me realize that Mercy was
my home.”
Nesha graduated from Mercy in June 2021 and entered college;
she is currently studying to become a dental assistant while
working part-time. When she thinks back to what members
of the Circle of Mercy did for her
during her time at OLM, she is
forever grateful.

“I left Mercy with the
understanding that
other people’s well-being
and success in life are as
important as my own; we
are all bound to each other
by our shared humanity.”

“I encourage all students and staff
to never forget their humanity in
the way you treat other people. You
never know what others are dealing
with in their own lives.”

During a tutoring session, Nesha
Margaret and Nesha still remain
mentioned to Margaret that a friend
close to this day. Nesha explains,
from the Nepali community in
—
Margaret
Dempsey
’85
“Luckily, Mrs. Dempsey came into
Rochester attended school at Our
our lives and became more than my
Lady of Mercy School for Young
tutor, she became like a mom. Still today, she cares so much
Women. She wondered if she could ever go to a school like
about me, like I’m a member of her family.”
that. What Nesha didn’t know at the time was that Margaret
graduated from Mercy. Margaret immediately reached out to
Margaret’s Mercy education played a large role in her
former Mercy Campus Minister Sr. Pat Beairsto, who put her
connection with Nesha.
in touch with former Mercy President, the late Suzanne
Klingler Johnston ’61. In classic Suzanne fashion, she saw
“I left Mercy with the understanding that other people’s
potential and value in all students. Nesha’s journey now
well-being and success in life are as important as my own; we
continued within the Circle of Mercy.
continued on page 63
ANGLES • SPRING 2022

55

Spreading Mercy’s Spirit of
Service Across the Globe
by Kristen Smith ’16
During her junior year at Mercy, Megan ‘Meg’ Reilly ’19 took
an Interreligious Dialogue class with Sr. Joan McAteer ’66,
where she learned about other countries and cultures. She
became fascinated by stories of faraway places and different
ways of life.
“I would go home after each class, anxious to tell my family
about the new world view I had discovered,” said Meg. “From
then on, I craved exploration and learning.”
Post-graduation, Meg found herself halfway across the globe
teaching English at a local elementary school in Tabanan,
Indonesia. Most recently, she spent three weeks in Arusha,
Tanzania, volunteering at Aston Vision Orphanage as an English
teacher to 130 local and orphaned children.
During a tour of Aston Vision’s elementary school, she learned
that the COVID-19 pandemic had severely impacted the town’s
supply of chickens, which were needed to feed the school’s
children. Meg knew she could help, and after sharing the
orphanage’s story and struggle with friends and family, she
raised $1,700 to put toward a new chicken coop; 30 chickens;
three roosters; three months’ worth of rice, beans, corn, sugar,
and oil; and other items to help sustain the children at Aston
Vision. Her simple impulse to share Aston Vision’s story on

social media resulted in Meg making an incredibly large impact
on several children and families.
While the value of volunteering stemmed from her family’s
encouragement to get involved in the community, Meg’s
passion for service was sparked at Mercy.
“Mercy emphasized incorporating acts of service into everyday
life, whether it be in our Core Values, the can drive during
Spirit Week, the Motto project, or after-school volunteering,”
said Meg. “My mentors taught me to always leave a place better
than when I arrived, helping me realize that just one person can
accomplish so much in a short time.”
With plans to continue her service this year in Southeast Asia,
Meg reflects on the people at Mercy who helped her get to
where she is today. She thanks her mentors and friends for
always believing in her and pushing her to go after her goals.
And to future Mercy Girls, Meg leaves this message: “You have
so much power in this world: Follow your dreams, take risks,
go on adventures, do whatever will make you happy, and make
the world a better place. Mercy taught me to have strength and
confidence, to ask for help when I need it, and to work hard and
stay motivated toward my goals. Your life can be anything you
want it to be.”

“You have so much power in this world: follow your
dreams, take risks, go on adventures, do whatever will
make you happy, and make the world a better place.”
— Meg Reilly �19
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Class Notes
1943

1969

1958

Back Row (l to r): Jane Masenaeur McManus, Barbara Datz Mongiovi,
Patricia Davidson Zacharias, Mary Pat Sullivan Gibbs, Kathryn Menz
Woodard, Elaine Ridley Hardes. Front Row (l to r): Mary Fee Spacher,
Laurie Englert Pertonio, Nancy Cosimo Frearson, Nancy Murray
Ferington, Janice Abbott D’Keeffe, Melon Wilmot Kladstrup, Sue Annis
Bargmann, Marcy Church Leonardo, Jane Fischette Parina

After graduating from Mercy in 1943 during World War II,
Doris Duffy Hansis attended the School of Journalism at
Marquette University in Milwaukee for two years before enlisting
in the U.S. Navy’s WAVES organization (Women Accepted
for Volunteer Emergency Service). Once the war ended, she
came home to Rochester, where she worked as a reporter for
the Times-Union. Doris then raised her family in Webster until
1992 before moving to Florida for a few years. She returned to
Rochester in 2005. A small group of ’43 graduates continued to
meet for lunch until losing touch. According to Doris, “I always
think of my Mercy days and my other Mercy Girls.” Anyone who
wishes to send a card to Doris can send it to 8081 Martin Road,
Wolcott, New York 14590.

Fifteen members from the
Class of 1969 planned a few
fun-filled gatherings this
past summer. One hosted by
Nancy Murray Ferington in
July, and the other in August
for a ride on the Colonial
Belle in Fairport.
Members of the Class of 1969 on the
Colonial Belle.
Members of ‘The Club’ reunited to celebrate Mary Ann Huber’s
80th birthday at the Rochester Yacht Club. Mary Ann arrived at
her party in style on the back of her son-in-law’s motorcycle!

1971

Marilyn Freeman of Australia won an award
this past year for her painting titled Thinking.
One of nearly 3,000 entries, Marilyn’s classmates
all helped by casting their votes. Her classmates
are so proud of her!
Thinking by
Marilyn Freeman

1974

Front Row (l to r): JoAnn Schneider Ackerson, Mary Ann Stephany
Huber, Barbara Leone Julian. Back Row (l to r): Barbara Baker Joy,
Millie Brady, Kathy Lechner Bell, Sharon Tubbs Harrick, Carol Rose
Ebert Begy, Carol Carson Musso, Barbara Stephan Hawes, Jeanette
Bellave Pavia, Kathy Donahue Wade, Sharon Cooley Rose. Not
pictured: Judy Loewenguth Errigo and Joan Blain Hawes.

1965

Stella Mancuso Chechak is now retired and moved to
Savannah, Georgia in 2016.

After 23 years in the Human Resources Department of Catholic
Charities of the Diocese of Rochester, Mary O’Brien Zeiner
retired on December 17, 2021. She says, “My list of retirement
to-dos is long; my first order of business was an extended holiday
visit with my daughter Jessica’s family in Parker, Colorado. My
husband of 43 years, Chuck, has been retired for four years.
We’re planning on traveling, continuing to make our home
and gardens an oasis, and entertaining family and friends; I am
looking forward to having the time to pursue various interests
and hobbies. I’m the mother of two grown children. Jessica, who
has her own Speech Therapy practice, and Geoffrey, an artist and
musician. Via my children, I’m the grandmother of five: Carter
(9), Hudson (6), Samara (4), Beckett (3), and Mason (1). I’m the
honorary grandmother of Jérôme (8) and Garrett (4). Why do I
have the feeling that life is about to become even busier?”
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1975

Mary Ciaccio Griffin recently retired from her job as CEO of
the Life Insurance Council of New York, which followed a long
career in state government, insurance association government
affairs, Citigroup, and finally, the Life Insurance Council. She
says, “I’m now enjoying spending time with our adult children
—Caroline (Andrew), John (Evie), and Andrew—and three
grandchildren, Victoria, Owen, and Grace, with one more on
the way. Sadly, my dad, Judge Arnold Ciaccio, passed away in
November at 92. He lived a long, happy, and accomplished life
and we all miss him.”

1980

After graduating from Mercy, Celeste
Schantz received her BA from the
University of Toronto and her master’s
degree in Education from the University
of Rochester. Celeste is the founder and
editor of the literary magazine Mason
Street Review which placed in the 2021
finals of Best of the Net; appeared on
the podcast, Book Riot; which features
former U.S. poet Laureate Juan Felipe
Herrera, author David Baldacci, Lois
Lowry (The Giver), and others. A highlight of her literary life
was interviewing Ron Charles, book editor of The Washington
Post. Celeste was awarded a full scholarship from the Katherine
Bakeless Nason Endowment and studied nature writing
with Helen Macdonald (H is for Hawk) at the Bread Loaf
Environmental Writing Conference at Middlebury College.
She was a finalist in Fugue Journal’s 2018 annual prose writing
contest. Her essay, Lake Under the Sea, appears in Fugue.
Recently her micro-essay, Strata, appeared on PBS’s Next Avenue.
Also a poet, Celeste was the runner-up for the 2018 Stephen
Dunn Prize in Poetry, judged by Terrance Hayes of The New
York Times. Celeste lives with her 20-year-old son, supporting
his differently abled schooling and inclusion programs and
championing autism rights through area foundations such as
CDS Monarch and AutismUp. She’s currently working on a
collection of her essays and poems. When she’s not writing,
Celeste enjoys hiking, fine paper crafts, and reading mysteries
and thrillers.

1991

Mary Carroll Grow is the current Superintendent of East
Irondequoit Central School District. She has worked in various
positions since coming to the District in 2002.
In May 2021, Margaret ‘Peggy’ Riley was promoted to Vice
President of Employee Communications and Engagement at
Wegmans Food Markets. In this role, Peggy will lead all internal
communications strategies and help drive engagement as a
‘Great Place to Work and Shop’ for all. She will continue to lead
Wegmans’ employee communications team.
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1997

Natural Beauty from the Outside In by
Sojourner Walker Williams was
recently published by Rowman &
Littlefield, and is available wherever
books are sold. This book is part travel
memoir and part collection of DIY
natural skin and hair care recipes.

2002
Caroline Whelan Tolbert is excited to have started her new
role as Director of Alumni and Constituent Engagement at
Nazareth College in January 2022.

2003

L to R: Michelle Maurer Chite ’11, Megan Maurer ’03, Brigette Maurer
Ryan ’01, Kathleen Maurer ’06, Kelly Attridge ’03, Mary Katherine Attridge
Bauer ’07, Shannon Attridge ’09, and Libby Attridge Laporte ’12
Kelly Attridge ’03 and Kathleen Maurer ’06 were married on
September 10, 2021 at Climbing Bines Hop Farm and Craft Ale
Company on Seneca Lake. The bridal party was made up of both
brides’ three sisters, all Mercy Girls!

2005
Jennifer Rosario McCann moved to North Carolina in 2020.
She is a Senior Production Manager for Maven Construction
Company and has three children ages 13, 12, and 4.
Christina Nordquist got married on September
11, 2021 to Christopher Jacobs and started a
new job in November as Creative Director for
MarketDesign Consulting.

2007
Kari Wilmot Linares
added a new member to
the family last summer!
Monroe Alexander
Linares was born on
July 14, 2021.

2008

Chelsea Auburn Burnett married Patrick Burnett in December
2020. They reside in Winter Garden, Florida and both work for
The Walt Disney Company.
After graduating from Mercy,
Alyssa Heydens Bruno received
her BSN and has been working
at Rochester Regional Hospital
in Labor and Delivery. Now with
over 10 years of service, Alyssa
is the Director of Nursing for the
August Family Birth Place and has
many national certifications related
to maternal-newborn nursing. She’s happily married to her
husband, Mike, for nine years and has two children, Jonathan (6)
and Adalynn (4). They all live in Penfield.

2009

In October 2020, Kate Smith and
Cole Wesolick of Houston, Texas got
engaged. They’re looking forward
to celebrating their long-awaited
wedding with friends and family on
May 29, 2022 in Brenham, Texas.
Several Mercy alumnae will be in her
bridal party, including Kerrie Smith
Mullen ’06, Elizabeth Morris
Rizzolo ’09, Kelly Smith ’13,
Kristen Smith ’16, and Elizabeth
Rooney Walsh ’09.

2010

Nichole B. Adiletta is completing her final year
of residency in Pediatrics at Children’s Hospital in
Orange County, California. She was recently matched
to a Fellowship Program in the Neo-Natal Intensive
Care Unit at Rutgers University in New Jersey. She’ll
start her three-year Fellowship in
July 2022. In August 2021, she joyously celebrated
her wedding to Elie Farah after having delayed it for a year
due to COVID-19. Her husband is completing his Ph.D. in
Cardiovascular Cellular Regeneration at University of
San Diego California.
On October 16, 2021,
Kelli Barnes-Aiken, Class
of 2010 May Queen, got
married in Nashville with her
fellow Mercy Class of 2010
bridesmaids by her side.
(l to r - immediate left of
bride) Maggie MacCallum,
Chloe Doyle, and Ellen
Fedick Meador.

Mercy Girls (l to r), Julia Wiesner, Chloe Doyle, Ellen Fedick Meador,
Maggie MacCallum, Kelli Barnes-Aiken, and Stacey Manos, cheered on
the Buffalo Bills in Nashville, Tennessee on October 18, 2021 as they took
on the Tennessee Titans.

2011

Mallika Rajamani moved to Baltimore and started her Pediatric
residency at Johns Hopkins University in July 2021.
Angela Smith Gatzke married
Mark Gatzke on April 24, 2021. They
met in college at Mount St. Mary’s
University in Maryland.
Gina Giangreco is set to complete her
Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS) this May
from New York University College of
Dentistry. She’s recently engaged to fellow
Boston University School of Dental Medicine alum, Dr. Ali
Skooti. They met when completing their master’s degrees in Oral
Health Science in Boston.
Caitlyn O’Reilly Robar married Jared Robar in October 2021
and moved to Boston where she started a new job as Clinical
Supervisor at Proud Moments ABA.
Michelle Maurer Chite recently started a new position as a Product
Manager at Capital One. In this role, she helps find solutions for
those who cannot pay off their debt due to financial hardship. She
recently completed her MBA program at the University of Maryland
and resides in a suburb of Washington, D.C.
Brittany Sherman added a new
member to her family, Jacee, born
December 16, 2021.
Maria McMullen graduated from the
University of Notre Dame in 2015 and
then from The Ohio State University in
2019 with her PharmD. She finished her
residency at Dartmouth College and now
works as an inpatient pharmacist in its
Emergency Department. She’s engaged to
her college sweetheart and is excited to get married at
home in Rochester in October 2022.
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Emily Lochner Mattys and her husband
welcomed baby Miguel on Cinco de Mayo
this past year. Photo by fellow 2011 classmate
Yessica Chavez.
Bayley Ward married Scott Witt on
September 11, 2021 and purchased a house
together. Bayley recently started a new position
at The Martin Group.
Sarah Brown is a Children’s Librarian at the Webster
Public Library.
Actress Hannah Karpenko recently
appeared in two episodes (#610 and #611)
of the CBS television show Bull. She said,
“TV is very cool to work on. So is someone
curling your hair every few hours. So is
getting to do the thing you love.”

2012

Haley Giangreco recently started a new job as a Visual Designer
at Goodreads, the world’s largest site for readers and book
recommendations. She will be managing the editorial, marketing,
and brand engagement events creative for the company’s 100
million members.

2013

Tess Newell, RN was recently promoted to Assistant Nurse
Manager of the Burn Trauma ICU at Strong Memorial Hospital.

2014

This past year, Maryn Cannon proudly launched her new
business, Sunroot Gifting Company. Sunroot gift boxes are
unique and fun, filled with goods from independent makers
and female-owned businesses. Check them out at
www.sunrootgifting.com!

2015

After graduating with her master’s degree from the University of
Notre Dame, Hannah Nation moved to Seattle and accepted a
position as an Annual Fund Manager at the all-girls middle and
high school Forest Ridge School of the Sacred Heart.

2016

Last winter and spring, sisters Kristen
Smith ’16 and Kelly Smith ’13
trained for, and ran, a marathon
together. “We started training in
January in Rochester and continued
training virtually after Kelly went back
to Indianapolis, sharing our runs on
Strava,” said Kristen. “On April 25,
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Kelly ran the Louisville Marathon and absolutely CRUSHED it
while I ran/walked/hobbled 26.2 miles around my neighborhood
in Rochester.” They’re registered to run the Flying Pig Marathon
together in Cincinnati this May.

2017

Katherine Warth graduated in May 2021 from Saint Anselm
College, Pi Gamma Mu, Summa Cum Laude with an Honors BA
in American Studies and a Minor in Accounting. Her American
Studies thesis will be included in the 2021-2022 Geisel Library’s
Outstanding Student Scholarship display for exceptional student
work completed during the previous academic year.
_________________________________________________

Class of ’62, We’ll See You in ’22!
by Diane Peck ’62
Mercy’s Class of 1962 is gearing up for an exceptional 60th
Reunion in 2022. Led by Sheila McStravick Conti ’62,
the class has formed a 60th Reunion Committee: Elaine
Mangione Fitzgerald, Heide Froschmeier George,
Georganna Muchard Greenlee, Suzie Middlebrook
Hanson, Maggie Smith Kieffer, Diane Peck, Cheryl
Nugent Walsh, Judy Spodaryk Walters, and
JoAnn Trott Wyman.
Plans are underway to schedule some special Class of ’62 events,
as well as attend the official Mercy class Reunion in fall 2022.
We invite our fellow classmates to join our Facebook page
(Mercy62). Here, you’ll find class news and updates on
upcoming events. To join, please ‘friend request’ me on
Facebook; I will add you to the group.
We’re looking forward to gathering once again as an incredibly
special Mercy class and encourage all our classmates to
become involved and attend the upcoming reunion. I love to
keep class members up to date on gatherings and exciting news
from the Class of 1962. To update your contact information,
contact me at dpeck@san.rr.com or 858-206-4604.

Do you have news to share?
Let your classmates know by announcing
it in the Mercy Class Notes! Contact us at
advancement@mercyhs.com or
585-288-7120 x367. You can also use
the form on the back of this magazine or
the form at www.mercyhs.com/alumnae.

Calling All Class
of ’70 Alumnae:
You’re Invited
to a 70th
Birthday Bash!
by Marty Guenther ’70
After months of planning for a 50th
reunion in 2020, Mercy’s Class of 1970
Reunion Committee decided to cancel its
gathering events due to the pandemic.
With the idea that many class members
would be celebrating their 70th birthdays
in 2022—with a few exceptions—the
Committee decided to celebrate our
longevity with a Birthday Bash. The Class
of 1970 is well known for our spirit, so
we’re ready to put on a party, birthday
cake and all!
The Committee has been working for
nearly two years, and after lots of
discussion and team effort, we’ve
scheduled our Birthday Bash celebration
for Saturday, September 24, 2022. We’ve
been hard at work discussing venues,
music, menus, decorations, and more. A
save the date postcard was mailed
to class members in January with more
information. Registration will open on
June 1, 2022 through the website
bit.ly/1970BirthdayBash.
We’re hopeful that COVID-19 will
subside so we can all gather safely in
September. Please make sure to update
your email address on the website, so
we can keep you in the loop. If you’re
a member of the Class of 1970 and
did not receive the save the date
postcard, contact me at
marthaguenther52@gmail.com for
more information.

Together Again:
A Unique Reunion
Celebration
On a beautiful Saturday in September 2021, nearly 200 alumnae safely gathered
at Mercy’s campus to celebrate their class reunions. With the pandemic delaying
Reunion for class years ending in 0 and 5, we were so excited to welcome them
back on a lovely fall day to celebrate alongside class years ending in 1 and 6.
The day began with a Mass in the Auditorium within the Dismas Center for the
Performing Arts. At its conclusion, all Mercy Girls in attendance—from all
generations—joined together to sing our beloved Alma Mater. We were honored
to have Katharine Donner Owens ’60 in attendance whose mother, Anna
Hoffman Donner ’32, wrote the lyrics to the Alma Mater. Many thanks to
everyone who traveled from near and far to reunite with classmates and friends!

Save the Date!
Attention class years ending in
2 and 7! Reunion weekend will
be happening this fall on Friday,
September 23 and Saturday,
September 24, 2022.
Check your mailboxes soon or
visit www.mercyhs.com/reunion
for more information about what
activities we’ve planned.
Interested in becoming a
reunion volunteer? Reach out
to Meghan Kiely ’11, Director
of Alumnae Relations, at
mkiely@mercyhs.com or
585-288-7120 x313.
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Finding Where Your

Purpose Meets Your Service
by Tori Bogacki ’19
Catherine McAuley said, “We should be shining lamps, giving light
to all around us.” During my time at Mercy, I was motivated by a
fierce desire to shine a light on those around me and serve both
my community and the greater world beyond it. Yet, I struggled
with defining what service meant to me. How could I internalize
service, blending my impulse to give back with my passions?
Since graduating from Mercy, I’ve had the opportunity to explore
those passions. I’m currently a junior at Hofstra University, just
outside of New York City, pursuing a BFA in Drama with minors
in Film and Musical Theatre. Throughout my
three years at Hofstra, I’ve come to know myself
as an artist—a fundamental aspect of how I show
up in the world. Telling stories is my purpose. In
time, the same question I’d asked in high school
came around again: How does my purpose
become my light?
Last year, I was blessed with an answer to that
question. Mary Jo Gugino Colligan ’70,
President and Foundress of Angels of Mercy,
reached out to me about filming a documentary.

God-coordinated connections with powerful women from the
Rochester area, each of whom has dedicated her life in some
capacity to forwarding women’s empowerment. One of these
women was Mary Jo Gugino Colligan.
Having worked with me on that documentary, Mary Jo reached
out to me about the idea for a film celebrating the triumph of five
women who were impacted by the work of Angels of Mercy.
The process was incredibly humbling. Interviewing each of the
five women was beyond what words can express;
I felt lucky to have been trusted to carry these
stories forward. Irene, Rebecca, Josefina, Deborah,
and Carianne are powerhouses of strength, having
risen from the ashes of individual circumstances to
achieve fierce empowerment, transforming from
victims to victors.
Further, it was a privilege to be able to share
the incredible work Angels of Mercy does every
day—led by Mary Jo—through initiatives such
as Dress a Girl Around the World, The Butterfly
Boutique, and Anti-Human Trafficking events. A
powerhouse herself, Mary Jo is a constant source
of inspiration to every life she touches. It was
only fitting that we decided to title the film,
Voices of Inspiration.

I met Mary Jo and her mother, Jen Gugino,
through the late Suzanne Klingler Johnston ’61,
L to r: Jen Gugino, Tori
former President of Mercy, a few years prior.
Bogacki ’19, and Mary Jo
Suzanne connected me with the Gugino family,
Colligan, President and
from whom I received a Performing Arts
Foundress of Angels of Mercy
scholarship in honor of their daughter, Marisa.
At the film’s premiere at the Century Club of
With dreams of dancing on Broadway with Fred
Rochester last summer, I felt an incredible wave
Astaire, Marisa is someone I think of often as a kindred spirit
of excitement and peace. The kind you feel when you realize a
and inspiration.
deep-rooted truth about yourself. Visit www.angelsofmercyny.org
for more information.
Having received this scholarship, I constantly wrote letters to
Jen Gugino and kept in close contact with the family. I began
I’m called to intertwine my purpose as a storyteller with service;
volunteering with Angels of Mercy—a nonprofit organization
that’s how I shine my light. In creating this documentary, I hope
that aids women who are survivors of domestic violence, sex
that it reaches many people and inspires them to get involved with
trafficking, and other traumas to achieve freedom, dignity, and
Angels of Mercy and, on a broader scope, advocate for the rights
restoration—and became deeply inspired by the work they do.
and dignity of women.
For my senior Motto project at Mercy, I directed Beyond the Ballot
Box, a documentary film about the life and legacy of Susan B.
Anthony, addressing questions of intersectional feminism. The film
quickly took on a life of its own. I made what I’m convinced were
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My advice to any current Mercy Girl reading this is to find where
your purpose meets your service. Discover what lights your soul on
fire, then unite it with your desire to better your community and
the greater world beyond it. Then, you’ll truly shine your lamp,
and give your light.

Welcome New Board Members!
Jeanne Casares has been the Chief Information Officer at Rochester Institute of Technology since
2008. Prior to her employment at RIT, she worked at Paychex for nearly 20 years as the Product and
Web Marketing Manager, Web Technologies Manager, and Director of Information Technology,
respectively. Jeanne received her Bachelor of Arts and Master of Education degrees from the College of
New Jersey. Jeanne is an active consultant specializing in technology strategies, leadership development,
and human resources. She is a member of many boards in the Rochester community, including the
NYSERNet (Committee Chair), CCSI, Digital Rochester (Member), Rochester CIO Roundtable (Event
Chair), and the Association for Women in Computing (Chair). Her daughter, Olivia, lives in Florida
with her husband.
Ted Jordan P’21 joins Mercy’s Board of Trustees with more than two decades of experience leading
organizations in high-transaction business. Since 2016, he has served as the Vice President of Client
Services for Paychex, Inc. after nearly six years working at the vice president level for Nationwide
Insurance. Ted received his bachelor’s degree from the University of Pittsburgh and earned a Master
of Business Administration degree from Temple University. He is a Board Member for the Boys and
Girls Club of Rochester, a Cabinet Member of the Tocqueville Society for the United Way of
Greater Rochester and the Finger Lakes, and a Board Member for the American Red Cross. Ted and his
wife, Yudelka, have a daughter, Alanna, who graduated from Mercy in 2021. They also have a son, TD,
who attends McQuaid.
Edward Hourihan, Jr., Esq. P’14 has worked as a litigation attorney and managing member at the
Rochester office of Bond, Schoeneck and King, PLLC for 10 years. He received his Bachelor of Arts
degree from Siena College and his Juris Doctorate from Western New England University School of
Law. Among his honors include The Best Lawyers in America - Commercial Litigation; Chambers USA
Commercial Litigation; New York Super Lawyers - Business Litigation; Rochester Business Journal Inaugural Power 100 List; Rochester Business Journal - Forty Under 40. He’s also a member of the New
York State Bar Association, the Monroe County Bar Association, and the New York Academy of Trial
Lawyers. Ed and his wife Bridget have a daughter, Maeve ’14 and two sons, Matthew and William.

The Circle of Mercy Changes a Life Forever continued from page 55
are all bound to each other by our shared humanity,” said
Margaret. “Forming friendships with students from so many
diverse backgrounds and economic circumstances was
transformative. I think it changed the way I look at the world
in a pretty profound way and inspired me to be more open to
other people’s stories and experiences.”

volunteers to serve the refugee community. Catholic Family
Service of Rochester coordinates refugee resettlement services
in the Rochester region along with administering the
Unaccompanied Refugee Minors Program. Foster families are
always needed for unaccompanied refugee minors like Nesha
who are resettled in this area.”

Nesha’s story is unique to her, but sadly, not uncommon. One
of the Critical Concerns of the Sisters of Mercy is to stand in
solidarity with immigrants. Margaret explained there are many
ways for others to get involved

Margaret expressed sincere gratitude for the faculty and staff
who worked tirelessly with Nesha.

“With the influx of refugees from Afghanistan who have
resettled in the Rochester area, there is an enormous need for

“Every single staff member at Mercy who made the decision to
turn toward this young woman’s challenges instead of turning
away helped make her dream become possible. It truly does
take a village, or in this case, the Circle of Mercy.”
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New Faces and Roles at Mercy
Meet the faculty and staff who joined us this academic year, and those Mercy employees who
have shifted into new roles. Welcome and congratulations!
Samir Bhagwat, Ph.D.

Martha Hall

Samir received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees
in Microbiology from the University of Mumbai,
India and his doctorate in Microbiology and
Immunology from the University of Toledo School
of Medicine.

Martha received her bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in Economics from the Universidad
Anahuac, Mexico City, Mexico.

Teacher, Science Department

Stephanie Buchbinder

Acting Vice President for Institutional
Advancement

Stephanie received her bachelor’s degree in
Communication from SUNY Brockport. She’s
currently pursuing her Certified Fund Raising
Executive (CFRE) accreditation through AFP.

Teacher, Mathematics Department

Heather Heupel

Teaching Assistant, Library/Media Center
Heather received her bachelor’s degree in
Sociology from St. Bonaventure University
and is pursuing a master’s degree in School
Counseling at SUNY Brockport.

Elizabeth ‘Tish’ Ciaccio ’79

Meghan Kiely ’11

Advancement Consultant

Director of Alumnae Relations

Tish received her bachelor’s degree in Political
Science from St. John Fisher College.

Meghan received her bachelor’s degree in
Communications from The College of Saint Rose
and her master’s degree in Integrated Marketing
and Communications from Nazareth College.

Shannon Dougherty ’15*

Christine Kvam, MDiv.

Shannon received her bachelor’s degree in Political
Science from SUNY Geneseo.

Christine earned her bachelor’s degree at the
University of Notre Dame and her master’s
degree at the Weston Jesuit School of Theology.

Executive Assistant to the President

Director of Campus Ministry

Alice Durie

Emily Nestler

Alice received her bachelor’s degree in
Technology with a minor in Business and a
Concentration in Finance from Rochester
Institute of Technology.

Emily received her bachelor’s degree in
History with a minor in Criminal Justice
and her master’s degree in Education from
SUNY Brockport.

Elizabeth Guzzetta

Keri Ovando

Beth received her bachelor’s degree in
Mathematics from St. John Fisher College and
her master’s degree in Secondary Education from
Curry College.

Keri received her bachelor’s degree in
Mathematics with an Education Option and her
master’s degree in School Administration from
the University of Rochester.

Director of Technology

Dean of Academics

Teacher, Social Studies Department

Teacher, Math Department

*Shannon was with us for a year; we wish her the best of luck
on her new adventure!
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Lynn Panton

Emma Sykes

Lynn received her bachelor’s degree in Home
Economics from Syracuse University and her
master’s degree in Math, Science, Technology
and permanent certification in Earth Science
and Biology from St. John Fisher College.

Emma received her bachelor’s degree in Elementary
Education and Teaching, and Psychology from
Skidmore College and is pursuing her master’s
degree in Counselor Education and School
Counseling and Guidance Services from
SUNY Brockport.

Long-Term Substitute, Science Department

Intern, Counseling Department

Kristine Price

Susan Tubolino

Kristine received her bachelor’s degree in
Biology from Houghton College and her master’s
degree in Adolescence and Special Education
with a concentration in Biology from Roberts
Wesleyan College.

Sue is an Aquinas Institute graduate and has
taught dance for over 30 years.

Erin Reece

Andrea Wahls

Erin received a bachelor’s degree in Business
Administration with a concentration in Human
Resource Management from SUNY Brockport.

Andie received her bachelor’s degree in Art and
Art History from SUNY Brockport and her master’s
degree in Library and Information Sciences from
Syracuse University. She received her Certification
in Museum Studies from St. John Fisher College.

Long-Term Substitute, Science Department

Director of Human Resources

Elizabeth Reyda ’17

Long Term Substitute, World Languages
Department
Elizabeth earned her bachelor’s degree in
Spanish Language and Literature from the
University of Notre Dame.

Dance Instructor, Performing Arts Department

Leadership Program

Stephanie Yaeger Wallace ’89, P’23 ’24
Director of Enrollment Management

Steph earned her bachelor’s degree in Human
Resources Management and Industrial Relations
from LeMoyne College.

Dana Ritz

Shallan Warren-Rogers, P’24 ’26

Dana received her bachelor’s degree in
Mathematics and Computer Science from
SUNY Brockport.

Shallan received her bachelor’s degree in
Communications and Journalism and a minor
in Business from St. John Fisher College.

Attendance Administrative Assistant

Carolyn Rosica, RSM ’79

Administrative Support, Advancement
Department; Teaching Assistant,
Library/Media Center

Sister Carolyn received her bachelor’s degree in
Speech Pathology from Nazareth College and
her master’s degree in Early Childhood
Education from College of New Rochelle.

Elizabeth Sawyer P’25

Interim Admissions Coordinator

Beth received her bachelor’s degree in
Education, Elementary (Pre-K-6) and Special
Education (K-12) and her master’s degree in
Education, Elementary Education (Advanced
Teaching) from SUNY Geneseo.

Human Resources Coordinator/AP Specialist
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ALUMNA SPOTLIGHT

The Business of
Helping Others
Jenny Starin Brewer �02 is helping local healthcare workers achieve their
mission to enhance lives and preserve health.
by Dave Carro, Vice President for External Affairs
If you asked Jenny Starin Brewer ’02 what
her career aspirations were in 7th grade when
she first walked through the doors of Our
Lady of Mercy School for Young Women in
1995, you might get a typical 7th grader’s
response, “I don’t know. Maybe something
in business.” Jenny’s future never included
bold ambitions but after six years at Mercy,
her modest aspirations burgeoned into a limitless future fueled
by new-found confidence, creativity, and the strong academic
foundation that Mercy provided.
“Mercy was more than just a school for me; it transformed my
way of thinking,” said Jenny. “My teachers were always helping
me look to the future; to think about how I could positively
impact the world around me. My time at Mercy opened my eyes
to the boundless possibilities that awaited me.”
Jenny currently serves as the Vice President of Human Resources
at Rochester Regional Health (RRH), the second largest employer
in Rochester with 20,000 employees spread over 150 locations
serving 1.2 million residents.
“I am responsible for creating and implementing a Human
Resources strategy that aligns with and supports desired business
results at our flagship hospital, Rochester General, as well as
the eastern region, which includes Newark Wayne Community
Hospital and Clifton Springs Hospital and Clinic,” said Jenny.
“Together, my team and I have created a strategy that radiates the
organization’s purpose, takes employee experiences to the next
level, and promotes a culture of joy.”
Jenny’s work extends beyond shaping the culture of the hospitals
she supports. She is also responsible for attracting and retaining
top talent, who provide exceptional patient care each and every
day to the Greater Rochester community.
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“I feel incredibly fortunate to be able to work in an environment
that prioritizes talent management and allows me to take creative
approaches to find the right person for the right position,” said
Jenny. “People matter, both the caregivers and those receiving the
care. The work is hard, but there is no greater mission than what
RRH does for our community.”
According to Jenny, no one gets to where they are in life without
working hard, taking some risks, and finding a community of
people who believe in you throughout your journey. This was
very much Jenny’s experience at Mercy, in college, and
throughout her professional career.
While at Mercy, Jenny ran for the cross country team for six
years, along with over 100 other student athletes. Together,
this group challenged and supported each other on the trails.
Whether they were running the Cloverland Loop, the hills
of Ellison Park, or enjoying the fun of an overnight meet in
Binghamton, her teammates were her family, constantly pushing
her to be her very best.
“I loved my time at Mercy, every bit of it,” said Jenny. “But by
far one of my best memories was the friendly competition that
existed with my cross country friends. This group of incredible
women taught me the importance of dedication, hard work, and
most importantly, having fun while you are doing it.”
The connection with her Mercy friends did not end when the
cross country season was over, or when they all graduated high
school. Jenny still sees them regularly. In fact, many of her now
closest friends are those with whom she attended Mercy. During
her junior year, Jenny hosted a Christmas dinner with a few
Mercy friends. Twenty-two years later, she still hosts that
Christmas party with over a dozen Mercy friends invited each year.
continued next page
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Alumna Spotlight continued from previous page
“I honestly am not sure what life would be like without my
friends from Mercy. They have been such a huge part of who I
am and who I’ve become,” said Jenny. “We go to each other's
weddings and special events, celebrate birthdays, and call on
each other for a night out or when we need a good laugh. We
share such a deep bond that no matter how much time has
passed, or what the distance is between us, we always pick up
right where we left off.”
But it wasn’t just her friends and classmates who supported
Jenny, it was her teachers who saw her potential. During her
junior year, Jenny took a semester-long Economics class, a
subject about which Jenny knew nothing. In four short months,
Jenny’s eyes opened to the career possibilities in the field of
Economics. Following graduation, she made the decision to
attend Penn State University and major in Economics.
While studying at Penn State, Jenny decided to also pursue a
minor in International Business, which included an option to
study abroad. This resulted in Jenny signing up for a semester
at the University College Dublin in Ireland. In addition to her
studies, she spent a month backpacking through multiple
countries, learning the cultures, meeting the people, and
generally having a blast.
After her graduation from Penn State in 2006, Jenny continued
her education at the University of Buffalo (UB) where she earned
her MBA with a concentration in Marketing. She was selected
to be a part of the inaugural MBA Leadership Development
Program at UB where she honed critical leadership and time
management skills; skills she began developing at Mercy. Upon
graduating in 2008, Jenny had a decision to make—chose
between either a marketing or human resources position offered
to her by Xerox.
“I had just completed a yearlong internship in Marketing at
Xerox with an offer to go full-time when I was thrown a curve
ball and asked to consider working in Human Resources,” said
Jenny. “At the time, everyone in my world urged me to accept

the role in Marketing. Upon great reflection, I did what I was
taught to do at Mercy; to bet on myself and follow my instincts,
which drove me toward working in a field that held people at its
core,” said Jenny. “I accepted the position in HR and spent five
wonderful years at Xerox.”
Thanks to Jenny’s abilities, personality, and confidence, she was
recruited into an HR position at Rochester Regional Health in
2012 by a former Xerox colleague. It was a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity that set her on a path to where she is today. While
it was difficult to say goodbye to Xerox, RRH offered Jenny a
position that further promoted her passion to help people within
an industry that holds people at its core. Over the course of her
nine years at the Health System, she has been promoted from
manager, to director, to vice president.
“At Rochester Regional Health, I had the fortune of working for
leaders who believed in me enough to regularly place me in roles
for which I did not feel prepared but was determined to take on,”
said Jenny. “Without the support of these leaders, I would not be
where I am today; they were my mentors, sponsors, and biggest
champions. These leaders taught me to have the courage to take
on big challenges and to put in the work necessary to succeed.”
Jenny was quickly able to immerse herself in the culture of
Rochester Regional Health, which was critically important for
her to successfully lead. She believed she must interact with
employees at all levels and spent a number of shifts working
alongside nurses, providers, technicians, and others to truly
understand their roles, their challenges, and what brought
them joy. It was through these experiences that Jenny was
able to learn the most and therefore make the greatest impact
allowing her to ultimately help support the System through the
COVID-19 pandemic.
As COVID-19 ravaged the world and our community, Jenny
knew she had to support the thousands of employees who made
up the Rochester Regional Health family.

L to R: Jenny at an event to support nurses; at a Valentine’s Day event handing out COVID test kits; with a crew of Rochester Regional Health staff.
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“Like so many leaders in my and other industries, I had to
completely rethink my job and how I could serve those who
depend on me,” said Jenny. “It was important for me to get
creative with solutions and consider the lives of our employees
holistically. Not only did their work environment and
responsibilities change, but so did their home life. Employees
needed to feel supported in both aspects.”
During the initial wave of the pandemic, when hospital
admissions were at an all-time high, Jenny quickly created
and co-led the redeployment process for over 2,000 employees
whose daily responsibilities were affected by the pandemic.
This allowed for
continuation
of patient care in
surging acute
facilities while
avoiding furloughs
and lay-offs.

has served diligently ever since. This committee appointment
allows Jenny to maintain a close linkage with Board members,
administrators, and the entire Circle of Mercy.
“I am so happy to give back to this wonderful community of
women that has shaped me into who I am today,” said Jenny.
“I feel like I bring a fresh and meaningful perspective to this
committee, which positively impacts current Mercy students
and the teachers who had such an impact on me.”
Jenny married fellow Penn State graduate Ryan Brewer in 2009.
Their wedding celebration included over a dozen of her closest
Mercy friends; Jenny
wouldn’t have it any
other way. She and
Ryan are the proud
parents of 8-year-old
Jack and 5-year-old
Emily, who,
according to Jenny,
is most certainly
destined to become a
future Mercy Girl.

“People chose to
work in healthcare
for a reason; they
have a calling to care
“I want my daughter
for their patients and
to have similar
their community,”
experiences as I had,”
said Jenny. “By
said Jenny. “I think
redeploying
one of the greatest
employees into places Jenny (center) meets with her Rochester Regional Health System Human Resources team.
gifts I can give her
of need, we were able
is a Mercy education and the amazing friendships that come
to support the community and our patients during a time of
along with that.”
great uncertainty, while also ensuring our employees could
maintain their livelihood.”
Channeling her Mercy cross country days, Jenny runs over
1,000 miles every year. She says this is the time when she is
Equally important, Jenny felt a need to ensure employees were
most focused, allowing her to think deeply and consider new
staying safe during a time when so little was known about this
ideas and possibilities both personally and professionally.
pandemic. Working in collaboration with other System leaders,
protocols were created to provide all staff with appropriate and
comfortable personal protective equipment to ensure a safe work For Jenny, new ideas lead to new experiences; new experiences
lead to growth; and growth leads to a greater understanding of
environment. Employees were also provided with additional
the world and her place in it. From her humble beginnings as a
time-off to use as needed while they established what their ‘new
Mercy 7th grader, to her position as a senior executive in a major
normal’ looked like outside of work.
health system, Jenny’s foundation as a Mercy Girl has forged her
“Healthcare workers did not have the ability to work from
success and happiness throughout her life.
home and care for their children or loved ones,” said Jenny. “By
providing extra time off, employees had the necessary time to
“Mercy saw something in me that I did not. They saw the future
plan for the unexpected.”
leader I could be and taught me to strive for a life of impact,”
said Jenny. “If I learned one thing at Mercy, it is that nothing is
In addition to her role at Rochester Regional Health, Jenny was
out of reach.”
asked by the Mercy Board of Trustees to participate in the
establishment of the Human Resources Committee in 2019. She
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Margaret Schenk Rowntree ’49:
A Wife, Teacher, and Inspiration
David Rowntree’s life changed forever on August 18, 1950 after
his first date with his classmate’s sister, Margaret “Marge”
Schenk ’49. Like something out of a romantic film, the teenagers
fell in love at the drive-in movies and the rest was history.
David writes about his undying love for his
‘Margie’ in a memoir aptly titled, Our Lifelong
Love Affair. They shared such a rare, lifelong
devotion—a relationship that inspired
David to take up pen and paper, just days
after his beloved wife died, to create a
moving memoir of their 68 years together.
“I wanted people to know what a great
woman she was,” explained David.
“She was a fantastic person who
demonstrated forgiveness, generosity,
empathy, and a desire to serve others. These were
characteristics that I believe she got from two sources—her
parents and Mercy.”
Marge and David met as teenagers growing up in Rochester’s
19th Ward. David was used to her good-natured teasing,
which grew into jibes about when he was going to ask her out
on a date. Their first date was David’s first date ever, and he
was hooked.
David went to St. Bonaventure University and participated in
ROTC, but he thought more about Marge than his studies. They
married after he graduated in 1954 and began a life together
that truly showed him how remarkable and supportive she
was. She followed David to Oklahoma for his military stint and
showed extraordinary love and devotion as a wife and mother.
Marge volunteered in every community in which they resided,
including working for Habitat for Humanity to address the

depths of poverty in Mexico. Her
compassion knew no bounds. As
David wrote in his book:
“Margie spent her entire life ‘giving
unto others.’ The nuns did their job well;
they sent a well-educated, moralistic
young lady out into the world.”
However, Marge’s life activities were
not the truest measure of who she was.
David remembers her kindness, how slow she was to anger, and
that she never complained—no matter how challenging their
lives got, no matter how much was asked of her, and even when
she became ill.
Less than one week after Marge passed away, David was
consumed with the need to tell the story of their life together.
He spent two years writing, sending chapters to their daughter,
Meg, and dear friend, Carol, to read and edit. Throughout the
process, he found an outlet for his grief and a vessel for his
memories of Marge.
In 2020, he completed and published his loving tribute to his
wife to share with the world. A year later, he sent a copy to Our
Lady of Mercy School for Young Women with the inscription:
“A school for young women that instilled in my dear wife
Christian values that she exemplified her entire life.” Those values
are what made their life together so extraordinary, and what
made his wife the person he will love for the rest of his life.
How blessed we are here at Mercy to learn about the life of one of
our beloved alumnae. Marge was a shining example of an alumna
who gave her time, talent, and treasure back to not only her alma
mater, but to the entire world.
President Pam Baker ’74 eagerly added Rowntree’s book to her
summer reading list and felt compelled to connect with him.
They developed an instantaneous friendship. Pam, along with
members of the Mercy Advancement team, enjoyed getting to
know David, and have thanked him personally for his generous
donations in memory of Margie.
If you’re interested in purchasing a copy of Our Lifelong Love
Affair, email David directly at rowntree@dslextreme.com.
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Honoring Loved Ones and Their
Mercy Legacy

Two Newly Endowed Scholarships Established to Support Students
At the start of the academic school year, two families within the Circle of Mercy chose to honor the
legacy of their loved ones through the establishment of endowed scholarships. By creating the funds,
these families were able to celebrate the lives and decades of service of two extraordinary people and
help young women receive the best education possible.

SCHOLARSHIPS
MATTER

This past summer, longtime Mercy faculty member and alumna, Beatrice
“Bea” Cocuzzi Wolford ’60, passed away. Bea taught Biology at Mercy
for more than 20 years and served as Chair of the Science Department.
After retiring from Mercy, she continued her dedicated teaching career as
an adjunct professor at Monroe Community College. Throughout her life,
Bea volunteered with numerous local organizations, enjoyed spending
time with her children and grandchildren, and captured the beauty of the
world around her through watercolor paintings.
When she passed, her husband, Michael Wolford, and daughter, Elizabeth, knew that Mercy was
the place to honor Bea’s commitment to education and service. They created the Beatrice Cocuzzi
Wolford Endowed Scholarship to help Mercy students in need of additional tuition support while
communicating the importance of Bea’s work to future generations.
Another prominent name in the Mercy community is the Ciaccio family.
With a strong connection to the school, Victoria ‘Vicky’ and Judge
Arnold ‘Arnie’ Ciaccio P’70, ’73, ’79, ’82 had four daughters graduate
from Mercy, Mary Ciaccio Griffin ’71, Dr. Andrea Ciaccio
Bracikowski ’73, Elizabeth ‘Tish’ Ciaccio ’79, and Dr. Meg Ciaccio
Brooker ’82, P’13. Victoria and Arnold served as chairs of Mercy’s
capital campaign and parents committees chairs and supported
single-sex Catholic education in Rochester for decades.
Victoria passed away in 2008. Following Arnold’s death in November 2021, the Ciaccio family knew
that the couple’s appreciation for Mercy should be part of their legacy. The Victoria and Arnold Ciaccio
Endowed Scholarship honors and continues their lifelong commitment to Catholic education.
While founding the scholarship, Tish found a speech that her mother gave to a group of Mercy parents
at a capital campaign meeting that embodies Vicky and Arnie’s devotion to a Mercy education.
“I’m grateful to Mercy for the education of my four daughters, not only in subject matters, but for their
values, faith, and character,” said Vicky. “I believe that Mercy grads have a high level of performance;
they’re great women, great mothers, and great leaders in compassion and giving. It’s time to return the
favor and ensure that qualified girls can come to Mercy regardless of their ability to afford tuition.”
By establishing these endowed scholarships, both the Ciaccio and Wolford families will greatly impact
future Mercy Girls, providing them with a world-class education while honoring the legacy of their
loved ones.

Mercy’s scholarship program
serves to attract and retain
talented students, provide
equitable socio-economic
access to a Mercy education,
and honor friends and
alumnae of Mercy while
preserving operational funds.
Mercy currently has over
50 scholarship funds that
provide more than 60
students with financial aid.
Whether endowed or
current-use funds,
scholarships provide the
Mercy experience to girls
from across the Rochester
region. They have also been
created to honor family
members and some of
Mercy’s most beloved
community members,
including the Suzanne
Klingler Johnston ’61
Memorial Scholarship
established in 2020 in
honor of Suzanne and
her commitment to a
Mercy education.
If you would like to honor
a loved one or a beloved
Mercy faculty or staff member
through scholarship funding,
contact Stephanie Buchbinder
at 585-288-7120 x376 or
sbuchbinder@mercyhs.com.
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Extending the Circle of
Mercy Near and Far:
Spirit Gala 2021
From Our Heart to Your Home was more than just a theme for
Mercy’s annual Spirit Gala, held virtually on May 1, 2021. It
meant a new, exciting opportunity to extend the Circle of Mercy
to include alumnae and friends from across the globe, while
keeping the spirit of Gala alive.
Last spring, as the country was still in the throes of the pandemic,
Mercy Leadership knew the importance of holding our school’s
signature fundraising event but faced the challenge of ensuring
both safety and regional COVID-19 protocols. Gala is a critical
fundraising event that helps provide Mercy Girls with a worldclass education. It has raised millions of dollars over the years,
thanks to generous sponsors and attendees.
With a pressing demand to host a successful Gala, Mercy had to
quickly adapt the event’s traditional formal evening of dinner and
dancing, to a new virtual, livestreamed format. Gala co-chairs
Scott and Janine Nasca P’23, and Jim and Inessa Verdi P’24,
collaborated with Mercy’s Gala Committee to re-imagine the
online experience in a way that would still communicate the
warmth and family that is at the heart of the Circle of Mercy.
Thus, the theme—From Our Heart to Your Home—was born.
Hosted by Jennifer Johnson, Director of Family and Community
Outreach at UR Medicine Golisano Children’s Hospital and
former television news personality, the one-hour virtual event was
livestreamed to those who purchased tickets and watched from
the comfort of their homes. Despite shifting to a virtual format,
the fun festivities and traditions of Gala carried on, including an
online paddle call that took place a few weeks before May 1

Gala co-chairs Inessa and Jim Verdi P’24 and Janine and Scott Nasca P’23.
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and remained open throughout the evening. The paddle call
introduced the Come Home to Blossom Fund, a campaign to
financially support students as they returned safely to in-person
learning at Mercy’s Blossom Road campus. The featured video of
the evening provided an intimate look into the life of the Mahar
family following the death of matriarch Eileen Male Maher ’81.
Daughter and recent Mercy graduate Riley Maher ’20 is part of
this wonderful Mercy legacy family, which also includes her late
grandmother Kathleen Magee Male ’60. In the video, Riley,
along with her father and family friends, reflect how the Circle of
Mercy supported her family during their time of greatest need.
Throughout the hour, three awards were presented to individuals
within the Circle of Mercy who significantly impacted the Mercy
community. The Catherine McAuley Philanthropy and Vision
Award was given to Thomas Ioele P’15 ’16 and family,
recognizing their philanthropic commitments to academic
excellence and a solid foundation for a prayerful and purposeful
life. The Sister Mary Francesca Award for Service was given to
Thomas and Cathy Loder Huber ’84, P’20 and family to honor
their dedicated service to Mercy. Linda Wojciechowski ’81,
P’20 was recognized as our Circle Honoree for displaying the
spirit, traditions, and values of Mercy.
In true Mercy fashion, attendees near and far were invited to join
in singing the Alma Mater, led by our Show Choir, to officially
end the 2021 Gala. At a time when the miles no longer kept us
apart, the virtual format was a blessing in disguise, as it allowed
us to come together as an entire Mercy community in support of
a school that has given us so much.

Tish Ciaccio ’79 and Jennifer Johnson during the livestream event.
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Sponsors!
Mercy’s 2021 Spirit Gala was
sponsored by many companies and
friends. Their support of this event
was invaluable to our success and
we’re incredibly grateful to them!
• Greenlight Networks
• GLC Business Services
• Bond Schoeneck and King, PLLC
• Penfield Veterinary Hospital
• Billitier Electric
• Mr. and Mrs. Joseph DeGeorge
• DiMarco Group
• Feminists Choosing Life of New York
• Generation Capital Management, LLC
• Genesee Regional Bank
• Goodbody & Associates/Merrill
Private Wealth Management
• The Haseley Family Foundation
• LeChase Construction
• Mason Marketing, LLC
• Mengel Metzger Barr & Co., LLP
• TalentBridge
• The Verdi Family P’24
• Gallo & Iacovangelo
• Bond Benefits Consulting
• Thomas & Cathy Loder Huber ’84, P’20
• Bruce & Pamela Fennell Baker ’74, P’12
• The Connolly Family P’14 ’20
• Crosby Brownlie Inc.
• Holdsworth & Klimowski
• Kammholz Rossi PLLC
• The Liebert Family P’90 ’92 ’96 ’18 ’19
• The Hegenbart Group/Merrill Lynch
• The Murphy Family ’90, P’22 ’24 ’27
• Donald and Elizabeth Robinson GP’20 ’27
• St. John Fisher College
• Sisters of Mercy
• Mike Waters & Family

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Join us on Saturday, April 30, 2022 for a roaring good time.
This year’s Gala—Celebrating our Past. Defining our Future—
is chaired by Rachel and Mike Monile P’21, ’23, Susan and John
DiMarco P’26, and Dr. Ashley Amalfi ’02 and Dr. Thomas Frye.
Do you want to join in the fun at this spiffy, swanky, and snazzy
event? You can participate in Gala through sponsorships,
volunteering, or donating a live or silent auction item. For
sponsorship information or to reserve your table, contact
Stephanie Buchbinder at sbuchbinder@mercyhs.com or
585-288-7120 x376. Find out more at www.mercyhs.com/gala.
Come as a flapper or a wise guy… or come as you are; it’ll be the
bee’s knees.
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Golfing ‘Fore’
a Good Cause
In June 2021, Mercy held its 21st Annual Father Ed Zimmer Memorial Mercy
Golf Tournament at Shadow Lake Golf and Racquet Club. After a shotgun
start at noon, teams took to the course for a sunny afternoon filled with
Mercy spirit, merriment, and only a few mulligans. Many thanks to all of our
golfers and sponsors whose contributions raised nearly $600,000 over the
past 21 years for future generations of Mercy Girls!

Lunch Sponsor

Vita Sponsors

Kammholz Rossi PLLC

Ernstrom & Dreste, LLP
Genesee Regional Bank
GLC Business Services
Liberty Underground Inc.
Mengel Metzger Barr & Co., LLP
Mutual of America
John and Julie Odenbach
SEI design group

Cocktail Hour Sponsor
Mercy’s Board of Trustees

Veritas Sponsors
Graystone Consulting –
The Fischer Group
Greenlight Networks

Save the Date!
Tee it up with Mercy at our 22nd Annual Father Ed Zimmer
Memorial Mercy Golf Tournament on Monday, September 12,
2022. More details to come.
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Mercy’s Cornerstone Legacy Society recognizes donors who have made a
commitment to support Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women’s future
through a bequest, charitable trust, gift annuity, life insurance policy, or other
type of planned gift. Planned gifts are critical in supporting Mercy—they help
us provide the school with a sustainable stream of resources to provide financial
assistance to nearly 40% of our students, invest in the facilities, and recruit and
retain gifted faculty.
Through the Cornerstone Legacy Society, Mercy has the opportunity to thank
and recognize those alumnae and friends who have made the selfless
commitment of a planned gift.
By joining the Cornerstone Legacy Society, Mercy can celebrate the impact
donors’ generosity will have on generations to come. With a planned giving
commitment, donors can maximize their ability to meet personal financial
objectives—and with some gifts, actually guarantee income during their
lifetimes—leaving an indelible legacy at Mercy and with countless Mercy Girls.
There are many ways to join Mercy’s Cornerstone Legacy Society! Several gift
options are quite simple to execute on your own. A few choices include:
• A Gift through Your Will – To bequest a gift to Mercy in your will,
simply notify your lawyer to start the process. You can direct a
percentage of your estate, or a specific gift amount, and you can specify 		
what you’d like Mercy to do with your bequest.
• Beneficiary Designations – If you have a 401k/403b, an IRA, or other
investment fund, you can choose beneficiaries to receive part or all
of the remaining funds when you die. Your plan administrator or financial
advisor can provide easy instructions for naming your beneficiaries.
• IRA Distributions – When you begin taking IRA distributions—especially
the required minimum distribution at age 72½—you may find you don’t
need the full distribution to meet your annual financial needs. By
directing your plan administrator or financial advisor to send a portion
or the entire distribution directly to Mercy, you can lower your total
taxable income and provide valuable support to the school.
To learn more about how you can leave an enduring legacy at Our Lady of
Mercy School for Young Women, contact Stephanie Buchbinder, Acting
Vice President for Institutional Advancement at sbuchbinder@mercyhs.com
or 585-288-7120 x376.

Jean Caswell Akey �46
Donna Schreiner Barlow �58
Mary-Jeanne Meyer Barry �41
Joanne Leinberger Bartash �52
Rosemarie Haselmaier Bayer �45, P�70 �74
Kathleen Bayer, RSM �50
Carolyn Powers Blind �51
Anne Highfield Bonsignore �49, GP�19
Marjorie Cuiule Bonsignore �52
Jane Gaetano Camiolo �45
Wanda Merkel Cardillo �50
Catherine Semmelmayer Carducci �50
Marilyn Winfield Carges �46
Kathleen Lancer Cholish �61
Barbara Cullen Clavette �60
Mary Lewis Consler �69
Barbara Powers Crossett ’74*
Kathleen Danes �58
Anna Casaccia Davignon �69
Gail Quattrocchi DeCaro �61, P�85
Laurel Kingsley Derleth �46, P�66, GP�03
Joyce Aloi DiMarzo �60, GP�26
Mary White Dugan �50, P�76 �78 �82, GP�96 �01 �09
Mary Tellier Ekiert �71
Juliet Ellison �11
Lillian Ferrarone �47
Claire Mogenhan Finity �41
Arlene Freitas �57
Kathleen Kennedy Fritz �62
Dorothea Glaser Fullem �47
Mary Beth Nicosia Gemayel ’74
Carla Farone Giambrone �86
Jean Kofsky Grimm �48
Sheila Growney �60
Rita Schuhart Hanley �38, P�64 �67 �69
Jean Hauser Hartman �49
Deborah Torrey Haynes �76
Katherine Kress Heininger �49
Joan Hodgetts �68
Joanne Craft Hutton �54
Barbara Jewett �58
Rebecca Kaltenbach �80
Jean Vollmer Kearney �68
Ann Dougherty Keyes �68
Elizabeth Perrin Knox �49
Betty Menz Kruppenbacher �49, P�70, GP�98
Joanne Geier Kubasiewicz �69
Valerie Fay LaDue �74
Susan Lamphron Lawson �71
Anne Marie Lennon, RSM �47
Nancy Ford McDermott �47, P�72 �80 �82
Lillian Michels �56
Ellan Nagel Midwick �59
Patricia Monahan �47
Kathleen Kress Moore �59
Juliana Mueller �55
Carol Carson Musso �58
Ann McCaffery O�Gorman �53
Mary Alhart Oelwang �47
Names listed were
Anne Pankiw �48
received as of
Laurie Waldorf Pant �62
February 18, 2022.
Joyce Passero Paxton �57
Please reach out
Thelma Radel Scheib �50
to the Advancement
Suzanne Keller Sebaste �55
Office if you learn
Barbara Vaeth Shaughnessy �50
of a classmate’s
Jean Hawkins Sinaguglia �62
passing:
Lynsay Broomfield Smith �69
585-288-7120 x313.
Evelyn Allen Spencer �48
Sonja Pollock Stenclik �68
Molly Gilbert Stevenson �95
*Passed away in 2020
Marie Joan Sullivan �53
Ann Kelly Tiberio �50
Flora Puccia Valenti �43
Alice Doran Viggiani �50
Ruth Hyde Walker �43
Mary Ann Werner Wallace �55, P�80
Marilyn Williams, RSM �56
Beatrice Cocuzzi Wolford �60
Elouise Kucher Woore �61
75
Jennifer DeLano Zimmer �88

In Memoriam

Leave an Enduring
Gift to Mercy

lease remember in your prayers all of our
P
recently deceased alumnae, family members of
alumnae, and those in the wider Circle of Mercy.

Giving
Back to
Mercy

Gather Us In

For two years, we prayed for the health and safety of everyone within the Circle of
Mercy and the end of the pandemic. We prayed for a time we could all gather
together once again as a school family united in our mission of transforming today’s
young women into the leaders our world desperately needs. By God’s grace, the
relentless work of so many Mercians, and the generosity of our community, we have
all returned to our beautiful campus on Blossom Road. With the continued
commitment of everyone within the Circle of Mercy, we will forever find the strength
to be gathered in our common purpose.

Please Give to the Mercy Fund
We ask you to please consider Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women as you
arrange your giving plans. The Mercy Fund is our school’s main source of unrestricted
funding that allows us to do so much for so many. It helps:
• Strengthen the leadership qualities and abilities of each and every Mercy Girl
• Open doors for young women of all backgrounds through life-changing,
need-based scholarships
• Expand our academic and athletic programs at the world-class level
• Grow our STEM offerings while creating new educational spaces
• Cultivate extracurricular experiences
We rely on hundreds of donors just like you to help us meet our goal every year so we
can support more Mercy Girls. It’s easy to give, simply visit www.mercyhs.com/give to
make a difference today. Your legacy, and the legacy of all Mercy donors, will be one of
kindness, generosity, and faith. Thank you for your commitment to our school and
our students!

Thank You for ROC’n With Us!
Thanks to our generous supporters, Mercy raised nearly $3,200 in donations in just 24 hours as part of
ROC the Day in November, a community-wide, 24-hour day of giving that supports local nonprofits.
Those gifts will help us keep and expand our academic programs at the world-class level; support
extracurricular programs that help students find their passions, forge lifelong bonds, and learn lessons
that can’t be taught in a classroom; as well as open doors for young women of all backgrounds through
life changing, need-based scholarships. It’s clear the spirit of giving is strong within the Circle of Mercy.
Thank you! If you’d like to support Mercy in other ways, visit www.mercyhs.com/give.
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We are excited to
announce that as of
February 26, 2022,
we are at 63% of
our $275,000
Mercy Fund goal
within the first
six months of
the campaign!
The campaign runs
until June 30, 2022 so
if you have not yet
made a donation, visit
www.mercyhs.com/give
or contact
sbuchbinder@mercyhs.com.
Thank you!

Introducing Mercy’s
1928 Giving Society
This past fall, Mercy launched a brand new program, the 1928 Giving
Society. Since its establishment in 1928, Mercy has given more than 13,500
young women a life-changing experience, providing students with the
tools they need for academic excellence, leadership, and lifelong success.
Launched with inspiration from Mercy alumnae Paula Heddon
Murphy ’90, P’22 ’24 ’27, Karin Diminuco Pecora ’89, P’24 ’26, and
Dawn Schnell P’24, the 1928 Giving Society is a three-year, pledge-based
program with a goal of providing ongoing, sustainable support to our
students. We invite you to join the Society and become part of a
distinguished group of visionaries who support the young women of
today, and the women of tomorrow.
“My time at Mercy truly laid the foundation for all the years that have
followed (60 to be exact)—decisions I made along the way, challenges
and my responses to them, a sense of service, and the causes that I’ve
undertaken,” said 1928 Society Member Barbara Brairton ’61. “I feel a
need now to pay it forward to give other young women that same
experience of a solid, first-rate education coupled with the Mercy charism
that has been a guide for me through my own life’s journey.”
As part of this special community of benefactors, you’ll receive a
welcome gift, exclusive access to Mercy events such as the annual 1928
Society Event, recognition in Angles, and be featured on a plaque
displayed prominently in the school. Visit www.mercyhs.com/1928 for
more information.

Thank You to Our Inaugural Members!
Dr. Noveera Ahmed ’96 P’20*
Mary Austin ’60
Pamela Fennell Baker, J.D. ’74, P’12**
Barbara Brairton ’61
William and Chrissy Carpenter P’01 ’04, GP’24
Nancy Ford Castle ’74
Elizabeth ‘Tish’ Ciaccio ’79**
Dr. and Mrs. Brian P. Connolly P’14 ’20
Susan Copek ’74 in honor of Sr. Nancy Whitley Jubilee
Dr. Colleen Davis*
Marie Connolly Duhamel ’78**
Eileen Smith Edsall ’77
John and Leslie Glynn ’81, P’14 ’17
Heather Hanson Goodbody ’87*
Lynette Allis Hale ’83
Mr. and Mrs. John Hayes P’98 ’01 ’06 ’10 ’12 ’16 ’19, GP’27*
Ed Hourihan* and Bridget Dee P’14
Mike and Meredith Hurley P’06 ’07
The Hwang Family P’24
Brad* and Karen Kammholz P’20
Rita Lintz Kane ’52, P’85 ’87
Richard and Joanne Laudisi
Cathie Meisenzahl ’60, P’85 ’86 ’89**
Kelly and David Mor P’24
Dr. Joan Mullaney*
John and Paula Murphy ’90, P’22 ’24 ’27
Nancy Palvino P’83 ’86 ’88
Karin Pecora ’89, P’24 ’26
Patty Prince ’76
Laurie Gattelaro Sagona ’75
James and Dawn Schnell P’24
Cindy Crosby Storelli ’82
Alberto** and Maria Uy P’05 ’10 ’17 ’22
Dina Vazzana ’84, P’13*
Mary Vogt ’75
*Current Board Member **Past Board Member
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Mercy on Three! Sports Roundup
by Anthony Yandek, Athletic Director
Mercy’s 2021-2022 athletics year got
off to a great start with more than 300
athletes participating on 18 different
sports teams during the fall season.
This fall, the Monarchs fielded nine
varsity teams, six junior varsity teams,
and five modified teams, keeping the
gymnasiums, fields, and track packed
after school and on the weekends.
While the Varsity soccer and
volleyball teams each advanced to
sectional semi-finals, the Varsity
golf team took home their third
consecutive Section V title, with
Julia Zigrossi ’23
Mercy golfers claiming four of the
top ten spots in the section. Leading the group was Julia
Zigrossi ’23, who earned her second consecutive Section V Girls
Golf Championship, followed closely by Sophia Cellura ’24
who finished as runner-up.
Five Mercy athletes were named to the Democrat and Chronicle’s
All Greater Rochester Team. For Girls golf, Julia Zigrossi ’23
was named All Greater Rochester (AGR) Player of the Year, and
she was joined on the First Team by Sophia Cellura ’24, Riley
Stuver ’22, and Marisa Eichas ’24. Rylee Bergeron ’22 was
named to the First Team for volleyball and Emma Spagnola
’22 was named First Team for cross country. Another 14 Mercy
athletes were selected at AGR Honorable Mentions, including
Shea Netti ’22, who was also chosen as Private Parochial League
Girls Soccer Player of the Year.

Outside of their practices and games, many teams continued
Mercy Athletic Department’s Call to Service Challenge, where
they took a day out of their busy sports schedules to find ways
to give back to the community. This included the soccer team
hosting a camp with the School of the Holy Childhood, the
lacrosse program teaming up with Salvation Army for the Red
Kettle Campaign, and the Mercy basketball program raising over
$3,000 for the Rochester Rotary Sunshine Camp and Willow
Domestic Violence Center.
Student-athletes also continued to participate in the Sports
Medicine for the Soul program this fall. Coaches and athletes
found the time during their busy practice schedules to discuss
spiritual growth, character development, and sportsmanship by
applying the principles of the Catholic faith to sportsmanship
and athletic competition. And for their achievements in the
classroom, seven Varsity programs from the fall season were
recognized as New York State Teams of Academic Distinction
with 99 varsity athletes recognized as New York State
Scholar-Athletes.
Overall, Mercy sports enjoyed a great fall season and there was
much to celebrate both on and off the field. As seasons wrapped
up in November, many student-athletes geared up to join one
of Mercy’s nine winter season teams spanning from basketball
and cheerleading to indoor track and field, bowling, and alpine
skiing. We’re looking forward to another exciting winter season
filled with enthusiasm, competitive play, and individual and
team growth. Go Monarchs!

Permanent Video Camera Installed for Livestreaming Games!
In January, Mercy installed a permanent, fully automated video
camera in our high school gym. The camera allows the Athletic
Department to livestream events, including volleyball matches
and basketball games. As part of the system, coaches are able to
watch and study games and practices, gather team statistics, and
share video content with other schools and college recruiters.
We’ll also be installing a second camera on the track and field
this spring. It will provide all of the same services for our lacrosse
and track teams during their spring season and our soccer team
starting next fall (stat keeping is not available for track and field).
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Livestreaming for each game is done through YouTube; the link
for each individual game goes live approximately 15 minutes
prior to its start time.
All of this was made possible through a donation from a family
within the Circle of Mercy whose daughters, now alumnae,
were heavily involved in athletics during their Mercy careers.
We’re incredibly grateful for their generosity and support of
Mercy Athletics!

Bookstore News
From new apparel to the launch of a new Instagram account
@mercybookstore, the Mercy Bookstore has been growing,
updating, and thriving. Now located in the former Boardroom next
to the Media Center on the first floor of the high school, the space
offers ample room for the display and storage of books, uniforms,
apparel, and gifts. Students still make their way up to the first floor
during lunch to satisfy their candy cravings, purchasing sweets from
the beloved Candy Cart.
Sales at the Bookstore have been flourishing, both in-store and
online, with items selling fast. The introduction of a new Mercy
uniform sweater has been a fan favorite, as many Mercy Girls are
swapping out their V-neck sweaters for the new cotton sweater
by Emerson Street (brought to us by Joanne Hanna Jennings ’96).
Additional Emerson Street items have been popular, including the
striped quarter zips and reversible vests. Other best-sellers have
been Balloon-A-Grams for birthdays and special occasions, Reclaim
Tees made with recycled materials, and the Henry Shirt, honoring
Mercy’s fluffiest faculty member, Henry the Therapy Dog!
The Bookstore’s booming business is credited to Kim Klimowski
P’17, Bookstore Manager, whose time, dedication, and creativity
has ensured its success. Special shoutout to the Bookstore’s student
interns, Caitlin DeHond ’22, MariArelis Flores ’23, Giana
Lombardo ’22, Lauren Maloney ’22, Natalia Picciotti ’22, and
Grace Reyda ’22 who have helped sort, advertise, model, organize,
and sell all the Bookstore goods. The online bookstore is open 24/7;
shop anytime at www.mercyhs.com/bookstore.
Questions? Contact Kim at kklimowski@mercyhs.com or
585-288-7120 x332.

Mark Your
Calendars
Important Upcoming Dates

• March 23: NHS Induction Ceremony
• March 24-25: Children’s Theater Performances
• April 14-15: Holy Thursday/Good Friday
No School
• April 18-22: Easter/Spring Recess
No School
• April 29: Spirit Gala Setup – No School
• April 30: Spirit Gala
• May 20: Junior Ring and Junior Prom
• May 25: Arts Fest and High School
Awards Ceremony
• May 27: May Day and Senior Ball
• May 30: Memorial Day – No School
• June 3: Last Day of Classes
• June 3: Senior/Parent Breakfast and
Moving Up Day
• June 6-8: Final Exams
• June 8: 8th Grade Graduation
• June 9: Rose Mass
(Seniors and Faculty/Staff)
• June 10: Class of 2022 Commencement
More information for most events may be
found on Mercy’s online calendar at
www.mercyhs.com/calendar or by calling the
Main Office at 585-288-7120 x300.
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Via, Veritas Et Vita
Via — the Way:
embracing Gospel values
Veritas — the Truth:
unleashing creative energy
for the pursuit of knowledge
Vita — the Life:
nurturing a hope-filled
vision for leadership,
responsibility, and service

Click. Shop. Give!
As part of our fundraising efforts, Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women participates in the AmazonSmile program. AmazonSmile
is a simple and automatic way for you to donate to Mercy when you shop on Amazon. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find
the exact same low prices, vast selection, and identical shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will
donate a portion of the purchase price to Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women. There is no cost to you!
Here’s how you do it: On your first visit to AmazonSmile via computer or mobile device, search for ‘Our Lady of Mercy School for
Young Women’ and select it as your charity. Then, shop as normal. Amazon will remember your selection on your device, and every
eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation to the school. Thank you for participating!

KEEP
US IN
THE
LOOP

If you change any of the following—name, address, phone number, email address, or spouse’s name—
please update your information with Mercy’s Advancement Office. Contact us at 585-288-7120 x367,
advancement@mercyhs.com, or visit www.mercyhs.com/alumnae. You can also use the form below.
Name_____________________________________________________________Class year__________________
(PLEASE INCLUDE MAIDEN NAME, IF APPLICABLE)

Spouse’s name_______________________________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip________________________________________________________________________________
Phone (work/home/cell)_______________________________________________________________________
Email______________________________________________________________________________________
n Please check the box if address or contact info is new.
BECOME A FAN OF MERCY!

Mercy
Education

Mercy is a sponsored ministry of the Institute of the Sisters of Mercy
of the Americas and a member of Mercy Education.

