
2022-2023 School Year Summer Reading Assignments
AP Language and Composition

Instructions: Students are encouraged to purchase copies of the required books and annotate
them as they read, giving careful consideration to how writers use literary and rhetorical
techniques to craft meaning and convey message. Journaling as well as developing interpretive
questions and responses to the reading are beneficial. Students will be able to use their annotated
books during the summer reading test, which will take place during the first full week of school.
As students read, they should keep the following overarching task in mind:

Identify how the Mercy Core Values (provided at the end of the list) appear or fail to appear in
each of the texts and how their inclusion or absence helps to convey the author’s message and
purpose.

The course also requires broad cultural awareness. Reading and following news on a regular
basis is highly recommended.

Read both The Abundance and Frederick Douglass.
· Read the selected essays from Annie Dillard’s collection, The Abundance: Narrative
Essays Old and New, published in 2016 by HarperCollins. (Page numbers are in parentheses.)
“Total Eclipse” (1) “A Writer in the World” (105)
“The Weasel” (33) “This Is the Life” (117)
“Paganism” (39) “On Foot in Virginia’s Roanoke Valley” (133)
“Waking Up” (55) “Seeing” (151)
“Skin” (57) “The Waters of Separation” (173)
“Being Chased” (65) Tsunami (189)
“Jokes” (73) “Footprints” (191)
“Waking Up Wild” (83) “For the Time Being” (193)
“Envoy” (99)

· Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave
This is the autobiography of the early life of Frederick Douglass, who escaped slavery to become
a leading literary figure and a voice for abolition.

Read either In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens OR Yellow Woman and a Beauty of the
Spirit.
· Read the selected essays from Alice Walker’s In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens:
“The Black Writer and the Southern Experience”
‘But Yet and Still the Cotton Gin Kept on Working…”
“A Talk: Convocation 1972”



“The Civil Rights Movement: What Good Was It?”
“The Unglamorous but Worthwhile Duties of the Black Revolutionary Artist, or of the Black
Writer Who Simply Works and Writes”
The Almost Year
“Choice: A Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.”
“Coretta King: Revisited”
“Choosing to Stay at Home: Ten Years after the March on Washington”
Good Morning, Revolution: Uncollected Writings of Social Protest
“Making the Moves and the Movies We Want”
“Lulls”
“My Father’s Country Is the Poor”
“Recording the Seasons”
“In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens”
“From an Interview”
“Looking to the Side, and Back”
“Only Justice Can Stop a Curse”
Nuclear Madness: What You Can Do
“Beauty: When the Other Dancer is the Self”
“One Child of One’s Own: A Meaningful Digression within the Work(s)”

· Yellow Woman and a Beauty of the Spirit by Leslie Marmon Silko

Two Film-Viewing Requirements:
· Summer of Soul directed by Ahmir Khalib Thompson (“Questlove”) — 2022 Academy

Award for Best Documentary
Musician Questlove brings history to life in this 2021 documentary that highlights original
footage of a series of concerts during the Harlem Cultural Festival in Mount Morris Park during
the summer of 1969. Warning: Nina Simone’s performance of Dahveed Nelson’s “Are You
Ready” contains a call to violence. Students may omit viewing this part of the film
(1:42:53-1:46:00).

· Students are required to watch the 1996 Nicholas Hytner film The Crucible, which is an
adaptation of the Arthur Miller play by the same title. This part of the summer reading
assignment will be assessed separately later in September. Students may wish to view the film
after completion of the Jumpstart program.

Mercy Core Values

Hospitality is a warm and generous welcoming of all. We will cultivate an atmosphere of
non-violence, belonging, and reverence.



Compassionate Service is living out the Gospel imperative to care for those in need.  We will
seek to understand the needs of others and respond with Christ-like mercy.

Justice-making is removing barriers that prohibit people from flourishing.  We will strive to
open our hearts and minds as we work with others to transform unjust systems.

Concern for Women & Women’s Issues is recognizing the inherent dignity and God-given
equality of all human life.  We will work to promote a just treatment of women in all aspects of
church and society.

Global Vision is seeing the world from God’s perspective. We will promote an equitable global
community through careful stewardship of human, economic, and natural resources.


