
2022- 2023 School Year Summer Reading Assignment

GRADE: 7th grade

Instructions: Please purchase and read the three summer reading novels listed below. The summer
reading assessment will take place during the first full week of school. Your assessment will be a
written response focused on Compassionate Service. As you read you should annotate examples of
how the main character in each novel does or does not show Compassionate Service. When you
take the written response portion of the summer reading assessment you will need to use textual
evidence to show that the main character in each book does or does not show Compassionate
Service. You will be able to use your books when you take the summer reading assessment; We don’t
expect you to memorize your textual evidence!

Questions to Consider as You Read: Our Lady of Mercy School for Young Women is founded on
the Sisters of Mercy Core Values.  One of the values is Compassionate Service.  Compassionate
Service is living out the Gospel imperative to care for those in need.
● When do the characters take care of those around them or feel compassion for those around

them?
● When do the characters NOT care about others or help those around them?
● Do EACH of the Summer Reading novel main characters support this value of

Compassionate Service?  Why or why not?

Reading List:

Every student must read both of the following novels:

● A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park- When the Sudanese civil war reaches his village
in 1985, eleven-year-old Salva becomes separated from his family and must walk with other
Dinka tribe members through southern Sudan, Ethiopia, and Kenya in search of safe haven.
Based on the life of Salva Dut, who, after emigrating to America in 1996, began a project to
dig water wells in Sudan.

● Starfish by Lisa Fipps- Ever since Ellie wore a whale swimsuit and made a big splash at her
fifth birthday party, she's been bullied about her weight. To cope, she tries to live by the Fat
Girl Rules--like "no making waves," "avoid eating in public," and "don't move so fast that
your body jiggles." And she's found her safe space--her swimming pool--where she feels
weightless in a fat-obsessed world. Fortunately, Ellie has allies in her dad, her therapist, and
her new neighbor, Catalina, who loves Ellie for who she is. With this support buoying her,
Ellie might finally be able to cast aside the Fat Girl Rules and starfish in real life--by
unapologetically being her own fabulous self.

Students must also read one of the following novels:

● A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L’Engle – A science fiction classic, this novel tells the story
of the Murray children whose father goes missing while working on a mysterious project - a
tesseract. The children must travel through time to take on the Dark Thing in a brave
attempt to rescue their father.

● Counting by Sevens by Holly Goldberg Sloan- Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius,
obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical conditions, who finds it comforting to count
by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with anyone other than her adoptive parents,
but that hasn’t kept her from leading a quietly happy life...until now.
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● Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech – To trace the path of her missing mother, Sal embarks
on a journey from Ohio to Idaho with her grandparents.  On the road, Sal tells the strange
and exciting story of her friend, Phoebe.  In unraveling Phoebe’s mystery, Sal comes closer
to finding out the truth behind her own bittersweet journey.

● Close to Famous by Joan Bauer- The residents of Culpepper, despite their grand aspirations,
have made little progress toward achieving their goals, but unexpected events and surprises
put the ambitions of the residents of Culpepper to the test.

● Or Give Me Death by Ann Rinaldi- With insight and compassion, Ann Rinaldi explores the
possibility that Patrick Henry's immortal cry of "Give me liberty, or give me death," which
roused a nation to arms, was first spoken by his wife, Sarah, as she pleaded to be released
from her confinement. Told from the point of view of Patrick Henry's children, Or Give Me
Death eloquently depicts the secret life and tremendous burdens borne by one famous
American.

● The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin- A bizarre chain of events begins when sixteen unlikely
people gather for the reading of Samuel W. Westing’s will. And though no one knows why
the eccentric, game-loving millionaire has chosen a virtual stranger—and a possible
murderer—to inherit his vast fortune, on things for sure: Sam Westing may be dead…but
that won’t stop him from playing one last game!

● Piecing Me Together by Renee Watson- Jade believes she must get out of her poor
neighborhood if she's ever going to succeed. Her mother tells her to take advantage of every
opportunity that comes her way. But some opportunities she doesn't really welcome, like an
invitation to join Women to Women, a mentorship program for "at-risk" girls.

● Breathing Room by Marsha Hayles- Evvy Hoffmeister is thirteen years old when her family
brings her to Loon Lake Sanatorium to get cured of tuberculosis (TB). Evvy is frightened
by her new surroundings; the rules to abide by are harsh and the nurses equally rigid. But
Evvy soon falls into step with the other girls in her ward. Together, the girls brave the
difficult daily routines. Set in 1940 at a time of political unrest throughout the U.S. and
Europe, this novel sheds light on a much-feared worldwide illness.

Questions? Please contact Mrs. DeMulder at sdemulder@mercyhs.com


