
AP Literature & Composition

Welcome to AP Literature and Composition! To prepare for our work together in the fall, you
have several tasks to complete over the summer.

1. Please read and annotate How To Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster.
You will apply this text to a novel, so please be thorough as you read.

2. Choose ONE of the following pieces of literature to read and annotate:

All The Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr
Atonement by Ian McEwan
Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi
Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng
The Round House by Louise Erdrich
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe

**While only required to read one of the novels above, I encourage you to read more.
Like any other skill, the more you practice, the better you become.**

3. Choose at least five different chapters / concepts from Foster’s book and explain how
each chosen concept helps you analyze a significant moment from the novel you chose to
read. Please be sure to:

● Cite the chapter from Foster’s book you are using.
● Copy, verbatim, the complete quote from the novel to which you will be

applying Foster’s book and cite the page number from which the quote
comes. If you are citing a particularly long or general moment from the
book, summarize the moment in your own words and give the page
number(s) on which this moment occurs. Detail how the chosen chapter
from Foster’s book helps you analyze this particular quote / moment from
your chosen book.

● Explain how this analysis of this quote / moment leads to a larger, more
thematic analysis of the novel as a whole.

**This will be submitted within the first week of school.**

4. Please select ten different poems from Poetry 180: A Turning Back to Poetry by Billy
Collins to read and annotate.



**A few notes on annotations**
1. Decide on Your Method

• Write in the margins, or

• Sticky notes are good and can easily be removed, or

• You can write on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to note the page number and

passage you are referring to.

2. Passive vs. Active Annotations
• Passive Annotations do not involve much thought or comprehension. Avoid

excessive underlining and highlighting.

• Active Annotations are written connections, questions, and observations. They

require readers to think and express their ideas.

3. Tips for annotating
• Use a pen/ pencil. If you like highlighters use one for key passages, but don’t get

carried away and don’t just highlight.

• Look for patterns and label them (motifs, diction, syntax, symbols, images, and

behavior, etc).

• Mark passages that seem to jump out at you because they suggest an important

idea or theme‐ of for any other reason (an arresting figure of speech or image an

intriguing sentence pattern, a striking example of foreshadowing, a key moment

in the plot, a bit of dialogue that reveals character, clues about the setting etc.).

• Mark phrases, sentences, or passages that interest, confuse, upset you. Ask

questions, make comments, talk back to the text.

• At the ends of chapters or sections write a bulleted list of key plot events. This

not only forces you to think about what happened, see the novel as whole, and

identify patterns, but also create a convenient record of the whole plot.

• Circle words you’re unsure of and look up their meaning. You need not write out

a full dictionary definition; it is often helpful to put the relevant meaning in your

own words.


