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Beloved Christmas Baskets Are Back at Mercy!
By Katherine Longuil

This year in Mercy’s “return to normalcy,” many 
old traditions are being brought back. Students were 
especially excited about the return of Christmas Bas-
kets. Mercy runs a long-standing tradition of support-
ing families who need a little extra help during the 
holiday season to make their Christmas celebrations 
or religious holidays enjoyable.

The Christmas Basket tradition went off without a 
hitch; hundreds of gifts were gathered on the stage in 
the Auditorium in a grand display of what the power 
of Mercy can do. The gifts were blessed at Golden 
Mass and the high school became whole once again.

The middle school also participated in their own 
version of Christmas Baskets. They worked in a 
collaborative effort to collect books, hats, and mittens 
for Pre-K students at Head Start preschool in the 
City of Rochester. This enabled the middle school 
to have just as good of a turnout of donations as the 
high school, with the Middle School putting together 
over 100 gift bags for the preschoolers. CMB also 
started the Christmas Basket planning earlier than in 

past years - in early November - to set realistic 
and attainable goals for the post-COVID year. All 
of those goals were surpassed in the incredible 
display of unity and cooperation from the Mercy 
students.

The transition from Sister Pat to Mrs. Kvam in 
running CMB and organizing the Golden Mass 
experience was extremely fluid and successful. 
Mrs. Kvam stated, “It was an honor to be able 
to continue the tradition of Golden Mass and to 
provide a new opportunity for the middle school 
community with the collection for Pre-K students 
and the Golden Prayer Service. With Sister Pat’s 
guidance, the support of our faculty and staff, the 
hard work of the CMB members, and the gener-
osity of our students and their families, we were 
able to live out the Gospel call to care for people 
in need. This experience is a beautiful demonstra-
tion of what Mercy is all about, and I’m humbled 
and grateful to be part of it.”

“It was an honor to be able to continue 
the tradition of Golden Mass and to pro-

vide a new opportunity for the Middle 
School community with the collection for 

Pre-K students and the Golden Prayer 
Service. With Sister Pat’s guidance, the 

support of our faculty and staff, the hard 
work of the CMB members, and the gen-
erosity of our students and their families, 
we were able to live out the Gospel call 
to care for people in need. This experi-

ence is a beautiful demonstration of what 
Mercy is all about, and I’m humbled and 

grateful to be part of it.”
~Mrs. Kvam, Director of Campus Ministry

Worlde Craze Takes Hold of Mercy
By Anna Spagnola

You may be wondering, “What are those yellow and green squares everyone is posting?” 
Well, they are scores from the game Wordle; an online game where players have six attempts to 
guess a five-letter word. For those who have never played, the rules are laid out at the start of 
each game. For each guess, a letter tile will turn grey, yellow, or green. Grey tiles indicate those 
letters are not present in the word of the day. Yellow tiles show that although the letter is in the 
word, it is not currently in the correct spot. Finally, green tiles show that the letter is both in the 
word and in its respective spot. Josh Wardle, creator of this iconic puzzle, used his last name as 
inspiration for the game’s title.

Initially created in October, this game had only 90 users in its first 45 days of existence and 

skyrocketed to 300,000 by the end of November. The New York Times bought the game from 
the original creator, for at least $1 million, according to their recent article regarding the game’s 
purchase. During the month of February, the online game Wordle has gained loads of popular-
ity at Mercy in particular. The word game has become a part of many people’s daily routines 
and has gained popularity through Instagram and TikTok. In fact, it has become such a hit that 
people have made different versions of the game. Such as Taylordle, a Taylor Swift themed 
version, Nerdle, an equation version, and even Worldle, a version based on geography. Wordle 
has become a daily conversation topic, but people have to be careful not to spoil it for those who 
haven’t done it yet! Have fun “Wordleling”!

Middle school prayer service. Photo provided by Mr. Carro.

High school Golden Mass. Photo provided by Mr. Carro.

Midterm Schedule Shifts Performing Arts Events
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By Laura Kosten and Madelyn Goetz
This year, the Mercy 

middle school raised over 
$700 to send to Bethany 
House in the second annual 
Cupid Contest! Students 
could buy votes for $1 and 
vote for their ‘favorite’ 
teacher to wear a Cupid 
outfit on Valentine’s Day.  

The beloved 8th grade 
Social Studies teacher, Miss 
Geen (who recently left 
Mercy), earned the most 
votes and won the contest by 
a landslide! Thank you, Miss 
Geen for your contribution 
toward the Mercy middle 
school fundraising efforts, 
and good luck with your 
future endeavors!

The Mercy Community Fights Racial Hatred
By Anna Spagnola

On Monday, March 7, Mercy students heard news over the announcements about a racist 
remark written in one of the high school bathrooms. Students were quick to respond to the 
situation and organized a rally outside the building on Tuesday morning. The gathering was 
led by seniors Molly Kantz and Janaa Smith. Students organized the event in only one night, 
making posters and spreading the word. The rally had an amazing turnout, going on from 7 
a.m. through homeroom. Black and yellow ribbons were handed out to students and teachers to 

support black lives. Students lined the sidewalk outside of the gallery holding signs and were 
joined by alumnae. The rally was to raise awareness and show that Mercy students want every-
one to feel safe and welcome. News channels 10 and 13 both came to campus to film the event. 
Mercy students believe this incident does not define the student body nor the school and were 
very quick to express their concerns and show how they care. The Mercy community came 
together to show that hate has no home at Mercy.

First Annual Winter Workshop 
By Emma Raymond

The Mercy Performing Arts Department began a new tradition this winter with the Winter 
Workshop. Performing Arts students performed skits, dialogues, monologues, vocal pieces, and 
instrumental performances. This event not only displayed some of Mercy’s most talented artists, 
but it was also a very successful fundraiser for the Arts Department. 

Some featured students included in this workshop were Lila Moyle (12), Kiera Lusardi (12), 
Teagan Dye (12), Pierce Burm (12), Briseis Thomas (11), Avery VanDamme (10), Elena Belec 
(9), Hedwiga Brutskiy (9), Melanie Mitacc (12), Maddie Jarrett (10), Emma Grace Wade (12), 
Olivia Fiekiewitcz (11), Liliana Gardner (10), Sophia Cordello (10), and Moon Verma (12). The 
arts provide students with an outlet for stress and an opportunity to express themselves. Senior 
Lila Moyle has enjoyed this program and offered to share her experience from this night. 

“Performing in the Winter Workshop was one of the highlights of my year! 
The factor that made this event so special was the loving and supportive 
environment created by the theatre community. Even though the audience 
was fantastic, the people cheering the loudest were the ones backstage. 

We were all so excited to celebrate each other’s talent and hard work, and 
I think that showed in our performances. I’m so grateful for such a strong 

community and such supportive mentors.”
-Lila Moyle

Photos provided by Mr. Carro.

Photos provided by Ms. Smith
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National Honor Society Continues Involvement
By Katherine Longuil

“I am so excited that NHS will be “I am so excited that NHS will be 
highlighting each inductee’s unique highlighting each inductee’s unique 
accomplishments.”accomplishments.”

- Taylor Sartori ’23- Taylor Sartori ’23

“I am looking forward to becoming part of NHS because I think it “I am looking forward to becoming part of NHS because I think it 
is a community filled with girls who strive for excellence and push is a community filled with girls who strive for excellence and push 
me to be a better version of myself.”me to be a better version of myself.”
- Isabella Perozzi ’23- Isabella Perozzi ’23

Midterm Week Returns with a New Look
By Laura Kosten

This year, Mercy came up with a unique schedule for midterm week. The schedule was 
formed so that each period would have one two-hour class period sometime during the four-day 
midterm week. This was possible by having only four class periods each day, two of which 
were two hours long. Many students say that the block periods were tiresome if there was not a 
midterm to take. On the other hand, some students claim that the two-hour periods were useful 
when taking an exam so that the exam would not have to be split between two class periods. In 
years past, midterms always took place on the days following Martin Luter King Jr. Day. Each 
day would have one to three midterms with no classes in between. With this structure, students 
would attend school only during their midterm time slot. Many enjoyed this structure, as it 
allowed students time to study for upcoming exams between others. The 2022 midterm schedule 
was made so that classes could still be in session while exams were being administered. Stu-
dents still enjoyed Martin Luther King Jr. Day off along with Friday for grading time. Though 

an adjustment, students were still able to complete necessary exams while attending regular 
classes. Many teachers had even planned lessons so that there was minimal work to be done 
during midterm week, which allowed for ‘study hall-esque’ time blocks throughout the day.  

This year, the 8th graders at Mercy experienced their first midterms. Many of them be-
lieved the exams went well, but the new schedule may have added more stress to the already 
nerve-racking week. Studying for a larger cumulative exam is slightly foreign for some 8th 
graders not accustomed to final exams. Both finals and midterms are an overview of material, 
but midterms tend to be more in-depth because there is less covered in a single semester. 

Midterm week always seems to bring a sense of chaos and stress among students, and this 
year was quite a shift after adjusted learning methods during COVID. Different scheduling and 
new challenges are always difficult, but they also strengthen academic skills in many respects. 

Badminton
Basketball  
GoldenMass 
Halloween  
Midterms 
MottoDays  
Quarter  

Snowday 
Soccer  
Swimming  
Tennis 
Thanksgiving  
Uggseason

Word Search: Wordle’s Predecessor
By Emma Raymond

WORD BANK:

The answers to previous word searches will appear 
here! Check back in the upcoming issue to see the 

current search filled out. 
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In the usual fashion, the Circle of Mercy pulled through with a great Bill Gray’s fundraiser 
for the National Honor Society (NHS). A grand total of $350 was raised for supplies for NHS 
induction and recognition cords at graduation.

NHS is doing more than just fundraisers. As the year progresses, there is still room to partici-
pate in the peer tutoring that takes place in the Media Center during Advisement on Fridays. The 
bulletin boards will be updated frequently for any new information or any encouraging informa-
tion. NHS has also been working behind the scenes at Mercy all year to make everyone feel like 
a part of the Circle of Mercy. The 6th Grade sister program has been highly successful in creating 
relationships between 6th graders and upper classwomen; the subcommittees are working hard to 
make sure everyone knows they are appreciated and have support during the more stressful times 
of the year.

The National Honor Society induction took place on March 23 with many new members 
joining the program. The ceremony was held in the Motherhouse Chapel as it was in years 
preceding COVID. Each inductee was honored and there were reflections on each of the pillars 
of NHS: Character, Integrity, Scholarship, and Service. The following statements are from two of 
the new inductees.



Sports Updates
By Madelyn Goetz, Laura Kosten, and Emma Raymond
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Tennis The 2021 season was success-
ful for the Mercy Tennis team!  The team 
went 10-7 with seniors Jillian Gertin, Ol-
ivia Cross, Sophia Pomponio, Mariel Uy, 
and Stephanie Rappold. Congratulations 
seniors and you will be missed next year!

Cross Country The fall 2021 season 
was very successful for Mercy Cross 
Country! The team had many great meets 
throughout the season, but a few high-
lights include coming in first place for the 
Private-Parochial League and earning 2nd 
place at the Penfield-Irondequoit Invita-
tional! Great job Mercy Cross Country 
and Go Monarchs!

Soccer The 2021 fall season for 
Mercy Soccer was memorable and full of 
excitement. The “Mercy Monarchy” grew 
even more this year, in large part due to 
the leadership of Hope Duncan (12) and 
Riley Stuver (12). The student section 
brought needed support and cheer to ev-
ery game, complete with themed outfits! 
By the end of the season, Varsity soccer 
was 5-6-1 and made it to Sectionals after 
beating Aquinas 1-0. Great job ladies! 
Another gracious thank you goes out to 
the manager of the Varsity occer team, 
Lucy Cotrupe (12). From organizing 
events to mediating effective communi-
cation, Lucy consistently helps the team 
and provides substantial encouragement. 
The JV team also had a very successful 
season, with a record of 9-2-3! Congrat-
ulations to all Mercy soccer players on a 
successful 2021 season.

Basketball Mercy Varsity Basketball 
finished with a strong record of 10-9-0. 
Finishing the season with Sectionals, the 
Monarchs lost a close game against Pen-
field Central 45-56. Go Monarchs!

Golf Varsity Golf at Mercy this year 
closed another successful season with 
a Section V title! Sophia Cellura (10), 
Julia Zigrossi (11), Caitlin Keenan, and 
Marissa Eichas were frequent medalists 
throughout the season. Congratulations 
on a wonderful season, ladies!

Images courtesy of Lucy Cotrupe 
and Mercy Instagram


